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974.90	 New Jersey. Legislature. Senate. Law, Public Safety &: Defense 
Committee. 

F953	 Joint public hearing to consider bills and recieve testimony and to 
discuss whether self-service gas stations should be permitted•••, held 
4-29-88. 

974.90	 New Jersey. Legislature. Senate Transportation &: Communications
 
F953 Committee.
 
1989a Public hearing meeting on 52881 held 2-23-89.
 

For background see: 

974.90 New Jersey. Legislature. Senate. Committee on Law, Public Safety 
F953 &: Defense. 
1982d	 Public hearing on self-service gas stations, held 7-22-82. 

Trenton, 1982. 
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P.L.1989. CHAPTER 263. approl1m january 4. 1990
 

Senate. Committee S~bstitutefor
 

1988 Senate Nos. 2881 and 2906
 

J AN ACT establishing saf~ty standanls for retai1lBSOline stations.
 

2 including a prohibition or the self-service ,of aasollne and other
 

3 inflammable liquids by customers. repealing P.L.1949, c.274
 

4 (C.43:3A-t et seq.) and makinl an appropriation.
 

5
 

6 BE IT ENACTED by the Sena'~ and G~nera' A.aemb', of the
 

7 State 01 New Jersey: '"
 

8 1. -The Legislature finds and ~eclares t~at:. 

9 a. Because of. the fire hazards directly associated with 

10 dispensinS fuel •.it is in the public interest that IdSOline station 

11 operators have the control- needed over that activity to ensure 

12 compliance with appropriate safety procedures. includina tuming 

13 off vehicle engines and refrainina' f~m smokiq while fuel is 

t 4 dispensed: 

15 . b. ~t self':"service a_line st~t.o~ in ,other states, cashiers 

16 are often unable to maintain a clear view of the activities of 
11 customers dispensinl gasoline. or to live their undivided< 

18 attention to observinl customers; therefore. wbea customers. 

19 rather th81~. attend~ts. are pennitted to ~ ,fuel. it is far 

20 more difficult 10 enforce complianc~ with safety pmcedures; 

21 c. The State '~eeds stroftler measures to enforce _both 
22 compliance by customers. with the ~.: OIl· self~service and 

23 compliance by at.teooants with safety procedures; 

24 ~. The h~gher. leneral liability insurance premium rates 
25 chal'led ,:to self-service stations reflect the fact that customers 

26 who leave their vehicles to dispense .Iasoline or other 

27 .. inflammable liquids face sipificant inconveniences and dangers. 

28 includinathe risks of crime and fall-related personal injury. 

29 which· are ~special burden to drivers wit~ physical infinnities. 

30 SlX:h as the handicapped and some senior citizens: 

31 e. Exposure to 'toxic gasoline fumes represents a health hazard 

32 when customers dispense their own. gasolliJe. particularly in the 

33 case of pregnant women: 

EXPLAtfATION-Matter enclosed in' bold-faced .brackets [thus] in the 
above b;11 is not enacted and is intended to be a.itted in the law. 

,-tter underl; ned tJwI. fs new utter ..
 
Governor's' fne-i tell veto changes•.
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1 f. The siRRific8ntly hil)her, prices usually' charged for 

2 full-service gasoline iA sial. 'where self-se"ice is pennitted 

3 results, in discrimination ataiDst low income individuals. who are 
4 . 

4 \D1der greater eco~mic pressure to undergo the inconvenience 

5 and hazards of dispensinl their own lasoline; 

8 g. The increasing use of self-service has contributed to the 

7 diminished availability of repair facilities and maintenance \ ' 

8 services at gasoline stations; 

9 h. Even in filling stations which offer both· self-service and 

10 full-service gasoline, customers are less Iikel.y0 because of the 

11 much higher price usually charsed for full i service, to have 

12 attendants make needed maintenance checks, thus causing 

13 significant neglect .. of maintenance' and danaer both to the 

14 customers and to other motorists. .as weU as tbe unneeded costly 

15 

18 

repairs which often result from deferred maintenance: 

i. The prohibition 0.' customer self-service does not constitute 
17 a restrUnt of trade in derus_tion· of the aeneral public interest 

18 because .the Legislature f~ no concldlive evidence that 

19 ..self-service .. l.-oline provides a ,,'ained reduction in gasoline 

20 prices charledto customers: and 
21 j.A. prohibition of self-service I_line win therefore promote 

22 the· common welfare by provicliq. ,increased safety and 

23 convenience without caU&in1 economic hann to the public in 

24 general. 

25 2. As' used in this.act: 

26 , "Attendant" means a retail dealer or employee of a retail 

27 dealer. 

28 "Co~oner" means the Commissioner of Labor. 

29 "Fuel" means ·any 'liquid commonly or commercially knowoor 

30 'sold as gasoline. or other inflammable liquid. which is sold for use 

31 as fuel in the intemaJ combustion enlines of motor vehicles. 

32 "Gasoline, station" or' "station" means 'a 'place of business 

33 located in the State and used. for the retail sale and dispensins of 

34 fuel into the tanks of motor vehicles. 

3S "Retail dealer'··means·a penon operating a gasoline station. 
\ 

36 3. It shall be unlawful for any attendant to: 

31 a. DiSpense fuel into the tanlf ·of' a~,motor vehicle while the 

38 vehicle'~s· engine 15 in operation; 

39 b. Dispense fuel into any portable i container, not in 

40 compliance with regulations adopted pursuant to section 8 of this 

41 act; . 
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1 c. Dispense fuel while smokinl; or 

d. Pennit any' person who is not an attendant to dispense fuel 2 
,. III • 1 

~t.	 
~ into the tank of a motorvehb:le or any ·container. 

4 4Q No person shall dispense' fuel' at a gasoline station, lDIless 

5 the perSon is an' attendant who has received instroctions 

6 regarding .the' dispensing of fuel, had practical experience 

7 dispensing fuel \Dlderthe 'direct supervision of an experienced 

8 operator for a period of not less than one full working day, and. 

9 upon examination at' ·the. end of that period. demonstrated his 

10 \D1derstanding of those instructions. The instructions shall 

11 include a full explanation of the prohibitions of section 3 of this 

12 act and an'y emergency procedures' established pursuant to section 

13 8 of this act. 

14 5. Ther~ shall be available at each station for inspection by 

15 the commissioner a' certificate for each person who dispenses fuel 

16 at the station certifyilll that the perso~ meets lhe reqliirements 

17 of sec'tion4of this act. 111e certificate sIiaIl be signed by the 

18 person and: the retail dealer who operates the1station. 

19 8eEach lasoUne station shall be equipped. at a location 

20 'remote' from the d.iSp8nsinl'PIDllPS. with. clearly identified and 

21 easil;y acCessible switch or circuit, breaker to ~ut off the power 

22 to all disPensing pwnps in· ~eevent of an emergency or of a 
23 customer or other unauthorized person opera.tinl or attempting to 

24 operate the pmnp. 

25 '1. A violator of any provision of this act· shall be ,liable for a 

26 pena1tyof' not less than $50.00 and not more than $250.00 for a 

21 first offense and not more than. $500.00 for each subsequent 

28 offense. ',Each day that a gasoline station operates in violation of 

29 the prOvisions of section 5 or 8 of this act 'is a separate violation 

30 by the reti:ail dealer who operates the station. The penalties shall 

31 be sued for and recovered by the commissioner. in summary 

32 PIOCeedinas' pursuant to "the penalty enforcement law.·' 

33 N.I.S.2A:58-t et seq., in the COooty or municipality where the 

34 offense occurred. 

35 There is esta~liShed a iIOnlapsinl dedicated account to be 

36 knoWn as .the Retail Gasoline DisPensing,· safety Account. 

37 Penalties ·'collected pursuant to this- seetiGd shall be credited to 

38 the ,account· and appropriated to fa expenses of· effectuatinl 

39 the purposeS of this act. If•. at the clO&e of \8 fiscal year. moneys 

40 are available beyond the funds necessary to meet those expenses. 

41 the commissioner shalldetennine' an applOpri,te aJROl8lt to be 
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1 retumed to the General Fund for general Stale purposes. 

2 8. 111e ·cornmissioner shall. in accordance ·wi,th the provisioM' 
3 of the ·"Administrative Procedure Act," P.L.I968, c.410 
4 (C.52:14B-l et seq.). adopt rules and regulations, as are necessary 
5 to effectuate the purposes of this act. including regulations 

6 establishing emergency procedures and standards concerning 

7 pump shutoff switches and other safety equipment to be used at 

S gasoline stations. and standards for portable containers for fuel 

9 dispensed at gasoline stations. which standards shall be consistent 

10 with other State and federal regulations. 
11 9. P.L.1949. c.214 (C.34:3A-l et seq.) is repealed. 
12. 1[10. There is appropriated the sum of $95.000 from the 
13 General FlDld to the Department of Labor to effectuate the 
14 purposes of this act.)1 

15 1(11.)10:1 This act shall take effect immediately. except that 

16 sect.. 2 through 7 and sectioes 9 and to of this act shall remain 

17 iDDperative until the 180th day followina enactment. 

18 

19 

20 TRANSPORTAnoN 
21 Motor Vehicles 
22 
23 Elt....... safety st"''' for gasoline stations. prohibits 
24 self-lII'Vice: appavpriates S95.000. 



SENATE COMMITrEE SUBSTITIJTE FOR 

SENATE, N(l.28818112906 

SlATE OF NEW JERSEY · 
t 
t 

J\DOPTED FEBRUARY 23. 1989 

1 AN ACT establishing safety standards for retail gasoline stations, 

including a prohibition of the self-service of gasoline and other 

3 inflammable liquids ·by customers, repealing P.L.1949, c.214 

(C.43:3A-1 et :teq.) and making an appropriation. 

5 

BE IT ENACTED by .he Senate and General Assembly 0/ the 

7 State 0/ New JerseJ/: 

1. !he Legislature finds and declares th·at: 

9	 8. Because of. the fire hazards directly associated with 

dispensinl fuel. it is in t~e public interest t~at gasoline station 

1t operators ha\-e the control needed over that activity to ensure 

compliance with appropriate safety proced"res. including tuming 

13 off vehicle engines and refraining from smoking while fuel is 

dispensed: 

IS b. At self-service gasoline. sta'tions in other states. cashiers 

are orten Wlable to maintain a clear view of the activities of 

17 customers dispensing ··gasoline.·· or to·' give· .their undivided 

attention to observing customers; ,.. therefore. when customers. 

19 rather than attendants. are permitted to'dispense fuel. it is far 

more difficult to enforce .colnpliance \vith safety procedures: 

21 c. The Stale ~eeds stronger measures to enforce both 

compliance by customers with the ban on self-service and 

23 compliance by attendants with safety procedures: 

d. The ~igher general liabili ty insurance premium rates 

25 chaqed to Self-service stations reflect the fact that c~tomers 
who leave their vehicles to dispense' gasoline or other 

27	 inflammable liqUids face significant inconveniences and dangers. 

including the risks of. crime and, fall~relatect .personal injury. 
.. ~ .'.	 - , 

29 which are a special 'burden to drivers with physical infinnities. 

such as the handicapped and som~ senior citizt!ns; 

31 e. Exposure to toxic gasoline fumes represents a health hazard 

when customerS dispense their own gasoline. particularly in the 

33 case of pregnant women: 

f. The .significantly higher prices .usUally charled for 

35 full-service gasoline in states where self-sel"ice is pennitted 
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results in discrimination against low meom·e. individuals. who are 

under greater ec'ono~ic pressure to "undergo the inconvenience 

3 andhazards·ofdispensing·their own"gasoline~ 

g. The increasing use of self-service. has contributed to the 

5 diminished availability of repair facilities and maintenance 

services at gasoline stations; 

., h. Even in filling stations which offer both self-service and 

full-service gasoline, customers are less lik.ely. because of the 

9 much ':higher price usually charged for ru~l service. to have 

attendants·make needed maintenance ch~ks. thus causing 

11 significant neglect of maint·enance. and danger both to the 

customers and to other .notorists. as well as the unneeded costly 

13 repairs which often result from deferred Illaintenance; 

i. T~e prohibition of customer self-sen"ice does not constitute 

15 a restraint of trade in deroaation of the general public interest 

because the Legislature finds no conclusive evidence that 
- ~ 

11 self-service, gasoline provides a .sustained. reduction in gasoline 

prices, charged to r;ustomers: an~ 

19 j•. A prohibition of self-service gasoline will therefore promote 

the common \\'elfare '.' by. pro~idinl increased safety and 

21 convenience without causing economic hann to the public in 

It!eneraL· 

23 2. t\s used in this act: 

.. Attendant" means a retail dealer or ernployee of a retail 

25 dealer. 

~·r:on,n,I5.~if)ner·· nleans the Commissioner of Labor. 
.. -

:!i .·.....uel~· Ine~ .any liquid commonly or commercially known or 

!lOld as 1~llme. or other inflammable liqu~d. which is sold for use 

2!J '5 fuel in .~ inte~al 'combustion engin~s of motor vehicles. 

Gasoline station­ .or ··station·· means a place of business 

31 located in the State and used for the retail sale and dispensing of 

fuel into the tanks of motor vehicles. 

;U ·'Retai' dealer'· means a personopeiating a gasoline station. 

3. It .sh~ll be unl,8wful f~r"any atte~d~t to: " 

35 a. Dispense fuel into the tank of amot',)f vehicle while the 

vehicle ·senaine is in operation: 
1 

37 b. Dispense fuel· into any portable container 'not in 

compliance with. regulations adopted pursuant to seelio" 8 of this 

39 act; 
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1 ' c. 'Dispense fuelw~il~ smokiD'g: or 

d. ' Permit an)· perSon who is not an attendant to dispense fuel 

3 into the tank of a f1~3tor' vehicle (j~ any container. 

4~ No person shall dispe"se fuel at, a gaS91ine station. unless 

5 the person' is ' an at'tendant \vho has received instructions 

regarding the dispensing of fuel.' had pra~tical experience 

7 dispensing, fuel und,er the direct supervision' of an experienced 

operator for a period ~f not less than one full working day, and, 

9 upon examhla~ion at the end of that ,period. demonstrated his 

understanding of those instructions. The instructions shall 

t 1 include a full explanation of the prohibitions of section 3 of this 

act, and any emergency procedures established pursuant to section 

13 8 of this act. 

5. There shall be avc#.l'lable at each stati~n for inspection by 

15 the commi'ssioner a certificate for each person who dispenses fuel 

at the s~ati~n certifying th.8t the persOn mee,ts the requirements 

17 .of .section. 4 of this. ,ad. The certificate sh~lIbe signed by the 

person and the retailde'aler who operates 'the.station. 

19 6. Each' gasoline station shall be' equipped. at a location 

rernote Crom the dispensingpulnps. with a clearly identified and 

21 easily a~~e5sibleswitch or circuit breaker to shut off the power 

to all 'dispensill)C pUIt11PS in, the event of an emergency or of a 

23 custolner or other unauthorized perSon operatjog or at tempting to 

operate the pump~ 
. . ' 

25 7. A violator of any proVision Qf this act shall be liable for a 

penalty of not less than $50.00 and not Inore than $250.00 for a 

27 first' ofrens~ an~not more than S5QO.OO for ,each subsequent 

offense. Eath da)· that a Rasoline station ~pertites in \"iolationof 

29 the provisions of section, 5 or 6 ,of thiS act is,a separate violation 

by the retail dealer who operates the station. The penalties shall 

31 be sued for ~nd recove~d by the commiSSioner. in ,summary 
proceedings'· pursuant . to .. the. penalty . enrorcement ~aw,,' 

33 N.j.S.2A:58-1 etsaq.• in the county or mun:icipality where the 

offense occurred. 

35 There is established a nonlapsing dedicateet accolDlt to be 

known as the Retail, Gasoline Dispensing Safety •. AccolDlt. 

37 Penalties' collected pursuant to this seCtion shall be credited to 

the 8(:COunt and appropriated. to fund expenses of effectuating 

39 the purposes of this,act. ire at the close.of a:fiscal year;, moneys 
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1 are. availa~le beyond the fWlds necessary to meet those expenses, 

the commissioner shall detennine anappl'Opriate amoWlt to be 

3 returned to the General Fund for general State purposes. 

8. The commissioner shall. in accordance with the provisions 

5 of the "Administrative Procedure Act," P.L.I968,c.4tO 

(C.52:14B-l et seq.). adopt roles and regulations as are necessary 

1 to effectuate the purposes of this ~ct. inrrluding regulations 

establishing emergency procedures and standards concerning 

9 pump shutoff switches and other safety eqwpment to be used at 

gasoline stations. and standards for portable containers for fuel 

11 dispensed at gasoline stations, which standards shall be consistent 

with other State and federal regulations. 

13 9. P.L.1949. c.214 (C.34:3A-1 et seq.) is repealed. 

10. There is appropriated the sum of $95.000 flOm the General 

15 Fund tf) the Department of Labor to effectuate the purposes of 

this act. 

11 .·11. Thig act stiaUtake' effect immediately. except that 

sections 2 through 1·and sections 9 and 10 of this ~ct shan remain 

19 inoperative until the 180th day following enactment. 

21 

TRANSPORTAnON 

23 Motor Vehicles 

25 Establishes safety standards for gasoline stations. prohibits 

self-service: appropriates 595.000. 
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STAlE OF• .at
 

Ry St~f1alors R.~ND_ 11ALTON ~ \fEN; 
I l 

J\N, ACT establishing safety stanrlardsfor retail Rasoline statiolL". 

including a prohibition of the 5f~lf-sen;ice of ga.-.oline by 

:i customers. and repealing P_I.~ t!i4!J. c.274 fC.3-1:JA-l et seq.). 

5 BE IT 'ENA(;Tf-:ll by 'he Sena'e and General Asspmb'y oJ ,h" 
S'a'eo! Nf'w Jf'r~ry: 

;' 1. ,The L~~islittureJillds and declares that: ' 

'a. - 8f~calL"H ()f the fire hazards dire~tly associated with 

~t dispensing fUt~1. it is ~n the public' interest, that gas()lin~ station 

operators ha"oe the control needed over that' activity to ensur~ 

11 (:omphance \vith appropriate safety procedures. including turning 

()ff vehi(;le enR{nf~s and refraining from smoking while fuel is 

1:I dispensed: 

b. At self -ser\-j(:e gasoline stations in other stales. cashiers 
, ' 

15 are ()ften un.lhl~ 10 "laintain a clear view ~of the activities of 

f:u.-.t()nICrS . disp~~sin~ Rasoline. or to g,ive their' undi\'idf!d 

17 -­ at tentlon ,to f~l)C)f~lVing 'customf~~; therefore. when cu.«;tomers. 

rather thall at f'-Uri.lotS. are pt-rnli t ted to dispense fuel. it is far 

19 rnore difficult t() t~nforce cOlnplian(:e with safety pmc:edures: 

(;. The' Statf~ needs stmn~erll1e~ures to enforce both 

21 complian(;e by (:ust()lners \vith' the 'ban on self-senrice and 

cOlnp~ianc.! b~· attt!ndetnts \with safety procedures~ 

23 d. 'rhe 0 hi~hf~r ~eneraJ liilbili't~· insurClJ1c~ preilliurn rates 
.. • • I 

charged to' scI f "f~f\ i(:e station... reflect the fact that clL4;tomt~r~ 

:!:J \~ho punlp thf!ir f)\Vn fuel fact' si1nificant inconvellicn(;es and 

danRf~rs. includlllK the risks of cri.ne and fall·- related pef50naJ 

:-!7 injury. which arf~ a .spe~ial bunten to dri\-ers with phys.il.:c-tl 

infinnities. sULh cJ~ the handJ(;apped and ~n)e senior c;ltlzens: 

~~J ~. ":~poSlJrf~ tfJ to"ic Rasolint~ fumes represent a health hazard 

when ,custolnf~rs dispen~ tht!ir own Jlasollne. particularly in th~ 

.11 case of pregnant \\ort1en~ 

f. -Ibe sl~n', t Icant j,' hi J.1h•.Jr p~ice,. U5Uall~ charRed, for 

oJJ ruIJ-·se"iic;f~ ~Ci~JlJnt~ .in ~tatf~ where self-;-senoicf! is pennilt~d 

results In dlsc:rl.llun;ttlon a~aimit low incomp indIviduals_ 
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1 who are l81der greater e£onomi,: PMSSUft! 10 undergo ,he 

inconvenience and hazards'of dispensing their own gasoline; 

3 g. The increasing use of self-service has contributed to the 

diminished availability of repair facilities and maintenance 

5 services at g!JSOline stations: 

h. When gasoline stations offer both ~If-servicf! and 

7 full-service.' the higher gasoline prices usua~)y charged for 

full-service make customers less likely to request needed 

9 maintenance checks. thus lowering the level of maintenance tf) 

the detriment of public safety; 

11 i. The prohibition of customer self-service does not c:on..titule 

a restraint of trade in derogation of the general public interest 
. I 

13 because the Legislature finds no contlusive evidence that 

self~service gasoline provides a sustained reduction in gasoline 

15 prices charged' to customers; and 

j. A prohibition of self-service gasoline will therefore promote 

17 the cOln,non welfare by' providing iricrea~ed safety and 

convenience without causing economic hat"l' to the public; in 

19 general. 

2. . As used in this act: 

21 ·'Attendant'· Ineans a retail dealer orenlployee ofta retail 

dealer. 

23 ··Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Labor. 

··Fuero means any liqufd commonly or conlmercially kno\vn or 

25 sold as gasoline and sold for use as, fUt~1 in the intemal comhu.-.tion 

engines of motor vehicles. 

27 ··Gasolin'e station'· (Jr ··station·· 111eans a place of busille....... 

located In the State ,and used' for the retail sale and dispensin~ of 

29 fuel into the tanks of motor vehicles. . . 
··Retail de~ler·· means a person operaiinR a gasoline station. 

31 3. It shall be unlawful for any attendant to: 
" 

a. Di~pense fuel into the tank of a, I~otor vehicle while the 

33 vehicle·s erigine is in operation: 

b. Dispense, fuel into any portahle container not in 

35 con;lpliance with regul~tions adopted pUfS,uant 10 section 8 .of thiS 

act: 

37 c. Dispense'fuel whilt: slnoking; or 

d. Pennit any person who is not an at lend~t to dispense fuel 

-.39 into the tank'of a motor vehicl~ or any container. 



.:I. No pef!oiOn shaU dispense fuel at a gasoline station. un•• 

the person is tin attendant \who has rect!ived instructions 

~I reganling th~ dispensing of ruel. had praclil:Cll .!xperil!nce 

dispensing '.fuel under the direct supervision (Jf an .?xperi~nced 

~ operator for a period of not lesS than one full \~orkinR day. and. 
, " I 

upon examination at the ~nd ~ of that period.. deliiiJia.,tl'dit:d his 

7 understanding of those, instructIons. ~fh~ instructions shall 

include a full explanation of the prohi~itionsof section ~ of this 

~ act and any eJner~ency procedures established.pursuant to section 

8 of this act. 

11 5. There shall he available at each station for inspection by 

the commissioner if certificate for each person' ~hn dispenses fUf~1 

1,1 at the 'station c~rtifying that the" person meets the re(luiremenfs 

of se~~tion -l of this act. The certificate shall, be signf~d by the 

!;l I)~rson and the retail dealer \vho operat~s the station. 

6. f:ach gaSl}lin~:. station shall' be equipped. at a location 

17 r~lnote frorn the dispensing pumps. \vith ~ cl.early identified and 

easily accessiblt~ s\vit"ch or circuit breaker to shut off the power 

I ~ to ail disp~nsinR. IJurnps in the event of an emergency or of a 

(:ustolller or"nthf~r unauthorized person operatin,q, .or attenlpting to 

:.! I ~JlJerat'~ the plIIIlIJ. 
..'. " ", 

I. A.violator of an~: provision of this a{;t shali be liable for a 

:.!'i p~nalty .()f not less than $50.00 and not nlore 'than S250.00 for d 

first offense and not Inore than $500.00 for each subsequent 

:!5 offense. ' Each di1~· that a gasoline station operates in \'iolation of 

the provisi{,)ns of section 5 or 6 of this act is a separate \·iolation 

2. -; by the retail dt~alt!r \vho opcratt:~ the station. l'he penal ties sllalJ 

be sued f()r' aJld recovered l')y the conlrnissioner. in sunlmar,· 

2~) pro(;eedin~ IJursuanl to '·the penalt~- enforcement la\'~.·· 

~. J..S.. 2A:58--1 et seq.• In the counl~' or municipalit)· where the 

] 1 orfense occurred. 

There is 'estahl'ished it nonlapsing dedicated accowli to he 

.ti 'known as the Rt~tail Ga50I'in.~ DispenSing s.,(.~I)· :\ccowlt. 

Penalties',coll.~(:tedpursuant to this ~tion shall be credited to 

]:) the account and appropriated 
" 

to' 'fund f!llpenses of t!rrec~tuating . 
the purposes of this act.' If. at the close of a, rlsCal )-ear. Inone~'s 

,~7 are available h.!~·ond the fWlds n'~:f~,Il· to .neet those expenses. 

the Cf)mlnis.~ion.~r shall detennine iln appropriate amount to be 

jq retunlL-d to' th~ (;.An.~r~l~ Fund fq-:- genera') Stale pul-poses. 
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8. The commi~~ioner shall. in i;lccordanr:e .ilh lhe provisions 

of the "AdministrativH Procedure AI;t." .P.L.l968. c.-I10 

3 (C.'52: 148-1 et seq.). adopt rul~ and' regulations as are necl9Hlry 

to effectuate the purposes of this act. including regulations 

5 establishing .em~rgency I)mcedures, and standa.-ds concemin8 

pump shutoff switches and other safety equipmen:t to be uset) at 

7 gasoline stations and standards for portable containers for fuel 

dispensed at Rasoline stations. which standards shall be consistent 

9 with other State and federal regulations. 

9. P'.L.1949. c.274 (C.3.J:3A-l et,seq.) is repealed. 

11 10. This act shall take effect immediately. except that 

sections 2 through 7 and section 9 of this act shall relnain 

13 inop~rative until the 180th day following enactlnent. 

17 This bill s:trengthens the safety standards i':llposed on Rasoline 

stations. The bill prohibits the dis,pensing of gasoline by any()ne 

19 other t'han station attendants who have 'had instruction and at 

least one full working. day ~f su'pervised experif!n(;e with the 

21 dispensing equipment. It prohibits ·'ttendMtsfrom d,ispensing 

ga~line while sinoking or dispensing it into unauthorized 

23 containers or v,ehicles with nmning f~nRin~s. 'rhe ,bill requires that 

stations be equipped with cutoff S\vit(;hes .renl()te fro'il lht!ir 

25 pumps and requires station operators to rn·aintitin certificittt~S. 

that each attendant has demonstrated kno\vl~dge of the refluir(!d 
- . 

27 safety procedures. It sets penalties ~or \iiolations and dedi(:a'~s 

the'money collected in penalties to entorc~ll1ent costs. 

29 The bill alSo repeals P.L.1949. c.27~ (C.:J4::JA-1 et seq.t "hic:h. 

like the bill. prohibits the dispensing of Masoline by anyone otht~r 

31 than a trained station attendant. but do~snot currf~ntly include 

any of the bill· s other safHty r~quirHlnents. 

33 

TRANSP()RTATI()N 

35 Motr~r Vehi(:h!s 

31	 Est,ablishes: safety .stilndards f(ir ~aS()line stations. prohibits 

sel f -seNice. 
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DATED: OCTOBER 5,1989 

" 
The Assembly Law, Public ,Safety and Correctiqns Commit.tee 

favorably reports the Senate Committee Substitute for Senate 

Bill Nos. 2881 and 2906. 

The Senate .colninittee substitute impOses new and stronger 

safety standards. for ~etail'gasoline sta'tions. 

Under" the provisions of the su~titute,., gasoline Md 

inflammable liquids may be dispenSed only by st~tion attendants 

who have been appropriately trained and have had at least one 

full working.- day. of ~upe~ised experienc~ with~ the station -'5 

dispensing equipment. The substituter~uires that the operator 

of' each retail gasoline' station maintain a certificate. confinning 

that those training requirements have been fulf~lled. for each 

person who dispenses fuel. The certificates are subject to 

inspection by the Commissioner of. Labor. In! addition. the 

substitute prohibits attendants from dispensing fuel while 

smoking. into any type of unauthorized or app~v~ container and 

into any vehicle whose engine is not shut off. 'I1Ie substitute also 
I 

requires that S8soline station~ be equipped. with I special circuit 

breakers or cut orf switches so. that, power 10 the dispensing 
pumps m~y be shut .off in an emergency or in the event a 

customer or any other unauthorized 'person attempts to operate 
• 1\1' . • '..' ~ 

the pump•. 

Violators are subject to penalties of not less than $50 or more 

than S250 for a fi.rst offense. 'I1Ie penalty for any subsequent 

violation may no, exceed $500.' All moneys collected 85 penalties 
. .' . 

are to be ~~ited in a spec~al account. known as the Retail 
Gasoline· Di,pensing Safety Account~· to. defray the costs of 

enforcinl the provisions' of the substitute. If. in any fiscal year. 

the moneys ~eposited in the account exceed the amount required 

for enforcement. the Commissioner of Labor is directed to retum 

--an appropriate amount" ~o the General FlDId to be used for 

leneral State purposes. 
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The current law prohibiting' the dispensing of gasoline by 

anyone other ~han a trained station attendant is repealed 
(P.L. t94~t c,)274; C.34~3A-l et seq.). . 

Finally, $95 0000 is a'ppropriated from the General Fund to the 

Departn,ent of Labor in order to effectuate :the purposes of the 
substitute. 

As released from this committee, this Senate committee 

substitute is identical to "the Assembly comulit tee substitute for 

Assembly Bill 3749 ,also released by the committee on this day. 



.'
 

DA1~ED: FEBRUARY 23,.1989 

The Senate Transportation and·· Communications Committee 

favorably reports' Senate Committee Substitute for Senate Bill Nos. 

2881 and 2906. 

This committee' substi-tutfi! strengthens the safety standards 

imposed 00- aasoline stations. The bill prohibits the dispensing of 

gasoline. or ,inflammable liquid by anyone other than station 

attendant~who have had inStruction and at least one full working day 

of supervised experience with the dispensina equipment. It prohibits 

attendants from dispensinglasoline while smokins or dispensing it 

into unauthorized containers or vehicles with "runnioa engines. ,The 

bill requires that stations be 'equipped with cutoff switches remote 

from their pumps -and· .,requires station - operators to maintain 

certificates t~t each atteiulant has demonstrated knowledle of the 

required safety proce:dures. It sets penalties for violations and' 

t dedicates the money collected in penalties to enforCement costs. 

This substitute also repeals' P.L.1949. c.274 (C.34:3A-t et seq.J 
which. like the bill. prohibits the dispensing of gasoline by anyone 

other than a trained station attendant. bUt does not currently include 
any of the bill- S otber safety requirements. ' 

The bin also appropriates $95.000 from the General Fund to the 

Department of L8bor to effectuate the purposes of·the biU. 
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SENATE COHKITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE BILL NOS. 2881 and 2906 

To the Senate: 

Pursuant to Article V. Section I. Paragraph IS of the Constitution. I am 

appending to Senate C01llllittee Substitute for Senate BUI Nos. 2881 and 2906 

at the time of signing it my statement of the ite•• , o~ parts thereof. to 

which I object so,that each item. or part thereof. so objected to shall not 

take effect. 

The purpose of this bill is to continue the current 40-year old ban on 

self-service pumping of gasoline and to strengthen safety standards imposed on 

retail lasoline stations. The bill prohibits the dispensins of gasoline by 

anyone other than station attendants who have received specific instructions 

relardinl the proc.dur•• for safely dispen.ins fuel and have had practical 

experience di.pen.inl fuel under the direct .up.rvi.~on of·an experienced 

operator for one full vork~ns day•. To ensure that all attendants receive 

the requl.ite In.truction and practical experience in fuel dispensinl, the 

bill requir•• that • certiflcate be ~ilned by both the retail d.aler and the 

..,lo,ee atte.tin, to c~lianc. with the•• requir...nt. and that the.e ~.rtifi-

cate. b...de available for in.pection by the n.partaent of Labor. 

Th. bill a180 .pe~ifically ~rohibit. the di.pensinl of fuel while the 

vehicle'. enlin. i. runninl, while the attendant i. saokinl or into unauthorized 

containers.Th. bUI f.urther requires that .ach la.oltne station be equipped 

vith • clearly aark.ed 'UlIOucutoff switch .for the pover to the dispen.inc 

,..,.. In the e.ent of an eaergency or an unauthorized person operating the 

pu8pS, the power source can rapidly be terminated. The penalties for vl01atin. 

an, provi.ion of this bill areestabli.hed at not les. than S50 aDd not=nre 

thao 1250 for a first offense .and not more th... SSOO for each subsequent 

off..... n-. bill alao appropriatesS'S,OOO to the DeparRlent of LabOr to 

adainl.t.r aad enforce this legislation. 

The Le.i.lature has declar.d in this bill that the self-service pumpin« 

of fuel is eoetrary to the health and safety interests of the public. I aar.e 

vith the Lelisla~are that full service at re~ail gasoline statiODs should 
, , 

be a.allable at all t~s and to every motorist tD.the State. However, I see 
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no need to appropriate $95.000 froJtl the General Fund to the Department of Labor 

to effectuate the purposes of this act. The Department is currently enforcing 

the existing self-service prohibition. and I find no compelling reason to commit 

additional enforcement r~sources. 

Accordingly, I herewith append the following· statement of objections to 

the sums. or parts thereof. appropriated by this bill: 

Pale 4. Section 10. 
I 
Lines 14-16: Dele.te in ita entirety 

Pa•• 4. Section 10, Line 17: D.lete "II" and insert "10" 

Respectfully, 

GOVERNOR 
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