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SENATE, No, 740 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

Introduced Pending Technical Review by Legislative Counsel 

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1988 SESSION 

By Senator CODEY 
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AN ACT providing for the payment of counsel fees and 

supplementing Title 2A of the New Jersey Statutes. 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the 

State of New Jersey: 

1. If a party in any action to enforce and collect child support 

ordered by a court pursuant to the provisions of N. J.S. 2A:34-23 

has incurred counsel fees, the court shall require the defaulting 

party to pay those counsel fees unless the court finds that the 

default was substantially justified or that other circumstances 

make an award of counsel fees unjust. The court shall 

detennine the appropriate award for counsel fees and shall 

consider the financial circumstances of the parties and whether 

each acted in good faith. 

2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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This bill will provides that in an action to enforce and collect 

child support payments, the court shall require the defaulting 

party to pay the counsel fees of the party seeking enforcement 
a,. 

unless the court finds that the default was substantially justified 

or that other circumstances make an award of counsel fees 

unjust. The bill empowers the court to determine the 

appropriate award of cOWlsel fees and to consider the financial 

circumstances of the parties and whether the parties acted in 

good faith. 
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DOMESTIC RELATIONS 

Courts 

33 Pennits a judge to award counsel fees in supplemental legal 

proceedings to collect court ordered child support. 



SENATE, No. 740 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1988 SESSION 

By Senator CODEY 
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AN ACT providing for the payment of counsel fees and 

supplementing Title 2A of the New Jersey Statutes. 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the 

State of New Jersey: 

1. If a party in any action to enforce and collect child support 

ordered by a court pursuant to the provisions of N.l .S. 2A:34-23 

has incurred counsel fees, the court shall require the defaulting 

party to pay those counsel fees unless the court finds that the 

default was substantially justified or that other circumstances 

make an award of counsel fees unjust. The court shall 

determine the appropriate award for counsel fees and shall 

consider the financial circumstances of the parties and whether 

each acted in good faith. 

2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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DOMESTIC RELATIONS 

Courts 

21 Permits a judge to award counsel fees in supplemental legal 

proceedings to collect court ordered child support. 



ASSEMB LY JUDICIAR Y COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 740
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: SEPTEMBER 28, 1989 

The Assembly Judiciary Committee reports favorably Senate 

Bill No. 740. 

This bill provides that in an action to enforce and collect child 

support payments, the court shall require the defaulting party to pay 

the counsel fees of the party seeking enforcement unless the court 

finds that the default was substantially justified or that other 

circumstances make an award of counsel fees unjust. The bill 

empowers the court to determine the appropriate award of counsel 

fees and to consider the financial circumstances of the parties and 

whether the parties acted in good fai th. 



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO
 

SENATE, No. 740
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: JANUARY 28,1988 

The Senate Judiciary Committee reports favorably Senate Bill 

No. 740. 

This bill provides that in an action to enforce and collect child 

support payments, the court shall require the defaulting party to 

pay the counsel fees of the party seeking enforcement unless the 

court finds that the default was substantially justified or that 

other circumstances make an award of counsel fee unjust. The 

bill empowers the court to determine the appropriate award of 

counsel fees and to consider the financial circumstances of the 

parties and whether the parties acted in good faith. 

This bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 1988 session 

pending technical review. As reported, the bill includes the 

changes required by technical review which has been perfonned. 
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