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Sponsor's statement: 

This bill requires law enforcement officers to note on the motor vehicle accident reports 
they prepare if the front seat passengers in the vehicles invloved in the accident were 
wearing seat belts in compliance with P.L. 1984 c. 179 (C. 39:3-76.2e et seq.) 



[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 107 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

:PR:E-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1986 SESSION 

By Assemblyman BRO'VN. 

AN ACT concernillg motor vehicle accident reports and amending 

R. S. 39 :4-131. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate altd General Assetnbly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. R. S. 39 :4-131 is amen(led to read as follows: 

2 39 :4-131. The divisioIl sllall prepare and supply to 110lice de­

3 partlllents and other suitable agencies, forIns for accidellt reports 

4 callillg' for sufficielltly detailed iIlfornlation ,vitIl reference to a 

5 motor vehicle accident, inclllding the cause, t11e conclitions tl1eIl 

6 existing', the perSOllS and vehicles involved, the compl'iartce with 

7 P. L. 1984, c. 179 (C. 39 :3-76.2e et seq.) by the operrators and 

8 passengers of the vehicles 'i1tVolved in the accideltt, and SllCh in­

9 formation as tIle director nlay require. 

10 Every law enforcemellt officer who investigates a vehicle accidellt 

11 of which report lllUSt be made as required in tllis Title, or who 

12 other,vise prepares a ,vritten report as a result of an accident or 

13 thereafter by intervie,ving the participants or ,vitnesses, shall for­

14 ,vard a writteIl reIJOrt of suell accident to tIle division, on fornls 

15 furnished by it, \vithill five days after Ilis investigatioll of the 

16 aecidellt. 

17 Suell written reports required to be for,varded by law enforce­

18 meJlt officers alld the illforIllation eontailled therein shall not be 

19 privileg'ed or held cOllfidential. Every citizen of this State shall 

20 have tIle rigllt, during regular business llours and llnder super­

21 vision, to inspect and copy such reports and shall also have tIle 

22 rigllt in perSOll to purcIlase copies of the reports at the sanle fee 

23 established b)T sectioll 2 of P. L. 1963, c. 73 (C. 47:1A-2). If copies 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold..laeed brackets [thus] in the above bill
 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
 

Matter printed in italics thus is new matter.
 

Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as followe: 
*-Assembly committee amendment adopted February 3, 1986. 
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24 of reports are requested otller tllan in persoll, an additional fee of 

25 up to $5.00 for the first t11ree pages and $1.00 per pag'e thereafter 

26 may he added to cover the adnlinistrative costs of the report. 

27 The provisions of any otl1er law or regulation to tIle contrary 

28 llot,vithstanding, reports obtailled pursuant to this act shall 110t be 

29 subject to cOllfidentiality requirenlents except as provided by sec­

30 tion 28 of P. L. 1960, c. 52 (C. 2A:84A-28). 

1 2. ~~his act sllall take effect *[immediately]* *01~ the 180th day 

2 after e'nactment.* 

MOTOR VEHICLE OFFENSES 

Requires law enforcenlent officers to note on accident reports if 

passengers ,vere wearing seat belts. 



ASSEMBLY, No. 107 
Tlltroduced r.·llllill~ T.·,'hl!;":!: Ih·'.-i,'W hy I.,'):i~b!i\'io ('''11l1~''\
 

"'H:-FILED ....Oll lXTIlOnrc 'Tln~ 1~ 1'HE 1~)~3 ~E~~h)~
 

By ,\~st'll,h)ymllll RROWN
 

ASSEMBLY, No. 3124 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

)!\'rHOnlTCEO .JAXUARY 28. 198.'i 

By A:;;~embl~'1nen unowx and PELLY 

A~ Al.1" eonccnJillg lIIotor \'ellicle nccidcnt rePorts atld amending 

R, S. 39 :4-131. 

nt; I'f t:N.\l.-:'fJ-:U by lI't' S,'ullie alUl GeNe,.lll ..4s'llcmMy (if 11t~ SttJlc
 

2 01 Nelli Jen~cy:
 

1 1. H. S. 3!l :-1-1:11 j:; ulUl'11l1~.1 to rend as follows: 
C)... :~tt:4-131. The .Iidsioll shnlJ prepare and 8ullply to JlolJ(:f! de­ , 

f
.~:~ pnrtlllcntti :l/Icl otlwr l'uituhle ll~en('ies, forms for nreid(mt re}JOrta 

-I callitl,~ for sulli"'iclltl,, ,lc,~tnil(~1 informatinn ~·ith f(~fc~rcIlCt· to ft 

i". motor ,'chic'le ac(~idcllt, ill('ludill~ the cuusc, the' et-mditionM thtm 

6 existing, t,hl! )lpr:-nll" lllld \'('hictt's in\'oh~('d,'h(' ('OlHliliaHCCtfJ;tA 

1 I", I•. 1984, ", li"!1 ((', ,1!1:,Q-'16.2t: ,., .seq.) b!J tI"., f)IJf.'.'nlo,.il nlf" n 
J Im......(!M!Je,......( /lie ",~I,idc... i"VOltJf'd i,. lilt' tICC;,h:"t, and such in­

I 

" ~l formation n~ th,t' clirf'f'tor ma;y I'eq' ire. 

10 E"cry law cmforet>nwllt offiet>r who investigates 8 vehicle aeeident 
<'

11 Ill' whidl report nlU~t he DuuIe as required in this Titlc, or .'ho	 '~ 

i~12 otherwise '.lrc'lmres :l written report as a result of an accident or 
I.,l:l thereafter hy inh~f\'iewing the participants or ,,'itJlE'.ssetl, shall for­ ( 

1-1 wnrd a writlcll report uf such aeddent to the division, 011 fonn:' 

15 furnished by it, withill fin~ days after his investigation or the 

1r. IIl'cident. 

17 Such writ tt'll rp'lorts rl'quirf>d to he forwardoo by law en(orte­

1~ nW1l1 offiCf'r~ a III I the illforlllntion contained thC!'rein Fohall not be 

Ul pri\-i1(\~"ed or lll'ld confidential. E\"ery citizen of this State shall 

20 h:l\-e the ri~h:. durin~ re~r b,..siness hours and under IlUper-­

21 vision, to inl'pc>ct and copy such reports and shall also ha\"e the 

22 right' in person to Jlurchase copies of the reports at the same fee 

23 established by section 2 of p, L. 1963, Co 73 (C. 47:1A-2). If copies ........................_-­
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24 or reports are reqll~~tf\dother thaI) i. penoll~an ad\iitionAl tt·~ t,r 
25 up to •.00 for tllP nrst tIlret' }.\age. and $1.00 ller pap th~"e8'tt.\' 

26 may be a(l()t~d to flQ\'er f:lt@ adJl,ini.t"'ti,,~ ~.t. of the Tel)(\rt~ 

27 Tlle pro\~isiou~ ()f8D)'r ot,her law or regulation to tht\ ~(\llt ...r~~ 

28 11otwithKtandi)H~~ rellOrt, ol:)tailJed pIl'naant to t'his aat ,SllA" ll0t l.M"l 

29 subjeettt• ool)fident'iality 'require""lItI' euel)t; •• providecl l))~ 84M'~ 

:M\ t· ·28··· ~ 
I 

P I 1(~ , 1:9 (C"9A' .........&. Ga)
~7V '10n" .01 . • ..... .-"JU, 1!••)4 . _.I"~ ~~~! ~_.' <, . 

1 2__ 1~ll_i8 net: 811all take(~ff~-et iDu,aedi.I:,. 

STATEDR'I' 
1'his I.ill I~EKJuires 18-" ollforoemeat.-en to IteMe on -tilt _. 

veh.iele a(~id.'nt ~pc)rtstiley pre~'if 'the front,'" ~.. 

,i. theV(~lli...Jns i'l\'tolvecl i •• tile ,.cleat were ..ntw-t WtI '" 
eompliaDC(~ \\·it~l, I'. ,"'_ 1!t84, c. l79(O••,:$-16.1e et WI.),. 



ASSEMBLY LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY, DEFENSE AND
 
CORRECTIONS COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 107 
with Assembly committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: FEBRUARY 3,1986 

The Assembly Law, Public Safety, Defense and Corrections Com­

mittee reports favorably Assembly Bill No. 107 with amendments. 

As amended by the committee, Assembly Bill No. 107 requires law 

enforcement officers to note on motor vehicle accident reports if the 

front seat passengers in the vehicles were wearing seat belts in compli­

ance with the Passenger Automobile Seat Belt Usage Act (P. L. 1984, 

c.179; C. 39 :3-76.2e et seq.). 

The committee amended the bill to delay its implementation for six 

months. 

This bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 1986 session pending 

technical review. As reported with amendments, the bill includes the 

changes required by technical review which has been performed. 



SENATE LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND DEFENSE
 
COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 107 
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
I 

I 

DATED: DECEMBER 8, 1986 I 
I 

I 

The Senate Law, Public Safety and Defense Committee favorably 

reports Assembly Bill No. 107 OCR. I 

This bill requires that law enforcement officers note on motor vehicle I 
I 

accident reports whether or not front seat passengers in vehicles in-I 

vol'7ed in accidents were wearing seat belts in compliance with thel 

"Passenger Automobile Seat Belt Usage Act," P. L. 1984, c. 179 (C.I 

39 :3~76.2e et al.). I
I 



Bills Signed 
Page 2 
January 29, 1987 

A-107, sponsored by Assemblyman Willie Brown, D-Essex, requires the 

Division of Motor Vehicles to place on accident reports which they forward 

to all law enforcement agencies, R section where law enforcement agencies 

shall note compliance with the mandatory seat belt law by the operators and 

passengers of vehicles involved in that accident. 

This legislation codifies a practice of the Division of Motor Vehicles 

which has requires this information since 1975. 

The legislation is effective on ~he 180th day after enactment. 

A-429, sponsored by Assemblyman John Paul Doyle, D-Ocean, which 

sets forth the circumstances under which the proceeds of a jUdgment, held 

in trust by the county surrogate for the benefit of a minor, will be 

distributed. 

The Legislature concurred with Governor Kean's recommended changes 

in the original legislation which specified, consistent with current 

practice, that judgment proceeds shall be payable to an individual at the 

age of 18 except when the courts find such person to be incompetent. 

The legislation is effective immediately. 

A-1739, sponsored by Assemblyman Frank Pelly, D-Middlesex, creates a 

disorderly persons offense for the unauthorized sale, purchase, gift or 

loan of a law enforcement agency badge that is in use or has been in use 

in New Jersey within ,the IRst five years preceding the transfer. 

The offense carries a penRlty of a finp. of up to $1,000 or a term of 

imprisonment of no greater thRn six months or both. 

The legislation is effective immediately. 

-more­
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