70, Y04 /470 and yon. /8- 9/

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY CUECKLIST

404 /9

(Fire districts--Establishment or dissolution
HJSA WOA:14-70, LOA:14-90 and HOA:1H4-91 --require assent of 5% of registered voters)

LALS OF 1979 CHAPTER 381

Bi1t o, A1683

Sponsor(s) Kalik and others

Date Introduced October 5, 1978

Commitiea: Assembly  Municipal Government

Senate County and Municipal Government

Amended durinn passane Hos L0

Date of Passane: Assembly June 18, 1979

Senate  Dec. 17, 1979

Date of approval Feb. 5, 1980

Foiloving statements are attacied if availatle:

Sponsor statement Yes B33
Committee Statement: Assenbly Yes X

Senate Yes B
Fiscal Hote Yo I'o
Veto i-essane Yasx 'o
i:essane on sianing Y t'o

Following were printad.

Reports Yo no
Hearinas YR% o

Srafic
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APPROVED, &-3-F7

ASSEMBLY, No. 1683

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED OCTOBER 5, 1978

By Assemblywoman KALIK, Assemblymen COSTELLO, MARTIN,

NEWMAN, DOYLE, Assemblywoman KIERNAN, Assemblymen
FROUDE and KOZLOSKI

Referred to Committee on Municipal Government

Ax Act concerning the establishment, enlargement, and dissolution
of fire districts, and amending sections 40A :14-70, 40A :14-90 and
40A :14-91 of the New Jersey Statutes.

1 BE 17 ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
2 of New Jersey: -

1. 1.N.J.S.40A:14-70is amended to read as follows:

2 40A :14-70. In any municipality not having a paid or part-paid
3 fire department and force, the governing body, upon application of
4 at least 5% of the registered voters or 20 legal voters whichever is
5 the greater, by ordinance, shall designate a territorial location or
6 locations for usc as a fire district or fire districts and, by resolution,
.7 provide for the election of a board of fire commissioners for the
8 district or each district to consist of five persons, residents therein,
9 and specify the time and place for such election.
10© The district or each district shall be assigned a number and
11 the commissioners thereof and their successors shall be a body
12 corporate, to be known as ‘‘the commissioners of fire district
13 No..... . .in ... . .. . . ... (name of municipality), county
14-150f .. ... ... ... .. (name of county)’’. The said body cor-
16 porate shall have the power to acquire real and personal prop-
17 erty for its purposes. It may adopt and use a corporate seal,
18 sue or be sued and shall have such powers, duties and functions
19 as are usual and necessary for said purposes.
20 At the time and place specified for the election of the first
291 board the clerk of the municipality shall conduct the election
22 and shall preside at the meeting until the board shall have been
23 elected.

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets Lthusl in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
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At the first meeting of a newly elected board of fire commis-
sioners of a distriect the board shall choose a chairman and fix
the time and place for the annual election. The members of the
board shall divide themselves by lot into three classes; the first to
consist of two members to be elected for terms of 1 year; the
second, two members for terms of 2 years; and the third, one
member for a term of 3 years. Upon the expiration of said
terms their successors shall be elected for terms of 3 years.

Any vacancy in the membership shall be filled by the remaining
members until the next succeeding annual election, at which time a
resident of the district shall be elected for the unexpired term.

2. N.J. S. 40A:14-90 is amended to read as follows:

40A :14-90, The governing body of a municipality having a fire
district therein, [upon application as herein provided,] by ordi-

nance, may enlarge such fire district by extending the boundaries

* thereof to include additional territory in such municipality but not

included in another fire district.

[Such ordinance shall only be adopted upon an application in
writing designating the area proposed to be included, submitted
by at least 10 legal voters residing in such area.] Upon the
adoption of any such ordinance and publication thereof as required
by law the additional territory shall become part of said fire distriet.

Nothing contained herein shall affect the terms or tenure of
members of the board of fire commissioners or officers or per-
sonnel thereof, nor the bonds and obligations, if any, of such fire
district.

3. N.J.S.40A:14-91 is amended to read as follows:

40A :14-91. Upon a written application therefor, of at least 5%
of the registered voters or, 20 legal voters whichever is the greater
Fresiding in a fire district] the governing body of the municipality,
wherein the fire district is located, shall consider the dissolution of
the fire district. Upon receipt of such an application the governing
body of said municipality shall fix a time and place for a hearing
thereon. The municipal clerk shall advertise the notice of hearing
in a newspaper circulating in the county wherein the municipality
islocated at least once and not less than 10 days prior to the meeting.

After the hearing the governing body of said municipality shall
determine the question of the proposed dissolution.

If a resolution be adopted that the fire district be dissolved,
any moneys remaining in the fire district treasury shall be disposed
of as the said governing body shall direct.

4. This act shall take effect immediately.
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STATEMENT

Fire districts established within a municipality affect not only the
territory which they embrace, but the whole municipality. It is
therefore appropriate that the whole municipality have a say in
their establishment, enlargement and dissolution rather than allow
such decisions to be initialed by mo more than 20 legal voters.
This bill would require the assent of at least 5% of the registered
voters before a fire district could be established or dissolved. An
exception is allowed for those few small municipalities that have

less than 400 registered voters. Such municipalities would still need

only 20 legal voters to establish or dissolve a fire district.
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STATEMENT

Fire districts established within a municipality affect not only the
territory which they embrace, but the whole municipality. It is
therefore appropriate that the whole municipality have a say in
their establishment, enlargement and dissolution rather than allow
such decisions to be initialed by no more than 20 legal voters.
This bill would require the assent of at least 5% of the registered
voters before a fire district could be established or dissolved. An
exception is allowed for those few small municipalities that have
less than 400 registered voters. Such municipalities would still need

only 20 legal voters to establish or dissolve a fire distriet.



ASSEMBLY MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 1683

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: MAY 7, 1979

The sponsor’s statement is adequate. The League of Municipalities
writes:

““Since a Fire District serves a substantial part, or in most instances
the whole municipality, it is only right that more voters participate in
determining whether or not a Fire District should be established or
dissolved. A special exception is allowed for those few small muniei-
palities that have less than 400 registered voters.

We believe that the public safety of each local government would be
best served if the residents had more of a say in such decisions and

we urge the Legislature to pass this bill.”’



SENATE COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL
GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 1683

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: DECEMBER 6, 1979

Assembly bill 1683 would increase for most municipalities the requir-
ed number of voter signatures needed for the governing body to form
a fire district. In most municipalities the requirement would be 3% of
the registered voters. In municipalities having 400 or fewer voters, the
nunber would remain at 20 legal voters.

The bill would elimiinate the requirement for application of 10 or more
legal voters residing in an area for the enlargement of a fire district to
include that area. Under the bill, the governing body could eularge a fire
distriet by ordinance withouat the need for application.

With respect to dissolving fire distriets, the bill would require the
application of 5% of the legal voters in most wmunicipalities. In wuni-
cipalities having 400 or fewer voters, the nuniber would remain at 20
legal voters. The requirement that these voters reside in the fire district

would be eliminated.

The sponsor states:

“Fire districts established within a municipality affect not only the
territory which they embrace, but the whole municipality. It is therefore
appropriate that the whole municipality have a say in their establish-
ment, enlargement and dissolution rather than allow such decisions to be
initiated by no more than 20 legal voters.”’

The League of Municipalities approves the bill as follows:

““Sinee a Fire Distriet serves a substantial part, or in most instances
the whole municipality, it is only right that more voters participate in
determining whether or not a Fire District should be established or
dissolved. A special exception is allowed for those few small munici-
palities that have less than 400 registered voters.

We beleive that the publie safety of each local government would be
best served if the residents had more of a say in such decisions and we

urge the Legislature to pass this bill.”’
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The certification would be phased in so that begiunning January 1, 1982, no tax
ollector could be appointed or reappointed or gain tenure without the certification.

The bill also provides that a tax collector could only be removed from office for

5

Kalik (D-Burlington), which increases tha

body in most municipalities to either
of signatures would be five percent of the
thzn 400 voters, twenty signatures would

Ict is being dissolved, the voters would

ezpplication by ten or more legal voters

esiding in an area for the enlargemant of a fire district to include that area. Under
the bill, the governing body can enlargs thz fire district by ordinance without application.

A-3040, sponsored by Assemblyrman Eugene H. Thoopson (D-Essex), which repeals the
Jersey Cemetery Board to be necessary

indispensable parties in any litigation involwving a cemetery company.

The former penalty for failing to pay the tax, violating any provision of the law,
iing false statements, or concealing any materizl fact was a fine of up to $1,000 or

prisonment for up to six months, or both. Thase penalties are changed to a fine of up




	CHECKLIST
	FINAL TEXT OF BILL
	SPONSOR'S STATEMENT
	ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE STATEMENT
	SENATE COMMITTEE STATEMENT
	GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE ON SIGNING A1683

