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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF R.S. 39:4-91
(Right of wav of erergency vehicles; liability of
drivers)

L. 1328 Chapter 281 Art VIII gg 13, 15 - SSAl

June 4 - Introduced at Srecial Session.
July 10 - Passed in Assemblyv.
July 10 - Passed in Senate.

July 10 - Aoproved. (Ccpv of original SSAl, gl3,15 enclosed).

L. 1351 Chapter 23 g 49 - A4

January 15 - Introduced >y Cavinato (Pages photocopied from
original bill and statement enclosed)

January 22 - 2nd reading, amended.

January 29 - Amended.

February 5 - Passed in Assembly, amended.

February 12 - Received in Senate.

March 14 - Reported with com. amendts., 2nd reading.

March 14 - Amended.

March 21 - Passed in Senate, amended.

March 26 - Senate amend., received in Assembly.

March 28 - Senate amend., passed in Assembly.

April 5 - Approved. (Amendments to A4 did not effect gi9)

No hearings or reports discovered. OFg 9“
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i POWhen two veloeles appaonch o citer an mitercction at approsinately the
2 wame time, the driver of the vehiele o the tere shall vicld thie richt of war to the

o

‘I

0

(3}

vehiiele on the right.

13, The driver o a vehicle upon a highway shall vield the right ot way to
police and fire department vehickes and moter vehiele tspectors when they are
operated upon official husiness and the drivers thereot sound audible signal by bell
siren or exhaust whistle, This provision shall not operate to relieve the driver of
a poiice or fire department vehicle or motor vehicle itispector from the duty to drive
with due recand for the safcty of all persons using the highway, nor shall it protect
the driver of any such vdducle from the consequences of an arburary exereize ot
such might of way.

I+ (a) Upon the approach of any police or fire department vehicle giving
andible stenad by el siren or exhaust winstle, the driver of cvery otlier vehicle
shedt moncdintelhy drnve the same to g position as near as possible and paratiel 1o the
el hand edee or enrb of the highnway, clear of any ntersection of highwavs, and
shedl stop and remnn i such position unless otherwise  directed by a police or
trathe oftcer untl the nolice or fire departiment vehicle =hall have passed.

P The drivar or person i control o1 a street car shiadl immediately stop said
car nen the approach of a fire engine or other Nre apparatus and keep it stationary
untt suclt ergmne oroother fire apparvatus shall have passed.

cos Ieoshall be undaw ol Yor the dviver oCany vehiele other than one on otheial

Dusiness to follow any fire apparatus, traveling m response to o fre alarm, closer
the twe huendred fect or o diive into or park such vebiele within tweo hundred
feet of where fre apparatus has stopped 10 answer to a fire alarm,
120 Police, nre departtgent. five patrod, wathe emergene: repatr, Unitad States
mail velicles, physicians and hospital ambulances shall have the right of wav i any
strect. and i oaddition thereto, shall have the vght of wayv through any procession,
[f anv processicn shall take longer than nve sainuates 1o pass any given point, such
procession <hall be interrupted every five minutes for the passage of ratie which
may be waiting.

10, It shail be unlawtal for any employee ol any steinn or coectrie railroad coni-
PN LG OpeTate any Jocomotive or (rain, or Crossing gate 1mosuch @ mamier as to
nincecssariy provent or interrere with the usc ot any highway {or the purposc ot

travel.
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10 b. A vehiele shall be driven as nearly as practicable entirely within a
11 single lane and shall not be moved from that lane until the driver has
12 first ascertained that the movement can be made with safety.

13 c. Upon a highway which is divided into three lanes, a vehiele shall
14 not he driven in the center lane exeept when overtaking or passing another
15 vehicle or in preparvation for a left furn or unless the center lane i1s at the
16 time alloeated for traffic moving in the divection thelvehiele is proceeding
17 and is signposted to give notice of that allocation.

18 d. The State Highway [eommi<sion] Commissioner may by regulation

19 or local authoritics may by resolution or ordinance with respect to high-
20 wavs under their jurvisdiction designate right-hand lanes for slow moving
21 tiruffic and inside lanes for traffic moving at the speed designated for the
22 distriet as provided under this chapter, and when the lanes are sign-
23 posted or marked to give notice of the designation a vehiele mway be
24 driven in any lane allocated to traftic moving m the diveetion m which 1t
25 is proceeding, hut when traveling within the inside lanes the vehiele shall
96 be driven at approximately the speed authovized in sueh lanes and speed
27 shall not be decreased unnecessarily so as to block, hinder or retard traffic.
1 48. When the driver of a vehiele, about to enter a highwav from
2 private road 01" driveway or about to euter a private road or driveway
3 from a highway, shall find it necessary to drvive upon the sidewalk, he shall
4 vield the vight ol way to all pedestrinns on the sidewalk,
D The driver of a vehicle about 1o enter or eross a hichway from a pri-
6 vate road ov driveway shall yield the vight of way to all vehieles approach-
7 ing on said highway.
1 49. Seetion 39:4-91 of the Reviced Statutes is amended to read as
2 follows:
3 39:4-91. The driver of a vehiele upon a hichway shall yvield the right

4 of way to [police, fire department, fire patrol, trafic} any authorized emer-

<

gency [repair and United States mail vehicles, motor vehicle inspectors,

6 physicinns and hospital ambulances, T vehiele when [they are} i is oper-
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7 ated on official business, or in the exereise of [their drivers’] the driver’s

profession or calling, in respouse to an emergeney call or in the pursuit

ol an actual or suspected violator of the law and when [the drivers thercot

sound] an audible signal by bell, siven, exhaust whistle or other [signal]

—)

means is sounded from the authorized emergency vehicle and when the au-

thorized emergeney vehicle, exeept a police velicle, is equipped with at

least one lighted lamp displaving a red light visible under normal atmos-

pherie conditions from o distance of al least five hundred feet 1o the front

ol the vehiele.
This =ection shall not [operate to] rvelieve the driver of any [such]

authorized emergeney vehiele from the duty fo drive with due regard for

the salety of all persons [using ihe highwav], nor shall it protect the
driver ot any such vehieled from the conscquences of [an arbitrary exer-

cise of the right of way] his reckless disregard for the safety of others.

90. Section 39:4-92 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as

follows:

a9:4-92. Upon the immediate approach of [a police or fire department]

an anthorized enmergeney vehicle giving audible signal, [by bell, siren or

exhaust whistle,] and equipped, as required by section 39:4-91 of this

Title, and unless otherwise dirvected by a police or trafic officer,

(1) The driver of every vehicle shall hnmediately drive to a position
as near as possible and parvallel to tha right-hand edge or curly of the
highway, clear of an iutersection of highways, and shall stop and remain

i that position [, unless otherwise directed by a police or traffic officer,}

until the [police or fire department} authorized ecmergency vebicle has

passed [.] and

(b) The driver or person in control of a street car shall immediately

stop the car [upon the approach of a fire eneine or other five apparatus]

clear of an intersection of highways and keep il stationary until the [en-

gine or other fire apparatus} authorized emergency velicle has passed.
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4 approved Aungust fourth, one thousand nine hundred and forty-one (P. L.

o 1941, ¢. 345) 18 repealed.

1 124. This act shall take effect immediately, except scelion seventy of
2 this act, which shall take effect July first, one thousand nine hundred and fifty-

3 two.

\/ P STATEMENT

The purpose of this hill is to revise zm(i bring up to date the New Jersey
Traflic Act (ehapter four of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes) because of the
changes in molor vehiele traflie conditions and to bring New Jersey Traflic Act
into greater conformity with the ““Uniform Aet Regulating Trafic on High-

ways,”” a part of the uniform vehicle code.



J?“V.. /\70 June 10, 1956

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF R.3. 39:4-130 COPY NO. 2

(Report of accidenta)

-
L. 1921, Chapter 208, §20 - ALB3 «zé,\
See legislative history of R.S. 39:4-129. Z
v
2
R R
' > R )
L. 1925, Chapter 201 - Speeial Seasiocn Al S ‘g% ’iﬁﬁb
See legislative history of R.S. 39:4-129, ;?9&. v /_\y{‘;
s
’é’ .® ” )%\Of(\
QS 5
- ‘? 'E’ ./' 7
L. 1921, Chapter 247,§ L - $290 ot
Introduced March 9 by Mr., Reevss, b - O
Amended during passage. .
Section L of this act reads et
EA ~
N
The driver of any vehicle imvolved in an accident
resulting in injuries or deaily’{o any, perscn or damage
to property to an apparent g,:é'l’.\snt. of $25.00 or more O O
shall within forty-eight hours forward a report of (@] m
such accident to the degartngﬁtl:77uoon forms furnished
by 1 NN :z:
-—i————-. '/' - - RS \\,‘ \'\\ .‘} o
Statement on bill: -~
This act provides means of regulating present day (OF
traffic conditions which have arisen sincz the passage 3 ‘
of the original act.: : O
\ \- s < O
A ~7 m w
1951 . Chat -
L. 1951, Chapter 23, § 72, - Al - <
' " Intrcduced January 15 by Mr, Cavinato, O
Not amended during passage (copy of secticn 72 of bill enclosed 53
Statement on bills — ,< )
34, The purpose of this bill is to revise and bring up 6: o
to date the New Jersey Traffic Act (chapter four of Titls 4 —U
39 of the Revised Statutes) because of the changes in o
motor vahicle traffic conditions and to bring Hew Jersey hp -—‘C::
Traffic Act into greater conformity with the “iniform <

Act Regulating Traffic cn Highways," a part of ths
iform venicle cods.

L. 1953, Chapter 137,51 - AlY
Introduced March 16 by Hessrs. Thomas & Tompkins,
Hot amended during passaage. :
Statement on bill (copy of bill and statement enclosed.

We could not find any reports or hearings on these bills,
CK/PC
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35 Any person who shall violate any provision of this act shall be fined not
36 less than ten dollars ($10.00) for the first offense, and not less than twenty-
37 five dollars ($25.00) for each subsequent offense, which shall be enforced and
38 recovered pursuant to the provisions of chapter five of Title 39 of the Revised

39 Statutes.

40 The [Commissioner] Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles may

41 also revoke the licénse to drive a motor vehicle of any person who shall
42 have been guilty of such willful Violatidn of any of the provisions of this act
43 as shall, in the discretion of the director [commissioner], justify such
44 revocation but the director [commissioner] shall, at all times, have power
45 {o validate such a license which has been revoked, or to grant a new license to
46 any person whose license to drive a motor vehicle shall have been revoked,
47 pursuant to this act.
‘ 1’“"“72 Section 39:4-130 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-
2 lows:
3 39:4-130. The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in in-
4 juries or death to a person or damage to property to an apparent extent of
9 [twenty-five] one hundred dollars ($100@ or movre shall, within forty-eight

6 hours, forward a report of the aceideut to the [department] division on

7 forms furnished by it.

8 The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or

o death of any person shall immediately by the quickest mecans of communica-

10 tion, whether oral or written, give notice of such accident to the local police

11 department or to the nearest office of the State Police. A record of all such

12 reports shall be forwarded to the direetor within forty-cight hours after

13 receipt.

4 Whenever the driver of a vehicle is physically incapable of making an

15 immediate or a written report of an accident as required in this section and

16 there was another occupant in the vehicle at the time of the aceident capable

IV of making a report, such oceupant shall make or cause to be made said report

IS not made by the driver.
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19 Whenever the driver is physieally incapable of making a written report

20 of an accident as required in this seetion and such driver is not the owner of

21 the vehicle, then the owner of the vehicle involved in such accident shall with-

22 in forty-eight hours after learning of the accident make such report not made

23 by the driver.
.24 The [commissioner] director may revoke or suspend the operator’s li-

25 cense privilege and registration privilege of a [Imotor vehicle operator]

26 person who violates this section.

1 73. Section 39:4-131 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-
2 lows:

3 39:4-131. The [department] division shall prepare and supply to police
4 departments and other suitable agencies, forms for accident reports calling for

5 sufficiently detailed information with reference to a motor vehicle accident,

6 including the cause, the conditions then existing, the persons and vehicles in-
7 volved and such other information as may be necessary. The [department]
8 division may require operators involved in accidents to file supplemental re-
9 ports of accidexl‘;s upon forms furnished by it when in the opinion of the
10 division [department], the original report is insufficient. The reports shall

11 be without prejudice, shall be for the information of the [department] divi-

12 sion, and shall not be open to public inspection. The fact that the reports

13 have been so made shall be admissible in evidence solely to prove a compli-
14 ance with this section, but no report or any part thercof or statement con-
15 tained therein shall be admissible in evidence for any other purpose in a pro-
16 ceeding or action arising out of the accident.
1 74. Secetion 39:4-134 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-
2 lows:
3 39:4-134. Tvery county prosccutor, county medical examiner, coroner, or
4 other official performing like functions shall make a report to the [commis-

5 sioner] director with respect to a death found to have Dbeen the result of a

6 motor vehicle accident.
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INTRODUCED MARCH 16, 1953

By Messrs. THOMAS and TOMPXINS

Referred to Committee on Revision and Amcndment of Laws

Ax Act concerning traffic regulations, and «..ending scetion 39:4-130 of the Re-

vised Statates.

1 Be 1T ENACTED by the Senate and General ssembly of the State of New
2 Jersey:

1 1. Section 39:4-130 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-
2 lows:

3 39:4-130. [The driver of a vehicle invoived in an aeccident resuliing in
4 injuries or death to a person or damage to property to an apparent extent of
5 one hundied dollars ($100.00) or more shall, within forty-eigat hours, for-

(=]

ward a report of the accident to the division on forms furnished by it.

7 The driver of a vehicle involved in an aceident resulling in injury to or

¢ u]

death of any person shall immediately by the quichest means of commanicas

fal

tion, whetlicr oral or written, give notice o such aceident to tie lveal police
10 department or to the nearest office of the State police. A record of all suei
11 reports shall be forwarded to the direclor witiin foriy-eight Louwrs aller re-
12 ceipt.

13 The driver of a vehicle or strect car involved in an aceld. .o venuliing i

14 m]uly to or death of any person, or damage {o properiy of wuy coo peyson in

15 excess of one bundred dollars (55100.00) shall Ly the aulckest means of com-

16 ..:nication give notice of such accident to the local pelice depariment or to

17 the nearest office of the county police of the county or of the State volice, and
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19

20

21

22

23

A 1

2

in addition shall within five (5) days after such accident forward a written

report of such accident to the division on forms furnished by it.

‘Whenever the driver of a vehicle is physically incapable of [making]

giving [an] immediate notice or making a written report of an accident as

required in this section and there was another occupant in the vehicle at the

time of the accident capable of giving notice or making a report, such oc-

24 cupant shall make or cause to be made said notice or report not made by the

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

driver.

‘Whenever the driver is physically incapable of making a written report
of an accident as required {in} E’ this section and such driver is not the
owner of the vehicle, then the owner of the vehicle involved in such accident
shall [within forty-eight hours after learning of the accident] malke such re-
port not made by the driver.

The director may revoke or suspend the operator’s license privilege and
registration privilege of a person who violates this section.

2. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill is sponsored by the State Co-ordinating Council on Trafiec and

Safety. It is the purpose of this bill, at the request of the New Jersey Associa-

tion of Chiefs of Police, to require immediate notification 1o the local, county or

State police of all reportable accidents including not alone injury or death, but

also property damage to any one person in excess of one hundred dollars

($100.00). This bill also establishes a more realistic time of forwarding written

reports of accidents to the Division of Motor Vehicles, changing the present

forty-eight (48) hours to five (5) days.
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF R.S.39:4-198
(Notice of ordinance, resolution or regulation by signs)

For Background material see:

974.90 New Jersey State Traffic Commission Report 1928,
T764

1928

974190 New Jersey Traffic Safety Study Commission

S128 January 25, 1954

1954 Report on Joint Resolution no.10-1953.

L.1928 - Chap.281 (Special Session Act)
June 4 - Introduced by Wise.
July 10 - Passed in Assembly.
July 10 - Passed in Senate.
July 10 - Approved, chapter 281.
No statement on the bill.

As amended by:

L.1951 - Chap.23 gll2 (Aa4)
Jan.1l5 - Introduced by Cavinto.
Jan.1l5 Highways Committee.
Jan.22 - Reported.

Jan.22 - Read second time.
Jan.22 - AMENDED.
Jan.,29 - AMENDED.

Feb.5 ~ Passed in Assembly, (amended)

Feb.12 Received in Senate.

Feb.1l2 Public Safety Committee.

Mar.l4 - Reported with Committee amendments.

Mar.l4 - Read second time.
Mar.l4 - AMENDED.
Mar.2l - Passed in Senate, amended.

Mar.26 - Senate amendment received in Assembly.
Mar.28 - Senate amendment passed in Assembly.
Apr.5 - Approved, chapter 23.
Sponsor statement on the bill (enclosed) referring to
Uniform Act Regulating Traffic on Highways
G.C. - Yes.

As amended by:

L.1956 - Chap.186 (A457)
Apr.9 - Introduced by Mintz
May 14 - Passed in Assembly.
May 24 - Passed in Senate.
June 28 - Returned by Governor with recommend)amendment
Nov. 19 - Amended as recommended, 2nd reading.



G.C.

Nov. 29 - Reenacted in Assembly.
Dec. 20 - Reenacted in Senate.
Dec. 27 - Approved, Chapter 186.
Sponsor statement on the bill,.
Governor's returning message.

- yes.

AGD/EH

Encl.
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