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January IE, 1975.... 

LEGISLATIVE EISTO?Y OF R.S. 3914-91 
(Ri~ht of wav o~ ere~gency vehicles; liability of 

c!'ivers) 

L.	 1928 Chapter 281 Art VIII §§ 13, 15 - SSAI 
June 4 - Introduced a~ Srecial Session. 
July 10 - Passec in Asse~~lv. ­July 10 - Passed in Se~a~e. 

July 10 - A~proved. (Copy of original SSAl, §13,15 enclosed). 

L.	 1951 Chapter 23 • 49 - A4 
January 15 - Introduced ~y Cavinato (Pages photocopied from 

original bill and statement enclosed) 
January 22 - 2nd readi~g, amended. 
January 29 - Amended. 
February 5 -Passed i~ Assembly, amended. 
Februarv 12 - Received in Senate. 
March 14 - Reported with com. amendts., 2nd reading. 
March 14 - Amended. 
March 21 - Passed in Senate, amended. 
March 26 - Senate amend., received in Assembly. 
March 28 - Senate amend., passed in Assembly. 
April 5 - Approved. (Amendments to A4 did not effect g49) 

• 
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No hearings or reports discovered . 
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.2 pulitY and 11re dcpartlllcnt ychiclu and Jl](\t"r Ychidc in'l,cctors \\llCn they are 

-+ ";IrL'll or exha\l~t \\ hi"t!c,. 'l'hj~ pr()\i"i"n ~1J:t11 nut lI]icrate to relicYc tIll' dri\CI" of 

~ a !J(,lice ur fire department whicle or 11111U,r H.-hide ilispector fro111 till' duty to drj';e 

(I with chIC rc!..:arcl for the ~atct\" of all pcr";III]S using the high\\ay, 110r shall it protect 

7 the drinr or allY ouch \Thicle [rulll th,' C11J1sc'ql1Cnccs of :ill :uhitrary ex,'p'l,C ot 

"' 

hy a f'1" IlIce ur 

]1) 

t"Lel of \\here lIre apparatus ha, stopped 1'1 aj1,\\'cr tn it tire abrm, 

3 street. and in :ldditi"l1 thercto, ,lnll han the ri,l;ht (,f \\';1\' !lE"li~h all\' prOCC';51On. 

5 proCl.'SSlon ,1wl! be interrupted C'\'Cr\' lin mi!J\l'cs for tbe passage OI rrat11c which 

6 may be waiting 

-+ tranJ. 
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10 b. A v('hicle shnl! bu urivull HR IIi'H/'l~' m; 1,radi(,llblp !'lltiJ'(']Y wi1hin it 

11 single lane and sball not be moveu from that lane until the t]/'i\"(~r has 

12 first ascertained that the movement can l)e maue with safety. 

13 c. Upon a highway which is di"ided into three Innes, a vehicle shall 

14 not be driven in the centC'r Inne CXf'ppt \d1Pn o\'ertal::ing or pnssin,!!' another 

15 \'('hiclc or in preparation for a left turll or unless the center lall(' i-; at the 

17 aw] is signpost!'(] to g,jn' noti('(' of t lull aJ](watjon, 

l~) or local Ilnthoritit·s ma~' h~' resolution or "orlliwlI1('(' ,,'jtlt r0sped to high­

20 wnys under their jllrisdirtioll desigll:ltl' right-llalHl ImlPs for slow !llO\'lJ)g 

21 traffic amI inside lanes for traffic J1l0\'JJ1!;' at tIlt, HJ)('('d c]e:,;igllI11ed for the 

I 2:3 posted or marked to gIve notjee or the d('si~'Jlation a "I·hidl' llJil." 1)(' 

24 driven J1l allY bIle allocate(] to hnftic ll10Vllli!: III tl1(' direet;011 111 which it 

t 2(j he dri\'en at ,lpproximatdy the spel'd authorized in such lallt·~ awl spe-ed 

t 
27 s]1(111 1101. lJC dt'Cn'aS0d uJ1n0ecs"aril~' so as to hlock, hinder or retard tndfIc.

f 

1 4S. ,VlIcn tIle driver of a \'('h:('](·, ahout to enter a ],ighway frolll a 

2 privatc road or d1'iYcway or ahout to 0ute1' a private road or c1ri,'eway 

:3 from a highway, shall fiml it nN'essar~' to drin' upon the sidewalk, he shall 

i 

7 ing 011 said highway. 

1 49, Section ::9 :4-9] of the H0\,is('c1 Stn1utt·,; IS ameIHI('d to reae] n8 

2 follows: 

3 39 :4-91. The driver of a \'('hicle UpOIl a hig'hway shall yield tho rig1lt 

4 of way to [polit:c, fire department, fire patrol, traffic] any authorized eme1'­

5 gellcy [repair amI 1Tnitrd States mail vehicles, motor whicJc, inspectors, 

J 
t 
,! 
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I ,11(·<1 on otlicial IlU"illeCis, or ill the eXl'rClSl' of [tlwir drivers'] tlw dri\'el"s 

:-; [J]'()l'es."joll or calliug, III rl'sIJow-:e to <Ill Cllll'l'g'l'llCy call or in tile pursuit 

!l of all ;I<'tu:d or S\1Slleet(,(1 \'iolator of the la,y Cllld \\'hen [the driven, thereor 

l() SOll1Hl] all audible "ig'llal by hell, sin'll, exililllst \\'llistle 01' oth<"r [sigllal] 

11 mcans is sounded from the authorized CIll(~rg·('ll(,:.' vehicle a11<1 ,yhen the uu­

1;) ll'ast OlW lighted laml) dislJla~-illg a n'd light yi;;ihle ullcler normal atmo::)­

P p]I<'l'ic condit iow.; fro])} it distance of ,d. lea;;! lin' llUwlred feet to t 1w front 

1'/ <Ill tho rized eJrll'l'g'ellcy vehicle from tllP duty 10 dI'i ve with clue regal'll for 

p-: till' s:tr(,t~' or :tIl persons [nsing lh(, Ili,ldl\l"lIY], Ilor ,dJall it protl'('.t the 

1~J drin'l' [ot' :tn~' sudl vpllie.k] from tIll' ('Oll";<'<jlll'!I<'<';; o!' [all arbitral'," eXl~r, 

:.!U cis(~ of the rig-lit of way] his reckless disn'gard for tIle ::;afety or others. 

1 50. Neetion 3!J :4-9:2 of the Revise<l Ntatutes is amended to read as 

,) follows: 

:l ;:m A-~J:.l,CPOlt the immec1iatl~ u))J!J'oadl of [a poli~c or fire dC]lartmellt] 

-l an aut]!O]'iZl'd ('llll'rgeney vl'llide givIng' audihle signal, [by bell, suen or 

-~ ------------------ ­

(j Titl(" ,Illd ullI('s;; otherwise directed hy a poliec 01' traffic officer, 

I (a) The driycr of every \'chicle shall iUlllledintdy drive to a position 

M a,; 1I0ar liS jJo,;sihle nll(l parallel to tlio. l'igl!t-hanJ edge or curl) of the 

10 in tiiat po"ition [, llllkss otherwise directed h~' a police 01' traffic officer,] 

11 until the [police 01' fire department] authorized emergency \'el1icle bns 

1~ passed [.] u1Id 

J 'J 
.J (b) rrlw drivel' or person III control of a strcet cal' sJlall immediately 

1-1­ stop the car [upon the approach of a tire (~IJ.~.tiJle ()J' other fire apparatus] 

IG giue or other fire apparatus] autlJorized emergency \'l'hich~ has passed. 



...
 

4 app]'()\'(·(1 A ug'ust fourth, one tllOusHml nine llUlj(Jre<l amI forty-ouc (P. L.
 

J 1!)41, e. :345) is l'epeale<l.
 

] ]:2--1-. 'l'bis act shall take effect immediately, except sectioll scvcuty of
 

2 tllis act, which shall take effect July fi rst, one thousand nine hundred and fifty­


3 two.
 

R1'ATKMFlNT 

The ]lnrpose of this l,ill is to revise amI hring' up to dnte the New .Jersey 

'r!'aflic Ad (cllalltel' rour of 'f~itle :3!J of tJi(~ H(~vispd Ntajllt<~s) Iwcaww of the 

cllllllg('S ill molo!' \'('hi(~l(~ t ral1ic cOllditioJlH and to [)rillg New .J(II'Sl')' 'l'l'ldli(~ Ad 

..into greater conformity with the "Uniform Act Hcgulating Traffic on Higll­

ways," It part of the uniform vehicle code. 



Ju."le	 10, 1960 

J?·f/-/~CJ 

d' IS'r.- ",'TfTI.' UI'''''onv 0'.' D "_ 39" 4 ]-:InLEv	 .....,1" ....... '1;;,./oJ. ioJJ..LU i u.i.:::>. .. .....JV COpy NO.2
 
(Re~ort of accidents) 

L.	 1921, Chapter 208. § 20 - Ah8) 
See legislative h~story of U.S. 39:4-129. 

\ 

L.	 1928, Chapter 281 - SptlCl!al Ses!3ion Al 
see 1ctr...s1ative history of R.S. 39:4-129. 

L.	 1931, Chapter 241,§ 4 - 5290 i 
Introduced Marob. 9 by Mr. Reeves. 1 i 
A:nended during paa5age. \ \ 
Section 4 of this act reads.--.- -_-1 

./ '\-. ,- - -- --", '-.. 

The driver of any vehicle j.rrro-l-yed in ~~.)ccident 
resulting in injuries or deatl;v't3'?#, person or dawage 
to property to an apparent E}-itellt. 9! ;$25.00 or more 00

•	 • {" /' J'

shall mt.bin f'orty-eJ.ght hou~ '\..,forward a report of 
such accident to the dep-art:D/!!~9:noon forms furnished 
bl.' it / - -'", "'-,-Jl:._-.;...;.* /., ..... \ ......, ~j.
 

.........../
 

, i2iStatement on bill:	 - ,
/ i 

This act,rri?vides means.o:f regulatinJ present day ~(/) 
traffic conditions which have arisen sinca the passag& 3 = at
of the orlgin<U act. !' 

~ '. I / 

\\\,. .,' / ~O
CD 

1. 1951, Chapter 23, .§ 72, - 1\4 
Introduced January 15 by lA.r. Cavinato. a~ 
Not ac:tended during passage (copy 'Of' section 12 of bill enclosed ::t
Statement on bill: Ie"

The purpose 'Of this bill is to rovise and bring up 4 -·0 
to date tt~ New Jersey Traffic Act (c~~pter four of title 
39 of the Revised Statutes) because of ~he changes in ~-o 
motor vehicle traffic conditions and to bring New Jersey .~~
Traffic ~lj,ct into greater conformity with the "Uniform 
Act Regulating traffic on Highways," a part of the 
uniform vehicle coda. 

L.	 1953, Chapter 187,§ 1 - Al9 
Introduced March 16 by l'iessrs. Thomas &: Tompkins. 
Not. amended du...-i..ng passage. 
Statement on bill (copy of bill and statement enclosed. 

"v-ie could not find any reports or hearings on these bills. 

me/pc 
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35 Any person who shall violate any provision of this act shall be fined not 

36 less than ten dollars ($10.00) for the first offense, and not less than twenty­

37 five dollars ($25.00) for each subseq nent offense, which shall be enforced and 

38 recovered pursuant to the provisions of chapter five of Title 39 of the Revised 

39 Statutes. 

40 The [Commissioner] Director of the Division of nIotor Vehicles may 

41 also revoke the license to drive a motor vehicle of any person who shall 

,j.2 have been guilty of such willful violation of any of the provisions of this act 

43 IlS shall, in the discretion of the director [commissioner], justify such 

44 revocation but the director [commissioner] shall, at all times, have power 

45 to validate such a license which has been revoked, or to grant a new license to 

4(j l\ll)' person whose license to dl'ive a motor vehicle shall have been revoked, 

47 pursuant to this act. 
.. 

1 72. Section 39 :4.-130 of the Revised Statutes is amended. to read as fol­

2 lows:

\ 
3 39 :4-130. The driver of a vehicle involved in nn accident resulting in in­

4 juries or death to a person or damage to property to an apparent extent of 

;) [twenty-five] one hundred dollars ($100.00) or more shall, within forty-eight 

G !lours, forward a report of the accid.ellt to the [department] division on 

7 forms furnished by it. 

S The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or 

~I (leath of any person shall immediately by the quickest means of communica­

10 liou, whether oral or written, give notice of such accident to the local police 

11 (ll'[lnrtment or to the nearest office of the State Police. A record of all such 

1~ rl'jlorts shall be forwarded to the director within forty-eight hours after 

1:1	 receipt. 

Whenever the driver of a vehicle is physically incapable of making an 

1;) immediate or 11 written report of an accident as required in this section and 

1'; there was another occupant in the vehicle at the time of tIle accident capable 

17 of making a report, such occupant sllall make or cause to be made said report 

I:' not Illade by the driver. 

4­ _.,~--~.~---~ 
---~-,--------'--<-­



19 'Whenever the driver is physically incapable of making a written report
 

20 of an accident as required in this section and such driver is not tile owner of
 

21 the vehicle, then the owner of the vehicle involved in such accident shall with­


22 in forty-eight hours after learning of the accident make such report not made
 

23 by the driver.
 

24 The [commissioner] director may revoke or suspend the operator's li­


25 cense privilege and registration privilege of a [motor vehicle operator]
 

26 person who violates this section.
 

1 73. Section 39 :4-131 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol­

2 lows:
 

3 39 :4-131. The [department] division shall prepare and supply to police
 

4 departments and other suitable agencies, forms for accident reports calling for
 

5 sufficiently detailed information with reference to a motor vehicle accident,
 

6 including the cause, the conditions then existing, the persons and vehicles in­


7 volved and such other information as may be necessary. The [department]
 

8 division may require operators involved in accidents to file supplemental re­

9 ports of accidents upon forms furnished by it when in the opinion of the
 

10 division [department], the original report is insufficient. The reports shall
 

11 be without prejudice, shall be for the information of the [department] divi­


12 sion, and shall not be open to public inspection. The fact that the reports 

13 have been so made shall be admissible in evidence solely to prove a compli­

14 ance with this section, but no report or any part tllereof or statement con­

13 tained therein shall be admissible in evidence for any other purpose in a PI'O­

16 ceeding or action arising; out of the accident. 

1 74. Section 39 :4-134 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol­

2 lows:
 

3 39 :4-134. Every county prosecutor, county medical examiner, coroner, or
 

4 other official performing like functions shall make a report to the [comlllis­


5 sioner] director with respect to a den th found to have boen, the result of a
 

6 motor vehicle accident. 

_._---~-~----,----,---~----_.~--
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INTRODUCED MARCH -to, 1953 

By Messrs. THOMAS and TO~.1:P:UNS 

Referred to Committee on Revision and Amendment of Laws 

AN ACT concerning traffic regulations, and ';hlending section 39 :4-130 of the Re­

vised Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and Gencral.Llssembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section 39 :4-130 of the Revised Statutes IS amended to read as fo1­

2 lows: 

3 39 :4-130. [The driver of a vehicle involved in an accidc:J.t resulting ir. 

4 injuries or death to a person or damage to property to all apparent extent of 

5 one hunul'ed dollars ($100.00) or more shall, within forty-eib·~t nours, for-

G ward a report of the accident to the division 011 forms fUl'>:<ished by i-t. 

7 The driver of a vehicle illvolved in all acciJen'L resulting in injury to or 

8 ucuth of any porson shall immediately by tho qlli(;i~cst ~11CLUiS of cO~lE;:m;licrt-

9 tion, wlretllcr oral or written, give notice ot' snell ::,;cjdell~ to ~~iC 10cal )(,:i,:-.; 

10 department or to the nearest office of the Sta)~(' llo1icc. A l'C~COl'(: o~ all SL:.~~ 

11 reportR shall be forwarded to the director witllin forty-eigI:: ~:0-"::':S ::.2:e..· ..''2­

12 ceipt.] 

14 injury to or death of any person, or d:LI~,\ge to P:'op;~l'iy 02 ;,~;/ G.·.'~ t)c)'~on in 

In. t' . t' f b .d L; t' 1 • , . 1 ' 
(J ,,,;1llCa 1011 give no lCO 0 suc acCl' en~ ';0110 ~ocal pOlIce l.Op'''.:::';;'l1ent or to 

17 the nearost office of the county police of the county or of tho State pol:,:;o, and 



If
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18 in addition shall within five (5) days after such accident forward a written
 

19 report of such accident to the division on forms furnished by it.
 

20 Whenever the driver of a vehicle is physically incapable of [making]
 

21 giving [an] immediate notice or making' a written report of an accident as
 

22 required in this section and there was another occupant in the vellicle at the
 

23 time of the accident capable of giving notice or making a report, such oc­

24 cupant shall make or cause to be made said notice or report not made by the
 

25 driver.
 

26 Whenever the driver is physically incapable of mnking a written report
 

27 of an accident as required [in] by this section and such driver is not the
 

28 owner of the vehicle, then the owner of the vehicle involved in such accident
 

29 shall [within forty-eight hours after learning of the accident] make such re­

30 port not made by the driver.
 

31 The director may revoke or suspend the operator's license privilege and
 

32 registration privilege of a person who violates this section.
 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill is sponsored by the State Co-ordinating Council on Trumc and 

Safety. It is the purpose of this bill, at the request of the New Jersey Associa­

tion of Chiefs of Police, to require immediate notification to the local, county or 

State police of all reportable accidents including not alone injury or death, but 

also property damage to anyone per son in excess of one hundred dollars 

($100.00). This bill also establishes a morc rcalistic time of forwarding written 

reports of accidents to the Division of Motor Vehicles, changing the present 

forty-eight (48) hours to five (5) days. 



August 13, 197J 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF R.S.39:4-l98 
(Notice of ordinance, resolution or regulation by signs) 

For Background material see: 

974.90 New Jersey State Traffic Commission Report 1928. 
T764 
1928 

974190 New Jersey Traffic Safety Study Commission 
S128 January 25, 1954 
1954 Report on Joint Resolution no.lO-1953. 

L.1928 - Chap.28! (Special Session Act) 
June 4 - Introduced by Wise. 
July 10 - Passed in Assembly. 
July 10 - Passed in Senate. 
July 10 - Approved, chapter 281. 
No statement on the bill. 

As amended by: 

L.195l - Chap.23 ~112 (A4) 
Jan.ls - Introduced by Cavinto. 
Jan.ls - Highways Committee. 
Jan.22 - Reported. 
Jan.22 - Read second time. 
Jan.22 - AMENDED. 
Jan.29 - AMENDED. 
Feb.s - Passed in Assembly, (amended) 
Feb.12 - Received in Senate. 
Feb.12 - Public Safety Committee. 
Mar.14 - Reported with Committee amendments. 
Mar.14 - Read second time. 
Mar.14 - AMENDED. 
Mar.21 - Passed in Senate, amended. 
Mar.26 - Senate amendment received in Assembly. 
Mar.28 - Senate amendment passed in Assembly. 
Apr.s - Approved, chapter 23. 
Sponsor statement on the bill (enclosed) referring to 

Uniform Act Regulating Traffic on Highways 
G.C. - Yes. 

As amended by: 

L.19s6 - Chap.186 (A4s7) 
Apr.9 - Introduced by Mintz 
May 14 - Passed in Assembly. 

/ ..-.. , May 24 - Passed in Senate. 
June 28 - Returned by Governor with recommen~)amendment 

Nov. 19 - Amended as recommended, 2nd reading. 



-2­

Nov. 29 - Reenacted in Assembly. 
Dec. 20 Reenacted in Senate. 
Dec. 27 - Approved, Chapter 186. 
Sponsor statement on the bill. 
Governor's returning message. 

G.C. - yes. 

AGD/EH 
Ene!. 

i' 
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