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SENATE, No. 1422

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
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INTRODUCED APRIL 26, 1976
By Senators MARESSA and VREELAND

Referred to Committee on Law, Public Safety and Defense

Ax Acr providing for the periodic reexamination of licensed drivers
of motor vehicles and supplementing chapter 3 of Title 39 of
the Revised Statutes.

BE 1T ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. The division shall require every licensed driver to take and
successfully pass an examination of his vision *[and knowledge of
proper driving practices and current traffic regulations]* at least
once every 10 years as a condition for the renewal of his driver’s
license and of any endorsement thereon.

The vision *[portion of the]* examination may be certified by the
division or by any licensed optometrist or opthalmologist. If the
examination shows a need for corrective eyeglasses or any other
corrective action, the renewal of the applicant’s license shall be
conditioned upon his compliance with such need. The division may
require a road test of any applicant to determine the adequacy of,
or the applicant’s adaptation to the required corrective action.

*[The knowledge portion of the examination shall be an open-
book home study test printed in the English langunage. Along with
the driver’s license renewal application, the division shall mail to
each applicant required to be reexamined pursuant to this section,
a copy of the home study test, a booklet or other writing contain-
ing all information necessary to provide the answer to each ques-
tion appearing in the test, and a notice advising the applicant that
if he has difficulty with the English language, he may take the test
at any one of the division’s driver qualification centers in one of
the other languages in which examinations are presently conducted
by the division.}*

2. To implement the reexamination program provided for by

this act and to establish it on a current basis, the division shall

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
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reexamine approximately 10% of all of the State’s licensed drivers
in each year during the first 10 years following the date this act
becomes operative. Once reexamined during said 10-year period,
no licensed driver shall be again reexamined pursuant to the pro-
visions of this act sooner than 10 years thereafter.

3. This act shall take effect immediately but shall remain in-
operative for 180 days and until the first day of the month next

occurring thereafter.
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reexamine approximately 10% of all of the State’s licensed drivers
in each year during the first 10 years following the date this act
becomes operative. Once reexamined during said 10-year period,
no licensed driver shall be again reexamined pursuant to the pro-
visions of this act sooner than 10 years thereafter.

3. This act shall take effect immediately but shall remain in-
operative for 180 days and until the first day of the month next

occurring thereafter.

STATEMENT
This bill requires the reexamination of licensed motor vehicle
drivers every 10 years in accordance with the recommendation of
the Motor Vehicle Study Commission appearing on pages 97 and
98 of its September, 1975 Report.



REFERENCE USE ONLY

ASSEMBLY TRANSPORTATION AND
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 1422

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: OCTOBER 7, 1976

This bill would require vision examinations of licensed motor vehicle
drivers every 10 years. The Federal guidelines recommend that such
examinations be required every 4 years.

The vision requirement retained in the bill is based on a recom-
mendation of the Motor Vehicle Study Commission in its Report of
September, 1975.
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SENATE LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND
DEFENSE COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 1422

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: MAY 24, 1976

This bill would require vision examinations of licensed motor vehicle
drivers every 10 years. The bill as originally written would have also
required a knowledge test every 10 years but the committee amended
the bill to eliminate this provision.

The vision requirement retained in the bill as amended is based on

a recommendation of the Motor Vehicle Study Commission in its Report

of September, 1975.
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FROM THE OFFTIZE OF THE GOVERIOR

FOR IMMEDTATE RELEASE FOR FURTRER INFCRMATION
FEBRUARY 24, 1977 | ED RAMSEY

A series Ef bills wvhich will hkava a major impack cn the State's
more than 4.5 million mctorists was signaed intoc law today by Govermor
Brendan Byrna.
The new laws re?ise the Driver Manual, require licensed drivers to
take eye tests every ten years, allow for the erasing of points for vialation-
free driving and estzablish a single standard for the drinking and driving

R

offense.

"These laws will update the State's motcr vahicle regulations znd will

provide a basls for improving safety onm cur highways,” saild Byrne.

The bills‘wera based on recommendations made to the Covernor and
Leglslature by.the Motor Vehicle Study Commission headed by Barry H. Evenchiék,
2 Newark lawyer. The seventeen member cammission held numerous working

‘seséions and three public hearings before issulng a report in Septecher, 1975
with recommendations designed to deal with the problems of highway safety and
imprcvéd effectiveness of the Division of Motor Vehicles.

The bills, (5-1416, S5-1417, S-1419, S-1420, S-1422, 5-1423), all

spoﬁsored by Senator Joseph A. Maressz, D-Camden, provide that:
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~ All driver license applicants with no prier driving exparience w:
successfully completing the written and road test, be issued a prohzationary
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ponirzored and recmedlal actlor, whan Lndicate%, will bs ianstituted before

iliegal or dangerous driving hzbits becoge inqrainéd. The age for a driving
permiic will be lowered to 16 for use in driver educatlion courses. At z2ge

16 1/2, the neu driver may uvse the pernmlt for practice driving between sunrise
and sunset when accompaaied by a llcensed driver with at least three years
experience. At age 17, a permit holda2c muy drive anytime whea accompanizd

by a licensed driver. A permit holder may take the test for the initial
probationary license at age 17.

— A new Driver Manual will be issued which will have, as its primary objectives,
information designed to rgise the level of safe driving knowledge among licgn;é
apﬁiicauts. The new manual will be iup:éved as to "readability,ﬁ‘and will £a v:
& summary of the New Jersay Motor Vehicle Lauws as well as a practica; guide -
for safe and efficieat driving practices.

- Drivers.will bé reﬁuired to submit to a vision tesﬁ every tem years to see

if corrective glasses are mneeded or curreatly used eyeglasses are adegquate.

A medical/vislon advisory panel will devisa better licensing standards.inAihis B
areaz and assist the Division in adjudicating cases concerning drivers who suffer
frem identified medical or vision problems. Thé panel will consist of madicai
doctors and licensing officials who will review existing policles and procedures

énd make recommadations for changes or improvements, if iodicated.. In addition

to those with vision problecs, the State maintains‘certain standards for handi-
capped persons and for those with 2 history cf serious nedical problems.

— A sinzle standard for the drinking and driving offease will be established which

, . b . . '
lowers the level of blood aleohol at which a pédrson is presumed to be under the

[N

influence. The present level of .15% will be tightened to .10%. Under the revised
law, the term impaired” will oot be used. Individuals found to have less than

be sober for driving purposes.
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that the driver is or is noxt unler the influon-e

guesticon will be adzmissgble.
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Licenses will not be restored until the convicted driver completes
maniited education and rehabilitation. Persons not jodged to be problem

s must participate in informaotional courses in a school operaked
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ndar the auspices of DV which emghasizes responsible driving technigues
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nd attitudes. Those who are found to be problem drinkers will

-

b2 required to seek help from corganizations such as Alcoholics .

al]

Anonymous or register as an ocutpatient in an alcohol rehabilitation
program run by a hospital or clinic.

A "grandfather clause" in the legislation provides that drivers
currently suspended under the old drunken driving law w11l be eligible zo apply for
license restoration upon satisfactory Eompletion of the education o

at least six months

iy

or rehabilitation program, after completicn o
suspensiona.

The new statute calls for a license susp@nsion of not le5§
than 80 days and not.more than 180 days for the first offense,

with a fine of not less than $200 nor more than $400.

A subsequent conviction would result in a license suspsensian
of not less than one year noxr more than three years and a fine
of rnot less than $500 nor more than $1000.

A third conviction within ten years will reguire a five year

nd a fine of $10C0.
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Jail terms on the first convicition could be up to 30 days and
1 offense

- a

the term of impriscnment will be neh less than 30 days nor morze



Refusal to take a breath test after arrest for suspected

druniken driving will result in a 20 day licease suspension
1f uo prior convickion exists andl a ons year suspz2ngsicon 1if

there has been a prior conviction within 15 years.
— Tre accumulation of 12 points in moving violations will continue
to constituke cause for license suspension. However, the Motor—
Vehicles Director or a hearing officer designated by him may
permit the driver to partiéipate in a Dziver Improvement Program
operated by the Division. Successful completion of drivex imprévement
school will giVe the driver a reduction in points.
When a driver accumulates between six and elevan points, the

ivision will send an official notice warning the driver that
subsequent violations may result in the loss of driving privileges.
; Under the new moving violétign law, DMV will adjust all points
accurnulated over the past three years to a new, reduced point
system, Motorists will receive a one-time 6 point reduction
1f no points weré assessed over the last year.. Drivers not
eligible for the first time 6 point reduction can earn a 3 point
reduction for each additional year without Eog§iction for a moving
violation. Everyone will get a 3 point reduction for each additional

ear of conviction-free driving:; however, no point totals will be

<

(S

reduced below zero. This is to encourags improved violation-free
: . _

driving by all motorists.

Motor Vehicles Director Jchn A. Waddington said that the new

laws will be implemsnted as guickly &s possible.
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