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R.s. aA·. g_ 1 J anuarJ 20, 1966 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF a.s. 2A:8-l 
(Municipal courts--esta'olishment) 

A new court system was created by the new N.J. Const.itution of 1947. 

N.J. Constitutional Convention, 1947. 
Proceedings, Vol. I, p. 647 

(copy enclosed). fftesolut.ion by Conven ... 
ti en t.o the next. Legisla turiJ • COPY NO. 2 

• 1948, Chapter 264 - 8358 
, Introduced May 10 by senator Lewi3., 

No statement. 
No~ amended during passage. 

law: 

i\ny municipality fiav:i.ng a popul.ation of not less than 
one thou.sand?, or a.-rry two or more /Contif::,ruous7 1nunicipalit.ies 
ff..aving i:1 Tue aggregate a popula t.Icn of not-less t.~an one 
thousan§. · , . . 

Senator Lewis described his legislative efforts in enacting .legislat.ion 
establisA:L"lg the new court 3yste.111 in a magazine article: 

Lewis, Arthur w .. 
Legislation establishing munici?CU recorders• 

courts and county dintrict courts. (N.J. Municipalit.ie.s, 
December 194S., p. lu-13). (copy encloadd}. 

We searched the following without success: 

iiaw Jersey Law Journal - 1948 
N.J. Judicial Conferenc& (1st). Proeeadin2s, September 1948. 
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Essex COunty Bar Association. Special 
Committee • • • Consti tut,.j_onal Revision 
of Judicial Article •. 

Report ••• June 5, 1947. 

974.90 
c866 
1948 

N.J. Legislature. Jt. Committee on 
Law Revision. 
. Report Con judiciariJ. 1948. 

L. 1951_, Chapt.er 94,, § l - S55 
In&ro'duced January 29 by Mr .. Bodine. 
t1ot am.ended during pas.sage •. · 
Statement: 

... · . . . .r1 
. . . ~ .. · . . ~ I . 

. 'l'he purpose· or this bill is to permit tt;e 1 · 
adoption o! simple geographical location namEfl 
for· munioit>al court.a est.ablished for a n_wnbefi 1 · 

ot municiptllti.as instead of the use afthe ii~ides 
of all o~ ~a conatituent m~icip~s,. thu5~'' 
the ".MUniCJ..pal Court ot Nort.n··H~~·~ inst.ead./ . 
of the 11;,".lunicipal Court of the)lqwnshi,p~ o:t 
Clinton, 1'e:.vksbury, Lebanon, and..h~ndiri., and 
the !Joroue;hs of Haatp ton, G.l,.e.n-.O_al-¥e~ and Cali.f'on. t1 
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L. 1953., Chapter 396., ~).._::_ A,?24. __ ·-·"/ / 
Introduced Marcl:¥1q_b,t ~ey .,./ 
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"to be presided over by qualified persons and ... " 

In other words, that sentence will then read: 
•O: •• an efficient inferior court system to be presided over by qualified 

persons and to become effective if ..• " 

A new paragraph has been proposed to be inserted, to be known 
.ts Paragraph No. 2, which will read: 

"That the Legislature consider the enactment of legislation to provide 
that all judges of the inferior courts receive reasonable fixed compensa­
tion which shall have no relation to fees received." 

That suggestion was made by Delegate Jorgensen, and I think it 
has considerable merit and can well be recommended by this Con­
vention to the Legislature. Paragraph 2 would then be considered 
Paragraph 3. 

l\fr. Presiderit, l would like consent to those two amendments. 
Mr. President, suppose I read from "Now therefore be it re­

solved," and read the entire language of the body of the resolution, 
as amended. 

PRESIDENT: Please do so. 
MR. LEWIS (reading): 

"Now Therefore be it Resolved: 
(I) That the Legislature is hereby memorialized to consider the en· 

tire inferior court system of this State and to take such action as may be 
deemed necessary to establish a modern and efficient inferior court sys· 
tern to be presided over by qualified persons and to become effective if 
at all possible, by September 15, 19·18, the date that the Judicial Article 
adopted by this Convention is to become effective. 

(2) That the Legislature consider the enactment of legislation to pro­
vide that all judges of the inferior courts receive reasonable fixed compen­
sation which shall have no relation to fees received. 

(3) The Secretary of this Convention is hereby directed to transmit a 
duly authenticated copy of this resolution to the Governor forthwith, and 
to each house of the Legislature at the opening of the next regular 
session." 

I move the resolution as amended. 
PRESIDENT: Is the motion seconded? 
FROl\I THE FLOOR: Seconded. 
PRESIDENT: Is there any discussion? 

(Silence) 

PRESIDENT: Are you ready for the question? 
FROM THE FLOOR: Question! 
PRESIDENT: All in favor, please say "Aye." 

(Chorus of "Ayes") 

PRESIDENT: Opposed, "No." 
(Silence) 

PRESIDENT: The resolution is adopted .... Mr. Smith. 
MR. GEORGE F. SMITH: I have a resolution which I would 

like the Secretary to read. 
SECRET ARY: Resolution by Mr. George F. Smith (reading): 

_______________________ ,......,,,..,,,.. _____ " __ ; i 
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