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3 representation and other advocacy services on an individual or 

4 class basis as the Public Advocate deems appropriate to protect 
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ASSEMBLY, No. 3413 

STATE OF"NEW JERSEY
 
INTRODUCED MAY 14, 1981 

By	 Assemblywoman GARVIN, Assemblymen FORTUNATO, V AN­

WAGNER, BRO",VN, THOMPSON,· ZANGARI ~nd McENROE 
,".-- ..... 

Referred to Commitfee" on' InSJtitu:ti('Jn~,HealthandWelfare 

A	 SUPPLEMENT to the" Department of the Public Advocate Act of 

1974," approved May 13, 1974 (P. L. 1974, c. 27; C. 52 :27E>-1 

et seq.). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. There is hereby established in the Department of the Public 

2 Advocate the Division of Advocacy for the Developmentally Dis­

3 abled under the supervision of the Director of the Division of 

4 Advocacy for the Developmentally Dis'abled. 

1 2. The Director of the Division of Advocacy for the Develop­

2 mentally Disabled may, with the approval of the Public Advocate, 

3 employ such assistants *on a full-time basis* as are necessary *to 

4 protect the rights of developmentally disabled persons. When e::t:­

5 ceptional circumstances arise, the Director of the Division of 

6 Advocacy for the Developmentally Disabled, with the approval of 

7 the Public Advocate, may on a temporary basis retain such other 

8 expert assistants as are necessary pursuant to a reasonable fee 

9 schedule established in advance by the P1tblic Advocate. 

10 Cases shall be assigned to staff attorneys or attorneys hired by 

11 case on a basis calculated to provide competent representation in 

12 light of the nature of the case, the services to be performed, thd 

13 experience of the particular attorney and other relevant factors*. 

1 3. For purposes of this act, a developmentally disabled person 

2 is a person with a developmental disability as that term is defined 

3 in section 3 of the "Developmentally Disabled Rights Act," P. L. 

4 1977, c. 82 (C. 30:6D-3). 

1 4. The Division of Advocacy for the Developmentally Disabled 

2 may receive and investigate complaints and provide such legal 

3 representation and other advocacy services on an individual or 

4 class basis as the Public Advocate deems appropriate to protect 
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5 and advocate the rights of developmentally disabled persons. The 

6 Division of Advocacy for the Developmentally Disabled may also, 

7 within the limits of available funding, provide services to other 

8 handicapped persons or classes' of persons found by the Public 

9 Advocate to have needs similar to developmentally disabled people. 

1 5. Eligibility for services by the Division of Advocacy for the 

2 Developmentally Disabled shall be determined on the basis of the 

3 need of the client and in a manner consistent with the conditions 

4 of any grant obtained by the Public Advocate to assist in imple­

5 menting this act. 

1 6. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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STATEMENT 

In 1976, following designation by the Governor, t.he Public Ad­

vocate began a program to protect and advocate the rights< of 

developmentally disabled people. The purpose of this bill is to 

give legislative recognition to that program and to demonstrate 

the legislature's continued commitment to protect the rights of 

developmentally disabled people. 



ASSE1vIBLY INSTITUTIONS, HEALTH AND \V/ELFARE
 
COMMITTEE
 

sr:eATEMENT TO 

ASSELVIBLY, No. 3413 
with Assembly CUllllluttee amendment 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: JUNE 22, 1981 .. 

'l'his hill provides for the statutory establishment of the Division of 

Advocacy for the Developmentally Disabled in the Department of the 

Puhlic Advocate. 

Thp Office of Advocacy for the Developmentally Disabled was origin­

ally established in 1976. In order to be elip;ible to receh-e federal funds 

availnhle for the estahlishment of a protection and advocacy system for 

the dnvelopmentally disableJ., Governor Byrne designated the Depart­

merit of the PuHic .Ad\·ocate as the agency responsible for ensuring the 

right~ of developmentally disahled individuals. 

Tlw definition of developmental dislLhility is the one used in the 

"Developmentally Disahled Rights .-\ct," P. L. 1977, c. 82 (C. 30:6D-3). 

A' developmental disability is that which is attributable to mental 

retardation, eerehral palsy, epilepsy or autism; originates before the 

person reaches 18 years of age; is expected to continue indefinitely: and, 

constitutes a substantial handicap to the person's ability to function 

normally in soe,iety. 

The Department of the Public Advocate and the New Jersey Develop­

mental Disabilities Council strongly support this legislation. 

The committee enacted certain tec.hnical amendments to this legisla­

tion and released the bilL 
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A-1688, SC(:~:3tJr'2j ~y Assem:J:yr::,tn H. Jil"",c') Saxton (R-SurlingtanL amending th~
 

..301 i d\'J:aste Nanagem'::l1 tAct toauthori ze county he3lth depat't8ents to collect fees fram
 

san itary landfill opera tOtS VI; thi n the; r juY'i sdicti on for en force:::~nt activities. The
 

.schedul e.of fees \1i. l'l:be es.tabl i ~hed by the D~partment of Envh'onmental' Protection.
 
- .'
 

A-2268,'sponsored by Assemblyman RichardJ. Code~-(O-Essex}2 allowing pclice
 

rifficersc-who ·have nesi~n.~din good s.tanding~to be placed on reemployment lists. The"
 
. ..:.. ~ . - ..~ . ­

legislation insures .these officers would be in line for appointments after officers
 

who have been-laid-off. - . "o"· ­
- .' ~. ­" - ."'. 

~A-3787 ,~sponsored ~byAssemblymanAlan Karcher (O-f1iddlesex), transfering many of 

,the'responstbilittes;for .legislative 'printing from the Secr-etary of State ,and the 

"'Di-v;smn·(of~Rurchas:e'-a-nd-Pr.opertY.toxheLegislative Services Cqrnmissian. "'The bill also 

'~makes:changes'.;'n :'t:ghe:prtnting-format. of bi l1:s andel imtna1les" the separa.te;:printing ~of 

.amendments'and '~esolutions . 

. A-34T3,.sponsored~by -'Assemblywoman !1ildred Garvin CO-E~sex):J establisfring within "" 

the-Department .of 'the" Public Advocate'a" Division on the"Oevc.lopmentallyLlisabled. The 
. . 

~Oivisiorihas"'existed .on the~basis oLa:gubernatorial letter: of i~uthorization in the past• 
.: 

. :fA~3505, ;also ~sponsored~byAssemDlyman:Codey, amend_~n~ ,Sectio~4~O~ :t!:~~ubllc : . , 
.. 

"La\'1s of 1946 to regulate the disposifion of parimutuel pools at all horse- "T'ace' meetings" 
-~, :. ,,~ 

-with the .:exception of ,.the'NewJersey Sports -and Exposition Authority. The~.act takes' 
" " .... - -='-' ., 

-effect;mmedi1rtely ..,and';.sretroactive ·~to f'lay 1, 1981. 

. ....... . ~ 

.. :-... 
chief or "other supedor f~,re officer have sole authority within established fire 

. 
li.nes.· ",n~i:s--authopty,sup'ersedes ,that 'of any. municipal police authority. 

:The 'Governor:hr'lo ~t::etUlmed-:thisbiU· with ~ rec~.mend'ation;thnt 'this blll 

"did not affect: hi's ;or .the ,S l:'ate , s ".emergency pmJe~s. The Legisl~ture 'concurred 
. , 

with the ~Governor-v-.s :~ecomrnend<ltion. -. 

. . -, .. :.- .. 
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