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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY CHECKLIST

NJSA 52:276-41.1 to 52:27E-41.5 (Division of Advocacy for the Developmentally
Disabled established in Public Advocate)

LaWS 1981 CHAPTER 444

Bill No. A3413

Sponsor(s) Garvin and others

Date Introduced May 14,1981

Committee: Assembly fnstitutions, Health and Welfare

Senate State Gov't., Federal & Interstate Relations & Veterans Affairs

Amended during passage Yes WM Amendments during passage

denoted by asterisks

Date of Passage: Assembly Naoy. 16, 1981

Senate  |an 7 1981

Date of approval lan. 9. 1982

Following statements are attached if available:

Sponser statement Yes N&XX (Below)
Committee Statement: Assembly Yes N&(X
Senate Yux No
Fiscal Note Yex No
Veto Message | Y& No
Message on signing Yes N

Following were printed:

Reports Y5 No

Hearings Yo No
Sponsors' statement:

In 1976, following designation by the Governor, the Public Advocate began a program
to protect and advocate the rights of developmentally disabled people. The purpose
.of this bill is to give legislative recognition to that program and to demonstrate the
" legislature's continued commitment to protect the rights of developmentally disabled
people,
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ASSEMBLY, No. 3413

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED MAY 14, 1981

By Assemblywoman GARVIN, Assemblymen FORTUNATO, VAN-
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WAGNER, BROWN, THOMPSON, ZANGARI and McENROE
Referred to Committee on Institutions, Health and Welfare

A SurpLEMENT to the ‘Department of the Public Advocate Act of
1974, approved May 13, 1974 (P. L. 1974, c. 27; C. 52:27E-1
et seq.).

BE 1T ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. There is hereby established in the Department of the Public
Advocate the Division of Advocacy for the Developmentally Dis-
abled under the supervision of the Director of the Division of
Advocacy for the Developmentally Disabled.

2. The Director of the Division of Advocacy for the Develop-
mentally Disabled may, with the approval of the Public Advocate,
employ such assistants *on a full-time basis* as are necessary *fo
protect the rights of developmentally disabled persons. When ex-
ceptional circumstances arise, the Director of the Diwvision of
Advocacy for the Developmentally Disabled, with the approval of
the Public Advocate, may on a temporary basis retain such other
expert assistants as are mecessary pursuant to a reasonable fee
schedule established in advance by the Public Advocate.

Cases shall be assigned to staff attorneys or attorneys hired by
case on a basis calculated to provide competent representation in
light of the nature of the case, the services to be performed, thd
experience of the particular attorney and other relevant factors*.

3. For purposes of this act, a developmentally disabled person
is a person with a developmental disability as that term is defined
in section 3 of the ‘‘Developmentally Disabled Rights Act,”” P. L.
1977, c. 82 (C. 30:6D-3).

4. The Division of Advocacy for the Developmentally Disabled
may receive and investigate complaints and provide such legal
representation and other advocacy services on an individual or

class basis as the Public Advocate deems appropriate to protect
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and advocate the rights of developmentally disabled persons. The
Division of Advocacy for the Developmentally Disabled may also,
within the limits of available funding, provide services to other
handicapped persons or classes of persons found by the Public
Advocate to have needs similar to developmentally disabled people.

5. Eligibility for services by the Division of Advocacy for the
Developmentally Disabled shall be determined on the basis of the
need of the client and in a manner consistent with the conditions
of any grant obtained by the Public Advocate to assist in imple-
menting this act.

6. This act shall take effect immediately.
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Advocate the Division of Advocacy for the Developmentally Dis-
abled under the supervision of the Director of the Division of
Advocacy for the Developmentally Disabled.

2. The Director of the Division of Advocacy for the Develop-
mentally Disabled may, with the approval of the Public Advocate,
employ sueh assistants as arc necessary.

3. For purposes of this act, a developmentally disabled person
is a person with a developmental disability as that term is defined
in section 3 of the ‘“Developmentally Disabled Rights Aet,”” P. L.
1977, c. 82 (C. 30:6D-3).

4. The Division of Advocacy for the Developmentally Disabled
may receive and investigate complaints and provide such legal
representation and other advocacy services on an individnal or
elass basis as the Public Advocate deems appropriate to protect
and advocate the rights of developmentally disabled persons. The
Division of Advocacy for the Developmentally Disabled may also,
within the limits of available funding, provide services to other
handicapped persons or classes of persons found by the Public
Advocate to have needs similar to developmentally disabled people.

5. Eligibility for services by the Division of Advocacy for the
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need of the client and in a manner consist
of any grant obtained by the Public Advocate to
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STATEMENT
In 1976, following designation by the Governor, the Public Ad-
vocate began a program to protect and advocate the rights of
developmentally disabled people. The purpose of this bill is to
give legislative recognition to that program and to demonstrate
the legislature’s continned commitment to protect the rights of

developmentally disabled people.
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ASSEMBLY INSTITUTIONS, HEALTH AND WELFARE
COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 3413

with Assembly comniittee amendment

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: JUNE 22, 1981 .~

This bill provides for the statutory establishment of the Divisien of
Advocacy for the Developmentally Disabled in the Department of the
Public Advocate. -

The Office of Advocaey for the Developinentally Disabled was origin-
allv established in 1976. In order to be eligible to receive federal funds
available for the establishment of a protection and advocacey system for
the developmentally disabled, Governor Byrne designated the Depart-
nient of the Public Advocate as the ageney responsible for ensuring the
rights of developmentally disabled individuals.

‘The definition of developmental disability is the one used in the
“Developmentally Disabled Rights Act,” P. 1.. 1977, e. 82 (C. 30:6D-3).
A developmental disability is that which is attributable to mental
retardation, cerebral palsy, epilepsy or autism; originates before the
person reaches 18 yvears of age; is expected to continue indefinitely ; and,
constitutes a substantial handicap to the person’s ability to function
normally in society.

The Departmérit of the Public Advocate and the New Jersey Develop-
mental Disabilities Council strongly support this legislation.

| The committee enacted certain technical amendments to this legisla-
tion and released the bill.
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A-1688, SQOR\tIEJ by Ascembiyman H. James Saxton (R-Burlinaton), amending tha

5011d Yaste Management Act to authorize county heal*h departments to collect fees from

sanitary landfill opnr:tors within their jurisdiction for enforcemént activities. Tha

schedule. of fees mH be estabhshed D_y the D2 partnem: of cnvn*onrrental Protectron-.
A-2288, sponsored by Assemolyman R1chard J. Codny (D- Essex) ano'.-nng pchce

officers-who have res1gned in good stand1 ng: to be pTaced an reemployr;ent hsts- The i

legislation insures these ofﬁcers would be in hne for appomtmants after Gfﬁce.rs
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who have been Taid-off. . ) B : . e N -

| ﬂ-_gggl sponsored by Assemblyman Alan Karcher (D-Mldd'iesex) transfermg many- of
the ‘responsibilities for }egtshtwe prmtmg from the Secretary of State and the

Dw1smn of Purchase -and - Propfrty to the Leg1slatwe Services Conmssmn ‘The bﬂl also

~:makes :changes" 1n,tghe printing format.of billts and e'hmmates the separate:pnntmg af

amendments -and teso]utwns

‘ A-34T3 .sponsared by : Assembwwoman Mildred Garvm (D—Essex), estab‘hshmg mthm |
‘the -Department .of “the- Pubhc Advocate a. D1v1smn on the” Deve'lopmenta'ny”msab'led. The
Dnnswn haSweXTSted on the:basis of.a gubematomal letter of: authomzatmn m the past.
ﬂ-_B@_S_, also ssponsored by . Assemb]_yman Codey, arnendmo Sectmn 46 of the Pubhc a )
Laws of 1946 to regu]ate the di Spos1t1on of parmutue'l poo"ls at all horse face meetm.g.sr
w1th tne exceptmn of the New Jersey Sports -and Exposxtwn Authority. The act takﬂs )
: =e.fect “rmmed'rate‘l_v and s retroactwe to May 1, 198] - ' ‘

#4-238/768, sponsored -by Thomds Deverin (D<Middlesex) which providas that z
chief or~other~superior fire officer have ‘sole authority within established fire
1ines. Ihls*authorlty SUpersedes ‘that ‘of an) mun1c1pal police authority.

The Governor'had :returned -this blll with a reconmendagion ‘that tbis bill

did not affect hxs:or.the=State 's -emergency pouefs. The Legislature concufred

_ with the .Governor's ;recommendation. O ST S .
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