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J All ACT. establishing a uiIifollll cadi. QStem for plastic bottles 
\ 

2 aDd QIIItaiDers. and supplementiDI P.L 1.7. c.l02
 

3 (C.13:·t£-99.11 et aL).
 
4
 

5 BE IT _ACTED fly die ~Ie ,.", GeReraI Aaelll6ly 01 lite
 

6 SIGle 01 N.., ~ersq:
 

7 1.. As used in this act:
 

8 "Bev~...• ~ meaDS .miIk. alcobolic beveraps. i.DchdDI beer or
 

9 other malt beveraafs, liquor, ~ vermouth aDd sparkIiDa wine.
 

10 aDd DDDalcabDlicbeverqes. iDcluding fruit juice, miDeral water
 

11 aDd· soda water aad similar .....Jcoholic cadIoaated aad
 

12 aaacadIaDated ~. intended for ~8Il ~tioo;
 

13 -Beverqe container" means. an individual. sepanlte~
 

14 bennetically sealed, or madeairtilht with a metal or plastic cap.
 

15 bottle or. ~ .composed of sIass, metaL plastic or any
 

16 aJlDbiDatiall thereof. caatajnjng a beverage;
 

17 ..Commissioner- means the CommissioDer of Eoviroamental
 

18 Pmtection;
 

10 "Departm~t" means the Department, of Eoviroamental
&.., 

20 Protectiaa; 

21 "Pla&ticbottle- meaDS any plastic beverage container bavial a 

22 capacity of at least. 16 fluid ouoces but less tban5 United States 

23 gallons, . aad. composed of ~nnoplasti~ synthetic· polymeric 

24 ",aterial; . 

25 - Plastic container" means any fonned or molded aDd 
. I 

26 benneti~JL'sealed. or made airtjpt ,nth _metal or plastic cap, 

27 riptcaotainer.q~r thana, plastic bottle, intended for 
28 siDIIe-~ ~. baviDlac~ty~f ·at .leaa 8 ounces but less tbaD 

29 5 UBited Stat~ gallons with a miaim~ wall .. tbicbess of DDt less 

30 than 0.010 inches. and eamP-ed ~ of tbIRmoplastic 

31 SJIIlhetic polynleric material 

32 2. L On or after Januur 1" 1991. lID "1SDIl sbaIl selL offer 

33 for sale,' .or distribute· ..., plastic bottle or plastic caataiDer in 
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.. State __ the bottle .. CGlltailieris Waaled with =lr.ateria1 

aJde iDdicatiJlt ~ p'Mtit .... '-to _pmdar:e tile bottle or 
CGIltailler. AJri pi_tic bott_ or·_~ ee-taiaer witll • I8iIeI tar 

~.alr-lXedthereto. tbe ClllllPQSitiall of .~ .....ts of a 

diffenmt material thaD the .bottle or CIIIltailler itself. sbaIl be 

coded by its basic material 

b. The material code ~ consist· of'.a _fonn symbol and 
ideatificatioD IIUIIlber, aDd_ 8ClOIIJIII comprisina no more than 

. . . 

five lette~ The symbol sball OODSist of a. tri8Dplar-shaped 

OOIlfipratioD of three arrows with a specific nmnber placed 

within the center of the SJIIlbol to iDdicate the ClllllPQSitian of 

the material used tei pmduce' the bottle or CQIltaiDer. The 

8C1'OIIJIIl sball be placed below the trianile of arrows. The . 

triaDlle· sball be equilateral, faimed by three anDWS with the 

apex of each point of the triaDsle at the midpoint of each arrow. 

l'OImded with • Short radius. The pointer (arr0wbe8d) of ucb 

arrow sbaUbe at the midpoint of.·eacb"side~r the trianl1e with a 

short pp ·separatina".the .-inter fmm" the ~ of the adjacent 

arrow.Tbe·"tnanale~fonnedby tbe.'·tbree arrows curved at their 

midpoints shall depict a clockwise path Uound the oode number. 
. . ;' 

. c. TIle material code sball ~t of an identification number 

and 8CftIIIJIIl as follows: 

(1) Polyethylene terepbthalate: -I ~ and "PETE-: 

(2) HiIb density polyethylene: "2" and -HOPE"; 

. (3) ViDyl~, "'3" and "V"; 

(4) Low density polyethylene: .. 4- and .. LOPE" ; 

(5) PolyprcpJlene: "5" and "pp~;
 

(6)~lJSt1feDe:. "6" and "PS"; and
 
(7) All other plastic resins and laminates: . "7" and 

"011fER". 

cL TIle _r shall inaintaill'oo file in the department 

for pubuc. inspection copies of the mat~ri81·.code provided in 
, . ­

~tiaD c. of this·.seetiaa. ~ dep8rtment shaD provide a
 
COPJ to ,any person Upon ~.
 

3. a.1my ..eaonconvif?t.. of a Violation Qf .this act sball be 

subject ·to a penalty of not less than ~.oOi nor more than 

$1.000.00 for each offense, to be collecteciin a civil action by a 

summary ~lOCeeding under "the penalty ~rcement law... 

(N.J.8.2A:58-1 et seq.). or inaDY case-before a court of 

, 
/ 
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alIl.,.!..t jurisdiction whereiD iDjuactive ..., bas beea 

·~ted. The Superior Court .. tile IIIUIIicipIII ~ IIaaIl line 
l 

jurisdiction: tel enforce the pnn....of ·tbe ,,..~ _t 
law'" in CllJlllleCtioo with this act. If die viDlatiaD is of a 

COlI-dna nature9 each da, durina which itCaatiauls caastitutes 

· 6 an additiGDal. separat~ and distiDct off". 
7 be The department ma, institute a Ci~ 'actiaa for injuDctive 

8 relief of~orce this act and to prOhibit and' prevent a violation 

9 of ~ act. and the court may proceed in the action in a summary 

MaDDer. 

11 4. TheCOInmissioner sball adopt. within one year of the 
12 effective ~te of this act aDd,putSUIIIlt to the ..Adm~nistratiYe 

13 PlOCedure Act." P.L1968. c.410 (C.52:14B-t· et seq.), ndes and 

14 replatiaDs necessary to implement this act. 

5. This act sball take effect immediatelJ. 

16 

11 

18 STATEMENT 

19 

21 

i 

This biD would establish a Ullifonn cnm.:. sptem to identify 

plastic' bDttles and coataiDers 'by the ba!?ic' pl8stic resin used in 

22 

23 

24 

their manufacture. The awling SJSt~bas been developed by the 

Society of the Plastics IDdustrr (SPQ for adoptiOn by the states in 

order to ,akilitate the rec:yc!iDa of these items. 

SpecirlCally. the bUt provides that after January 1, 1991. DO 

26 

27 

28 

plastic bDttle 'or plastic container rnay be sold or distributed in 

this State unless the bOt'tle or container is 1abeJ.~ .I with a material 
'I: . 

code Qldicating the plastic n!sin used to produce the bottle or 

29 container. A -plastic bottle- is dermed· 'as any plastic beverage 

I, 

31 

32 

33 

34 

conta:iDer having a capacity of at l~t 16 fluid ounces but less 

thaD-SUDited States pllaas. A "plastic cobtainer" refem to 811)'• 
fonned or molded' and bennetically· sealed rilid container, other 

thaD a plastichot~. intended for,. siDI1e~use aad baYiDI a 
capacity of at least 8 OUIICes ~t less thaD 5 United States gallons. 

fa the case of a plastic botde or container with a label or 

36 ba&ecup afrlXed thereto, the c:ampositian of which cansists of·a 

37 differeat material thaD the bottle or container itself. the bottle 

38 or caataiDer would be coded br its basic' material. 

39 The 'material code coasists of' a _fona SJIIlbol and 



1 w..tificau.. '__r• .... 41C1Diij- az liI.rilial ....
 

2 five let.... '.n. QIIIII8l ..... ·of • tri -sheped
 

3 CIID""'tiIa .eftluee -- witll • ipIICific 1Jer JI-=-I
 
4 withiD the etmter of tile armId to iMicate tile oillYfJlMitka of
 

5 tile material tiled to pmduce the bDttle or amtaiaer. The
 

•, 8CImIJIII is pI"- below tile ~riaftIle of arnntIL
 

n.e IJiIl pawidea that the Commi.....r of the Oepartmeat of
 
8 _tal PmtectiaD DIUIt maintaiD GIl 'file iD the
 

e ~t for public iDlpectiaD cupies of the material- ca*
 
10 85taNished 1DIer this act. aad the departmeat mUlt plUVide • 

11 CIIPJ to aar.,..... upDD ~t. 

12 Tbe biD', pnJ¥ides fuitI.r that .., 118'- caavicted of a 

13 violation of tbis act would be lllbiect to • civil a-aIty of DOt 1eI& 
14 thaD $500.00 IIDr more ..$1,000.00 for each off_. 

15 Six states - Califomia. ea.ecticut. ,Florida. Illinois. 
16 N."'88Ita ~ Wisconsio .- ~e -.cted JeaislatioD to adopt the 
17 SPI UDifonD p1Utic codi.SJStem to'date. 

18 

19 

20 ENVIIlONMENT . 

21 Solid Waste 

Z2 

23 Est.Wi.. a .fonn codinl system .for plastic bott18s aad 

24 OOIItaiDem. 

,, 
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STATE OF.mY ' 

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 21. 1989 

BJ~blymenALBOHN. SHINN. McEl4'oe. Felice.
 
FreliiJIhuysen, AssemblyWOmen Faftillber. Olden.
 

AsSemblymen Kyrillos.Schuber and ~uter
 

1 AN ACTe'stablishing a unifonn coding System ,for plastic bottles 

aDd contairiers. and supplementm,' P.L.1981. c.102 

3 (C.13:1E-99.11 et al.). 

5 BE IT ENACTED by the Senclte qnd General AaemblJl 0/ the 

State 01 New Jersey: 

1 1. As used in this act: 

"Beverag.," means milk, alcoholic beverages. including beer or 

9 other malt beverages, liquor, wine, vennouth and sparklina wine. 

and nonalcoholic beverages. including fruit juice, mineral water 

11 and soda water and, similar: nonalcoholic carbonated and 

noncarbonated drinks intended for human consumption; 

13 "Severage container" means an individual. separate. 

hennetically sealed, or made airtight with a metal or plastic cap. 

15 bottle or can composed of glass, metal, plastic or any 

combination thereof, containing a beverage; 

11 "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Environmental 

Protection; 
" 

19 "Department" means the Department of Environmental 

Protection; 

21 "Plastic bottle" means any plastic beverage container havina a 

capacity of at least 16 fluid ounces but less than 5 United States 

23 gallons. and com~ed of thennoplastic synthetic polymeric 

material; 

25 "Plast.c container~' means any fonnedor molded and 

henneticaUy"8e81ed. ,or made airtipt with a metal or plastic cap. 

21 rigid contairier, other than a plastic ~ttle~ intended for 

sinIle-useand having a capacity of atleat 8~es but less than ' 

29 6 United 8t;t88 gallons with a minimUm wall thickness of not less 

than 0.010 inches, and composed primarily of thennoplatic' 

. 31 IJIIthetic polymeric material. 

2. a. On~r after January 1. 1991, no penon shall sell. offer 

33 for sale. ot,distribute any plastic bottle or pliastic container in 

I: 
~ , 
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i·; 

to . 
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1 this State unless the bottle or·c:antainel' is ...... with t.... 

~. r·- ~~~! c:ode:~atinl the plastic resin "...., tO~""" ... 
, 1 '" ".	 ".:' " , 

':.-':-:-~~~ 3 Coat~. Any plasticbott'e~r p!astK:COftteiner with .- ... or
 
,-" ~ -:)
 
I. 

"LJ,	 1Jas~:.h.~j.ffixed thereto. the com(JOllitioD,'Ofr wbicIa canll'" of a 
1.J' .~ 

5 dii'f,"t,:material than the bottleOfcoa'tainer i ....f~ .....' lie 
f ~-:~ 

' .. .l~ 

:Lf:~:;'~ ~8f:lbV its basic material. ,
 
,':~}1: ,b.'The ~aterial code shall consiStofa unifonn ...
 
:,",( :.~:t 

identification number. and an acronym comprisinl no thin . . ': ,"}-:,	 • 
:;,'::-.:1 9 five letters. The symbol shan consist of a tri r-.......
 

conrllU~ti(~n of three arrows with a specific n ' pieced 

- .. ~ ~~"'"1. 11 withmtbe center of the symbol to indIctUe the compGIItlan of
 
t "
 
fi;, the material used to produce the boUle or container. 1be 

13 acronym, shall be placed below the tri...le of arrows. ,7he 
tri"'le &han be equilateral. fonned by' three al'l'OWll with the 

15 apex ofesch point of the triangle at the ,midpoint of each arrow. ,'"
roUlldedwith a, short radius. The point"r ;(arrowhead) of each

I' arrow,shall be at the midpoint of each side of the triBIIIle with a 

short gap separatillB the pointer from the base of the adjacent 

19 arrOw. The triangle; fanned by the three arrows curved at their 

midpoints shall depict ,a clockwise path aroWld the code number. 

21 c. The material code shall consist of an identification number 

and acronym as follows:
'I 

23	 (1) Poly~thylene terephthalate: "1" and'" iJETE"; 

(2) Hiah density polyethylene: "2" and "HOPE"; 

25	 (3) Viny~,: "3" and "V";, 
(4) Low trlensity polyethylene: "4" and "LOPE"; 

I	 .~ ,e.;; 

21	 (5) POlypropylene: "5" and "PP"; 

(6) Polystyrene: "6" and "PS"; and 

29	 (7) All other plastic resins and laminates: "," and 

"OTHER". 
/, ­
/,	 

31 "d. 'The commisSioner shall maintain .'rtlein the department ." ~ 

for~c inspection copies of the mat@rlal code provided in 
,. )',;	 33 ~~ion c. of this section. The d....ttm..i shall provide a
'r' ',: 

copy to any person upon request.	 , 
1 

35 3. a. Any person convicted of a vfOlat~ of this act shall be	 I
1 

subject to a penalty of not less than "500.00 nor more than j 
37 '1.000.00 fo~ each oftense, to be collect8din a civil action by a 

I 
fsutnmary:proceeding under "the penaltyenfol'Cemeftt law." 

39 (N.J.S.2A:58-1 et ssq.), or in any' ,cue before a court of
" .... 

'f'· 
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1 competent jurisdic tion wherein injunctive relief has been 

requested. The Superior Court and the municipal court shall have 

3 jurisdiction to enforce the provisions of "the -penalty enforcement 

law" in connection with this act. If the violation is of a 

5 continuing nature, each day during which it continues constitutes 

an additional, separate, and distinct offense. 

7 b. The department may institute a civil action for injunctive 

relief of enforce this act and to prohibit and prevent a violation 

9 of this act, and the court may proceed in the action in a summary 

manner. 

11	 4. The commissiol1er shall adopt, within one year of the 

effective date of this act and pursuant to the "Administrative 

13	 Procedure Act," P. L.1968, cA10 (C.52: 148-1 et seq.), rules and 

regulations necessary to implement this act. 

15 5. This act shall take effect immediately. 

17 

STATEMENT 

19 

This bill would establish a uniform coding system to identify 

21 plastic bottles and containers by the basic plastic resin used in 

their manufacture. The coding system has been developed by the 

23 Society of the Plastics Industry (SPI) for adoption by the states in 

order	 to facilitate the recycling of these items. 

25 Specifically, the bill provides that after January 1, 1991, no 

plastic bottle or plastic container may be sold or distributed in 

27 this State unless the bottle or container is labeled with a material 

code indicating the plastic resin used to produce the bottle or 

29 container. A" plastic bottle" is defined as any plastic beverage 

container having a capacity of at least 16 fluid ounces but less 

31 than 5 United States gallons. A "plastic container" refers to any 

formed or molded and hermetically sealed rigid container, other 

33 than a plastic bottle, intended for single-use and having a 

capacity of at least 8 ounces but less than 5 United States gallons. 

35 In the case of a plastic bottle or container with a label or 

basecup affixed thereto, the composition of which consists of a 

37 different material than the bottle or container itself, the bottle 

or container would be coded by its basic material. 

39 The material code consists of a uniform symbol and 



A4303 
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1 identification number, and an acronym comprising no more than 

five letters. The symbol consists of a triangular-shaped 

3 configuration of three arrows with a specific number placed 

within the center of the syTnbol to indicate the composi tion of 

5 the material used to produce the bottle or container. The 

acron'ym is placed below the triangle of arrows. 

7 The bill provides that the Commissioner of the Department of 

Environmental Protection must maintain on file in the 

9 department for public inspection copies of the material code 

established under this act, and the department must provide a 

11 copy to any person upon request. 

The bill provides further that any person convicted of a 

13 violation of this act would be subject to a civil penalty of not less 

than $500.00 nor more than $1,000.00 for each offense. 

15 Six states California, Connecticut, Florida, Illinois" 

Minnesota and \Visconsin - have enacted legisla tion to adopt the 

17 SPI uniform plastic coding system to date. 

19 

ENVIRONMENT 

21 Solid Waste 

23 Establishes a uniform coding system for plastic bottles and 

containers. 



ASSEMBLY SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

~EMBLY, No. 4303 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED: APRIL 17, 1989 

The Assembly Solid Waste Management Committee favorably 

reports Assembly Bill No. 4303. 

Assembly Bill No. 4303 would establish a uniform coding system 

to identify plastic bottles and containers by the basic plastic resin 

used in their manufacture. The coding system has been developed by 

the Society of the Plastics Industry (SPI) for adoption by the states in 

order to facilitate the recycling of these items. 

Specifically, the bill provides that after January 1, 1991, no 

plastic bottle or plastic container may be sold or distributed iTI this 

State unless the bottle or container is labeled with a material code 

indicating the plastic resin used to produce the bottle or container. 

A "plastic bottle" is defined as any plastic beverage container having 

a capacity of at least 16 fluid ounces but less than 5 United States 

gallons. A "plastic container" refers to any formed or molded and 

hermetically sealed rigid container, other than a plastic bottle, 

intended for single-use and having a capacity of at least 8 ounces but 

less than 5 United States gallons. 

In the case of a plastic bottle or container with a label or 

basecup affixed thereto, the composition of which consists of a 

different material than the bottle or container itself, the bottle or 

container would be coded by its basic material. 

The material code consists of a uniform symbol and 

identification number, and an acronym comprising no more than five 

letters. The symbol consists of a triangular-shaped configuration of 

three arrows with a specific number placed within the center of the 

symbol to indicate the composition of the material used to produce 

the bottle or container. The acronym is placed below the triangle of 

arrows. 

A4303 provides that the Commissioner of the Department of 

Environmental Protection must maintain on file in the department 

for public inspection copies of the material code established under 

this act, and the department must provide a copy to any person upon 

request. 
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A4303 provides further that any person convicted of a violation 

of this act would be subject to a civil penalty of not less than 
$500.00 nor more than $1,000.00 for each offense. 

Six states - California, Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, Minnesota 

and Wisconsin - have enacted legislation to adopt the SPI uniform 
plastic coding system to date. 



SENATE ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 4303
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: DECEMBER 14, 1989 

The Senate Energy and Environment Committee favorably 

reports Assembly Bill No. 4303. 

This bill would establish a uniform coding system to identify 

plastic bottles and containers by the basic plastic resin used in their 

manufacture. The coding system has been developed by the Society 

of the Plastics Industry (SPI) for adoption by the states in order to 

facilitate the recycling of these items. 

Specifically, the bill provides that after January 1, 1991, no 

plastic bottle or plastic container may be sold or distributed in this 

State unless the bottle or container is labeled with a material code 

indicating the plastic resin used to produce the bottle or container. 

A "plastic bottle" is defined as any plastic beverage container having 

a capacity of at least 16 fluid ounces but less than 5 United States 

gallons. A "plastic container" refers to any formed or molded and 

hermetically sealed rigid container, other than a plastic bottle, 

intended for single-use -and having a capacity of at least 8 ounces but 

less than 5 United States gallons. 

In the case of a plastic bottle or container with a label or 

basecup affixed thereto, the composition of which consists of a 

different material than the bottle or container itself, the bottle or 

container would be coded by its basic material. 

The material code consists of a uniform symbol and 

identification number, and an acronym comprising no more than five 

lett~rs. The symbol consists of a triangular-shaped configuration of 

three arrows with a specific number placed within the center of the 

symbol to indicate the composition of the material used to produce 

the bottle or container. The acronym is placed below the triangle of 

arrows. 

This bill would also require the Commissioner of the Department 

of Environmental Protection to maintain on file in the department 

for public inspection copies of the material code established under 

this act, and the department must provide a copy to any person upon 

request. 



2
 

The bill provides further that any person convicted of a violation 

of this bill would be subject to a civil penalty of not less than 

$500.00 nor more than $1,000.00 for each offense. 

Six states - California, Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, Minnesota 

and Wisconsin - have enacted legislation to adopt the SPI uniform 
plastic coding system to date. 
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