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PROPOSAL NO. 43 Jamison

Intro. - 5/12/66

Ref. - Structure, Apportionment
Specific plan

Unicameral

Provides for a unicameral Legislature of 112 members apportioned
among the counties according to Equal Proportions and elected in
2 classes for 4-year terms from single-member, equal-population
districts; and vests districting, after the 1970 census and each
succeeding census, in the Legislature, or, failing such determination
thereby, in a l3-member Apportionment Commission, comprised of 5
members each appointed by the State chairmen of the 2 major political
parties and 3 members selected by the 10 so chosen.

PROPOSAL NO. Ly Cawley

Intro. - 5/12/66
Ref. - Apportionment
General resolution

Provides that (a) each member of the General Assembly shall
represent a unit of population, which unit shall be adjusted after’
each census by the percentage the State population changes; and
(b) each Senator shall represent a unit of registered voters to _
be determined by the Convention, and the number of Senators apportioned
to each county or county grouping, based on the number of registered
voters at the prior general election, shall be certified by the
Secretary of State prior to each election for Senator.

PROPOSAL NO. 45 Goldberg, Crabiel, Keegan

Intro. - 5/12/66
Ref. - Apportionment
Specific plan
Bicameral .
Provides for (a) a Senate of no more than 40 senators apportioned
according to Equal Proportions among Senate districts composed of
whole, contiguous counties and elected at large in 2 classes for 4
year terms; and (b) for an Assembly of no more than 70 members
apportioned according to Equal Proportions among Assembly districts
composed of whole counties and elected at large for 2-year terms; and
(c) provides that at the first session after the next and each
subsequent census, the Legislature shall establish the Senate and
Assembly districts, ‘apportion the members and establish the 2
classes of senators.
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Amendments to the 1947 Constitution

ProrPoseEp AMENDMENTS ADOPTED

Amend Article IV, Section I, Paragraph 2 of the State Constitu-
tion to read as follows:

2. No person shall be a member of the Senate who shall not have
attained the age of thirty years, and have been a citizen and resi-
dent of the State for four years, and of the distriet for which he
shall be elected one year, next before his election. No person shall
be a member of the General Assembly who shall not have attained
the age of twenty-one years and have been a citizen and resident of
the State for two years, and of the district for which he shall be
elected one year, next before his election. No person shall be
eligible for membership in the Legislature unless he be entitled to
the right of suffrage.

Amend Article IV, Sections IT and III of the State Constitution
to read as follows:

Section I1.

1. The Senate shall be composed of forty senators apportioned
among Senate districts as nearly as may be according to the number
of their inhabitants as reported in the last preceding decennial
census of the United States and according to the method of equal
proportions. HEach Senate district shall be composed, wherever
practicable, of one single county, and, if not so practicable, of two
or more contiguous whole counties.

2. Each senator shall be elected by the legally qualified voters of
the Senate district, except that if the Senate district is composed
of two or more counties and two senators are apportioned to the
district, one senator shall be elected by the legally qualified voters
of each Assembly district. Each senator shall be elected for a term
beginning at noon of the second Tuesday in January next following
his election and ending at noon of the second Tuesday in January
four years thereafter, except that each senator, to be elected for a
term beginning in January of the second year following the year
in which a decennial census of the United States is taken, shall be
elected for a term of two years.

(1215)
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3. The General Assembly shall be composed of eighty members.
HEach Senate district to which only one senator is apportioned shall
constitute an Assembly district. Each of the remaining Senate
districts shall be divided into Assembly districts equal in number
to the number of senators apportioned to the Senate district. The
Assembly districts shall be composed of contiguous territory, as
nearly compact and equal in the number of their inhabitants as
possible, and in no event shall each such distriet contain less than
eighty per cent nor more than one hundred twenty per cent of one-
fortieth of the total number of inhabitants of the state as reported
in the last preceding decennial census of the United States. Unless
necessary to meet the foregoing requirements, no county or munici-
pality shall be divided among Assembly districts unless it shall
contain more than one-fortieth of the total number of inhabitants
of the state, and no county or municipality shall be divided among
a number of Assembly districts larger than one plus the whole
number obtained by dividing the number of inhabitants in the

county or municipality by one-fortieth of the total number of in-
habitants of the state.

4. Two members of the General Assembly shall be elected by the
legally qualified voters of each Assembly district for terms begin-
ning at noon of the second Tuesday in January next following their

election and ending at noon of the second Tuesday in January two
vears thereafter.

Secton I11.

1. After the next and every subsequent decennial census of the
United States, the Senate districts and Assembly districts shall be
established, and the senators and members of the General Assem-
bly shall be apportioned among them, by an Apportionment Com-
mission consisting of ten members, five to be appointed by the
chairman of the state committee of each of the two political parties
whose candidates for governor receive the larger number of votes
at the most recent gubernatorial election. Each state chairman,
in making such appointments, shall give due consideration to the
representation of the various geographical areas of the state. Ap-
pointments to the Commission shall be made on or before Novem-
ber 15 of the year in which such census is taken and shall be cer-
tified by the Secretary of State on or before December 1 of that
year. The Commission, by a majority of the whole number of its
members, shall certify the establishment of Senate and Assembly
districts and the apportionment of senators and members of the
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General Assembly to the Secretary of State within one month of
the receipt by the Governor of the official decennial census of the
United States for New Jersey, or on or before February 1 of the
year following the year in which the census is taken, whichever
date is later.

2. If the Apportionment Commission fails so to certify such
establishment and apportionment to the Secretary of State on or
before the date fixed or if prior thereto it determines that it will
be unable so to do, it shall so certify to the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of New Jerscy and he shall appoint an eleventh
member of the Commission. The Commission so constituted, by
a majority of the whole number of its members, shall, within one
month after the appointment of such eleventh member, certify to
the Secretary of State the establishment of Senate and Assembly
districts and the apportionment of senators and members of the
General Assembly.

3. Such establishment and apportionment shall be used there-
after for the election of members of the Legislature and shall re-
main unaltered until the following decennial census of the United
States for New Jersey shall have been received by the Governor.

Amend Article XI by adding thereto Section V as follows:

SecTioN V.

1. For the purpose of electing senators in 1967 and until the 1970
decennial census of the United States for New Jersey shall have
been received by the Governor, the forty senators are hereby al-
located among fifteen Senate districts, as follows:

First District—the counties of Gloucester, Atlantic and Cape
May, two senators;

Second District—the counties of Salem and Cumberland, one
senator;

Third District—the county of Camden, three senators;

Fourth District—the counties of Burlington and Ocean, two
senators;

Fifth District—the county of Monmouth, two senators;
Sixth District—the county of Mercer, two senators;
Seventh District—the county of Middlesex, three senators;
Eighth District—the county of Somerset, one senator;
Ninth District—the county of Union, three senators;
Tenth District—the county of Morris, two senators;
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Eleventh District—the county of Essex, six senators;

Twelfth District—the county of Hudson, four senators;
Thirteenth District—the county of Bergen, five senators;
Fourteenth District—the county of Passaic, three senators; and

Fifteenth District—the counties of Sussex, Warren and Hunter-
don, one senator.

2. For the purpose of electing members of the General Assembly
and the senators from Assembly districts where so required in 1967
and until the 1970 census of the United States for New Jersey shall
have been received by the Governor, the Assembly districts shall
be established by an Apportionment Commission consisting of ten
members, five to be appointed by the chairman of the state com-
mittee of each of the two political parties whose candidates for
governor receive the largest number of votes at the most recent
gubernatorial election. KEach state chairman, in making such ap-
pointments, shall give due consideration to the representation of
the various geographical areas of the state. Such Apportionment
Commission shall be appointed no earlier than November 10 nor
later than November 15, 1966, and their appointments shall be
certified by the Secretary of State on or before December 1, 1966.
The Commission, by a majority of the whole number of its mem-
bers, shall certify the establishment of Assembly districts to the
Secretary of State on or before February 1, 1967.

3. If such Apportionment Commission fails so to certify the
establishment of Assembly districts to the Secretary of State on
or before the date fixed or if prior thereto it determines that it will
be unable so to do, it shall so certify to the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of New Jersey, and he shall appoint an eleventh
member of the Commission. Such Commission, by a majority of
the whole number of its members, shall within one month after the
appointment of such eleventh member certify to the Secretary of
State the establishment of Assembly distriects.

4. The Assembly districts so established shall be used thereafter
for the election of members of the General Assembly and shall
remain unaltered until the following decennial census of the United
States for New Jersey shall have been received by the Governor.

Adopted November 8, 1966.
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