
ASSEMBLY, No. 146
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUOED F ,.; nH(1 AUY Il, 1!l40 

By Mr, MrolIEH\IO'I"r 

Referred to Committee on Revisioll lind Anll'lItlllll'nt of LIlWIl 

AN ACT concerning" witnPllllfls, lind Ilml'lIdinA' Sl'l'Iion :! :!17-4 (If till' UC'vill('d 

Stlltllf('ll. 

1 BE IT ENACTF.fl b" fhr R/'llaf/' and a,.,,,.raJ A.'l,~/·lIIbly of fI", ,'{fafr of New 

2 Jersey: 

1. Rcdion 2:!l74 of th(' Reviflod Rtlllllt(lll is Ilnwlldod 10 r('Iulllfl followfI: 

2 2 :97-4, In Ilny criminal /lction 01' pl'(II'I'('oill/or Il It II IIhiliII I (;" wife Nhllll be 

3 competent to testify l\~ninRf his or hl'l' wit'e Ill' IIIINIIIIIIII to I"'U\'(' I h. flirt 

4 of marriage. 

5 Upon the trial of lilly indidml'nt Il mlll"ri ..d IIlUII l'\hllil b(' Iulm!ttl'.1 tn t ••~ 

6 tify aguinst his wif(, wlll'lI he iH IIIl' ('O"'I~IlilUlI't_~~I~.i~flt Ill'r, if hI' IlhnJl IJITor 

7 him8elf ItS It wit Il<'HR. 

.... \'1'011 III<' I rial of ,1It~' illdidlll('111 Il IIl1I/Ti,'d WOlllllll ~hlt!1 I,,· IIdlllitt.,.-J 

9 to testify n~ninRt 111'1' 11IlRbmul w"('II~IIf' is IlIfI ('fllJI pill i 1111 II I 1l~lIill",1 him, it' 

10 "he I'hull olT('I' !Jf'r"'f'lf Ill'! II wit lH'sJ'" , 

11 Except aR in tlliR Hf'dioll 01" (·I~"l\'hel·1' 11I'o\'if\l'<! by l'\tutlltl' lin hllMhulld 

12 or wife shall he compptent to ~i\'l' l'\'id..llc.' 1lJ.!lJilist tho other in UflY ('rim. 

1:{ innl !lction or )lro(,f'CllinJ,{, 

1 2. This !lct shall takf' /'«1'.'1 illlllil'diut .. ly, 



2 

STATEMENT 

The purpose of this act is to permit 8 husband to testify in a criminal pro. 

ceeding, where he is the complainant against his wife, and in which proce~din~ 

he shall offl'r himself 88 a witness. 
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ASSEMBLY, No. 146 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED }<'I,:nm;AllY iI, 1!140 

By Mr. MdH'1HMOTT 

Referred to Comlllillell on He"i~ioll lind AIlI('ll(lllll'lIf of LIlWIl 

AN ACT concerning witneRReR, l\ \III nl11('IIlI iI\~ RPd iOIl 2 :97-4 of Ih.· Rl'viRl'd 

StatuteR, 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate ami (i1'fU'ral ASlwlIIbly of tht' Stat,' of N,'", 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section 2 :97-4 of the RevisedRt nfllfcH iR IImcllded to rl'lill IlR fOIJOWN: 

2 2:97-4. In any criminal action 01' pl·o.·c.'.lillg' Jl hll:olhlllld 01' wif.· Nhllll !tl' 

3 competent to testify agaill!!t hill or Iwr wife or 1111811111111 to pI'OVl' IIII' flll'j 

4 of marriage.
 

5 UpOIl the trial of allY indielmC'lIt Jl rnlll'l'il'(1 mllll 811nll hI' Ildrnitl"t1 tf) It'l'I
 

6 tify against his wife when he is the cOlllplnillnllf a~ninlll !IN, it' IH' ,"'\JIll olT<lr
 

7 himself as a witness.
 

8 Upon the t rilll of lilly iJH]idmelli II mlll'ried womnn HIIIIII I", 11l1",illf'l!
 

9 to testify against her hllRbnnd WIlI'II Rlw iH IIIP I'omplnillllllt Ul,\'lIillHt him, if
 

10 she shull ofTer hcr!!clf lIH a wiflll'ss.
 

11 Except. as in thiA sectioll Ill' t'lst'wlwl'" Ill'ovitipti hy Ntntllfll 1111 JllIHhllJl(I
 

12 or wife shall be competent In j!ivl' ..vil/.·Il('.· /I/.r/lill~t Ilin other ill lilly (·rim·
 

13 inal action or proceeding.
 

1 2. This act shnll tukp f·fTpct imlll/'t1illll'ly, 
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