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LEGLLATIVE NOTES O R.S. 18A (3%~ 2D i
(School attendance required)

Tiue first compulsory attendance law in Hew Jersey was passed in 167hL:

L. 137h, p. 135

«»s Shall attend some public or private
8cho0l ese Or D2 lnstructed st home ..

L. 1875, p. 105

L. 1903, Chapter 1 (24 special session) - Al
No statement.
ees Unless such child is being taught at
home ... s2nd such child to a day school.

L. 191}, Chapter 223 - 3151
Iantroduced February 17 by Senator Egan.
Bo statement.
Was amendsd before passage.

L. 1919, Choapter 35 - Si9
Introduced February 3 by Senator Pilgrim.
Mot saeanded durdng passags.
Conceras attendance ai continuaticn schools by
employed childrea.
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L. 1931, Chapter 307 - S102
Introduced January 25 by Semator Piersca.
Eill had statement.
Amended twice during passage.
Changed wording from 1903 act concerning altermativse schooling
to the wording which is now in effect. (This change not
refarred to in the statement).

L. 1940, Chapter 154, §1 - A174B
Introduced February 5 by Mr. Ferster,

Bill had statement.
This act coocermed ths upper age limits for leaving sachool.



L. 1954, Cbapter 180 - A251
Introduced February 19 by Mr. Beadlestcn,
Not amended during passage.
No statement.
Adds proviso to section:

ses but nothing herein shall be construed as
permitting the temporery or permanent exclusion from
school by the board of education of the district of
any child between the ages of 5 and 20, except as
explicitly otherwise provided bty law.

We searched the fallowing unsuccessfully:
‘3379-?249 I!GeChg CelGe

L433 The constitutionzl and legel
basis of educaticn in bew dJdersey.
1932,

$7k.501 NeJ. State Board cf Education.

B3l School Report,

1875

1879

974.20 N.J. Commission to Survey Public

E2h Educetion.

1530 Repoxt.
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47 the district of which he is a resident for at least six hours each week for a period

43 of thirty weeks. Credit for attendance at such evening school shall not exceed

49 two hours in one evening.

1 2. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act
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2 hereby repealed.

1 3. This act shall take effect July first, one thousand nine hundred and thirty-

2 one.

STATEMENT
This bill makes the compulsory school age from 6 years to 16 years, instead of
from 7 years to 16 years, and also permits a puiail between the ages of 14 years and

16 years who has completed the eighth grade to attend an approved evening school

in lieu of attendance at a day continuation school.
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STATEMINT

The purpose of this bill is:

1. To amend the Child Labor Law of New Jersej; to bring it into conformity
with the school laws of the neighboring States, all of which require children
to remain in school until 16 years, and also with the Federal Wage and Hour

Law, which requires the same standards. In the year ending August 31, 1939,

3,449 New Jersey children of 14 and 15 years secured work licenses.

2. To raise the age of boys engaged in street trades from 10 years (one of

the lowest age levels in any State) to 14 and of girls to 18 years, and sets a
minimum age for children engaged in agriculture ofK 12 years and forbids non-
resident children from working in New Jersey when schools are in session. For
vacation employment the age is 14 and work in factories is forbidden.'

3. It restricts hours of work for minors up to 18 years to 8 a day, 40 a week,
a»nd to 6 consecutive days in any week. Minors under 16 may not work before 7
A, M, or after 6 P. M.; below 18 years, before 6 A. M,, or after 10 P. M., ex-
cept in concert or theatrical performances up to 11 P. M.

4. It provides adequate certification of working papers for minors and for-
bids the employmeunt of minors under 18 years in a limited list of hazardoﬁs oc-
cupations.

5.‘It does away with continuation schools, thus providing realloeation of
funds for vocafsional edncation.

6. It shifts nnemployment for minors from the bigher age levels to the

lower, and thus provides more jobs for breadwinners rather than infants.
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