
April 13, 1966 

LEGISLATIVE NOTES ON R.S. 39:4-129 
(Action in Case of Accident) 

COpy NO. 1 
Particular reference to Paragraph 1, "damage to propertylt. 

~l, Chapter 208, § 14 (4) - A483
 
------P"hraseology of this law somewha different from present statute.
 

I I	 Introduced February 22 by Mr. Tattersall. 
Amended during passage (Sect. 14 (4) not altered). 
Statement on bill: 

"This bill embodies the recommendations of the Motor 
Vehicle Traffic Commission created by Joint Resolution No. 
2 of the 1920 Legislature. The 'changes sought to be effected, 
will be found in the Commission's report. All inconsistent 
legislation is to be repealed by another bill". 

The report of this Commission made no mention of the matter of automobile
 
acc~dents involving injury or death to person or damage to property.
 

L.	 1923, Chapter 136 - SIll
 
No relevance to particular phrase.
 
Concerned with driver under influence of intoxicating liquors or drugs.
 
Introduced January 22 by Mr. Pierson.
 
Not amended during passage.
 
Statement on bill:
 

"This bill proposed to amend subdivisi on three of 
section fourteen by incorporating therein the'place where 
defendant is to be imprisoned. / 

A number of appeals have been based upon this 
omission from the present statute and t~e'necessity of 
curbing intoxicated driving is so app,rent that the 
amendment proposed hereby has been prepared by the 
Attorney-General at the request of/the Department of 
Motor Vehicles in the belief that it will lessen the 
number of appeals that are now being taken to arrest 
jUdgment." 

1924, Chapter 100, sect. 1 LI4 (417 ~ S25
 
Minor change 0 paragraph in question.
 
Introduced January 8 by Mr. Blackwell.
 
Not amended during passage.
 
Statement on bill: (copy of bill and statement enclosed).
 



L. 1924, Chapter 211,	 § 6 - s145 
No change to phrasing in question. 
Introduced January 21 by Mr. Agans. 
Amended during passage. 
Statement on bill (copy of statement enclosed). 

L. 1926,	 Chapter 152 - S79 
Introduced January 25 by Mr. Simpson. 
Amended during passage. 
Statement on bill (copy of bill and statement enclosed). 

L. 1928,	 Chapter 281- Special Session Al. 
Introduced June 4 by Mr. Wise. 
Not amended during passage. 
No statement on bill. 

L. 1931, Chapter 171	 - Al71 
Minor change to particular paragraph: penalty fines are enumerated 

by words and figures. 
Introduced February 2 by!<Ir. Grimm. 
Amended during passage. 
Statement on bill (copy of part of bill and statement enclosed). 

L. 1932,	 Chapter 36 - A350 
Introduced February 8 by Mr. Ttlise. 
Not amended during passage. 
Statement on bill (Copy of bill and statement enclosed). 

L. 1932, Chapter	 89 - A374 
Phrasing is changed; additional stipulations in particular 

paragraph added. 
Introduced February 8 by Mr. Wise. 
Amended during passage. 
Statement on bill (copy of bill,amendments, and statement enclosed). 

L. 1940,	 Chapter 147 - A2~8 
Introduced March 25 by Mr. Bertoni. 
Not amended during passage. 
Statement on bill (copy of bill and statement enclosed). 
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SENATE, No. 25 
(Chapter 208~ P. L. 1921, as amended b)1 Chapter 136," P. L. 1923.) 

.. ­' 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 8,1924. 

By Mr. BLACKWELL. 

Referred to Committee on Judiciary.. 

AN ACT to amend an act entitled "An act defining ~l1otor vehicles and providing for the 

registration of the same and the licensing of the drivers thereof; fixing rules' regu­
, 

lating the use and speed of motor vehicles; fixing the amount of license and regis­

tration fees; prescribing and regulating process and the service thereof and proceed­

ings for the violation of the provisions of the act and penalties for said violations," 
'. 
" 

approved April eighth, nineteen hundred and twenty-one. 

\ 
I B-r: IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey: 

II. Section fourteen of the act of which this act is amendatory be and the same 

2 hereby is amended to read as follows: 

3 14·' (I) No person shall operate or use any motor vehicle without the permis­

4 sion of the owner. Any person who shall violate this prC!vision shall be fined not more 

5 than one thousand dollars ~r imprisoned not more than one year or both for a first 

6 violation; for a second violation imprisoned not more tha"n ten years; and for each 

7 subsequent violation imprisoned not more than fifteen years. 

8 (2) No perS0n shall interfere or tamper with a motor vehicle or put in motion 

9 the engine of such vehicle while it is standing, without the permission of the owner. , 

10 Any person who shall violate this provision shall be fined not less than ten nor more 

I I than fifty dollars for a first offense, and, for each subsequent offense, shall be fined 
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12 not less than 'fifty hor more than 'one hundred dollars or imprisonment of not more 

13 than thirty days or both. 

14 (3) No person shall oper"e a motor vehicle while under the influence of in-

IS toxicating liquor or any narcotic or habit-producing drugs, or permit any person. 
(16 wllo may be under the influence of intoxicating liquor or narcotic or habit-producing 
r 
I 

17 drugs to operate any motor vehicle oW,ned by him or in his custody,or control. Any 

18 person who shall violate this provision shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished by 

19 an imprisonment of not less than thirty days and n~t more than six months in the 

20 common jailor workhouse of the county wherein the offense was committed, and shall 
---~~.~ . 

2 I forthwith forfeit his right to operate a motor vehicle over the highways of this,
 
22 State ; and no new license shall be issued by the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles to 

23 any person convicted ,of operating a motor vehicle while under the influence of in­

24 toxicating liquor or narcotic or habit-producing drugs until one year after the date 
i 

l
25 of his or her conviction if for a first offense, or five years after any subsequent con- l. 
26 viction. ,/ 

j 

27 (4) Every person operating amotor vehicle who shall knowingly cause injury to 

28 any 'other person or to .property in the possession or use of such person shall at 

29 once stop and ,ascertain the extent of the injury and render such assistance as may be 

30 needed, and, upon request, give his name, address, and operator's license and registra- . 

3 I tion irJi1111ber 'to the person injured or to any officer or witness of the injury. Any per~ 

32 son \vho shall 'violate :this provision shall be fined not less than twenty-five nor more 

33 than one hundred dollars for the first offense, and, for any subsequent offense, not' 

34 less than 'one -hundred dollars ·nor more than two hundred dollars.
 

35 (5) No person shall operate ,a motor vehicle upon any public highway for a
 

36 .wager cit 'in arQce or for the purpose of ,making a speed record. Any ,person who
 

~r7shllll v:iolate 'this :provision shall be fined ,not less than twenty-five nor more than one,
 ?
38 hundred ido1tars ,for the 'first 'offense, and, ,for -any subsequent offense, not less than :
 

39 one lht1t1dred 'tldr more than ,two ·hundreddollars.
 

40 (6) No person shall operate any commercial motor vehicle on any public high­

41 way or bridge when the combined weight of vehicle and load exceeds thirty thousand
 

~., 
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. 42 pounds, :without a .written .permit from the State Highway Commission which shall 

43 prescribe the conditions under which the 'same shall ,be .qper.aited. Anr person who 

44 shall violate this provision shall be fined ;not less ,than one 'hunclr.ed d0llars nor more 

45 than five hundred dollars. 

! . 
'1 46 (7) Any person who shall ,leave any motor vehicle, with ,its ,engine ,running, 

47 stationary on the highw:ay and 'ttnoccl1piedby a person able ~t0control the Bame, and" 
\. 48 without setting the hand brake in such manner as to prevent such -vehicle ,£Fom ,mov­

<>:~ 

49 mg, shall be fined not le£~";than ten nor more than twent~-five dollars for each 

50 offense. 

51 (8) No:person to whom an operator's license has been Fefused, 'or whose oper­

52 ator's license has been suspendedor,revoked, shall 'personally operate any motor ve­

53 hide during the period of such rdusal, suspensioll ,or 'revocation. ' Any person who 

,54 shall violate this provision shaH befinecl not less than fi:fty normor:e ,than one ,hun­

55 dred dollars. 

56 (9). No person shall counterfeit an y 111t1l11ber plate ,or marker, nor ,make any 

57 substitute or temporary marker. Any person who shall violate ,this provision shall 

\ 
•	 58 be fined not less than fifty nor more than one hundred dollars, 

59 ( 10) No person shall use any marker other than the one issued to ,him ,by the 

60 Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, exceptns provided in sttbdivision ,four of section 

61 ten. Any person who shall violate this provision shall be fined not less than twenty­

62 five nor more than fifty dollars. 

63 (II) No person shall loan anyoperator's license issued by the commissioner, 

6-+ for use by any person other ,than the person named in said ,license, 'nor shall:loan any 

65 marker or certificate of 'registration, issue<I,lJy the'commissioner, 'for use,on,any other 

66 car other than 'that of the owner. Any person .\Vhos~1all 'violate ,this :provisionshall 

67 lJefinecl not less 'than twenty~fiveIllar more than fi'fty dollars. , 
68 (12) No person owning a motor vclhicle registere,d :as :pro.vided ;for ,in Ithis act,
 

. !(~ shallallow suchvehirlle to :be opemtedby :3 'Ilonlicenscd ·dri.v..er. Any lperson .who
 

70 shall violate -this provision .shallhcfineil not less .than fiity mOT Imoye than lOne ~hun-

71 dred dollars. 
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72 (13) Any person, except when acting under the authority of the governmg 

73 body of any municipality, who shall throw, place, or deposit any glass or other sharp 

74 or cutting substance or any other injurious or cutting substance in or upon any of 

75 the public highways of this State shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars or 

76 imprisoned not more than one year, or both, for the I1rst violation; for the second 

77 violation, imprisoned not more than ten years; and for each subsequent violation, im­

78 prisoned not more than fifteen years. 

79 (14) Any person or persons making any misstatement of facts in his or their 
.;;::.;:=:::J' 

80 applications for registrations of a motor vehicle or driver's license, or give a fictitious 

81 address, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof 

82 shall be subject to a fine of not less than two hundred or more than five hundrep. dol-' 

83 lars, or imprisonment for one year, or both, at the discretion of the court; and the 
rI 

Kj. Commissioner of Motor Vehicles shall, upon proper evidence of such misstatement, 

85 or fictitious address, revoke the registration of the motor vehicle, or the driver's 

86 license, as the case may be. It shall be the duty of the registered owner of every 

87 motor vehicle and of every licensed operator to notify the Commissioner of Motor 

88 Vehicles of any change in his or her place of residence, within one week after such 

89 change is made. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT. 

This bill provides for the commitment of intoxicated automobile drivers to the county 

jailor workhouse of the county wherein the offense is committed. By chapter 136, P. L. 

1923, it is provided the defen~ant upon C0nviction should be committed to the county jail. 

In some counties of the State, however, where a workhouse is maintained, it is felt that, 
by committing the defendal1t to the workhouse it may arouse the motoring public to the 

great seriousness of operating a motor vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating 

liquor; hence this proposed amendment has the endorsement of the Motor Vehicle De­

\ partment of New Jersey. 
l-...-­
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10 tlwrdo, amI haying- pl'dal~ and saddle with elrin'r sittin~ astride, ,~r a platform on 

I I which said oriYer stands. 

12 ,,\) Tht' tl'rm "autol1lohilc" inellldes all Illotor vchkll" I'XI't'pt motor cycles. 

13 14 1 The term "IJlllJ1il11lS" ;t" Il"l'el in this al'l "hall include allmotllr \Thick's used 

q for the tr:lIl-portation of passcngers fll," hire, except such \Thielcs as are used to 

'':; tran,!,,'rt children III and from school ollhidc IIi a cily. prm'idcd such motor vehicle 

III \, 111'1 ,'thl'n,ise used in the transportalioll of pa%engers for hire. 

I; ( .~) "l'olllmerci:llmotor \Thicks" as IISt'el in this act shall include c\Try type of 

1,-': mlltllr dri\'l'n VdlicJc usel! for commcrcial purpose, on the highways. such as the 

I" trall'l'"rtation of fOllds, wares, or merchandise. excepting sllch vehicles as are run 

20 only upon rails or tracks [.] and vehicles of the pas'l'ngcr car type lIscd for touring 

21 purl'osl'~ or the carrying- of farm products ami milk as the case may be. 

22 (i) The It'rm "motor-drawn \Thicles" a, u""d in this act shall include trailers, 

23 selllitrai)l'rs, or any other typl' or \'l'hicle drawn hy a mntor-drivcn vehicle. 

24 (7) T!ll' term "tractor" as used in this act is a motor-driven vehicle de­

2:; sig-nl'c! jor ,Irawing' other Yl'hidcs hilt ha ,·jng no prm':sion for carrying !oads inde­

2(, !lendl'ntI)'. 

27 (X l The tl'rlll "trailer" as used ill this act is a \Thide of more than two wheels 

2H dl'sigm'd to rarry a load wholly on its o\'n stmctlln' and for hcing- drawlI II\' a 

2<) lIlotor-drin'n n'hide, I'Xl'l'pt thll~l' running exdu~i\Tly IlI1 tracks. 

~n (<») TIll' tl'rlll "sl"luitrai1l'r" a~ u~l'd in this act i~ a tWlI-wlwl'kd H'hick without. 
31 motor pOWl'T, drawlI hya lIIotllr-l1ri\'en \'l'hidl', and :'0 lksig-ned aIIII lI~e<l in 1'(lnneC­

32 tion with a sl'1f-propl'1II'd n'hidl' thaI a cilnsideraf,I., part of ils OWII weight n'sts upon 

33 tIll' lowing \'l'hicle. 

J4 ( 10) TIll' {('rm "lIlanllfaetllr{'r" a, u",'d in tl.i, aet is :111 il1fli,·jclllal, parlner­

3:; ship, or corporation cng-agl'd in till' hu..inl'ss oi lIIanlliactming- or a~semhling motor
 

.Vi \'l'11icll's, who will, nnder normal husiness cOllelitilln~ during- tlw year. manufacture J.
 
37 or assl'lIlh!e at Il'ast tl'n IIl'W motor \'I'hidl's.
 

3H ( II) TIll' term "<ll'aler" as use,! in lhi~ acl. ~hall incl\lllc nTry per.~oll. firm,
 

.N or corporation activdy l'ngagl'd in the husiness of buying, selling, or exchanging
 

40 motor \'ehidl's or motor Cydl'S and who has an c,;lahli"fwd place "i hIlSilw~s.
 

.p ( I..!) TIll' word "lI1agi~tralt'" <hall Ill' dl'l'lI1l'd and 1II1l11'rsl""d In mcan anel 111­



1 

4': ..In.1 .. all jn~ti\'l'~ pi Ih,' '1 ' \',\,,', jnde"" "j Ih,' ,,'1\ "1"',,,,'11.'11 I'"~ ,,','nrl", p" "',, Jll'Ill'\'~, fr­

43 l'nnkf~, 111:\\','1''', and p!lwr pitil'l'l''' 11~, \';,11',' Ill" I"'\\"!' "t' , , ," :\ ""1\m\llt,n~ lll:\~l,trah' 

2 r~'ad a, ill II ,1\\,: 

3
 

:-: h"fough. ;n... 'rp"r:tkd "'\\11, "'\\1\"hip, ,'I' ""1111(\', .lnll' all(l,,'ril",1 (\,'''ml''''\') lin' 

I) departllll'nl, hp"pila1. h11111:\1ll' ,,,,'j,,,\,, a1\\ :l1llinuclt\' ",,,;\'1\' i1\ Ihl' :-;Iall', Ill' h\' Ihl' 

12 for in ,hi, a ..l 

12 
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l'l I" i Lighting de"in'" En'ry autllln,,!,ik shall carry. during the period from
 

.!o thirty minutes aitl'r SU11set I" thirty miIlHI,": i>l'iofl' sunrise. and \\'hetll'\'er iug reo­

2 I <krs it illl]>llssill1e til set' ;, 1"lIg e1i"tallCt·, at least two lighted lalllpS sho\\,j'ng white
 

23 t"II';ml which qid antt'III"i>ilc is procel'ding; and shall abo exhihit a red light visihle 

.!..J ir"," th,' rear; 1he rap oj'llcll rear ligill shall shil1e 11]>1111 the l1ulllher plate carriel! 

-',; <:11 tht' n'ar "i sllch n'hick in such mal11wr as 10 render the l1Itlll,'rals thercoi visihle 

i,,!' ;11 lea"t tiily feet in the din'ction i:-ll111 which thc nl<>t"r \'ehi"le is proceeding. 

.. , 

, .. ,S; \I i 111 ;1 I:llnp or lll11re 1han [I \\'cnly- i, lur] t\\'('I1I)'-1 lilt' calldll'p0wt'r [l1nkss a greater 

2'l ,'al1t1II'llIllllT shall he pl'1l11iltcel IUllkr n'rtili,'alc isslIl'd I,y Iht' cOllllllissioner]. 

yl II hi .. h, I\hl'n li,:.:hll'tl, is '''lpai>1l' oi ]>n'j,'ctillg din'cl rays al a g!'l'allT height than a 

3'; ,Ii 1\1'1", "';11, :11111 Ilhich \\111'11 ", ;111ac,h, ,I. ll'll<krs "aid Lllll!, 1II<',II',t1d,', l\lll'II1i~IIlI'e1. 

-1-' <,\.,11111111' ,ill li;:llllllg "",i,,', "1I1 'llli(ll'd (" hilll; ;llid Ii. ;11 Iii" ,ill':',IlI"lll. ,'lldl light­

,15 IIII' 1I1.11l11J.h'!lln'l". tlIIIWI', til' ll-'T Ili st1-'l1 tlnin', a" lit" ,';b,' 111;\\ I.... 111"t IIll' S;IlIl~ 

1'1 Illlnl- ";I~'" III II i...· in \\ I'ilill:':. til Sill'll 1'l'\"l';lli"ll t" til,' l11aIlUi;\l'tllrl'rS "i s;li<l liglll­

.'
 

1 



$.' \\hen standing, 

j.! (h) Chaill" 

-t, ~I'rtiClI1 l1il11' IIi llH' art 1" \\hirh this .... all :1111('11"1111'111 is hl'l'l'''~' a II 11'1 Idl'l! 10 

I), (I) 1':"'1"\ n"j,!<-ut Clf this Stall', 0111« l'\'l'r\' IIOllfl'sidl'ut wh"sl' automohile 

tl hirk (If tIIotOf nT1t' ,h;,1II'I' dri\'I'1l unless ,II fl'gi,tl'fl'd, En'"." n'gj-II':IliClu sllall I'X' 



il
I

i pin' and tIll' certificate thereof hecomc "oil! on the thirty-tirst day of Deccmher of

S c'ach year; and th(' C"1l1111is,i"ner of ~T()tnr Ychic1c~ shall isslIc' lin'l1sl's for thc fnl-

'I )II"ing' ypar 1111 alld a ftpr [n('ccmhcr fi rst] Xlln'1111ll'f fi itp(,1l1 h CI j each yl'ar, ~uch

10 lin'llsl' SCI issl1l'd II lit t'l Ill' I1S\'11 \1ntil the thirty-first day nj 1)l'n'l11h('r of th(' ~-('ar

I I l'nT\'dill~ Ihl' n'ar j, '1' \\'hich s\1ch lin !lSI' is issued,

12 (2) ~11('h n-!~istralillll shall h(' made in th(' follo\\'itlg" 111amwr:

I" \I' thl' lIIa".'r alld tlH' lIIallllfac'llIr\'1"'S 11111111)('1' and t!Ie lII11t"r IIn11111('r, Sitch ~tate-

"I 1l1\'llh. Th,r\'ltpulI, thl' said ('llllllllis~;iu:ll'r shall han' l'<I\\l'1' til g:rallt a reg-istration

,'II "TIII"al\' t\l tlH' ,,"'II''!" "i all\' Illnl""- \I'hil'h-, al'plil'ati'Ql i<lr rq.;i s lratinll hayin~

3." Ill' ,II", \Thid.. "I' 111,'1.'1' n"'.. , "ilhill this ~l:I!<'_ :IL::lillsl Slll'h "II 11\'1' llla\' hI' SITYl'd,

3'1 oj ~tall', with a '''1'\'1\'\' (n' "j 1\\1\ dnllars t., 1.\' tax\'t1 Oil th,' "billtit)"'s costs of snit.

l
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12 ,,1;11,'111,'111 tll.ll till' ~;Il'll' I' 1"lInl 1" lltl' ,'1'1' '1,1111 ,i'- ,I 111,111111,11 dIll'!' 

,", IIp,,,.1 

I1'. I! ~ 

l~ ;11< ,: 11,1,,'1 I
 

It) 
\11 '111'1t ,111!'l1l:"Lk, ,L,ti'l Ill' ,,':: ,1 "i ,i 1,",'1,1, , llii,kt II' it ".'III't,t1tlllltd",!',
 

," 

.1 it \" , 1\':, 

,:"",,1 t11\' i,'II:'1 '\1" ,01 1"111. .1 _II,' ;111.1ill'll 11 1\1 

-,\,\' 111.11111 \;1\"1 \ ii' I ' 

'I 1.( It', i Illl· :'"1 l .1' II II ':' t 1.11', III 1IIIIIllu"",
 

,III III 1111'- ;--;1;11". 

" I 1" f l I ,I t . \ I !( ,. \\ r ~, ,i 'I I '" r I I r ' .) ,I . I I II \ I, ,rfl.
 

;,ll,1 lit Iltl-." .11 I, It'l ;1 11-':1 11.111"11 1111111
!;I l:i""- 'II '" 

Ilt'l t" Illl,,j' I, ,11' t' '111.1 i 111'1 f, 



I 
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.i;:dl slate that he is a C!C':t!cr; that he ,il',in's til 11,,' a single nUl1lht'r on allll'1l10hiles3/ 

lOr l11"tnr l'yel," "\\lIl'l1 IIr 1'''111 rolkd h,l' him I',hil,' h.:ill~ operated ior purposes oi his,,-' 

Il1Isiness as a dl'akr ["1' tllr his persl'I1,1I lise, hUl] alld nllt ior hire, Till' Com• .B 

3~
 

3~
 

'It 
" 

3:-: allt"1l1"hik, "r IlIlItllr eyries II i saill dealer ;ll 1I!1l' tillle \\"hik ll11(kr hi,s COllI rill. The 

-,,, C.;llIIlli.,.,illllcr oi \llIt"r \'l'hides shall prllyidl' tin' ,"'t~ Ilf llkntifieation lIIarks IIi the 

,1" ;':"lll'ral st~ Ie I'r'l\'i(kd fill' IIllltor \'ehiell' l'egi-trati"l1 in this al'l. and slIeh idelltilil'a­

4' ti"n mark" shall \lilt he IIsed 1111 allY veh id,; nl.\ artt1;t1ly ll\Y nt:l I h~' said deller or 

42 IIp''Lltnl l'ithlT hy hilll IIr his duly authllrized ag"1l1. ,\11 sllt'h alltol11ohiles or motor 

,t) (n'ks ,hall I,e re;:::trded as rcg-istefed 11I1,1er slH'h gl'l1l'ral nl1lnher, ;111(\ in additilll1 to 

44 the registration Illllnhl'r disl'lalTd IIIl (hl' ir"111 allel rear Ili Ihl' car or 1II0tor cn'le as 

4." \H'f{-aiter prll\'id"d, there sha11 lIe adeled tll,' letter "n" of l'qllal size alld prolllilll:nl'c, 

4" "lInal til th,' 1l\Illlhl'l' "i cars "I' l11"t"r l'~'l'ks n<\t less than lin' sets ior antt\lI1ohile 

:;" eI,'al,'rs Illlr kss lh:11l threl' Sl'IS illr 11\t\I"r cyril' dealers authorized to Ill' IIpl'ratell 

:; I nndl'r said registratioll IlIl1llhcr, 

:'2 :-.:" pl'r";l1l1 IIr pl'rSilllS shall \lSl' ill' p,'nllit the use IIf tIl{' plates isslled under a 

:-3 dl'akr's rl'j.~istratilll1S 1111 any motllr \'I'hick IItlll'\" thall tht\sl' oW Ill'll hy Sill'll dealer 

;;,j .11111 opl-ratl',1 hy SIll'11 .kall'r or his \'mpl"y,'", III' ;'Jr any purpose other than [the 

SI' Ill" ll'stil1K or rl'tlIl'\'ill~ sallll' iroJl\ storag-t' pla..l'. ,hipping point or plat'\' of dl,livery 

('ll Ill'all-r's pbt,'s lIIarl'l'd "'11 Transit" and I'llIT"Slkl\\(ling- III 1\l1l\1!ll'r tll the 

I 
It I 



" 
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64 thl:' dl'al,'r within thi- :'1:11<' ,11',1 i,'f Il,· ",!l('1 I'0fl"h<, 1\ hal-""\,T 

J 
iO ;1111l11:l1 i"I' ,hall 1·,' ",\,'111''1'11 .\,,11.,,- ":',1"'111,"'111" j",. ",h'll -0,'11 I ,'lIi,'1.- 11;\1;11)..: a 

- . , -

Ih,lIl ",,:1\1('('11 11"1 Ill.'!',' Ih,1I1 t\"'llIl I"" 

I I 

,1 I 1 oi, ILl! 

111\ "1'1.1"',1111 .11.111 1','1 ,\11 

K~ "Ii" ~'''ll\lIII-'1 1\, 1 "I \1, I 'I \ \ Ii:, I, "lull 1""11,1< 1.1.11111" ,111,," IIl,lIk. "I iI,,' 

Hf, tIl to;lt'}1 1111",111;1.11. 'II I; .,11,. II ; \'1 \t·l" 11·11 iilll,ll·t,! l!ll !,'ll"1 "1 

t I', \ - " \\ 'j ( r 

,Id, I"", "~'nl!'! ,llkl ..... 11 II ,. ,I 
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~15 tractors shall pay to the Conuuissioner of Motor Vehicles :\ fee based upon the gross 

9Cl weig-ht of such vehide and load, when"loaded to its carrying capacity. \Vhen the 

97 gTOSS weight of the vehicie and load exceeds the gross weight allowed 1>y law for 

9X thl" particular "iZl' oi tires set forth in the application for registration, then such 

~}') gross weight of "chide and load shall he dctcnnincd acc'nnling to law upon the size 

100 Iii tircs giwn in saill application. The: plates to he used for the clIlluuercial motor 

101 \'chides shall display the word "commercia!." and the numerals shall be prefixed hy 

102 the ldter "X"; the trailer plates shall have the letter "1'." 

The icc sh:lll he in accordance with the iollowing table:/OJ 

Thcgross weig-ht of vehicle and carrying capacity is 

I,UOO pounds or less, ................................................................... $10.00 

lOll 1.001 to 2,000 pounds, ......................................................................... 12.00 

107 ..!.OOI ttl 3,000 pounds, 15.00 

IO,\{ ,~.OOI to 4,000 puunds, 20.00 

1011 -l.OOI to 5,000 pl,um!s, 24·00 

110 5,001 to 6,oo(} potlnds. .............................................................
 

III 6,00 I to ;',000 pounds, ............................................... , 30 .00
 

........................ , . 33.00
 

113 Roo I til '},OlX) pllunds. ............................................
 

7.001 to S.OOD pounds, 

1).001 to 10,{)(Xl pounds, ............................... , . 

115 10.001 to II,OOIl IX lllllds. .. .p.oo 

116 11,001 to 1..!,OOO pouw!s. 45.00 

I 1­, 12,001 Itl 13,1l110 pllunds. 48.00 

II~ 13,001 II> 14·(XX) pll\1mls. · . . . 51.00 

1 11/ 14.001 ttl I S.OO(1 p11unds. · " 54.00 

1.z0 15,001 to I (l,{)()O p1 111111b. . . .. · . 57.00 

121 16.001 to t7,OOO pOl1l1ds, . " 60.00 

122 17.00 I 10 I H,ooo pounds, 

123 
66.00 

124 19,001 to 20,OI.X) pounds, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 61).00 

.?O.(Xli to 2I,{)(X) pounds. .......................................... 72 .00 

21,001 to ~.!,coo pllunds. 
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127 22,001 to 23,000 p,)und~, ............
 ilot,oo 

128 23,001 to 24-,000 p. lund~, 

129 .q,ooI to 25,0(10 11' 11IIlII-, ........... 

25,001 to 2tl,lXXl pPl\1llb,13°
 

13' .:6,001 to 2j,(It)O 11"\111.1-, ................. , , . , . , , , . " (lllOn
 

13~ .:; •(i() i H' .!~,IXXI l'"\1l1d~, 

13J 2~,OOI to 2\),OIXJ p(\llI11I~, ........
 

134 ":11,'10 , 1<' 3O ,IK)O P"l\111\-, - ...... ')I).tlt) 

135 l'/",,~'id,'d, that Illl al11Pllh1hik, n l ll1l111Tc,:l1 n'hide, trail,'r, ~"llIill'aill'r, "I' 11":\1'1111' 

13~ ~hall overlo:lll or PI"'rate allY l'PlI1l11el'l'ial 1I111111r \Thide, t rat'll 'I', tr:till'!", Ill' :;t'lIIi­

IJ9 tl'aikr heyond the l;rllss 1\l'i~hl showll jill hl' reg-i~1 LIt jllll rl'l'l iliratl' (or sa id \'I'hil'lt', 

14-0 shall lit' tim,d 1101 Il'ss than IIIW hlllldn'" ,1,"1aI'~ \1,'1' IIh'l'e thall two hl\lIdn',! alld 

14-1 liit\, dollars fllr thl' til'SI 1I1l"l'lls,', alld jill' ;Itly ~111""'q\1ellt IIIh-nse, not le~s Ihall two 

14-2 hUlldred ilnd tiity ,Ipllal':; llllr lII"r,' thall tiH' 11II1HIred dollars [.J . aud all)' pt.'rsoll 

I-J3 \dlll shall operate all alll"llIohik. l"lllllllll'n'ial H,llId,', Irailer, or semilrailer, or 

,4-4 !~:'l""r nol Cqllippl'd 011 all wl1l'ds with .. u"""1' lire" :;hall he lim'd n"t less thau liit)' 

14-5 dollar:; nul' llI"r" than ull,' hllll"l'ed ""liar, illl' th,' lil'~t oth'us,' all" (Ill' ally suI ... 

14() Sl:IJl1l'nt IIlfl'llSt' 1101 less thall Oil" hlllldl'l'd d"lIars II"" lillII'\' thall tWlI 11IIlldrecl dllllars; 

147 /,r,,'-;d..d, f"r1h,-/", Ihal tr;trl"rs \1""" fill' agl'ir\1ltlllal pllrl'"SI'S may lit' opt'rall',1 (1\','1' 

148 Ilw hig-hways "f lhi" ~Ial\' without hei;l:': "quipped wilh rllhlwr tires IIl1d"r slIch 

141) rq~'lllatiClIl" a" skill il'lIm tillll' I" lillle ",' adllpl"d hy the Commissioner of Molor 

150 \'ehicles.
 

151 (~;) T'as"l'll~n \'I'hides The applic;llil fllr I'eg-islralioll for lII"t"r \""hides ,hall
 

ISS 'Ii a I\\TIlIY-Hill\' h"r-"'!",\\"r r:'lill:-:: '111'\ :111 pa";";"I1I.:",'r 1I1.'I,'r \'l'hi,,"'" !l:(\'illg a 

mrr 
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I

I()(J l"; I lkrlucliol1 in ice after .\UI-'ll;;1 first. 1f applicaliol1 shall he malle fllr Ihe

1(11 rq6"lralillll of a 111.'lllr \Thide. commercialll1<.lor n·hide. trailer. ,,\·milrailer. Iractor

,(,..! IIr t\1I111ihu" ai!t'r 111<' tir'l day of .\ngw':l in any year. Ihe applicant "hall he rl.''1uirl''rl

/('3 III pay I'UI line-half Ihe reg;"trati ..n fl.'t, herein prllvided for in Ihe <"Ia"" ttl which

I"" fl·;.:istralilll1 111 Ill\' C;I"" IIi all," autlll1lohile. 1'1l1l111ll'lyial mot"r n·hirk. Irailer. ""lI1i-

It,"; Irader, Iraclllr. or oll1nilll1';, that "hall 11"1 eOTllply with tl,,' r\'quirt'1I1t'l11S "i thi" act

illS IIr thaI shall seeTll I" hill1 ullsuitahle [(11- lise on the 1'..aol- and higll1l'a,'s .. i this

IS,

h. ~I'elil\n i ..url<'l'1I IIi Ihl' act t.. whidl thi" i" all ;1I111'lltlull'lll " 1IITI'I,,' all1l'lIllt'd



1 ' 
" 

3 q, (I) ~n pt'r~"ll ~haJl "I't'falt' ,II' "", :ll1\ 111,'1<'1' 1'l'!liclt' without tIlt' Il('rllli~-

4 sion of the owner, \ I I II '1: ny pl'rsntl W 11' ~ 1:1 \1,' at" this pn,\'i~intl "hall [b,. tilll'd 'I<'t 

5 more than Pllt' Ihon,anol <I,,1br' "1' ill1prj~"llcd tI"1 Illilr" thall "lit' )\'ar "1' ".,th i,.r 

-; t.arh SUhSl~\lll("ilt yi,)1;ltlPll lIllI"'" ~\'I"'ll 1"'1 11',"'" 11,,',1, " , ] \, I'IIkctl )I';,r~, ,," ,','m", gm\t\' 

15 l10t It'ss than tiftl' tltlr lIIore thall "11" 111l11dn'" .1,,11;\1', or j'"(lrj~<lllII"'lIt tli 1I0t llI<1rt'
 

16 than thirty day" Ill' 1>1l1h,
 

17 (3) Xli pl'r~1l11 "hall <11'('1':11<' a IllI't,,! Ichit'll' "IIiit' IIIl,kr lilt' inllll"lIn' tli illttlxi-


II) drllg" til 0llt'rah' ;111)' m"t"r ""hiell' ""tI,,.1 h\' him til' ill hi" (,l1slo<ly "r ('''lItr''1. AllY 

20 pt'r""11 whll "hall ,'j"lat" thi~ prll\'l~lllll "llall, II I'"I I ('tllll'ielitlll Iheretlf, II(' pl1nislll'd 

21 hyan illlpris"nnll'nl oi llI,t Irs" thall Ihirn <Ial" :111.1 1I1lt IlII1IT thatl SiX 1II1I1I1h" ill lIlt' 

:.!.! ('"mlty jail "I' 1\ •• rk·h"I1'" .,i lh,' (,,"mll' ",IUTl'ill til,' "ITt'll"t' wa" t·ol1ll11itlt',I. aflll 

2" "hall [lIrl!tII'illl iorfl'il hi" riglll ." 01"'f;'1<' " III"t",. "'hick 0\'(,1' th,' hi~hwal's IIf 

,\ III' 1'1' I 



1111 

I 

14 

33 ~Oll who shall "iolal\: this proVIsIOn shall he fint"d not less than twenty-five nor more 

34 lhan one hundred dollars for the first offense, and for any suhsequent offense. notII! 

II 
3.~ less lhan nne hundred nor more than two hundred dollars. 

J(' ( ~) X n person shall operate a motnr vehicle upon allY puhlic hij!;hwa)' for a 

37 \\ag-er or ill a ran' or for the purpose of making a speed recorel, Any person who 

J~ shall ,i"lall' this pr< ,vision shall he fined lIlIl less than twenty-fin', nor inorc than one 

3'1 hundred dllllar;: i'lr the first uffense. and, for any suhsequcnt otTense. 1I0t less than 

.10 "Ill' hUlldr"d IIllr J11l1H' than two hundred dollars. 

,II I (I) Xli p,'p,"n shall IIperall' any COlllll1l'rcial motor vehicle on any public high­

,I.! \\a,' fIr hrid~l' whell the comhineu weight oi whirle and load excel'(ls thirty thou­

-13 ,alld 1'''ll11ds, [\\ ith"nt a writtl'n permit Irolll the ~tall' llighwa)" C'''1I1t11issinn which 

-1,1 ,hall pf(',crihl' the l'''llllili"n.; nndl'r which the Sa1ll(' shall he "pnatl'd.] .\11)" person 

,l.~ \\ 11" ,hall \'illlak lhi..; pro\'isioll shall h,' tilll'd nol kss thall "nl' hnndrl'd nor 11I0re 

-II I thall tin' l1111l1lre<l dollars. 

".1 X" 1''"''''11 ,hall 1"'IIIl1<'ri"il ;\III' 111111.1.,'1 ,,!:il<' III' 111:1'\;"1', ll"!' 111:1"" allY 

(12 lin' nor mort' thall Ii it~· dollars, 

64 for USt' hy any person (,ther than the persllll Il:lt11et! ill saiel li.-ell"", l1"r shall Inall all\' 



72 

I ; 

6.:; marker nr n'rtitic.1te I)i f('L""'!",'lll")ll, 1"'11,',1 1,\ I " ,
~ I 1<' r"lIIllll"ltlll"f, t,)T liS" nn atl~· 

66 other than that of tIll' OWIlI'f ,\11\' 1't'f,""l1 "h,. shall \'j"lat" this pl"l\\'Isinll shalt 1)(' 

;0 shal! yiobtc this pnwisi0n ,hall hl' linrd 11,\1 1\", thall litl~' 11"" m,'I',' thall 'lIll' hllll­

i I drcd dollars, 

('3) :\IIY Ilt.'rsoll, exc,,!,t "h"lI ,ICIIII~ 1111.1<'1' til<' allthofil\' ni IhI' gon'rni,,~ 

l-i "l" cnlling slI!lst"nn' IIr atl\' \lllln ItI,ltll'l"ll'; III' cllttill~ sn"slatlCl' i" ",. UllIlI\ a,,~' ni 

75 till' pllhlic hi~h\\'ays Ili thi" ~ta'" [,hall 1'1' tillcd "tll IlInr" Ihall nlll' !llIlIl!n'I!'!llllars 

ii "i"latiptl, imp,.i"tllll'lI 11111 IllllrC thall tlUIl Il'lI ",';\1',; and i"r ,'arh SlIh'il'lllIl'lIt \'i"l,,· 

7~ tioll, impris"lIl'd 11"1 III lin' thall liI',,'rll ,\Tar,,] '''all k tln'lI\1'd gllih~' "i a mistl,'­

1'5 I,,, '111'5",,1 I,.a filiI' "i 11,,11"",111:111(\\" h 1111.11"', 1 d,dbl" (::::O(I,()(!) " .. 111"n' Ih:lfI lin' 



;; the pro,'ision~ of this an, anv mag-istrate "j the ("ounty, or ren)rd~r or police ma~is-II 
16 

1 () trate of any 11111111'ipality, in which the offense is c/)mmitte.] may, within thirty days 

i ail('r the cIl1ll111i',jon of said offense, issue either a summons or a warrant directed 

X 10 allY "<lnstallle, p"lice officer, the ;nspectnr "i motor \"('hide" tlr tltl' Conllllissinner 

(~ "f ;\h,tnr Yehides of this State, for thl' :lppearallce IIr arrest of the person so 

10 \'han.:ed: an,l the 111a~istrate shaH state what 'cction or I'r"vi~ion of this act has 

1 J I.I'I'n ,'io]ate,1 It\ the defendant, and the til11e, place and nalttrc of said violatiun and 

12 Up"11 thl' rl'tUnl IIi ,aid summons or W;J.rrant the said l11ag-istrate "hall prll,:eed [in 

13 a 'lll1l1Jlary way] til hear and determine the gllilt or innocence IIf snch person, and 

11 uplln clllwiction, may impose upon the perslln S" cOlwiete,j the penalty, 11\' this act 

I,~ prescrihed, tflg-ether with the costs of pro,ecutiol1 ior snch ul1ensl', 

1() I 2) :-'uch l1lag-istrate, upon recei.... ing- I'olllplaint in writing", dnly verified, uf the 

J 7 viulation of any prn visic)I1 of this act by a mrporation, is herein' authorized and re-

I~ ljnired to issue a summons directed to any l''Ill~tahlt', police oHirer, the inspector of 

II) mlllllr ",:hide~, or the Conunissioncr of :\lotllr \'ehicles of this State, requiring- such 

I ..?O t'urpllratilln III l,e and appear beinre said l11ag-i~lrale on a day therein named, to 3n­

21 swer tn sait! l'oll1)1laint, which said SU111111llll, shall he sened lin the president, \'ice­

2.! president. S\'cn'lary, superintendent or 111 anager 'I i sut'h c(lrpuration, or thl' :tg-ent 

23 upon whol11 "111I'f pron'ss ag-ain,t it may he se[\"('(1. at least ti"e Jays hciofe the time 

:q llf appearanc(' n1l"nt ium',! therein, ami thefl'a j teT all pfol'l'edings shall he the same as 

2;; against inlil\"illuals, exccp' whefe a different proeedure is pnwided hy this act. 

K :-'el"t iOIl t\\"('1I1y-eig-ht of the act t" \\hieh Ihis is an al11endnwllt J, hereby 

.! amemkd to read as follows: 

4 afllresaid, it shaH he thl' dUl\' of the l1la~istral,' \I ilhin ten da.'s afler ,kkllllant has 

;; ,', Il11plc1l'11 his appeal to 5('1111 all papers and all Ill,)nl'y, i j any, lll'p, ',ited a...·' 'rding-

II kn<lant f"r a <1:1\ n"t nhlf\' than thirty d:l\ - :1111'1' 11l' h:l- l'<lnll'ktell his appeal a!Ht 

10 in till' I"'l'ut that till' ,'I\urt hI' n"l :n seS~i'\11 11"'11 1<1" :\ ILl\ as S<I"n thl'fl'ait\'f as thl' 

II said I'Ollrt will li:'\ 1" hear 111l' ...:ut1(', h~' SI'n'ln~ 1111<'11 till' att"nll'.' <If the Illn 1li<'il'ality 



1;­

J::? \\"hl'n'ill tIlt' :a1k~,''l't1 \,j"bli"rl 11,1' "'>"I!ll11'11",I, 1 I'~ 1111( 1111 I n: I :,\';,::uy \ ay~ at"'r \',In\­i~i,ii 

I ~ pletin .... hi~ al'!lt'al '\ live .1'1 \ "I :t' ,',',' I ' , ' • " , , '.' I r. t'll 11.>,1,,' III,",',." aliI 1111':''1', \\ lwfl' 'h,' IIl1tHll'I­

q I'alil.v ha- n., att"1'111'I,' thell 111"'11 til" ,'l,'r', rl1"I"'.,,', :Illtl'111 ,''''I'' \I' Ill'ft' 1III' [ :11'1','.. , ) 

c"lllpbinallt at tIll' trial 11\\ :lPl',':rl: :llld s1l. 'Idd Iltl' dl'l"llIbll1 lail 1,. ;.:i\'t' Ih,' n''1 l1in,.1 

) ,
-.l 

?­ f.,lIll\\" and al'l'l'al tak,'n ant! ailldg!lll'1I1 "i ;\ ftirlila lIn' t hen'l1l" 'II, 
-~ 

.! :Ullt'l1,kd In read as i"II,,\\', : 

34, ;\ny 1'1'f,,,n \l'h....hall h,' ('Illl\ich'd "I \'i"lalillg ,h,' prm'i .. ions of .."t'linll thir' 

4 tn'll of thi .. :It'! ..hall ht' slIhjecI III a tilh' 11"1 ,'x""I'llillg "III' hllndn'll dllllar,; in dl' 

_ fault of Ihl' 1';1\,'1111'111 "i slIl'lt lilll' then' ..It:dl I... 1111'" lSI'" ,III illlprisolllll('nl ill th.. ('''11111\' 
~ 

(I I'tltlishe.t h~ irlll'ri"'llllll'1I1 ill Ih.' <"'lIlI1y ,i:liI 1"'1' a peri'HI 11"1 ('xn'edillJ.: t\, ,'"t,' .tal's: 
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12 Any person convicted of displaying a fictitious number as prohibited by section

13 thirteen, or violating the provisions of section ten shaH be subject to a fine not ex-

14 ceeding five hundred dollars, or to imprisonment in the county jail for a period not

15 exceeding sixty days.

10 Any person who shall be convicted of a violation of section nine of this act shall

17 he subject to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars.

18 Any person who shall be convicted 0 f a violation of subdivision two of section

19 el~ven of this act shall be sub~ect to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars.

20 Any person who shall be convicted 0 f a violation of section sixteen of this act

21 shall, for the first offense, be subject to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars; in

.
22 default of the payment of such fine there shall be imposed an imprisonment in the

23 county jail for a period not exceeding ten days; jJrovided, that any offender who...
24 shall be convicted of a second o.r any subsequent offense of the same violation may

25 be fined in double the amount herein prescribed for the first offense, or imprisonment

26 in the county jail for a period not excee ding twenty days and in addition to such

27 penalties the license of said offender shaH be revoked; provided. further, that·
: t" :."

28 nothing herein contained shall prevent a revocation of license for the first offense

29 or for the violation of any provisions of this act.

30 Any person who shall be convicted of violating any of the provisions of section

31 seven of section fifteen shall be subject to a fine not exceeding twenty-five dollars.

I

I
io....
'I,

..."..(,. ..~
.'1'

'...

.~ .;

I 10. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT.

The purpose of this bill is to clari fy the Motor Vehicle Act in the following par-

,

~
't\ ,,'
! ',,"
r :'
"

ticulars.

The definition "commercial motor vehicie" is hereby amended to exempt touring cars

of the passenger type used by farmers for the transportation of farm products and milk.

'!'his amendment has the approval of the Agl icultnral Society of New Jersey and is the

result of a conference had with their representatives and the Department of Motor Ve-

hides.
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The word "volunteer" is stricken fr0111 section two in order to allow all" fire com­

panies an exemption from the payment of the registration fee. 

Section seven is amended so as to reduce the candle power of bulbs used in auto­

mobile head lamps from 24 candle power to 21 candle power, and to permit the revoca­

tion of approval permits whenever a lighting deVIce is deficient. 

Section nine of the Motor Vehicle Act is amended to enable the department to 

commence the issuance o£licenses on November fifteenth each year for the succeeding 

year instead of December first as at present. 

.
 
The amendment proposed to section eleven IS for the purpose of preventing the 

misuse of dealer plates so that dealer plates now used for individual purposes and by 

other than bona fide dealers in connection with their business as such will no longer be .
. 
. "·i.. ~. 

possible. The sa~e. section is amended so as to hold the operator of a.,motor ve}1icle 
. ;. '\ 

. .~ . \. 

who drives the same in an overloaded condition and also fixes a penalty', for the opera­

tion of a motor vehicle not equipped with rubber tires. The amendment respecting the 
0-", 

use of dealers plates has been heartily endorsed by the Dealers Association of New Jersey. 

'Section fourteen is amended so as to make the offense of operating a motor ve~icle 

without the permission of the owner or placing any sharp or cutting substance upon the 

highways an indictable offense constituting same as a misdemeanor. The present law 

omitted this provision. This section is also amended to provide for the commitment of 

persons convicted of operating a motor vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating 

liquor to either the county jailor workhouse of the county wherein the offense was 

committed. 

An amendment is also provided to enable the imposition of a fine upon any person 

or persons who makes any misstatements of facts in his or her application for motor ve­

hicles or driver's license. 

Section twenty-five is amended to strike out the words "in a summary way" in 

order that magistrates will not be required to hold hearings at unseemly hours, and 

to make more difficult reversals of convictions jor intoxicated ,driving where a sum­

mary hearing is not given. 

Section twenty-eight is amended to privide wherein an appeal is taken, it shall be the 

duty of the attorney for the municipality wherein the alleged violation is committed, or 

the Attorney-General as the case may be, to represent the municipality at the trial on ap-

I \ 

I 
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< 'I 
peal. This amendment is desired because of the fact that many appeals to reverse con­

i 
viction for intoxicated driving have been successful, due to the failure of the attorney for i 
the municipality to take action desired to uphold the judgment of the local magistrate. l

l,\ 

This bill was unanimously passed by the 1<)23 legislature but was vetoed by the t. 
.. ' i 

/' 

Governor because it required that farm tractors should be equipped with rubber tires. 
( \ 

.:. 
The objections of the Governor have been eliminated from this draft and as these amend­ .
ments are very necessary, they are respectfully submitted with the earnest approval of the \\<­

, .:..:; --.> 

- Department of Motor Vehicles of New Jersey: 

\\
!,\ 
" I I 
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SENATE, NO. 79 
~---_.._----------- ­
(P. L. 1921, Chap. 208, p. 643.) 

·STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
\	 ~~ , ­

INTRODUCED JANUARY 25, 1926. 

By NIr. SfMPSON. 

Referred to the Committee on Revision and i\mendment of the Laws. 

; : 
AN Act to amend an act entitled "An act defining motor vehicles and providing for the 

registration of the same and the Ijcel1~ing of the drivers thereof; fixing rules regu­

lating the use and speed of motor n:1 icles; fixing the amount of licenses and reg­

istration iees; prescribing and regulat ing process and the services thereof and pro­

! 
I	 ceedings for the violation of the prm·j sions of the act and penalties for said vio­
\
 

lations," approved April eighth, one th ousand nine hundred and twenty-one.
 

Bt IT l~x,\C'I'ED by the Sellate alld CCllcral ,-/ssCilIbly of the State of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section fourteen of the act of \\hich this act is amendatory be and the same 

2 is hereby amended so that the same sha II read as follows: 

• p 
I	 3 14. (1) No person shall operate or use any motor vehicle without the permis­i 

4 sian of the owner. ,Any person \\'ho ~hall \'it)late this provision shall be deemed 

j guilty of a misdemeanor and upon CCin' iction thereof shall be punished by a fine of 

6 not to exceed two thousand dollars or 1;y imprisonment not to exceed two years or 

7 both at the discretion of the court. 

8 (2) No person shall interfere or tamper with a motor vehicle or put in motion 

9 the engine of such vehicle while it is standing, without the permission of the owner. 

10 any person who shall violate this provision shall be fined not less than ten nor mor~ 

11 than fifty dollars for a first offense, and for each subsequent offense shall be fined 

12 not less than fifty nOr more than one hundred dollars or imprisonment of not more 
I . 
I	 13 than thirty days or both. 

14 (3) No person shall operate a motor vehicle while under the influence of in­

..,. 
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IS toxicating liquor or any narcotic or hahit-producing drugs, or permit any person 

16 who may be under the influence of i: toxicating liquor or narcotic or habit-produc-

Ii ing drugs to operate any motor vehicle o\\"llcd1>y him or ill his custody or control. 

18 (Ally person who shall violate this prm·i,.;jon ,;hall. Upon conviction thereof, be pun­

19 ished by an imprisonment of not less than thirty days an<lnot more than six months \ I 

20 in the county jailor workhouse of the county wherein the offense was committed, 

21 and shall forthwith forfeit his right to operate a motor vehicle over the highways 

, 
t,
r

. ' 1 I.',.
 
22 of this State: and no new license shall be issued by the Commissioner of Motor Ve­

23 hicles to any person convicted of operating a motor vehicle while under the infu­

24 ence of intoxicating liquor or narcotic or habit-producing drugs until one year after 

25 the date of his or her conviction, if f or a 6rst offense, or five years after any 

26 subsequent conviction.] Any perSOil \\'ho shall violate this provision shall, upon con­

27 viction thereof for a first offense, be sulJject to a Jlne of not less than two hundred 
I
f

I
I 

28 dollars or more than five hundred clolla 1'5, or to imprisonment for a term 9£ not less ! 
I
L 

29 than thirty days, and not more than s: x months, or both, in the discretion of the V· 
r 

.30 magistrate, and shall forthwith forfeit his right to operate a motor vehicle over the 

.31 higl1\vays of this State for a period of t \\"0 years from the date of his or her said 

.32 conviction. Any person who shan vjo' ate this provision, having been convicted of 

.33 a prevIOUS violation hereof, shall lJC ill prisoned for a term of six months, and shall 

~ 
.3+ forfeit his right to therea fter operate a motor ,,('hicle over the highways of this 

.35 State. Any magistrate Imposing a term of imprisonment pursuant to the prOVl­

.36 sions of this act may sentence the person so convicted either to the county jail 

37 or to the workhouse of the county wherein the offense was committed. 

.38 (4) Every person operating a motor vehicle who shall be involved in an acci­

.39 dent [knowingly cause injury to any other person or to property in the possession 

40 or use of such person] shall at once stop and ascertain the extent of the injury and 

41 render such assistance as may be needed, and [upon request,] give his name, ad­

42 dress, and operator's license and registration number to the person injured or to any 

43 officer or witness of the injury. Any person who shall violate this provision shall 

44 be fined not less than twenty-five nor m ore than one hundred dollars for 'the first 

r
45 offense, and for any subsequent offense not less than one hundred dollars nor more 

46 than two hundred dollars. 
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47 (5) No person shall operate a mo tor vehicle upon any public highway for a 

., . 48 wager or in a. race or for the purpose of making a speed record. Any person who t 

49 shall violate this provision shall be fin d not less than twenty~five nor more than 

50 one hundred dollars for the first offeme, and for any subsequent offense not less 

51 than one hunared nor more than two hundred dollars. 
\ 

" 

52 (6) No person shall operate any commercial motor vehicle on any public high­

53 way or bridge when the combined weight of vehicle and load exceeds thirty thou­

54 sand pound~. Any person who shall violate this provision shall be fined not less 
,.J
i , .55 than one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars. 

; ! 56 (7) Any person who shall leave any motor vehicle, with its eng1l1e running, 

.l 
\'	 57 stationary on the highway and unoccupied by a person able to control the same, and 

58 without setting the hand brake in such manner as to prevent such vehicle from mov­

59, ing shall be fined not less than ten no r more than twenty-five dollars for each 

60 offense. 
i 

'\ ;	 61 . (8) No person to whom an opera tor's license has been refused, or whose op­

J
\ I

62 erator's license has been suspended or n voked, shall personally operate any motor
 
i
 

Y
\ 

" 63 vehicle during the period of such refm aI, suspension, or revocati9n. Any person 

h, 64 who shall violate this provision shall 1e fined not less than one hundred [fifty] 

65 nor more than five [one]. hundred dollars. 

66 (9) No person shaH counterfeit any number plate or marker, nor make any 

67 substitute or temporary marker. Any person who shall violate this provision shall 

68 be fined not less than fifty nor more than one hundred dollars. 

69 (10) No person shall use any marker other than the one issued to him by the 

70 Commissioner of Motor Vehicles. except as provided in subdivision four of section 

71 ten. Any person who shaH violate this provision shall be fined not less than twen­

72 ty-five nor more tha~ fifty dollars, 

73 (11) No person shall loan any operator's license issued by the Commissioner,' 
! . 

,,: 
I I 74' for use by any person other than the person named in said license, nor shall loan any , 
) 

75 marker or certificate of registration, is sued by the Commissioner for use on any 
/
 

76 other car other than that of the owner. Any person who shall violate this provi­

77 sion shall be fined not less than twenty- five nor more than fifty dollars. 
( 

78 (12) No person owning a motor \' ehicle registered as provided for in this act 
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79 shall allow such vehicle to be operated hy a non-licensed driver. Ariy person who

80 shall violate -this provision shall be fined not less than fifty nor more than one

81 hundred dollars.

82 (13) Any person, except when acting under the authority of the governmg

83 body of any municipality, who shall throw, place, or deposit any glass or other

84 sharp or cutting substance or any other injurious or cutting substance in or upon

85 any of the public highways of this State shall [be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor

86 and] upon conviction thereof [shall] be punished hy a fine not' I to exceed two

87 thousand] less than one hundred dollar s or more than five hundred dollars [by

88 imprisonment not to exceed two years or hath, at the discretion of the court.]

89 ( 14) Any person or persons maki ng any misstatement of facts in his or her

90 application for registration of a motor vehicle or driver's license, or give a fictitious

900 address shall be subject to a fine of not less than two hundred (200.00) or more

91 than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisonment for one year, or both, at the

92 discretion of the court, and the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles shall, upon proper

93 evidence of such misstatement, or fictiti ous address, revoke the registration of the

94 motor vehicle, or the driver's license, as the case may be. It shall be the duty of

95 the registered owner of every motor vehicle and of every licensed operator to

96 noti fy the Commissioner of Motor Veh ides a f any change 1n his or her place of

97 residence, within one week after such change is made.

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT.

The Operation of Motor Vehicles by Intoxicated Drivers.

It is' the result of several weeks of study of the subject by a committee of police

magistrates. named by t he Commissioner a f Motor Vehicles, to suggest to legislation

a law that would curb the present day evil of obtaining the discharge of automobile

drivers from custody on purely technical grounds.

The committee of police magistrates are all members of the bar and have served

III the capacity of police magistrate for a long period of time, so that their' experience

~!
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In dealing with the subject is unquestioned. They recommend, and this bill provides, 

for a mandatory minimum fine of two-hundred dollars or imprisonment in jail, in the 

discretion of the magistrate, for the first offense. For a subsequent offense the bill pro· 

vides for a mandatory jail sentence of six months and the perpetual revocation of 

their driver's license. 

It is felt that this bill, together with the companion measure, will effectually e1im­

inate appeals for the release of intoxicated drivers on technical grounds, and will 

make certain, unless the facts are to the c0ntrary, that when a penalty for intoxicated 

driving is imposed the defendant will be compelled to discharge his objection to so­

ciety and the State. 

The bill also amends several other subdivisions of section fourteen, among them 

the one relating to the throwing of glass or other sharp substance on the roadway, 

. and making it necessary to give name, act ress and license nwuber whenever 

dent occurs. 
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12 was comn 'Heel, not more than ten days after completing his appeal a five days' 

thereof, and in cases where the complaint is made by a Itor vehicle 

14 inspector or b a member of the State [Constabulary] Police, the orementioned 

15 notice must, wi~lin the same period of time, be served upon the Att 

16 the State, either \ersOnallY, or by registered mail; and it shall 

17 prosecutor of the p as of the county, wherein the alleged viol ion was committed, 

18 to represent the com ainant at the trial on ap'peal; provided, hat in cases where the 

19 complaint is made by a TIotor vehicle inspector, or by a t11e'ber of the State [Con­

20 stabulary] Police, it shall be the duty of the Attorney-G neral to represent the com-

I
/ 

21 plainant at the trial or appea ; the prosecutor of tl~eleas of any county, charged 

22 with the enforcement of the pr this sec1n, may request the Attorney­

23 General to attend personally, or y such assistaJ or assistants, as he shall designate 

/
24 to aid in the prosecution of the sai appeal, ami should the defendant fail to give the 

25 required notice oCtriafon appeal to he plan, and within the time as hereinbefore 

I 
26 provided, then the like proceeding may b fad as would by the provisions of this act 

27 follow an appeal taken and a judgmet affirmance· thereupon: The court of \~!' 

28 common pleas, on appeal, shall, de no;p, and 1 a summary manner try and determine r 
29 all such appeals, and in case the defendant is c nvicted on such appeal, the court of 

30 common pleas shall impose the penalty prescribe by the act of which this act is 

31 amendatory, and in case the defendant is acquitted pon such an appeal, the court of 

32 common pleas shall order the return of all moneys posited as aforesaid, and all i 
\ 

33 costs of prosecution paid by the said defendant, to th said defendant. It shall be I 
34 lawful for the court of common pleas in any appeal br ght before it at all times 

\
35 to amend all defects and errors for the purpose of on the trial of any ,p'

I 

36 appeal the merits of treI said case. 

1 15. This act sha4 take effect immediately. r 
/ 

;
. 

/ 

(;-__S_T_A_T_E=M=E='N_T_..__.~. 
[

No. 1. Amendment to section four, subdivision three. This amendment requires 

the production of the license of the driver and the certificate of registration of the motor ! 
I 

I 
~)~ .. 

I ­
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vehicle from the driver thereof. The present law clues not now authorize a motor vehicle 

inspector to demand the production of the certificate of registration of the motor vehicle 

from the driver thereof. This amendment will confer this power upon him, and is abso~ 

lutely essential. 

No.2. This amendment has been drawn so that the Department can keep abreast 

of the trend of progress in the art of lighting, which is progressing so rapidly that it 

cannot properly be regulated by specific laws. Other States have elastic laws that permit 

of new regulations to be promulgated from time to time by the motor vehicle adminis~ 

trators, and it has been impossible to do this in. New Jersey, which has made it neces~ 

sary to appeal to the Legislature each year to amend this section. Under this amend­

ment, the Commissioner may promulgate all lighting regulations. 

This amendment also makes compulsory the use of windshield wipers. This omis­

sion in the present law was brought forcibly to the attention of the Department during 

the last Safety Campaign, where it was found that the equipment of motor vehicles with 

windshield wipers could not legally be insisted upon. 

No.3. At present there is no penalty when a person possessing' physical defects vio­

lates the conditional1icense granted to him Or her by the Commissioner. Numerous in­

stances occur yearly by persons who violate their conditional licenses and penalties 

should be created to deter future violations. This is necessary in the opinion of the Com­

missioner as a safeguard to life and property. 

No.4. This amendment changes the date for the issuance of registrations and 

licenses and for the use of licenses. The Department cannot now issue registration cer­

ficates or drivers' licenses before November fifteenth for uS,e in the following year. It will . 

help relieve congestion at Motor Vehicle Agencies if authority is granted to issue registra­

tion plates from November first. This section is also amended to permit the use of drivers' 

licenses as well as registration certificates for the following year on the fifteenth day of 

December of the year for which such license is issued. At the present time, the regig. 

tration certificate only can be used on December fifteenth, and there seems to be no 

good reason why the new driving license cannot be used also. It is believed that this 

permission will assist the Department's efforts to obtain the co-operation of the public 

in applying early, and thus facilitate the work at the agencies and be for the conveni­

ence of the applicants. 
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This amendment corrects an omission in the present law of a few words which were 

evidently left out inadvertently when preparing previous amendments which were passed, 

and which now makes the section (nine-three) read in such a way as not to make sense. 

This amendment further makes it necessary for the registration certificate to be 

available at all times when the motor vehicle is being operated. The law as originally 

passed used the word "holder" which was liberally construed to mean either the owner 

or the operator. It was impossible to impose a penalty for failure to have registration 

certificate in possession, unless the owner or holder of the certificate of registration hap­

pened to be in the vehicle at the time of the violation. This amendment makes it 

necessary for the operator or person in charge of the vehicle to have the registration 

card in his possession, in order to be produced on refluest of police officials. 

The present law demands the production of the registration certificate from the 

holder thereof. It is necessary for proper law enforcement that the registration certifi­

cate be in the possession of the operator and there is no penalty at the present time if the 

driver or operator fails to produce the registration certificate. This situation requires 

immediate correction. ~ t~~ 

In the amendment to subdivision four of section nine, the Commissioner of Motor I 
Vehicles at the place underlined has been substituted for the Secretary of State. 

The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles would appear to be the proper official to I
I 

receive papers to be served by registered mail on non-residents, in damage suits arising I 

I
I 

from accidents. At the time the law was originally passed, the Department of Motor 

I 
Vehicles was a part of the Department of State, but since the Act of 1926 was passed 

separating the Department of Motor Vehicles from the Department of State, there does I 
i , \ 

not appear to be any good reason for continuing the service work through- the ,o{fic~.of, "1 ,... 

:t,
the Secretary of State. , 

No.5. There is no provision in the law to punish fraudulent examination takers. i , \~r
lIt is essential to life and property that only competent persons be permitted to drive 

motor cars, and when persons are detected who either take examinations for others or 

who procure licenses for others without the necessity of examination, they should be 

promptly punished. 

The amendment to subdivision three a f section ten simply strengthens provision 

nine-three which requires that the registration certificate must be m the motor vehicle 
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when such vehicle is operated over the highways. and that such certificate must be pro­

ducec1 on request of a police officer or magistrate. 

The amendment to subdivision four of section ten provides that omnibuses travel­

ing through the State not registered under the :\ew Jersey Act be permitted only the fif­

teen-day reciprocity privilege accorded to cOlllmercial vehicles. Omnibuses should not 

be given the ninety-day reciprocity privilege accorded to visiting passenger cars. 

The amendment to subdivision five of section ten allows non-resident drivers to 

operate cars bearing New Jersey plates, during- the ninety day reciprocity period, but 

does not allow this privilege to any non-resident driver under the age of seventeen years, 

or to any non-resident driver whose home State does not require a driving license. 

No.6. There are so few "M" plates issued yearly that it is advisable to dis­

continue the manu facture thereof and issue ,. DO, plates. 

\Vith reference to amendment to subdivision four of section eleven, the problem 

of truck overloading is a senous one. It causes damage to our roads 111 an amount 

that 1S difficult to compute. Under our present ],rw, the operator is promptly punished 

by a mandatory minimum penalty of one hundred dollars ($100.00) with a maX1mum 
./ 

of two hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00) for the first offense and for a subsequent 

offense a ml11lmUm of two hundred and fi fty dollars ($250.00) and a maximum of 

five hundred dollars ($500.00). The expenence of the department discloses that 

in most instances the operator IS not primarily responsible for the overloading, and that 

he was merely carrying out the orders of his superior. In many instances, truck owners 

do not pay the fine of the truck driver and let him shift for himself and such demands 

have proven of great financial embarrassment. I suggest that the punishment be 

shi fted to where it belongs. Place the responsibility for overloading upon the owner 
'. ! 

.~ and make him, or the corporation, if it be the owner, be compelled to pay the fine for the 

offense. I believe it will tend to reduce the overloading violations in this State. If situa­

tions develop where the operator is responsible jor the overloading, the owner is in' a 

position to punish the operator by dismissal. 

Motor vehicle inspectors (J,;5cove.r I1tll11CroUS si tuat ions where trucks and other 

~.. co·I~1mercial vehicles are operated with badly worn solid rubber tires. Our present law 

provides for no punishment for such an offcllse. :\ IK'nalty comparable to the penalty 
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imposed for failure to operate a motor vehicle with rubber tires is essential to mitigate 

this type of abuse. 

The amendment to subdivision seven of section eleven allows the half-rate fee for 

registrations to go into effect on the first day of August, which was no doubt the 

original intent, but the law was not so worded. 

No. 7~ Thi5 amendment has been drawn to make our requirements similar to those 

of other states which extend the maximum height of the license plates to forty-eight 

inches. 

( No.8. During 1930, Judge Truax of the Monmouth County Court of Common 

Pleas decided' that he could not impose the punishment provided for a second offender 

because the complaint against the defendant did not set forth that he was a second 

offender. He was guided in his determination by \Veeks vs. State, 101 N. J. L. P. 

15 and State ys. Garton, 102 N. ]. P. 318. Rarely is the court of the complainant in a 

"drunken dt;iving" case able to determine a t the time complaint is made that the 

defendant has been previously convicted for said offense, and should this determination 

of Judge Truax be followed in other juri sclictions a second offender in fact is likely 

to escape the penalty intended by law. No injustice will be imposed upon a defendant 

who ill fact has been a previous offender, if the complaint against him does not recite 

a previous convictioll. 

There never has been a penalty imposed for a person failing to notify the Com­

missioner of :\lotor Vehicles of a change ejf residence; neither has there been a penalty 

for apply.ng for a license at a department :lgency after the applicant's license has been 

revoked. 
/..--~ 

N o. 9r~hiS a~endment to section seventeen provides a penalty for failure of 
.c'·"'­

a 
\ ...~~'-' 

maO"istrate to return fines either to the Commissioner o.f Motor Vehicles or to the 
b 

financial officer of the county. The law heretofore provided no penalty for this offense. 

This amendment also provides that a magistrate must give a receipt for a fine when 

a defendant requests such a receipt. Countless complaints have been received by the 

Department from persons who have paid fines, ;L\VJ. who have been denied receipts by 

the convicting magistrates. Such defendants are certair.>ly entitJea to re~eipts, which will 

also serve the double purpose of being a check 'on the magistrate and will assist in secur­

ing the proper return to the State or county Ilf all moneys collected in fines for violation 
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of the Motor Vehicle Act. Penalty is also provided for failure to forward revoked 

license cards to the Commissioner. 

No. 10. In section twenty-one the most important change is the addition of a table 

setting forth the tire sizes and the gross weight allowed for commercial vehicles bearing 

pneumatic tires. Previously, the law specified the table for solid-tired vehicles only. 

A penalty is also provided for violation of section twenty-one, which was missing 

from our previous law. 

No. 11. This amendment permits thirty days from the date of the discovery of vio­

.lations as the time in which complaints maybe made. This is necessary in certain 

cases, as violations with reference to improper applications for registrations and licenses .. 
are sometimes not discovered until more than thirty days have elapsed from the date of 

the application. The law at present restricts the bringing of a complaint to thirty days 

from the date of a violation. 

No. 12. Heretofore, regardless of who made the complaint, notice of appeal has 

been served upon the prosecutor of the pleas. It is desired that the notice of appeal be 

served upon the Attorney General, where the complaint is made by a motor vehicle 

inspector or State police officer, in view of the fact that the Attorney General represents 

the State on appeal where either a motor vehicle inspector or a State Police officer is the 

complainant. 

No. 13. The words "State Police" have been substituted for the words "State Con­

stabulary." It is merely a technical change. There is no State Department known as 

the "State Constabulary." 

-.; )­
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ASSEMBLY, No. 350 
(Amendment to Chapter 2Xl, p~ L. 1928) 

· , 

S'-ATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 8, 1932 

By Mr. WISE 

Referred to Committee on 1\1 ntor V chicle and Traffic 

AN ACT to amend an act entitled "An act providing for the regulation of vehicles, ani­

mals ~.nd pedestrians on all public roads and turnpikes, and prescribing and regulat­

ing process and the service thereof and proceedings for the violation of the provi­

slOns of the act, and penalties for sai d violations, and granting authority to towns, 

cities, boroughs, and townships, under certain reshictions for the adoption of ordi­
i 

'{
+ nances further regulating vehicles, ped estrians and animals, and deSignating the 

" authorities to enforce its provisions, a 11d defining their powers and their authority"\ ~ 
~·f (Revision of 1928) approved July fou rteenth, one ,thousand nine hundred. and 

twenty-eight. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New lases: 

1 1. Section one 0 f article two 0 f th e act to which this act is amendatory is 

2 hereby amended to read as follows: 

3 . 1. The driver of any vehicle, other than a motor vehicle, involved in an acci­

;

4 dent resulting in injury or death to any person shall immediately stop such vehicle 
~!., 

:) at the scene of such accident. 

II 1 2. Section two of article two of the act to which this act is amendatory is 

I 2 hereby amended to read as follows: 

3 2. The driver of any vehicle, other than a motor vel~ic1e, involved in an acci­

4 dent resulting in damage to property shall immediately stop such vehicle at the scene 

5 of such accident. 

1 3. Section three of article two of the act to which this act is amendatory J~ 

2 'hereby amended to read as follows: 



3 3. The driver of any vehicle, othe r than a motor \"ehicle. involved in any acci­

4- dent resulting in injury or death to any perSOll or damage to property shall also give 

'-, 5 his name, address and the registration mllllher of his vehicle and exhibit his oper­

6 ator's license to the person struck or th c uri ver or occupants of any vehicle collided 

7 with, and shall render to any person in jurC(! ill such accident reasonable assistance,
 

8 including carrying of such person to a hospital or a physician for medical or surgi­
,.­

9 cal treatment, if it is apparent that suc h treatment is necessary or is requested by
 

10 the injured person.
 

1 4. This act shall take effect immedi atel\". 

STATE MEN'!' 

A "hit and run" motor vehicle driver i s punishable under the Motor Vehicle Act 

as well as the Traffic Act. There is canBic t between the two acts with regard to the 

punishment. Gnder the above amendment, punishment of the "hit and run" motor vehi­

cle driver will be meted out in accordance with the Motor Vehicle Act exclusively. 
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ASSEMBLY, No. 374 
(Amendment to Chap. 208, P. L. 1921) 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 8, 1932 

By Mr. WISE 

Referred to Committee on Motor Vehicle and Traffic 

AN ACf to amend an act entitled "An act defining motor vehicles and providing for the 

registration of the same and the licen sing of the drivers thereof; fixing rules reg­

, ulating the use and speed of motor veh ides; fixing the amount of license and regis­

tratioll fees; prescribing and regulating process and the service thereof and pro­

ceedings for the violation of the provi sions of the act and penalties for said viola­

('. tions," approved April eighth, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-one. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey: 

1 1. Subdivision four of section fourteen of the act to which this act is amend­

2 atory is hereby amended to read as follows: 

3 (4) The driver of any motor vehicle involved 1Il an accident resulting in in­

4 jury or death to any person or damage to property shall immediately stop such ve­

.') hide at the scene of such accident, give [Every person operating a motor vehicle 

6 who shall knowingly be involved in an accident shall at once stop and ascertain the 

7 extent of the injury and render such assistance as may be needed, and give] his 

cl name and address and exhibit his driver's license and registration certificate of his 

9 vehicle to the person struck or injured and the driver and occupants of any vehicle col­, 
10 lided with and to any police officer and to ally witnesses of the accident and shall render 

11 to any person injured in ~uch accident reasonable assistance, including the carrying of 

12 such person to a hospital or a physician for medical or surgical treatment if it is appar­

13 ent that such treatment is necessary or is requested by the injured person. [his name, 

14 address, and operator's license and regi stration numher to the person injurerl or to 
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15 any officer or witness of the injury]. Any person who shall violate this provision 

16 shall be fined not less than twenty-five dollars ($25) nor more than one hundred 

17 dollars ($100), or imprisoned for a period not exceeding thirty days, or both, for 

18 the first offense, and for any subsequent offense be fined not less than one hundred 

19 dollars ($100) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200), or be imprisoned for a 

20 period of not less than thirty days, nor more than ninety days, or both. 
e • t • « •• 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

r STATEMENT 

(Subdivision 4, Section 14.) The abo ve is a change in the definition of a hit and 

run driver, as well as an increase of the punishment, and is recommended and urged by 

the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles. It w ill add considerable potency in the prosecu­

tion and conviction at persons running away from the scene of an accident. 

Incidentally, it makes a hit and run dri vel' sUbject to criminal conviction who causes 

property 4amage, a situation not now take n care of uncleI' the present law. At the pres­

ent time, a person charged with hit and rUll driving under the Motor Vehicle Act is not 

} ~~bject to imprisonment, a change which the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles emphati­

~allY recommends. 

,
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SENATE AMENDMENTS TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 374
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

ADOPTED MARCH 15, 1932
 

1. Amend Section one, line 3, by inserting after the word "vehicle" and before the 

word "involved" the words: "who shall be knowingly". 
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ASSEMBLY, No. 218 
(Revised Statutes, section 39 :4-129.) 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED MARCH 25,1940 

By Mr. BERTONI 

Referred to Committee on Judiciary 

AN AOT concerning motor vehicle regulation, and amending section 89 :4-129 of
 

the Revised Statutes.
 

1. BE IT ENAOTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New
 

2 Jersey:
 
..~ 

1. Section 39 :4-129 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol­

2 lows:
 

3 39 :4-129. The driver of any vehicle knowingly involved in an accident
 

4 resulting in injury or death to a person or damage to property shall im­

-
5 mediately stop the vehicle at the scene of the accident, give his name and 

6 address and exhibit his operator's license and registration certificate of his 

7 vehicle to the person injured or struck and to any police officer or witness of 

8 the accident, and to the driver or occupants of the vehicle collided with and 

9 render to a person injured in the accident reasonable assistance, including 

10 the carrying of that person to a hospital or a physician for medical or surgical 

11 treatment, if it is apparent that the treatment is necessary or is requested by 

12 the injured person. 

.A. driver of a motor vehicle wlio, after being knowingly involved in an 

14 accident resulting in injury or death to a pedestrian, shall violate this sec- 1 

15 tion shall be fined in the sum of one hundred dollars ($100.00), or be im­

J6 }-!' 1801'd Tor a perioa of thin)' days, or both, fo(' the fir9t offense, !'.~d fer :l 

13 



. ... 

2 

17 subsequent offense shall be fined in the sum of five hundred dollars ($500.00), 

18 or be imprisoned for a period of six months, or both and any other driver of 

19 a motor vehicle who violates this sec"tion shall be fined not less than twenty­

20 five dollars ($25.00) nor more than one hundred dollars ($ioo.oO), or be im­

21 prisoned for a period of not more than thirty days, or both, for the first 

22 offense, and for a subsequent offense, shall be fined not less than one hun­

23 dred dollars ($100.00) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200.00), or be !.. 
24 imprisoned for a period of not less than thirty days nor more than ninety 

25 days, or both. 

26 A driver of a vehicle, other than a motor vehicle, who violates this sec­
; .. 

27 tion shall'be punished 'as provided in section 39 :4-203 ~f 't~s, Title. 
' 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

.. 
t 

.... " 

._---- STATEMENT 

The purpose of this act is to provid~ for stringent penalties for the d;rive~ o~ 

a motor vehicle who causes an accident resulting in injury or death. . ' '. 
" 

_._--" 



ASSEMB,LY, No. 218
 

,­

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

I~TIWDlJl'l'~D MARCH :.![l, 1940 

By Mr. BERTONI 

Referrcd to COlllmittee on Judicinr)' 

AN ACT concerning motor ,-chich' r<,gnlution, nnd nml'rHlin~ Sl'l'tioll 39:,l-l~!1 of 

the Revis('d Stututl's. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the St'lIat/' /llld Ut'IlI'/'al Assl'm/J/y of till' Slcltl' of Nl'", 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section 39 :4-129 of the Hevilloo Statutes is ulIlended to rend us fol­

2 lows: 

3 39 :4-129, The driver of UllY vehicle kuu,\-ingly im'D!\'l'd !n '"1 '\('I~idl'1I1 

i _ 4 resulting in injury or d('ntll to 11 person or dnmllg-c to propPft)' shull illl­

5 mediately stop the vehicle nt the Sl'l'ne of the nceidl'nt, g-iw' his nnmn nlld 

6 address and exhihit his oJlcrntor\~ license nlld l'eg-istrntion (,l'rtitit'llte of hill 

7 vehicle to tll(' person injurcd 01' Hlna'j,; and Iv all.) J"';;'" ,.n:,,;,;, "I' ',I:i'''I''':~ lit' 

8 the accidcnt, IlIlll to thl' llriw'r or O('CIlPlllllH or Illl' \"I·hide l'ollilll'd with 1111(1 

9 render to a IWI"Hnn illjlll'!'d ill till' :In'icll'lIt f{'IlSUWlhll' lIssisflllll'l', i/leludillJ{ 

10 the cafrying' of that jll'r'bllll to a !lo:;jlit:d or n phyHi!'illlll'or lIH'diclll 01' Hllr~i('nl,1 
'.•.~.:..­ 11 ,treatment, if it is uppllr'l'nl lila! Ihl' (1'('11/111('111 is 1l('('l'S>;Ill'}' Of is f<'ljIlI'Ht<,d 11)' 

1 

j
 
12 the injured p{'r~on,
 

13 A driver of II motor v('hicll' who, aftl'r Ill'ing- kllowill~ly ill\'olv('d in 1111 

14 accident resultill~ in injury Of dentb to 11 pcde<ltrian, ~;I11dl violnfc thi!'! 11('('_ 

15 tion shall be fined in tlle SUIIl or ulle hUllured uollarll ($lOO,lJO), or bll jlll ­

16 prisoned for 11 period ot' thirly <1IlY~, or both, for dw fifMl offcIIse, llllel for a 



17 subsequent offense shall be fined in the sum of five hundred dollars ($500.00), 

18 or be imprisoned for a period of six months, or both and any other driver of 

19 a motor vehicle who violates this section shall be fined not less than twenty­

20 five dollars ($25.00) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100.00), or be im­

21 prisoned for a period of not Inore than thirty days, or both, for the first 

22 offense, and for a subsequent offense, shall be fined not less than one hun­

23 dred dollars ($100.00) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200.00), o!' be 

24 imprisoned for a period of not less than thirty days nor more than ninety 

2b days, or both. 

26 A driver of a vehicle, other than a motor vehicle, who violates this sec­

27 tion shall be punished as provided in section 39 :4-203 of this Title. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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ASSEMBLY, No. 846 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED APRIL 10, 1967 

By Assemblyman PERSKIE 

Referred to Committee on Highways, Transportation and
 

Public Utilities
 

AN ACT concerning motor vehicles, amending sections 39 :4-129, 

39 :4-130, 39 :4-131 and 39 :4-132 of the Revised Statutes; sup­

plementing article 15 of chapter 4 of Title 39 of the Revised 

Statutes, and repealing sections 39 :4-9 and 39 :4-133 of the Re­

vised Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

3 1. Section 39 :4-129 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read 

4 as follows: 

5 39 :4-129. (a) The driver of any vehicle [knowingly] involved 

6 in an accident resulting in injury or death to [a] any person [or 

7 damage to property] shall immediately stop the vehicle at the scene 

8 of the accident or as close thereto as possible but shall then forth- . 

9 with return to and in every event shall remain at the scene until.­
10 he has fulfilled the requirements of subsection (c) of this section. 

11 Every such stop shall be made without obstructing tmffic more 

12 than is necessary. Any person who shall violate this subsection 

13 shall be fined in the sum of $100.00, or be i1nprisoned for a period 

14 of 30 days, or both, for the first offense, and for a subsequent 

15 offense shall be fined in the sum of $500.00, or be imprisoned for a 

16 period of 6 'months, or both. 

17 (b) The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting 

18 only in damage to a vehicle, including his own vehicle, or other 

19 property which is attended by any person shall immediately stop 

20 his vehicle at the scene of such accident or as close thereto as 

21 possible, but shall then forthwith return to and in every event shan 

22 remain at the scene of such accident until he has fulfilled the re­

23 quirements of subsection (c) of this section. Every such stop shall 

24 be made without obstructing traffic more than is necessary. Any 

25 person who shall violate this subsection shall be fined not less 

26 than $25.00 nor more than $100.00, or be imprisoned for a period 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced hrackets [thus] in the ahove hill 
is not enacted and is intended to he omitted in the law. 
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of not more than 30 days, or both, for the first offense, and for a 

subsequent offense, shall be fined not less than $100.00 nor 1nore 

than $200.00, or be imprisoned for a period of not less than 30 days 

nor more than 90 days, or both. 

(c) The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting 

in injury or death to any person or damage to any vehicle or 

property shallL] give his name and address and exhibit his opera­

tor's license and registration certificate of his vehicle to the person 

injured or [struck] whose vehicle or property was damaged and 

to any police officer or witness of the accident, and to the driver 

or occupants of the vehicle collided with and render to a person 

injured in the accident reasonable assistance, including the carry­

ing of that person to a hospital or a physician for medical or .surgi­

cal treatment, if it is apparent that the treatment is necessary or 

is requested by the injured person. 

[A driver of a motor vehicle who, after being knowingly involved 

in an accident resulting in injury ~ death to a pedestrian, shall 

violate this section shall be fined in the sum of $100.00, or be im­

prisoned for a period of 30 days, or both, for the first offense, and 

for a subsequent offense shall be fined in the sum of $500.00, or 

be imprisoned for a period of 6 months, or both and any other 

driver of a motor vehicle who violates this section shall be fined 

not less than $25.00 nor more than $100.00,-or be imprisoned for a 

period of not more than 30 days, or both, for the first offense, 

and for a subsequent offense, shall be fined not less than $100.00 

nor more than $200.00, or be imprisoned for a period of not less 

than 30 days nor more than 90 days, or both. 

A driver of a vehicle, other than a motor vehicle, who violates 

this section shall be punished as provided in section 39 :4-203 of 

this Title.] 

In the event that none of the persons specified are in condition 

to receive the information to which. they otherwise would be en­

titled under this subsection, and no police officer is present, the 

driver of any vehicle involved in such accident after fulfilling all 

other requirements of subsections (a) and (b) of this section, 

insofar as possible on his part to be performed, shall forthwith 

report such accident to the nearest office of the local police depart­

ment or of the county police of the county or of the State Police 

and submit thereto the information specified in this subsection. 

(d) The driver of any vehicle which collides with or is involved 

in an accident with any vehicle or other property which is un­

attended resulting in any damage to such vehicle or other property 

shall immediately stop and shall then and there locate and notify 



. 
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I
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1 1 
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the operator or owner of such vehicle or other property of the name 

A 
( 

1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

and address of the driver and owner of the vehicle, striking the 

unattended vehicle or other property or, in the event an unattended 

vehicle is struck and the driver or owner thereofcannot be imme­

diately located, shall attach securely in a conspicuous place in or 

1 6 on such vehicle a written notice giving the name and address of 

7 the driver and owner of the vehicle doing the striking or, in the ~! 

1 
8 event other property is struck and the owner thereof cannot be 

9 immediately located, shall notify the nearest office of the local 

10 police department or of the county police of the county or of the 

I 11 State Police and in addition shall notify the owner of the property
<:' 

12 as soon as the owner can be identified and located. Any person who 

el~ 13 violates this subsection shall be punished as provided in subsection 

'. ~ 14 (b) of this section. 
'1",':. 
:\	 15 2. Section 39 :4-130 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read 

16 as follows: 

17 39:4-130. The driver of a vehicle or street car involved in an 

18 accident resulting in injury to or death of any person, or damage 

19 to property of anyone person in excess of [$100.00] $200.00 shall 

20 by the quickest means of communication give notice of such acci­-21 dent to the local police department or to the nearest office of the 

22 county police of the county or of the State Police, and in addition 

23 shall within 5 days after such accident forward a written report 

24 of such accident to the division on forms furnished by it. Such 

25 written reports shall contain sufficiently detailed information with 

26 reference to a mot0l-vehicle accident, including the cause, the con­

27 ditions then existing, the persons and vehicles involved and such 

28 information as may be necessary to enable the director to determine 

29 whether the requirements for the deposit of security required by 

'30 law are inapplicable by reason of the existence of insurance or other 

31 circumstances. The director may rely upon the accuracy of the 

32 information contained in any such report, unless he has reason 

33 to believe that the report is erroneous. The division may require 

34 operators involved in accidents to file supplemental reports of 

35 accidents upon forms lurnished by it when in the opinion of the 

36 division, the original report is insufficient. The reports shall be 

37 . without prejudice, shall be for the information of the division, and . 

38 shall not be open to public inspection. The fact that the reports 

39 have been so made shall be admissible in evidence solely to prove 

40 a compliance with this section, but no report or any part thereof 

41 or statement contained therein shall be admissible in evidence for 

42 any other purpose in any proceeding or action arising out of the 

43 accident. 
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Whenever the driver of a vehicle is physically incapable of giving 

immediate notice or making a written report of an accident as 

required in this section and there was another occupant in the 

vehicle at the time of the accident capable of giving notice or 

making a report, such occupant shall make or cause to be made 

said notice or report not made by the driver. 

Whenever the driver is' physically incapable of making a written 

report of an accident as required by this section and such driver 

is not the owner of the vehicle, then the owner of the vehicle in­

volved in such accident shall make such report not made by the 

driver. 
:1 

Any person who violates this section shall be punished as pro­

vided in subsection (b) of section 39 :4-129 of the Revised Statutes. 

The director may revoke or suspend the operator's license priv­

ilege and registration privilege of a person who violates this section. 

3. Section 39 :4-131 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read 

as follows: 

39 :4-131. The division shall prepare and supply to police de­

partments and other suitable agencies, forms for accident reports 

calling for sufficiently detailed information with reference to a 
.~ 

motor vehicle accident, including the cause, the conditions then 

existing, the persons and vehicles involved and such information 

as [may be necessary to enable the director to-determine whether 

the requirements for the deposit of security required by law are 

inapplicable by reason of the existence of insurance or other cir­

cumstances and such other information as may be necessary. The 

director may rely upon the accuracy of the information contained 

in any such report, unless he has reason to believe that the report .. 
is erroneous. The division may require operators involved in acci­

dents to file supplemental reports of accidents upon forms fur­

nished by it when in the opinion of the division, the original report 

is insufficient. The reports shall be without prejudice, shall be for 

the information of the division, and shall not be open to public 

inspection. The fact that the reports have been so made shall be 

admissible in evidence solely to prove a compliance with this sec­

tion, but no report or any part thereof or statement contained 

therein shall be admissible in evidence for any other purpose in 

a proceeding or action arising out of the acoident.] the director 

may require. 

Every law enforcement officer who investigates a vehicle accident 

of which report must be made as required in this Title, or who other­

wise prepares a written report as a result of an accident or there­

after by interviewing the participants or witnesses, shall forward 



"''''::'J 

);t~ ..· .. 
;.~'''.;' 

".",';', " 
it 
\;~ 

'1~' . 

'i' 

.~ 5 

~: 

Ttl',1 
1 

2 

3 

a written report of such accident to the division, on forms furnished 

by it, within 5 days after his investigation of the accident. 

Such written reports required to be forwarded by law enforce­

4 ment officers and the information contained therein shall not be 

5 privileged or held confidential. 

6 4. Section 39 :4-132 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read 

7 as follows: 

8 39 :4-132. The person in charge of a garage or repair shop to 

9 

10 

11 

which is brought a motor vehicle which shows evidence of having 

been involved in [a serious] an accident of which report must be 

made by the driver thereof as provided in section 39 :4-130 of the 

12 Revised Statutes or of having been struck by a bullet shall report 

13 to the nearest [police station or sheriff's] office of the local police 

14 department or of the county police of the county or of the State 

15 Police within 24 hours after the motor vehicle is received, giving 

16 the [engine] serial number, registration number and, if known, the 

17 

18 

name and address of the owner or operator of the vehicle. 

Any person who shall violate this section shall be fined not less 

19 than $100.00 nor more than $500.00 or be imprisoned for a period 

20 of not less than 30. days nor more than 90 days, or both. 

21 5. The duties and responsibilities imposed by the provisions of 

22 this article upon all persons designated therein shall apply to acci­

23 dents occurring upon highways and elsewhere throughout the State. 

24 6. Sections 39 :4-9 and 39 :4-133 of the Revised Statutes are 

25 

26 

hereby repealed. 

7. This act shall take- effect immediately. 
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