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SENATE, No. 124 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
INTRODUCED JANUARY 27, 1964 

By Senator BOWKLEY 

Referred to Committee on Labor and Industrial Relations 

AN ACT concerning workmen '8 compensation coverage for members and author­

ized volunteer workers of certain volunteer or independent fire companies, 

amending sections 34 :15-43 and 34 :15-74 and supplementing article 5 of 
j 

chapter 15, of Title 34, of the Revised Statut4s. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section 34 :15-43 of the Revised Statutes IS amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 34 :15-43. Every officer, appointed or elected, and every employee of the 

4 State, county, municipality or any board of commission, or any other govern­

5 ing body, including boards of education, and governing bodies of service 

6 districts, and also each and every member of a volunteer fire company [active 

7 volunteer fireman] doing public fire duty and also each and every active vol­

8 unteer, first aid or rescue squad worker, including each and every authorized 

9 worker who is not a member of the volunteer fire company within which the 

10 first aid or rescue squad may have been created, doing public first aid or res­

11 cue duty under the control or supervision of any commission, council, or any 

12 other governing body of any municipality, any board of fire commissioners 

13 of such municipality or of any fire district within the State, or of the board 

14 of managers of any State institution, and every county fire marshal and as-

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not enacted 
and. is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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15 sistant county fire marshal, who may be injured in line of duty shall be com­

16 pensated under and by virtue of the provisions of this article and article 2 of 

17 the chapter (sections 34:15-7 et seq.). No former employee who has been 

18 retired on pension by reason of injury or disability shall be entitled under 

19 this section to compensation for such injury or disability j provided, how­

20 ever, that such employee, despite retirement, shall, nevertheless, be entitled 

21 to the medical, surgical and other treatment and hospital services as set forth 

22 in section 34 :15-15 of the Revised Statutes. 

23 As used in this section, the terms" doing public fire duty" and" who may 

24 be injured in line of duty," as applied to members of volunteer fire com­

25 panies, [active volunteer firemen] county fire marshals or assistant county 

26 fire marshals "," [,] and "the term "doing p~tblic first aid or rescue dtdy," as 

27 applied to" active uolunieer first aid or rescue squad workers "," shall be 

28 deemed to include participation in any authorized construction, installation, 

29 alteration, maintenance or repair work upon the premises, apparatus or other 

30 equipment owned or used by the fire company "or the first aid or rescue 

31 squad", participation in any authorized public drill, showing, exhibition, [usui 

32 raising activity or parade ", '" "[ of said volunteer firemen or marshals either 

33 with or without their fire ~pparatus]'" and to include also the rendering of 

34 assistance in case of fire and, when authorized, in connection with other 

35 events affecting the public health or safety, in any political subdivision or 

36 territory of another State of the United States or on property ceded to the 

36A Federal Government while such assistance is being rendered and while going 

3GB to and returning from the place in which it is rendered. 

37 Every member of a volunteer fire company [active volunteer fireman] 

38 shall be deemed to be doing public fire duty under the control or super­

39 vision of any such commission, council, governing body, board of firc com­

40 missioners or fire district or board of managers of any State institution 

41 within the meaning of this section, if such control or supervision is provided 

42 for by statute or by rule or regulation of the board of managers or the 

43 superintendent of such State institution, or if the fire company of which he 

44 is a member receives contributions from, or a substantial part of its expenses 
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45 or equipment are paid for by, the municipality, or board of fire commis­

46 sioners of the fire district or if such fire company has been or hereafter 

47 shall be designated by ordinance as the fire department of the municipality. 

48 Every active volunteer, first aid or rescue squad worker, including every 

49 authorized worker who is not a member of the volunteer fire company within 

50 which the first aid or rescue squad may have been created, shall be deemed to 

51 be doing public first aid or rescue duty under the control or supervision of 

52 any such commission, council, governing body, board of fire commissioners or 

53 fire district within the meaning of this section if such control or supervision is 

54 provided for by statute, or if the first aid or rescue squad of which he is a 

55 member or authorized worker receives or is eligible to receive contributions 

56 from, or a substantial part of its expenses or equipment are paid for by, the 

57 municipality, or board of fire commissioners of the fire district, or if such first 

58 aid or rescue squad has been or hereafter stall be designated by ordinance 

59 as the first aid or rescue squad of the municipality. 

60 As used in this section and in section 34 :15-74 of this chapter, the term 

61 "authorized worker" shall mean and include, in addition to an active volun­

62 tcer fireman and an active volunteer first aid or rescue squad worker, any 

63 person performing any public fire duty or public first aid or rescue squad 

64 duty, as the same are defined in this section, at the request of the chief or 

6G acting chief of a fire company or the president or person in charge of a first 

66 aid or rescue squad for the time being. 

67 Nothing herein contained shall be construed as affecting or changing in 

68 any way the provisions of any statute providing" for sick, disability, vacation 

69 or other leave for public employees 01' any provision of any retirement or 

70 pension fund provided by law. 

1 2. Section 34:15-74 of the Revised Statutes IS amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 34:15-74. * [The]'*' "Except as otherwise provided in this section, the" 

4 governing body of every municipality and the committee of every fire district 

;) shall provide compensation insurance for volunteer firemen doing public fire 
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6 duty and volunteer first aid and emergency squad workers doing public 

7 first aid and rescue duty under the control or supervision of any com­

8 mission, councilor other governing body of the municipality or any board 

8A of fire commissioners of such municipality or of any fire district, and 

9 the board of chosen freeholders shall provide compensation insurance for 

10 county fire marshals and assistant county fire marshals, within the meaning 

11 of section 34 :15-43 of this chapter. Such insurance shall provide compensa­

12 tion for every such fireman or authorized first aid or rescue squad worker 

18 or county fire marshal or assistant county fire marshal who shall be a member 

14 of any first aid or rescue squad created within the fire company of which he 

15 is a member or authorized first aid or rescue squad worker, or composed of 

16 members and authorized first aid or rescue squad workers of different fire 

17 companies in the same municipality for injuries received while acting in 

18 response to any call made upon such squad, for first aid or rescue work, 

19 whether such call be made because of a fire or otherwise. 

20 The prooieions of this section shall not require the govermng body of 

21 any municipality or the committee of any fire district *' [who contrib1,de]" 

22 "iohich. contributes" to the support of a volunteer fire company or volunteer 

23 first aui " [and e1nergency] ", ror 
) 

rescue" squad serving said m1,tnicipality or 

24 district but located, or its headquarters maintained, without said munici­

25 pality or district to provide compensation insurance for the members of said 

26 cornpany or squad who are covered by compensation insurance carried by the 

27 municipality or district within which said cornpany or squad is located, or 

28 its headquarters maintained, whenever evidence of such insurance coverage is 

29 supplied to or otherwise obtained by said governing body or committee", 

30 nor shall the provisions of this section require the governing body of any 

31 municipality or the committee of any fire district to provide compensation 

32 insurance whenever evidence that a fire company has obtained its own insur­

33 ance coverage is provided to the governing body or committee. 

1 3... [Every volunteer fire company incorporated under the provisions of 

2 chapter 8 of Title 15 of the Revised Statutes, and every independent fire 
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3 company organized pursuant to the provisions of sections 40 :149-10 to 

4 40 :149-15 of the Revised Statutes shall provide compensation insurance for] "" 

5 *Any volunteer fire company may provide compensation insurance [or" mem­

6 bel' volunteer firemen doing public fire duty and volunteer first aid * [and 

7 emergency] * "or rescue" squad workers doing public first aid and rescue duty 

8 for a first aid or rescue squad organized within such a fire company. Such in­

9 surance shall provide compensation under and by virtue of the article to which 

9A this section is a supplement and of article 2, of chapter 15, of Title 34 of the 

10 Revised Statutes for every such fireman or authorized first aid or rescue 

11 squad worker who may be injured in line of duty, as the same is defined in 

12 R. S. 34 :15-43. 

13 Evidence of the insurance coverage "" [required] '" "auihorieed" by this 

14 section shall be provided by the fire company to the governing body of any 
L 

15 municipality "or the committee of any fire disthct* which contributes to the 

16 support and maintenance of such fire company. 

1 4. This act shall take effect January 1, "'[1964]* *1965*. 



I

I 
1 

5 

8 shall provide compensation under and by virtue of the article to which this 

9 section is a supplement and of article 2, of chapter 15, of Title 34 of the 

10 Revised Statutes for every such fireman or authorized first aid or rescue 

11 squad worker who may be injured in line of duty, as the same is defined in 

12 R. S. 34 :15--43. 

13 Evidence of the insurance coverage required by this section shall be 

14 provided by the fire company to the governing body of any municipality 

15 which contributes to the support and maintenance of such fire company. 

1 4. This act shall take effect January 1, 1964. 

{ 

STATEMENT 

This bill is designed to clarify workmen's compensation insurance coverage 

for volunteer firemen and first aid and rescue squad workers, to assure insur­

ance coverage for all such workers and to eliminate duplication for such cov­

erage where the fire companies or rescue squads serve more than one munici­

pality or fire district. 



STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTM ENT 

November 30, 1964 

SENATE BILL NO. 124 

To the Senate: 

Pursuant to Article V, Section I, paragraph l4(b) of the Constitution, 

I herewith return Sentate Bill No. 124, with my objections, for reconsidera­

tion. 

Senate Bill No. 124 is designed to eliminate duplicate workmen's 

compensation insurance coverage of members of volunteer fire companies and 

first aid or rescue squads which serve more ~han one municipality or fire 

district. The bill is also intended to clarify the extent of such coverage 

in certain respects, and to grant volunteer fire companies the option of 

providing compensation insurance for their own members in lieu of relying 

upon the appropriate governing body to do so. 

While I do not object to any of these purposes, the manner in which 

the bill was drawn does not adequately communicate the legislative intent 

tn several respects. A major problem is the ambiguity caused by the pro­

vision which would authorize fire companies to carry their own compensation 

insurance and to provide evidence of such coverage to the appropriate mu­

nicipality. When read with the present law requiring the municipality or 

fire district to provide compensation insurance, it becomes evident that 

this could require duplicate coverage. In order to clarify the responsi­

bility and to assure coverage, the municipality or fire district should 

be relieved of its obligation upon receipt of evidence that the fire 

company is providing for its own compensation insurance. 

Several other problems are created through the use of inconsistent 

language. With the cooperation of the sponsor, amendments have been 

developed to eliminate these difficulties. 

Accordingly, I herewith return the measure for reconsideration and 

with the recommendation that it be amended as follows: 
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SlATE OF NEW JERSEY 

FXFClT1YE DEI'ART\IE;-';T 

Senate Bill No. 124 - 2 ­

On page 2, section 1, line 26, after "marshals" insert " ,".. 
On page 2, section 1, line 26, after "and" insert "the term 

'doing public first aid or rescue duty,' as applied to". 

On page 2 , section 1 , line 26, after "workers" insert " ," . 
On page 2 , section 1. , line 29, after " company" insert "or the 

first aid or rescue squad" . 

On page 2 , section 1 , line 30, after "parade" insert ," ." 

On page 2, section 1, lines 30 and 31, delete "of said volunteer 
firemen or marshals either with or without their fire apparatus". 

On page 3, section 2, line 3, before "governing" delete "The" 
and insert in lieu thereof "Except as otherwise provided in this 
section, the". 

On page 4, section 2, line 21, delete "who contribute" and 
insert in lieu thereof "which contributes". 

On page 4, section 2, line 22, delete "and emergency" and 
insert in lieu thereof "or rescue". 

On page 4, section 2, line 29, after "committee" insert 
", nor shall the provisions of this section require the governing 
body of any municipality or the co~nittee of any fire district 
to provide compensation insurance whenever evidence that a fire 
company has obtained its own insurance coverage is provided to 
the governing body or committee". 

On page 4, section 3, linesl through 4, delete these lines 
in their entirety and insert in lieu thereof "Any volunteer fire 
company may provide compensation insurance for". 

On page 4, section 3, lines 5 and 6, delete "and emergency" 
and insert in lieu thereof "or rescue". 

On page 5, section 3, line 13, delete "required" and insert 
in lieu thereof "authorized". 

On page 5, section 3, line 14, after "municipality" insert 
"or the committee of any fire district". 

On page 5, section 4, line 1, delete "1964" and insert in 
lieu thereof "1965". 

Re spe c t fu lly, 

RICHARD J. uumss 

GOVERNOR 
[SEA LJ 

Attest: 

LAWRENCE HILDER 

Acting Secretary to the. Cove r uo r 



FOR RELEASE: December 31, 1964 

FR(J.I1: Off ice of the Cove r nor 

Governor Richard ]. Hughes has signed~
 

Senate BilljNo. 124 - (repassed by the Legislature with the Governor's
 

;~ 

recommendations) is irltended to clarify the workmen's compensation insurance coverage 

for: members of volunteer fire compani e s and first aid or rescue squads. It will 

eliminate the present duplicate workmen's compensation coverage in tases where 

companies or squads service more than one municipality or fire district and will give 

fire companies the option to provide for their own compensation insurance. 

Senate Bill No. 190 .. (repassed by the Legislature with the Governor's 
..;;..;;.-.~,;..----+!---:....:--- . 

recommendations) amends the "Motor Carriers Road Tax Act of 1963" to provide for a 

refund of taxes to carriers to the extent that such carrier has to pay similar taxes 

on the same fuel in anot he r 'State. 

'Senate Bill,No. 276 ~ (repassed by the Le g i s l a't ur e with the Governor's 

recommendations) authorizes counties, municipalities and school districts or agencies 

thereof, to provide 'roup life insurance and hospital and accident insurance plans for 

elected and appointed officials as well as employees and their dependents. It also 

validates existing pOlicies that exceeded previous legislative authorizations. 

Senate Bill,No. 284 - (repassed by the Legislature with the Governor's 

recommendations) validates certain school bonds notwithstanding that notice of the 

meeting at which the same were authorized was not published seven days pr Lo.r to the 

meeting provided that it was published at least six days before said meeting. 

Senate Bill, No. 341 - amends the "Savings and Loan Act (1963)99 to clarify 

the fact that foreign savings and loan associations may purchase, hold, sellar engage 

in other activities concerning real estate mortgages held by such foreign associations 

without violating the prohibition against such associations doing business in the 

'State. 

Assembly Bill No. 352 - amends the law to exte nd tenure to any superintendent 

of public works of any borough in a county of the first or second class who has held 

such r.f fice for a continuous period of not less than five years. 

Assembly Bill No. 736 - permits the board of chosen freeholders uf any county 

of > i r st :::lass having a population in excess of SOO,OOO to establish and maintain 

c.• y ou t Ct.'ntce for the nnahil1taticm of youthful offe nrte r s , 

-30~ 
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