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SENATE, No. 654
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUOTION IN THE 1980 SESSION 

By Senator KENNEDY 

AN ACT to amend" An act to provide for exemption from taxation 

in certain cases', and supplementing chapter 4: of Title 54 of the 

Revised Statutes," approved July 21, 1948 (P. L. 1948, c. 259). 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 1 of P. L. 1948, c. 259 (0. 54 :4--3.30) IS amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 1. a. The dwelling house and the lot or curtilage whereon the 

4 same is erected, of any citizen and resident of this State, now or 

5 hereafter honorably discharged or released under honorable cir­

() cumstances, from active service, in time of war, ill' any branch of the 

7 Armed Forces of the United States who has been or shall be 

8 declared by the United States Veterans Administration or its sue­

9 cessors to have a service-connected disability from paraplegia, 

10 s:arcoidosis, osteochondritis resulting in permanent loss of the use 

11 of both legs, or permanent paralysis of both legs and lower parts of 

12 the body, or from hemiplegia and has permanent paralysis of one 

13 leg and one arm or either side of the body, resulting from injury to 

14 the spinal cord, skeletal structure, or brain or from diseas'e of the 

15 spinal cord not resulting from any form of syphilis; or from total 

16 blindness; or from amputation of both arms or both legs, or both 

17 hands or both feet, or the combination of a hand and a foot; or from 

18 other service-connected disability deC'lared by the United States 

19 Veterans Administration or its successor to be a total or 100% per­

20 manent disability, and not so evaluated solely because of hospital­

21 ization or surgery and rocuperation, sustained through enemy ac­

22 tion, or accident, or resulting from disease contracted while in such 

23 active service shall be exempt from taxation, on proper claim made 

24 therefor, and such exemption shall be in addition to any other 

25 exemption of such person's real and personal property which now 

26 is or hereafter shall be prescribed or allowed by the Oonstitution or 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in hold-faced hrackets [thus] in the ahove bill 
is not enacted and is intended to he omitted in the law. 
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27 by law but no taxpayer shall he allowed more than one exemption 

28 under this act. 

29 b. The widow of any such citizen and resident of this State who 

30 at the time of his death was entitled to the exemption provided 

31 under this act, shall be entitled, on proper claim made therefor, to 

32 the same exemption as her husband so had, during her widowhood 

33 and while a resident of this State, for the time that she is the legal 

34 owner thereof and actually oceupies the said dwelling house or any 

35 other dwelling house thereafter acquired. 

36 c. The widow of any citizen and resident of this State, which citi­

37 zen and resident died in active set'vice in time of war in any branch 

38 of the Armed FMces of the United States, shall be entitled, on 

39 proper claim, made therefor' to an exemption from taxation on the 

40 dwellin,g hMtse and the lot or c1wtila.ge whereon the same is erected, 

41 during her widowhood and while a resident of this State, for the 

42 time that she is the legal owner thereof and actually occupies the 

43 said d1uelling house or any other dwelling house thereafter acquired. 

44 [c.] d. The widow of any citizen and r:esident of this State who 

45 died prior to January 10, 1972, that being the effective date of P. L. 

46 '1971, c. 398, and whose circumstances were such that, had said law 

47 become effective during the deceased's lifetime, he would have 

48 become eligible for the exemption granted under this section aB 

49 amended by said law, shall be entitled, on proper claim made 

50 therefor, to the same exemption as her husband would have become 

51 eligible for upon the dwelling house and lot or curti1age occupied by 

52 him at the time of his death, durulg her widowhood and while a 

53 resident of this State, for the time that she is the legal owner 

54 thereof and actually occupies the said dwelling house on the 

55 premises to he exempted. 

56[d.] e. Nothing in this aet shall be intended to include paraplegia 

57 or hemiplegia resulting from locomotor ataxia or other forms of 

58 syphilis of the central nervous system, or from chronic alcoholism, 

59 or to include- other forms of disease resulting from the veteran's 

60 own misconduct \vhich may produce signs and symptoms similar 

61 to those resulting from paraplegia, osteochondritis, or hemiplegia. 

1 2. Section 20f P. L. 1948, c. 259 (0. 54 :4-3.31) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 2. All exemptions from taxation under this act shall be allowed 

4 by the assessor upon the filing with him of a claim in writing under 

5 oath, made by or on behalf of the person claiming the same, showing 

G the riglIt to the exemption, briefly describing the property for which 

7 exemption is claimed and having annexed thereto a certificate of 

8 the claimant's honorable discharge or release under honorable cir­
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9 cumstances, from active service, in time of war, in any branch of 

10 the armed forces and a certificate from the United States Veterans 

11 Administration or its successors, certifying to a slervice-connected 

12 disability of such claimant of the character described in section 1 

13 of this act. In the case of a claim by a widow of such veteran, she 

14 shall establish in writing under oath that she is the owner of the 

15 legal title to the premises on which exemption is claimed; that she 

16 occupies the dwelling house on said premises as her legal residence 

17 in this State; that her husband shall have been declared by the 

18 United States Veterans Administration to have a service-connected 

19 disability of a character described in this act, or, in the case of a 

20 claim for an exemption 1lmder s1tbsection c. of section 1 of this act 

21 (C. 54:4-3.30), that her h11,sban,d shall have been declared to have 

22 died in active service in time of war; that her husband was entitled 

23 to an exemption provided for in this act, except for an exemption 

24 under subsection c. of section 1 hereof, at the time of his death; and 

25 that she is a resident of this State and has not remarried. Such 

26 exemptions shall be allowed and prorated by the alssessor for the 

27 remainder of any taxable year from the date the claimant shall 

28 have acquired title to the real property intended to he exempt by 

29 this act. Where a portion of a multiple-family building or structure 

30 occupied by the claimant is the subject of such exemption, the 

31 assessor shall aggregate the assessment on the lot or curtilage 

32 and building or structure and allow an exemption of that per­

33 centage of the aggregate aS~'3essment as the value of the portion of 

34 the building or structure occupied by the claimant bears to the value 

35 of the entire building or structure. 

1 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

Presently, the dwelling house of a disabled veteran who was 

honorably dis'charged from active service in time of war is exempt 

from real property taxation. The exemption may be granted to the 

veteran or to his widow. There' is no provision, however, for an 

exemption for a widow of a veteran whO' died during time of war, 

because technically such a ve,teran would not have been honorably 

discharged as required by law. 

This bill provides that widows of veterans who died during active 

service in time of war are eligible to receive an exemption from 

real property taxation all their dwelling house. 
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ASSEMBLY REVENUE, FINANCE AND APPROPRIATIONS
 
COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 654 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: MARCH 23, 1981 

Presently, the dwelling house of a disabled veteran who was h01IO]'­

ably discharged from active service in time of war is exempt from real 

property taxation. ']'he exemption may be granted to the veteran or 

to his widow. There is no provision, however, for an exemption for a 

widow of a veteran who died during time of war, because technically 

such a veteran would lIot have heen honorahly discharged as required 

hy law. 

This hill provides that widows of veterans who died during actiyc 

service in time of war are eligible to receive an exemption from real 

property taxation on their dwelling house. 



SENATE REVENUE, FINANCE AND APPROPRIATIONS
 
COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 654 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: OOTOBER 6, 1980 

Senate Bill No. 654 amends that section of law providing- property 

tax exemptions for disabled veterans and their widows by providing 

that the widow of a veteran who was killed in action, who has not re­

married and is a resident of the State, may receive a property tax 

exemption on her dwelling house. 
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A-1789, sponsored by Assemblyman Albert Burstein, \·/hich revises and clm'ifies 

the procedures for the removal or discipline of tenured faculty members at State 

or county colleges. 

Under the bill, the Board of Trustees of a college could refer cases to an 

Administrative law Judge or a subcommittee of three trustees for initial determination. 

Afinal decision would then be made by the full Board of Trustees. The Chancellor of 

Higher Education would hear appeals. 

The measure will remove any doubt ~bout the legality of using subcommittees of 

the trustee boards and will promote speed and efficiency in reaching personnel decisior 

A-3395, sponsored by Assembly Speaker Christopher J. Jackman (D-Hudson), which 

amends the State lottery Law to exempt rules governing the lottery games from the 

jurisdiction of the Administrative Procedures Act. 

The ~_hange applies only to the rules governing the games themselves; all other 

rules of the lottery Commission would still be subject to the act. 

·A-1463, sponsored by Assemblywoman Hazel Gluck (R-Ocean), \'/hich permits a count~ 

or municipal consumer affairs office to keep any fines or penalties awarded in a 

successful consumer fraud prosecution which it has undertaken. Under prior law, the 

money went to the General State Fund. 

In addition, the bill removes the prohibition on a municipality establishing a 

consumer affairs office if one already exists in the county in which the municipality 

is located, thus indirectly permitting both municipal and county offices. 

5-654, sponsored by Senator Brian Kennedy (R-Monmouth), which amends the law
• 

granting property tax exemptions for disabled veterans and their widows to provide 

that the widow of a veteran who was killed in action who has not remarried and is a 

resident of the State may receive a property tax exemption on her primary place of 

residence. 

A-267~ sponsored by Assembl~nan Vincent O. Pellechia (D-Passaic), which redu 

thp vpstinQ period in six State-administel'ed pension systems f)'om 15 years to 10 JI 
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