
INTRODUCED JANUARY 19, 1931 

By Mr. GRIMM 

Referred to Committee on Motor Vehicles and Traffic 
I,; .. ' ~ . 

AN Act·relati_ag to and regulating the sale and purchase of, transfer of title to, or trans­

fer of ponession of, motor vehicles, new and used, voluntary or involuntary, 

conditional·· or otherwise; requiring manufacturers' serial and motor numbers 

. thereon; ~requiring isuance of original bills of sale and/or assignments in original 

aDd duplicate original; requiring licensing of dealers of new and used motor 

vehicles·and giving Commiasioner of Motor Vehicles authority and power to issue 

such licenses and revoke same; giving licensed dealers of new motor vehicles 

authority to issue original bills of sale therefor; empowering Commissioner of 

Motor Vehiclei to refuse to grant registration certificate and plates for motor 

vehicles un1eu title papers comply with act; giving Commissioner of Motor 

Vehicles authority to make rules and regu•atiou11; providing penalties f.,r viola-

tiona; and repealing chapter one hundred . and sixty-eight, laws of one thousand 

nine hundred and nineteen, and amendments thereof. and acts and parts of acts 

inconsistent herewith. 

1 Ba IT IN ACTIO by the SIII/Jie attd General Assembly of the Stale of Nn~~ Jersey: 

1 1. Definitions. The terms used in this act, unless other meaning is clearly ap-

2 parent from the language or context, or unless such c:onstf\lction is inconsistent 

3 with the manifest intention of the Legislature, shall be construed as follows: 

4 (A) The tenn "new motor vehicle" means only a newly ~factured motor 

S vehicle,. and iDCiudes aU such vehicles propelled otherwise than by muaeular power, 

6 IDd moto_rcydes, trailers and tractors, excepting such vehicles as run only upon raila 
... : .-: ~: 1 

7 or tracb. 
- ·,;f..,i~ ~: :·•1 1· 'I'J : ~ ', 
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8 (B) The term "used motor vehicle" means every motor vehicle title to, or 

9 possession of, which has been transferred from the person who first acquired it 

10 from the manufacturer or dealer, and so used as to become what is commonly 

11 known as "second-hand" within the ordinary meaning thereof, and includes every 

12 motor vehicle other than a "new motor vehicle." 

13 {C) The term "any motor vehicle," or "every motor vehicle," or similar term, 

14 means and includes both new and user! motor vehicles. 

15 (D) The term "original bill of sale" means the original written instrument or 

16 document required to be executed and delivered by manufacturer or dealer to buyer 

17 for first sale of new motor vehicle; and "bill of sale" means instrument or document 

18 other than original bill of sale. 

19 (E) 'fhe term "assignment" means the written instrument or document re-

20 quired to be executed and delivered by seller to buyer for sale of any used motor 

21 vehicle. 

22 (F) The term "contract" shall mean conditional sale agreement, bailment, 

23 lease, chattel mortgage, trust receipt or any other form of security or possession 

(G) The term "title papers" shall mean and include original bill oi sale 

26 andjor original assignme11t or assignments, or other papers in conformity with this 

27 act, and/ or certificates issued by commissioner. 

28 (H) 'l'he term "Commissioner" shall mean the Commissioner of Motor 

Z9 Vehicles, his deputy or duly authorized agent. 

30 (I) The lcrlll "manufacturer" ll'eans the person who originally manufactured 

31 the motor vehicle. 

32 (J) The term "dealer" shall mean the agent, distributor or authorized dealer 

33 of the manufacturer of the new motor vehicle, and who has an established place of 

34 business. 

35 (K) The term "used motor vehicle dealer" shall mean any person who is en-

36 gaged in the business of selling, buying or dealing in used motor vehicles, and who 

37 has an established place of business. 

38 (L) The tenn "person" shall mean and include natural persons, firms or eo-

39 partnerships, corporations, association~, or other artificial bodies, receivers, trwtees, 
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40 common law or statutory assignees, executors, administrators, sheriffs, constables, 

41 marshals, or other persons in representative or official capacity, ami me111-

42 hers, officers, agents, employees, or other representatives of those hereinbefore 

43 enumerated; and the singular shall include the plural, and the masculine shall in-

44 elude the feminine and neuter, as requisite. 

45 (M) The term "buyer" shall mean and include purchaser, conditional vendee, 

46 lessee, bailee, transferee, chattel mortgagor, and any person buying, attempting to 

47 buy, or receiving any motor vehicle, under conditional sale contract, lease, bailment, 

48 transfer agreement, chattel mortgage, trust receipt or any other form of security or 

49 possession agreement, or legal successor in interest. 

50 (N) The term "seller" shall mean and include manufacturer, dealer, lessor, 

51 bailor, transferror, conditional vendor, chattel mortgagee, and any person selling, 

52 attempting to seU, or delivering any motor vehicle, under conditional sale contract, 

53 lease, bailment, transfer agreement, chattel mortgage, trust receipt or any other form 

54 of security or possession agreement, or legal successor in interest. 

55 (0) The terms "sell" or "sale" or "pnrchn~c" or any fom1 thereof shall mean 

56 and include absolute andjor voluntary sales nnll purchases, agreements to sell and 

57 purchase, bailments, chattel mortgages, leases, trust receipts and other forms of 

58 security agreement whereby any motor vehicles are sold and purchased, or n11;rced 

59 to be sold and purchased, involuntary, statutory and judicial sales, inheritance, devise 

60 or bequest, gift or any other form or manner of sale or agreement of ~ale thereof, 

61 or the giving or transferring possession of any motor vehicle to any person for 

62 permanent use, continued possession for thirty days or more to be construed :t~ 

63 permanent use. 

64 (P) The term "manufacturer's numbers'' shall mean the original manufac-

65 turer's serial number affixed or attached to, or imprinted upon, the body and/or 

66 chassis of any motor vehicle, and the original manufacturer's number affixed to, or 

67 imprinted upon, the engine or motor of any motor vehicle. 

2. Sale Contrary to Act Unlawful. It shall l11: unlawful to sdl and purchasl' 

2 any motor vehicle in this State, except in the manner an•J subject to the conditions 

3 herein provided. 
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J. Possession Without Title Papers Unlawful. It shall be unlawful for any 

.1 

4 

5 

2 person to have in his possession any motor vehicle in this State, unless he has title 

papers t Iwrd"r in conformity with the provisions and requirements of this act; 

prm·idcd, ft 1,7w.-cr, that if any such motor vehicle is registered in, or bears the 

registration plates of, another ~tate or country ami is being used or operated with-

(, in this Stall' hy virtue of reciprocity privilege extended to said motor vehicle, per-

7 son ot' othl·rwise, the person in possession thereof and/or using or operating same 

8 in thi, Stall' must be entitled to ownership nnrl/or possession in accordance with 

9 the bw~ of the Stale or country where the motor vehicle is registered, or the 

10 n·p;istration plates of which it bears. 

·L M<>tcor Vdtide Must Have Numbers. Every motor vehicle mttst have and 

2 rontaiu tnantdactnrcr's numbers, which numhers or any of them shall not be 

J ohlittTalrd, rr•t~cd, mutilated, rrmovecl or mis~ing; provided, lro'Wever, that this 

4 shall ilol aiTn~t thosl' persons authorized by law to have in their possession any 

S motor vchidc•s on which the tna.mt iartnrer·~ numbers have been ohliterated, erased, 

(, mut ibtcd, rl'llh>vcd or mis~in~. 

5. First Sail·, Ori~-:inal Bill of Sale Issuer! by Manufacturer or Licensed 

2 I lc·alcr. Whenc'\'l'l' a lll'W motor whiclc is sold within this State, the manufacturer 

.~ ot· dl·all·r ~hall e~c<'ttlc to buyer an ori~inal bill uf sale, in original and duplicate 

4 ori~-:inal. ~ignc<l nr duly executed by the manufacturer or dealer and the buyer with 

5 tlwir gcnninc name~ ancl addresses stated thereon, business and/or residence, wit-

6 nl·ssccl by two persons whose genuine names anrl residence ad<lresses also shall be 

7 "latccl llll'rmn. and acknowleclgetl bv ~aid seller before any person authorized, at 

~ thl• ti111e ni taking such acknowled~nH•nt, by the laws of rhis State to take the 

9 prn.,f~ atul aclmowlccl~ment~ of rlcecls or conveyances of lands, tenements and 

I 0 hen·•litaments, which hill of sale shall contain the manufacturer's numbers of the 

11 mnlnr whirle soh]. the name of the manu facturcr, the hon·c power, a general 

12 dl'scriptinn o[ thl' body, ancl the type nn<l model, and contract, if any, to which it 

U is suhjl'rt. and which shall be delivere<l to the bu•·er if it is 
110

t b' t 
J su jtct o contract, 

1-l otherwise to holdet· of said contract; "rovidcd lrow~·Ar tit t 1 h II h 
r • ' • , a no aea er s a ave 

15 power to issue bill of sale for such motor vehicle unles I' d he · 
. s •cense as retn pro-
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16 vided; and potJided, further, that no used niotor vehicle dealer shall have power to 

1? issue an original bill of sale for a new motor vehicle. 

6. After First Sale, Original Bill of Sale Assigned. In all sales after the 

2 new motor vehicle is sold by manufacturer or dealer, and in ever)· salt· of a nsro 

3 motor vehicle, except as set forth in section nine, the seller shall execute to buyer 

4 assignment, in the same form and manner as provided in section five, ami shall 

5 also deliver to buyer as set forth in said section bill of sale, and/or assignment or 

6 all assignments from the time the said motor vehicle was first sold. Bill of sale 

7 and/or assignment or all assignments for said motor vehicle from time fi•·st soltl 

8 shall at all times be kept and attached togethc·r. 

7. When Contract Performed, Title Papers Deli1•ered. If and when contract 

2 described in title papers has been performed by the buyer and title in the motor 

3 vehicle described therein is to vest in :;aid buyer, the seller shall deliver to buyer 

4 the title papers thereto executed as provided in section five, with proper evidence 

5 of satisfaction of said contract. Said contract shall contain a provision to thi' 

6 effect. 

8. Purchaser of Motor Vehicle M~o1st Submit Title Papers to the Commission-

2 er; Lost Papers. The purchaser of any motor vehiclt· within this !"tate shall. 

3 within five days after the purchase thereof, submit title papers from the titue the 

4 said motor vehicle was first sold, to the l'onuni,,ioncr. with filing frc of fifty cents, 

5 who shall stamp same, retain and file duplicate original and return originals to ~aid 

6 purchaser; ;rovidcd, howevl!r, if subject tn contract, it shall he cldiveretl to holder 

i thereof. If title papers are lost, upon proof hy affidavit ur othcrwis<' :1~ re<(ttirecl 

8 by the Commissioner, and if the Commissioner is satisfied of hona ficb of appli-

9 cation, he shall prepare copy of said title papers, certify same, and authorize their 

10 use in place and stead of originals with same effect :ts though originals. and makl· 

11 a charge for same of one dollar for certificate anti twenty-live <'cnts for each paper 

12 so lost. 

1 9. If Motor Vehicle Seized, Procedure and Delivery of 'l'itlc P:tper~ hy Officer. 

2 1£ motor vehicle is seized, levied upon, or attached and tal<cn into Jln~sc~siou, 

3 actually or .constructively, by virtue of judicial process issued by a court of con,-

4 petent jurisdiction in this State, or by virtue of any statute, State, Federal or other-
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7 ,,. '" .. ~.t ., r'· .. ~J .... ~ ..-~ "'1' • .,.. .. '"h-... ~ r. .... ~ .... "~. 

· S wise, it sball be the duty of the person from whose posstSSI~ . 
' . • .. Dt.4 • .,...,..;,..,.. ,.~-t...,tf· ... ,.l~ -:1 T ..... _:2;) '''.,_1•-:to''l 

6 taken, and without prejudice to his rights in the pRIIUSI9, . 
' • . ..1. ''·· -.l . ~v ~ ~ ..,t.? ~ .. ··::fl r ... ~~ .:.,(, ·_qlp,·l!' t 
'I render ~ title papers to the commissioner, and ~ ofticer or 
. . ' . , ·'. ,r~ . . . -. ,.. ...... ..... .• ~"""" f. 
8 immediately file with the commissioner a notice in writiuc an.;;,....-. 

• ,,. ~ • ' l• : ~ •.•• ~ . • • '+_- ...... : .. f't':' .. 

9 of motor vehicle 31 provided in section &ve, and ~ and . ." . . . . . ' . ' . . .. .. .. .. - . . . .., ' ".,. 
10 whom taken, and attach copy of process or statutory or other. W said 

,., '••-~ ...• ·~·•f.,. ·,l'itP.··: 
11 notice, and if said ~r vehicle is sold in pursuance thereof, the . .,_ ~ ~. 

. . ... -·~ ..... _.-~...,..; t~. -'f.- ... 
12. the motor ~ehicle shall execute and deliver to the buyer ~t said. sale bill ~t ·~ in 

. . .............. ~ "'"': -
1l the same form and manner as provided in section five, and also COil~ the 

• • < • ;.' -· • • • f - ' ~ • ~"'. (' 

14 name and address of person from whom taken; and a copy of the writ, Order, 
.' f,l t, I 

15 decree, execution or other process under which said motor vehicle is sold sbaD be 
I . i . . ~. ,. * 

16 attached thereto, and copy of notice of sale, said notice of sale to contain descri~ 
. . 

1'1 tion. of said motor vehicle as required by this act; and if sale is he1cl b)- a bailift 
.. 

18 or attorney-in-fact for a lienor, said lienor shall also execute said biU of sa1e. The 

19 commissioner, upon due application to him by said buyer at sale, may deliver .the 

20 title papers surrendered to him as aforesaid. 

1 10. Procedure in Case of Defectiv"e or Improper Title Papers; Proofs and 

2 Notice Required. If title papers are defective or improper, or same are not sub-

3 mitted to the l.umuus!iluuer as and within time requtred by tbis act, or in case the 

4 motor vehicle was purchased and the sale of the same consummated in another state 

5 or country, where the 11aid sale was made in acoordance with laws of that· state or 

6 country regulating the sale of motor vehicles. and not made for the purpose of evad· 

? ing the provisions of this act, bona fide owner of the motor vehicle may apply to 

8 the commissimter to correct said defec:t or defects, or pennit same to be received, 

9 and upon proofs being submitted to the commissioner, with or without hearing, 

10 showing that In his judgment it is jUst and equitable that said defect or defects be 

11 .corrected, or that said title papers be received, and that said holder appean to be 

12 the bona fide owner of_ said motor vehicle, then upon such_ proofs by af&divit or 

13 otherwise as the comn1issioner may prescn"be, said commissioner may 1uue ldl aertlfi· 

14 cate, correcting said defect or defects, or permitting title papers to 1Je ~ pd 

.~ 15 &ted as aforesaid, which certi&cate .U be ·annexed to said tttte ,.pen·i'nd fleit 
16 with same at all times, for whidt certificate the commissioner aWl ei!WP• a fee 

http:r....,.�
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17 of one dollar: proflided, J&owl!fler, that before issuing such certificate the com-
r:tltn: · .r'~· ' ';; c 

18 missioner may, in his discretion, require said person to advertise notice in news-
1 1l 

19 paper having a general circulation in the county where he resides for space of two 
; ~.,-: -.) .~ .··~ !' j• ·' 

20 weeks, at least once a week, making three in:.ertions in all, said notice to brieRy set 

21 forth that said person has applied to the commissioner to correct defect or defects 

22 in motor vehicle title papers or to receive same out of time, or as case may he, 

23 description of motor vehicle as provided in section live, and that i { anybody drsirrs 

24 to be heard in opposition thereto he may do so hy appearing before the ('onnuis-

25 sioncr on date and place, or communicatin~: with him prior thereto. and :dso to serve 

26 like notice on local police, State police, and such other person m· ag·ency as p•·e-

27 scribed by the eommissioner, personally or hy •·e~:istered mail. and proofs nf said 

28 publication and service submitted· to the commissioner. 'rite connnissioncr, his agent 

29 or inspector may have notice advertised and/or served at cost ami expense nf said 

30 person. 

II. Title Papers in Case of Purchase Prior to Act. In the e\'CIIl any motor 

2 vehicle was purchased prior to the going into effect of thi·s :l('t, the sclll'l' :mil hnyer 

3 shall execute bill of sale in the ~ame form and manner as provided in scrlinn live; 

4 provided, J&owever, that title papers required hy chatllcr one lmndrl·d ~ixty·ei~ht of 

5 the laws of nineteen hundred and nineteen, entitled "An act rclatinJ.! to and rc):!nlat· 

6 ing the sale and purchase of motor vehicles requiring presem·e oi mannf:tl'turcr's 

7 number on same, requiring issuance of bill of sale and assignment of sanll', and 

8 providing penalties therefor," approved :\pril fiftt>enth, one tl~<>usmnl nine hnndrecl 

9 and nineteen, and amendments thereof, arc attachcclto and nm(lc 11art of saicl hill of 

10 sale and submitted therewith. 

12. Registration and Plates Not Jsssued Without Proper Title l'atJCI". Till' 

2 Commissioner of Motor Vehicles shall rcfnse to J,>'l'ant registration t•ertilicatt' ami 

3 plates for· a motor vehicle, unless the owner shall furnish to the connnissioner or hi~ 

4 agent title papers in conformity with the provisions of this act, in aclclition to the 

5 requirements of chapter two hundred eight oi the laws of nin(•tcen hnnclrecl ancl 

6 twenty-one, entitled "An act defining motor vehicles and providing for thl' rc~:istra-

. . ., . . 1 f fi '11g rules regulating 
7 tion of the same and the licensing of the clrivers t 1ereo ; XI 

8 t~e ~se a~d ~~ of motor v~hicles; fixing the amount of lircnsl' and registration 
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.. 9. fee; preserving and regu1atiog process and the service thereof and~·~~ 

10 the violation of the provisiolis of the act and peaalties for said 'Vio1atiofts/~. 
. .· ~-· .. •. 

11 April eighth, one thousand nine hundred and tweaty-cme, and ~.~~ 

12 and supplements thereto. If motor vehicle is subject to COJltlad:, the regtstMtitm. 

13 certificate sballso state. 

J 13. All Dealers Required To Be Licensed: Annual Fee. No person sbaU ell-

2 gage in the business of buying, selling or dealing in any motor vehicles witllin this 

J State, unless the person shall be authorized to do the same under .the provisions of 

4 this act. The commissioner may, upon appJication in such form as he may presc:ribe. 

S license any proper person as such dealer; for such liceose an annual fee of ten 

6 dollars shall be paid, license shall be i5sued for calendar year, and renewed from 

1 year to year upon payment of a similar fee. 

1 14. Suspension Or Revocation Of Dealer's License After Hearing; Review By 

2 Supreme Court. The Commissioner may suspend for period less tJtan the unexpired 

3 term of the license or revoke any license, after hearing, for violation of any of the 

4 provisions of this act or any rules or regulations made by said commissioner under . 
S authority hereof. The Commissioner shall, before suspending or revoking license, 

6 and at least ten days prior to the date set for the hearing, notify in writing the 

7 holder of such licettPe ot "'"' ·• .. •Jf"'~ made, and shall aff~:.r<t such licensee an 

8 opportunity to be heard in person or by counsel. Such written notice may be 

9 served either personally or by registered mail addressed to the last known address 

10 of such licensee. 'l'he commissioner shall have power to subpc:ena and bring before 

11 him any person in . this State, or take testimony by deposition, in the same manner 

12 as prescribed by law in judicial proceedings in the courts of this State. The Su-

13 preme Court shall have power to review any final decisicn or determination of the 

14 commissioner; providf'd, that application is made to the Supreme Court by the 

1 S aggrieved person within thirty days after such determination. Such application to 
• 

16 the Supren1e Court shall be made by petition to any justice of said court,, and said 

17 justice shall have power to hear and dispose of the matter in a summary manner.· 

1 15. Title Papers Must Be In Possession Of Dealer; Otherwise Motor Vehicles. 

,a. May Be Seiaed And Sold. AD dealers within. this State shall have tide papers for aU 

· ·.1 motor vehicles in their possession; and the commissioner, either per1011111y. or by 
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4 agent or motor vehicle inspector, shall have the right to de111and production of, and 

5 examine, title papers for any and all motor vehicles in possession of any dealer, 

6 and to examine and inspect all motor vehicle~ iu their possession. If demand 1s 

7 not complied with, or if there are no title paperg for motor vehicle or vehicles in 

8 possession of any dealer, or if same are not in confonnity with this act, the conunis-

9 sioner or his agent or motor vehicle inspector may ~eize and take possession of 

10 such motor vehicle or vehicles, and hold and detain sante uutil title papers arc pro-

11 duced or same are corrected, if defectiVl', or ownrrship oi any sudt motor ,.chirll· is 

12 established according to law. ancl after expirati011 oi ninety <lap irom tlw tl:ttt• surh 

13 motor vehicle came into his po~;session, tlt1· cnunnis~iont•r may ~ell same at puhlir sale, 

14 upon at least ten days' written notice o i salt- lo <k-all·r, ~en-etl per~nnally M hy 

I 5 registered mail, addrc~sc<l to the dealer at his la,;t known Jll:u:-c of hn . .;inr.~~. anti upon 

16 notice of such sale being published for space oi two \H'I'ks, olll'l' a \\'l'l-k. maldnJ! 

17 three insertions in all. in one or more ncws1mpcrs puhlislll'<l and rirrulatiu~-: in this 

18 State, and also by posting such notice in live puhlir plan·s in thi~ St:1tc, sai<l tll'ws-

19 papers and places of posting to he dc~ig-nated hy said <'olllllli~.,jont•r. I ~pun till' ~:all-

20 of such motor vehicles all valid liens and claims ior intcn·~l llwrt•iu. i i :Ill\'. ~hall 

21 be transferred from saitl vehicles to proceeds of ,;;al1·. whit-h. suhjnr llwrl'lo. "hall 

22 become the sole property of the State, to he u~cd a' othn ""''''Y' n·n·in·d 1•_1 Jlu· 

23 Commissioner of Motor Vehicles. 

16. Conunissiolll'T l'n·scrilx: and ~upply !:""''' and Flllilkd '" l\<'111111 "' 

2 Unused Portion; and May Seize Samt' "r Orlwr Tirlr· l'.qwr-

3 shall have the power to pn~scribc and '"1'1'1.1 i .. nr;- •'I J,jJI. " 1 

4 ments, and such other form> n<Jnisill· under riJi, :~1'1. :•lid ·" 1.1 111111'(·•1 \ ttl111 ... -• • 1 Ill 

5 nishcd to any person shall he and remain I he propr·rr 1 "' rlu· ~Ia!<' ' 111" -lo.dl 1•• 

6 returned on demaml tt 1 the l'<>llillli"sioncr or lll<>l<>r 1 daidt• iu-pn·tnr. whn -hall 

7 h · 1 t. ,· 11 11 f ~·tllll' or ·mv other titlt• papns to whirh ave power to setzc an< ta"e posse~" " · • • . 

I · 1 · 1111 lt·r dnl\ to return to tlw 8 the commissioner may be entitled or 11· 11r a Jll'r"'11 " ' . 

9 (II• t,l·.tl·e within rhi.- ~t;att· with all tlw rij!ht~. privi-commissioner, from any person 

10 .r •·v Jaw 1111011 all utlir1·r 1·xt·rntinj! a writ oi n~plt•vin. leges and immunities cunierreu u, 

I 
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1 17. Title Papers Returned to Commissioner When Motor Vehicle Junked, Etc . 
. ! .• 

2 Whenever any motor vehicle is scrapped, destroyed or junked, or a person pertru~,-

3 nently parts with possession thereof, other ,than by sale and transfer of title papers 

«<ii 
4 to buyer in accordance with this act, he shall immediately surrender and deliver 

5 said title papers to the commissioner. 

18. Penalties. Any person knowingly or wilfully violating any of the pro-

• 2 visions of this act, or knowingly or wilfully making any misrepresentation or 

3 false statement in any title papers or pap~rs submitted to the commissioner in con-

4 nection therewith, or who purchases, receives or obtains any motor vehicle or names 

S and addresses of witnesses on any title paper in violatic•n of this act, or forging, 

6 changing or counterfeiting any part of title papers, or misrepresenting the number 

7 or numbers placed upon any motor vehicle by the manufacturer, or in any other 

8 manner misrepresenting the tlescription of any motor vehicle, or using title papers 

9 on or for any wrong motor vehicle, with intent to evade or violate the require-

10 tuents of thi~ act, shall he deemerl guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 

II thereof shall be punb;hcd by a fine not to exceed two thousand dollars or by 

imprisonment not to exceed two years, or both, at the discretion of the court, and 

shall immediately return title papers involved to the commissioner. 

IIJ. Act Enforced by Commissioner; Rules and Regulations. The enforcement 

2 of this act shall be entrusted to the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, and he is 

3 hereby authorized and empowered to make rules and regulations necessary in his 

4 judgn1,.nt for the .tdministration anrl enforcement of this act in addition hereto 

S but not inconsistent herewith. 

1 20. Repealer and Saving Clause. Chapter one hundred sixty-eight of the laws 

Z of nineteen hundred and nineteen, entitled "An act relating to and regulating the 

3 sale and purchase of motor vehicle.~ requiring presence oi manufacturer's number 

4 on same, requiring issuance of bill Gf aale and assignment of same. and providing 

5 penalties therefor," as amended by e~ter two hundred and forty-seven of the laws 

6 of nineteen hundred and twenty, chapter one hundred and ninety-five of the laws 

'I of nineteen hundred and twenty-four, chapter eighty-nine of the tawa of nineteen 

8 hundred and twenty-five, and al.l acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are 
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9 hereby repealed. Howi!'IJef', this act shall not be considered as a repeal of any of 

10 the provisions of chapter two hundred and eight of the laws of nineteen hundred 

11 and twenty-one, entitled "An act defining motor vehicles and providing for the regis-

12 tration of the same and the licensing of the drivers thereof; fixing rules regulating 

13 the use and speed of motor vehicles; fixing the amount of license and registration 

14 fees; preseribing and regulating process and the service thereof ancl proceedings 

15 for the violation of the provision of the act and penalties for said violations.'" an<l 

16 acts amendatory thereof and supplemental thereto, except chapter two hundre<l and 

17 fifty-seven of the laws of nineteen hundred and twenty-six. 

21. Interpretation. This act shall he so interpretc<l and eonstruccl a~ to "rfft't·-

2 tuate its general purpose to regulate and control title~ to, and posst•ssion oi. all 

3 motor vehicles in this State, so as to pn•vent the .~ale. purelwse, <lispo~al. pnsst•ssilln, 

4 use or operation of stolen motor vehicles, or motor vL•hirll'S with frmulnk·nt titk~. 

5 within this State. 

22. Short Title. This act may be known and cite<l as the "!\!ntor V1·hirlt-

2 Bill of Sale Law.'' 

23. In Case Part Unconstitutional. Other l':u·ts Not !\ffl·•·te<l. If a11~ p;trl "' 

2 parts of this act shall he declared unconstitutional. tlw ollll·r p:u·ts tlwr .... f -h:tll ""' 

3 thereby be affected or impairer!. 

24. Date Effective. This act shall takl· crrl·rt the tir,t .\:11 "' j11i1. ""'' til"" 

2 sand nine hundred and thirty-om·. 
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AS-S,EMBLY, No. 51 

STATE: OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 19, 1931 

By Mr. GRIMM 

Referred to Committee on Motor Vehicles and Traffic 

AN Ac::r relating to and regulating the sale and purchase of, transfer of title to, or trans-

fer of possession of, motor vehicles, new and used, voluntary or involuntary, 

conditional or otherwise; requiring manufacturers' serial and motor numbers 

thereon; requiring isuanee of original bills of sale and/or assignment!= in original 

and duplicate original; requiring licensing of dealers of new and used motor 

vehicles and giving Commissioner of Motor Vehicles at1thority and power to issue 

such licenses and revoke same; giving licensed dealers of new lllotor vehicles 

autho~ity to issue original bills of sale therefor; empowering Commissioner of 

Motor Vehicles to refuse to grant registration certificate and plates for motor 

vehicles unless title papers comply with act; giving Commissioner of Mo ... 

Vehicles authority to make rules aml regulations; providing penalties for vinla· 

tions; and repealing chapter one hundred and sixty-eight. laws of one th•m,antl 

nine hundred and nineteen, and amendments thereof, and acts ;,nd Jmrts of al"t" 

inconsistent herewith. 

1 BJt IT !NACTltD by the Scnat~ and C:e11crnl Asscm/Jiy nf tlu• State of Nrw lc·r.fr'y: 

1 1. Definitions. The terms used in this act. unless otlll'r meaning- is ckar1.1 ap 

2 parent from the language or context, or unless such construction is inconsistcnt 

3 with the manifest intention of the Legislature, shall be constnted as follows: 

4 (A) The tenn "new motor vehicle" means only a newly manufactured motor 

5 vehicle, and includes all such vehicles propelled otherwise than by muscular power, 

6 and motorcycles, trailers and tractors, excepting such vehicles as run only upon rails 

'I or tracks. 
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9 possession of, which bas been trausfc:rred from the person who first &cq1Jired it 

10 from the manufacturer or dealer, and so used u to become w~ris r-?~ 

11 known as "Kcond-hand" within the ordinary meaning thereOf, and induclcs<C:very 

12 motor vehicle other than a "new motor vehicle." 

13 (C) The term "any motor vehicle;• or "every motor vehicle." or siniilar term, 

14 means and includes both new and used motor vehicles. 

15 (D) The term "original bill of sale" means the original written instrument or 

16 document required to be executed and delivered by manufacturer or dealer to buyer 

17 for first sale of new motor vehicle; and "bill of sale" means instrument or dnctJmeut 

18 other than original bill of sale. 

19 (E) 'fhe term "assignment" means the written instrument or document re-

20 quired to be executed and delivered by seller to buyer for sale of any used motor 

21 vehicle. 

22 (F) The term "contract" shall mean conditional sale agreement, bailment, 

23 lease, chattel mortgage, trust receipt or any other form of security or possession 

24 agreement, wherein and whereby possessiou of any motor vehicle is delivered to the 

24}11 buyer and title therein is to vest in the buyer at a subsequent time upon the payment 

24 y.; of part or all of the price, or 1· .'erf,.,rmance of any other cou. 1ition or happen-

24~ ing of any contingency, or upon the payment of a sum substantially equivalent to 

24~ the value uf said motor vehicle, by which contract it is agreed that the buyer is bound 

24~ to l.lccome, or bas the option of becoming, the owner of said motor vehicle upon full 

24iJ'4 compliance with the terms uf the said contract; and "abstract of contract" means the 

24~ original written abstract of said contract required to be executed and delivered by 

25 seller of liaid motor Vl"hic:le to buyer, in addition to said contract. 

25~ (G) 'l'he tct·m "title papers" shall mean and include original bill of sal~, ab-

26 stract of contract and/or original assignment or assignments, or other papers in 

27 confonnity with this act, and/or certificates issued by commissioner. 

28 (H) 'l'be temt "Commissioner" shall mean the Commissioner of Motor 

29 V e,hicles, his deputy or duly authorized agent. 

30 (I) The tenn "manufacturer" means the person who origiaally ~factored 

31 the motor vehicle. 
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32 ·· ,. '(J:)'';··~L~®' •JSU'' sball mean the agent, distributor or authorized dealer 

33 of·the;~nuf~·-of the new motor vehicle, and who has an established place of 

34 busineu> -:Y, >, •;· · 

35 (r~) TbC term ~;UICd motor vehicle dealer" shall mean any person who is en-

36 gaged "m the business of seUing, buyiug or dealing in used motor vehicles, aJ!d who 

37 has an e.iablilhed place of business. 

38 (L) ·The term "person" shall mean and include natural persons, firms or co-

39 partnersbipsj corporations, association;, or other artificial bodies, receivers, trustees, 

40 common law or ·statutory assignees, executors, administrators, sheriffs, constables, 

41 marshals; or other persons in representative or official capacity, and mem-

42 bers, officers, _agents, employees, or other representatives of those hereinbefore 

43 enumerated-; and the singular shall include the plural, and the masculine shall in-

44 elude the.feminine and neuter, as requisite. 

45 (M) The term "buyer" shaD mean and include purchaser, conditional vP.ndee, 

46 lessee, bailee, transferee, chattel mortgagor, and any person buying, attempting to 

47 buy, or receiving any motor vehicle, under conditional sale contract, lease, bailment, 

48 transfer agreement, chattel mortgage, trust receipt or any other form of security or 

49 possession agreement, or legal. successor in interest. 

SO (N) The tez:m "seller'' shall mean and include manufacturer, dealer, lessor, 

51 bailor, transferror, conditional vendor, chattel mortgagee, and any person seum5, 

52 attempting to sell, or delivering any motor vehicle, under conditional sale contract, 

53 lease, bailment, transfer agreement, chattel mortgage, trust recei1Jt or any other form 

54 of security or possession agreement, or legal successor in interest. 

55 (0) The terms "sell" or "sale" or "purchase" or any form thereof shall mean 

56 and include absolute and/or voluntary sales and purchases, agreements to sell and 

Si' purchase, baibnents, chattel mortgages, leases, trust receipts and other forms of 

58 security agreement whereby any motor vehicles are sold and purchased, or agreed 
' 

59 to be sold and purchased, involuntary, statutory and judicial sales, inheritance, devise 

60 or bequest, gift or any other form or manner of sale or agreement of sale thereof, 

61 or the giving o.- transferring possession of any motor vehicle to a~y person for 

62 permanent use, continued possession for sixty days or more to he coustrncd as 

63 permanent u1e. 
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64 . (P) The term "manufac:turer's numbers" shall nqn· ~·,,O~ .. ~(ae-

65 turef's serial number aflixed or attached to, or imprinted ~. ~,:~j.~/or 

66. chassis of any motor vebicle, and the original manufacturer's DUigber.·~~:to .. or 

67 imprinted upon, the engine or motor of any motor vehicle. 

1 2. Sale Contrary to Act Unlawful. It shall be unlawful to sell and purchase 

2 any motor vehicle in this State, except in the manner anti subject to tlte conditions 

3 herein provided. 

1 3. Every person must have title papers or registration certificate, or both, other-

2 wise motor vehicle may be seized. Every person shall have for every motor vehicle 

3 in his possession in this State title papers therefor in conformity with the provisions 

4 of this act, and, if said motor vehicle is registered by the commissioner and registra-

S tion certificate has been issued therefor, registration certificate for said motor vehicle, 

6 and produce said title papers or registration certificate, or both, upon demand by the 

7 commissioner or motor vehicle inspector, otherwise the commissioner or motor vehicle 

8 inspector may seize and take possession 01 ~ .. 1.:1 motor vehicle, and hold, and dispose of, 

9 same in accordance ~-..ith section fifteen hereof; provided, however, that if any such 

10 motor vehicle is registered in, or bears the registration plates of, another State or 

11 county and is being used or operated with in this Sta;te, the person in possession thereof 

12 and/or using or operating same in this State nittst · · ' i to o·~·nrrship ~nd/or 

13 possession in accordance with the laws of the State or country where the motor ve-

14 hide is regi!lt••recl, or the regi'ltration pia tes of which it hears, and shall produce to the 

15 conunissioner or n1otor vehicle inspector documents showing title to, or right of pos-

16 session in, said motor vehicle in said pe•·son or in the person who has authorized him 

17 to use and operate said motor vehicle, or tegistration certificate or other evidence of 

18 registration, besides plates, issued by saicl State or country or department thereof to 

19 said person, or to person who has authorized him to use and operate said motor 

20 vehicle, evidencing the registration of said motor vehicle in said State or country, or 

21 both: a"d fwovided, furthw, that where :my motor Yehicle is in the possession of any 

22 garage keeper, motor vehicle dealer, both new and used, or motor vehide service sta-

23 tion in this State, the production of a writing signed by person delivering possession 

24 of said motor vehicle to said garage keeper, dealer or service station setting forth 

25 that said person is the owner or entitled to the possession of said motor vehicle and 
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26 .bas -:title .paper&: or' registration certificate therefor shall be deemed a compliance with 

2'1 this;;~~itlso~r.:as said:garage keeper, dealer and -service station are concerned. 

:r: :'-A. ,Mbtor~V:eiaide MUst: Have Numbers. Every motor vehicle must have and 

2; coptBinL:maauifa .. 's · ~. which numbtrs or.· any of them shall not be 

3 obliterated, erased, mutilated, removed or missing; prOflided, ltOfiHW,, that this 

4· ahall- nOt a&et· lthoie persons authorized by law to have in their possession any 

5 motOr ftbiell!s on which the manufacturer's numbtrs have been obliterated, erased, 

6 mutilated~~ removed or ntiuing; aKd provided furt/141', that if motor is temporarily 

7 chang.!d; CQntitiis·sioner shan be notified in writing of such change within five (S) 

8 days thereafter. 

1 S. First Sale, Original BiU of Sale Issued by Manufacturer or Licensed 

2 Dealer. Whenever a new motor vehicle is sold within this State, the manufacturer 

3 or dealer shall execute and deliver to buyer in case of absolute sale an original bill of 

4 sale, or in case other than absolute sale, abstract llf contract in original anti \lupiknte 

4~ original, signed or duly executed by the manufacturer or dealer and the buyer with 

S their genuine names and addresses stat~<i thereon, business and/or residence, wit· 

6 neased by two per&Onl whose genuine names and rt;;;i~~.tc:e addreases also shall be 

7 stated thereon, and aclaiowledged by said seller before any person authorized, at 

8 the time of taking such aclmowledgment, by the laws·- of this State to take the 

9 proofs and aeknowledgments of deeds or conveyances of lands, tenements and 

10 hereditaments, whirJo biD of sale shall contain the manufacturer's numbers of the 

11 motor vehicle eotd, the name of the manufacturer, the horse power, a general 

12 description of the body, if any, and the type and model, and coutract, if an~·. to 

13 which it is subject; prorlidtd, however that no dealer shall have power to issur such 

14 original bill of sale or abstract of contract for !lllCh motor vehicle unless licl•nsed as 

15 herein provided; and f't'orlidtd, further, that no used motor vehicle dealer shall have 

1~ power to issue art original bill of sale for n new motor vehicle unless he is also the 

17 dealer for said new motor vehicle and licensed as provided bertin. 

1 6. After First Sale, Original Bill of Sale Assigned. In all sales after the 

2 new motor vehicle is sold by manufacturer or dealer, and in every sale of a uaed 

. . · h 11 r shall execute to buyer 
3 motor vehicle, except as set forth 1n sect10n nme, t e se e 
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4 assignment, in the same form and manner as proVided in secticmifi~l:and~ shall 

5 also deliver to buyer as set forth in said section biD of sale, and/or.~ent or 

6 all assignments from the time the said motor vehicle was first sold. ·All ti.tte 

7 papers for said motor vehicle from tim~ first. sold shall at aD times be:~ and 

8 attached together. 

1 7. When Contract Perfonned, Title Papers Delivered. If and when contract 

2 described in title papers has been perfonned by the buyer and title in the motor 

3 vehicle described therein is to vest in said buyer, the seller shall deliver 'to buyer 

4 the title papers thereto executed as provided in section nve, with proper mdence 

S of satisfaction of said contract. Said contract shall contain a provision to this 

6 effect. 

1 8. Purchaser of Motor Vehicle Must Submit Title Papers to the Commission-

2 er; Lost Papers. The purchaser of any motor vehicle within this State other than dealer 

3 shatt, within five days after the purchase thereof, submit tide papen from the time 

4 the said motor vehicle was first sold, to the Commissioner, with filing fee of fifty cents, 

S who shatl stamp same, retain and file duplicate original and return originals to said 

6 purchaser; provided, however, if subject to contract, the tide papers, with exception 

'l of duplicate original abstract of contnct, in case of sale of used motor vehicle, 

8 shall be returned to seller in said contract. If title t""l:''" ~ r, rc lo&L, upt::n proof 

9 by affidavil or otherwise as required by the Commissioner, and if the Commis-

10 s:_ner is satisfied of bona fides of application, he shall prepare copy of said title 

11 papers, certify same, and authorize their use in place and stead o£ ,.riginals with 

12 same effect as though originals, and make a charge for same of one dollar for 

13 certificate and twenty-five cents for each paper so lost. 

1 9. If Motor Vehicle Seized, Procedure and Delivery of Title Papers by Officer. 

2 If motor vehicle is seized, levied upon,· or attached and taken into possession, 

3 actually or constructively, by virtue of judicial process issued by a court of com-

4 petent jurisdiction in this State, or by virtue of any statute, State, Federal or other· 

5 wise, it shall be the duty of the person from whose possession such motor vehicle was 

6 taken, and without prejudice- to his rights in the premises, to sur­

'/ render the tide papers to the commissioner upon written notice or demand from 

8 Commissioner, and the officer or person aforesaid shall immediately file with the 
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7 

9 ~ss.ioner a .notice in writing giving a full description of motor vehicle as 

10 provided in section five, and name and address of person from whom taken, 

11 and attach copy of process or statutory or other authority to said notice, and 

12 if said motor vehicle is sold in pursuance thereof, the officer so selling the 

12~ motor vericle shall execute and deliver to the buyer at said sale bill of sale in 

13 the same form and manner as provided in section five, and also containing the 

14 name and address of person from whom taken; and a copy of the writ, order, 

15 decree, execution or other proc:ess under which said motor vehicle is sold shall be 

16 attached thereto, and copy of notice of sale, said notice of sale to contain dcscrirl-

17 tion of said motor vehicle as required by this act; and if sale is held by a bailiff 

18 or attorney-in-fact for ~ lienor, said lienor shall also execute said bill of sale. 'J'he 

19 commissioner, upon due application to him by said buyer at sale, ntay deliver the 

20 title papers surrendered to him as aforesaid. 

1 10. Procedure in Case of Defective or Improper Title l'apers; l'roufs ' '.1 

2 Notice Required. If title papers are defective or improper, or same arc not sub-

3 mitted to the ·commissioner as and with in time required !Jy this act if motor is 

4 permanently changed, or in case the motor vehicle was pu-r-h,~ed and the sale of the 

5 same consummated in anoth!!r state or country, where the said sale w:ts made in 

6 accordance with laws of that state or country •·egulating the sale of motor vehit·lt•s, 

7 and not made for the purpose of evading the provisio11s of this act, hona fide 

8 ownc~ of the motor vehicle may apply to the commissioner to rorrcrl !'aitl ddert 

8Ya or defects, or permit s::.me to be receivctl changl' 1111111hl'r oi motnt' "' ··hang<'ol, 

9 and upon proofs being submitted to th1: eommissimw1·, with "'" without he:mng, 

10 showing that in his judgment it is just and equitable that said 1ldt·rl nr .tl'fccts he 

11 corrected, or that said title papers be received, and that said holder appt·ars to he 

12 the bona fide owner of said motor vehicle, then upon surh proofs hy :11lidavit nr 

13 otherwise as the commissioner may prescribe, said colmnissiom·r may issue his eertili-

14 cate, correcting said defect or defects, or pcnHittin~ title papers to be ren·ivl'd and 

15 filed as aforesaid, which certificate shall !Je annexed tu said title papers anti kept 

16 with same at all times, for which certificate .the commissioner shall charge a fl'C 

1i' of one dallar; ,rOflided, however, that before issuing such ccrtilicatc the cum-

18 m, • • hi d' ret' n require . said person to advertise notice in news­•ssaoner may, an a tsc 10 , 



i2 in'':mbtor 'Vehicle' title papers or to recrive same out of tini!~' oi":iil~~~,c,~j 'be, 

2"3 'description of motor vehicle as· provided in section five, and • tbat if:~jn~(ic!Sires 

2~ tO 'be heard in opposition thereto he may do so by appearing before··~'~s-

25;·siooer on date and place, or communicating with him prior thereto, ancf81SC)to·5erve 

26 iik~ notice on local police, State police, and such other person or · qency' as pre-

27 scribed by the commissioner, personally or by registered mail, and proofs of said 

28 publication and service submitted to the commissioner. The commissioner, his &gent 

-
29 or inspector may have notice aforesaid advertised and/or served at cost and expense 

30 of said person. 

1 11. Title Papers in Case of Purchase Prior to A--t. In the event any motor 

2 vehicle was purchased prior to the going into effect of this act, and in case of sale-

3 thereafter the seller and buyer shall execute title papers in the same form and manner 

4 as provided in section five; provided, howt!Ver, that title papers required by chapter one 

5 hundred sixty-eight of the laws of nineteen hundred and nineteen, entitled .. An act 

6 relating to and re~:;Ltlating the sale and purchase of motor vehicles requiring presence 

7 of manufa«:turer's number on same, requiring issuance of bill of sale and assignment 

8 of same, and providing penalties therefor," approved April fifteenth, one thousand 

9 nine hundred and nineteen, and amendments thereof shall be submitted therewith. 

1 12. Registration and Plates Not Issued Without Proper Title Papers. The 

2 Commissioner of Motor Vehicles may refttse to grant registration certificate and 

3 plates for a motor vehicle, unless there shalt be furnished to the commissioner or his 

4 agent title papers in confonnity with the provisions of this aet, in addition to the 

5 requirements of chapter two hundred eight of the laws of nineteen hundred and 

6 twenty-one, entitled "An act defining motor vehicles and providing for the registra-

7 tion of the same and the licensing of the drivers thereof; fixing ,.ulea regulating 

8 tht use and speed of motor vehicles; fixing the amount of license and registration 

':~-~~: preserving and regulating process and the service thereof and proceedings for 

~)0 ~e' .aolatioh of tht provisions of the ac:t and penalties for said 'Yiolatior..,'t. approved 



1 , .. if.~ :icil~k~,,- ,R(quired To Be Licensed; ~nnual Fee. No person shall en-

2, ~'~~;1h~)#.S~Il~!l of b~ying, selling or dealing in any motor vehicles within this 
' -,~· ,- -· '. 

3. ~~'~Ji'\~';~,J!~~~n shall be authorized to do the same under the provisions of 
, ..•. , ,·."' -__ ;_, . '<-. .. ;:- ', 

4 ~~~f-~~f,_,:i~~,~~iQPer may, upon application in such form as he may prescribe, 

S I!~~ Mi P~ penon as such dealer ; for such license fee of ten dollars for the 
;. =·-·-·-·- '-.-· '•'.-" ,._,_, 

6 fir~'),'~~~,"~~JIJ:)~_paid, license shall be issued for calendar year, and renewed from 
' ·. :·. ; -~ 

7 ye81'"~ ~r ~~eafter without payment of any renewal fee. 
'· . -~-' ·"' .. ', .. ',_. 

1 · ~f,;~~~ion Or Revocation Of Dealer's License After Hearing; Review By 

2 S~e~e,;.~urt. The Commissioner may suspend for period less than the unexpired 
. ' ·-.'( .:i ,_ 

3 te~:-~t-~e_license or revoke any license, after hearing, for violation of any of the 

4 pr~i~i~ 9f this act or any rules or regulatiuus 1~1ade by said commission~. ''"(lt"r 
'" f_. · .. ,?' .,~ ;. •• 

S a~thori.ty __ hereof. The Commissioner shall, before suspending or revoking license, 
. '~·;",,•.-,, -.. :,. . 

6 and .a.t:l~t ten days prior to the date set for the heariitg, notify in writing the 
·.;; .- .,.. . . 

7_ hoi~~ •_of such license of any charges made, and i1 ·" afford ~uch licensee an 

8 oppg~nity to be heard in person or by counsel. Such written notice may be 

. 9 serve4 either personatly or by registered mail addressed to the last known addrrss 

10 of a~c:h Ji~see. The commissioner '>hall have power to subpa:na anti bring before 

11 him any pe~ in thi11 State, or take estimony by deposition, in the same mamwr 

12 as prescribed by law in judicial proceedings in the courts of this State. ami shall 

12~ also issue and deliver to said dealer such subprenas as arc rcqnrstccl hy him. 'l'hc :-;u-

13 premc Court shall have power to review any final decision or determination of the 

14 commissioner; /'f'oflidtd, that application is made to the Supreme Court hy the 

15 aggrieved person within thirty days after such determination. Such appliratinu to 

16 the S\Jpretne Court shatl be made by petition to :my justice of saicl court, and said 

17 juati,c;e shall have power to bear and dispose of the matter in a sununary manner. 

1 , 15 .. : ~i~le -~~~rs Must Be In Possession Of Dealer; Otherwise Motor Vehicles 

2 Ma): ~':~~~~~d Sold. AU dealers for both new and usee! motor vehicle~ within 

2?~ dtis"S;~~~:;..~.~tl~ ;.pers or writing set foT"th in paragraph three hereof, for all 
' i ~-f~'~;~~·!?J_ . -.. c:~-~~,;- ;-'::.: '";·: .. 
3 motor vebid~ in their possession; and the commissioner, either personally or by 
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4 a~t'or motor vehicle inspector, shall have the ~ight tO'deitl~ria:{p~~li~~~--and 

5 examine, title papers for any and all motor ve~tles: in" ~!i~oil';.0~£···.3Df·. ~~er. 

6 and to examine and inspect att motor vehicles in their posse~~ion .• ,:*In~'£ Sale of'p:dd 

6~ invoice from manufacturer or distributor of new motor veruc::le'or cilh:tratt Qr ropy 

7 thereof made out to deale~ shall be considered a compliance with tbik-~tin: "If de-

7~ mand is not complied with, or if there are no title papers for motor ~ehicle or vBtides 

8 in possession of any dealer, or if same are not in conformity with" this act, ·the eom-

9 missioner or his agent or motor vehicle inspector may seize and take possession of 

10 such motor vehicle or vehicles, and hold and detain same until title papers are pro-

11 duced or same are corrected, if defective, or ownership of any such motor vehicle is 

12 established according to law, and after expiration of ninety days f~ the date such 

13 motor vehicle came into his possession, the commissioner may sell same at public sale, 

14 upon at least ten days' written notice of sale to dealer, s~>---:d personally or by 
I 

15 registered mail, addressell to the dealer at his last known place of business, and upon 

16 notice of such sale being published for space of two weeks, once a week, making 

17 three insertions in all, in one or more newspapers published and circulating in this 

·18 State, in the county where dealer has established place of business and also 

18Ya by posting such notice in five public- places in this State, said newspapers 

19 and placell of posting to be designated by said commissioner. Upon the sale 

20 of such motor vehicles all valid liens .tnd claims for interest therein, if any, shall 
. 

21 be transferred from said vehicles to proceeds of sale, which, subject thereto, shall 

22 become the sole property of the State, to be used as other moneys received by the 

23 Commissioner of Motor Vehicles. 

1 16. Conunissioner Prescribe and Supply Fonns and Entitled to Return of 

2 Unused Portion; and May Seize Same or Other Title Papers. 'the commissioner 

3 ,shall have the power to prescribe and supply fomts of bills of sale and assignments, 

4 abstracts of contracts and such other forms requisite under this act, and any unused 

5 fomts so furnished to any person shall be and remain the property of the f• ate and 

6 shall be returned on demand to the commissioner or motor vehicle inspector, who shall 

'I have power to seize and take possession of same or fPY other title papers to which 
•:) > 

.... ,,::- -·_· 

8 the commissioner may be entitled or which person is under duty to return to the 



·1 ~·~1~~ to Commissioner When Motor Vehicle Junked, Etc:. 

·2 WH·;~~:,·i-~~e1e is scrapped, destroyed or junked, or a persoa perma­

lirieritiy'~.~~iiiQt'' ~"-ion thereof, other than by sale and transfer of title papers 
. l . . - . . 

4;(0:-Wy~~5i . .S:··~·with this act, he shaD immediately surrender and deliver 

:s:aid>~~~:pa'pei'ito;tbe conunisaioner, who shall issue receipt for same to person 

6' su~rlrig ~id"title papers. 

1 :t$i;Penaliies. ·Any penon knowingly or wilfully violating any of the pro-

2: visions··'of this aet, or knowingly or wilfuUy making any mist"~epresentation or 

3 false statement in any title papen or papers submitted to the commissioner in con-

4 nec:tion. ther~th, or who purchases, receives or obtains any motor vehicle or names 

5 and . addresses of witnellel on any title paper in violation of this act, or forging, 

6 changU,g or counterfeiting any part of title papers, or misrepresenting the number 

1 or.n~berl placed upon any motor vehicle by ~be manufacturer, or in any other 

8 mann~r. misrepresenting the description of any motor vehicle, or using title papers 

9 on or for any wrong motor vehicle, with intent to evade or violate the require-

10 menta of this act, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 

11 thereof shall be punished by a fine not to exceed two thousand dollars or by 

12 imprilonnti!ttt not to exceed two years, or both, at the di!lcretion of the court, and 

13 shall immediately return title papers involved to the commissioner. 

1 · 19. Act Enforced by Commissioner; Rules and negulations. · 'J'he enforccmrnt 

2 of this act shall be entrusted to the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, and he is 

3 hereby authorized and empowered to make rules and regulations necessary in his 

4 judgment for the administration and enforcement of this act in addition hereto 

5 but not inconsistent herewith. 

1 20. Repealer and Saving Clause. Chapter one hundred sixty-eight of thr laws 

2 of nineteen hundred and nineteen, entitled "An act relating to and regulating the 

3 sale and purchase of motor vehicles requiring presence of manufacturer's number 

4 on same, ~Qiring- issuance of bill of sale and assignment of same, and providing 

S penalti~ therefor," ;u amended by chapter two hundred and forty-seven of the laws 

6 of nineteen hundRd and twenty, chapter one hundred and ninety-five of the laws 
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'7.·o1 ~ hUDdred . .d· tweiitf~four, chapter eightY-~ of the .law4hof: nineteen 
- ' ''· -' - -. ' ~- ~ -- ' - 0 -- - - - -- - _- - ' i - • . '·- - - ,_- -- - ' -· ' -- - - ~ 

8··11~~- and 'tWeitty-Uft, ·aDd aU acts and: ~rts ·.of a~ inconsistelli herewi~ are 

.J·.9i~bi~~epealec1 HOfiJewr, this·act shaU.not;~.-~idei~.~ a.r~·of any of 

c U),~>tJNviaiona of cba~ two hundred and ei~ht of'.the iaws of nin~ ~dred 
'11. ~d. tWenty-one, entitled "An act defining motor vebic:J,es and JR'Oviding .for~ rqi&-

. . 

·.· ·;·:t2 ttatiQil.of the same and the licensing of the drivers tberegf; fixing~- ~ting 

13 -~ ~se and speed of motor veiudes; fixing the ap~o~t of. license ~d Rgistration 

1•Je,es; prescribing and regulating process and the servi~ thereof and proC:eedillgs 

· 15 for-the violation of the provision of the act and penalties for said violations," and 

16 ac:ti amendatory thereof and supplemental thereto, except chapter two hundred and 

17 fifty•seven of the laws of nineteen hundred and twenty~ix. 

·1 · · 21. Interpretation. This act shatl be so interpreted and construed as to eftec-

. 2':tuatc its general purpose to reguJate and control titles to, and possession of, aU 

. 3 motor vehicles in this State, so as to prevent the sale, purchase, disposal, possession, 

·.4 use or operation of stolen m~or vehicles, or motor vehides with fraudulent titles, 

S within this State. 

1 22. Short Title. This act may be known and cited as the .. Motor Vehide 

. 2 Bitt of Sale Law." 

1 23. In Case Part Unconstitutional, Other Parts Not Affected. If any part or 

2 parts of this act shall be declared unconstitutional, the other parts thereof shall not 

3 thereby be affected or impaired. 

· .1· 24. Date Effective. This act shall take effect the first day of July, one thou· 

. ;J._Iand nine hundred and thirty-one. 



( Dineteen 

rewi~ are 

of any of 

(hundred 
~ tbe regia-

regulating 

I 
egistration 

roeeedings 

)iooa," and 

/ill~ and 

~to effec:-

/on of •. all 

po&sess1on, 

I Jleot titles. 

'lr Vehicle 

my part or 

1£ shall not 

, one thou-

[SECOND OFFICIAL COPY REPRINT.] 

ASSEMBLY, No. 51 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 19, 1931 

By Mr. GRIMM 

Referred to Committee on Motor Vehicles and Traffic 

AN AcT concerning and regulating the sale, purchase and tran~fer of motor vehicles: 

1 

requiring• bills of sale therefor, and providing penalties for violation of th~ provi­

sions hereof. 

Bt l't BNACTitD by the Stflllte and General Assembly of tire Statr: of New Jersey: 

1. Definitions. The terms used in this act, unless other meaning is clearly np· 

2 parent from the language or context, or unless such construction is inconsistent 

3 with the manifest intention of the Legislature, shall be construed as follows: 

4 . (A) The term "new motor veh!cle'' means only a newly manufactured motor 

5 vehicle, and includes all such vehicles propelled otherwise than by muscular power, 

6 and motorcycles, trailers and tractors, l!xcepting such vehicles as run only upon rails 

7 or tracks. 

8 (B) The term "used motor vehicle" means every motor vehicle, title tu, or 

9 possession of, which has been transferred from the person who first acquired it 

10 from the manufacturer or dealer, and so used as to become what is commonly 

11 known as "second-hand" within the ordinary meaning thereof, and includes every 

12 motor vehicle other than a "new motor vehicle." 

13 (C) The term "any motor vehicle," ur "cvct·y tnotor vehicle." or similur term, 

14 means and includes both new and used motor vehicles. 

15 (D) The term "original bill of sale" means the original written instrument or 

16 document required to be executed and .Jelivcred by manufacturer or denier to buyl·r 

17 for first s:ile of new motor vehicle i and ''bill of sale" means instrument or document 

18 other than original bill of sale. 
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19 (E) The term "assignment" means the written instrument or document re-

20 quired to be executed and delivered by seller to buyer for sale of any used motor 

21 vehicle. 

22 · (F) The term ,"contract" shall mean conditional sale agreement, bailment, 

23 lease, chattel mortgage, trust receipt or any other form of security or possession 

24 agreement, wherein and whereby possession of any motor vehicle is ~elivered to the 

245-i buyer and title therein is to vest in the buyer at a subsequent time upon the payment 

24~ ~f part or all of the price, or upon the performance of any other condition or happen-

24~ ing of any contingency, or upon the payment of a sum substantially equivalent to 

247'2 the value of said motor vehicle, by which contract it is agreed that the buyer'is bound 

24~ to become, or has the option of becoming, the owner of said motor vehicle upon full 

24% compliance with the terms of the said coqtract; and "abstract of contract" means the 

24Y' original written abstract of said contract required to be executed and delivered by 

25 seller of said motor vehicle to buyer, in addition to said contract. . 

25Y, (G) The term "title papers" shall mean and include original bill of sale, ab-

26 stract of contract and/or original assignment or assignments, or other papers in 

27 conformity with this act, and/or certificates issued by commissioner. 

28 (H) The term "Commissioner" shall mean the Commissioner of Motor 

29 Vehicles, his deputy or duly authorized agent. 

30 (I) 'l'he term "manufacturer" means the person who originally manufactured 

31 the motor vehicle. 

32 (]) The term "dealer" shall mean the agent, distributor or authorized dealer 

33 of the manufacturer of the new motor vehicle, and who has an established place of 

34 business. 

35 (K) The term "used motor vehicle dealer" shall mean any person who is en-

36 gaged in the business of selling, buyillg or dealing in used motor vehic:lCII, and who 

37 has an established place of business. 

38 (L) The term "perso~" shall mean and include natural persons, firms or co-

39 partnerships, corporations, associations, or other artificial bodies, receivers, trustees. 

40 common law or statutory assignees, executors, administrators, sheriffs, constables, 

41 marshals, or other persons in representative or official c:apac:ity, and mem-

42 bers, officers, agents, employees, or other representatives of those hereinbefore 

4< 

4 

4 

4 
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43 enumerated; and the singular shall include the plural, and the masculine shall in· 

44 elude the feminine and neuter, as requisite. 

45 (M) The term "buyer" shall mean and include purchaser, conditional vendee, 

46 lessee, bailee, transferee, chattel mortgagor, and any person buying, attempting to 

4? buy, or receiving any motor vehicle, under conditional sale contract, lease, bailment, 

48 transfer agreement, chattel mortgage, trust receipt or any other form of security or 

49 possession agreement, or legal successor in interest. 

50 (N) The term "seller" shall mean and include manufacturer, dealer, leaor, 

51 bailor, transferror, conditional vendor, chattel mortgagee, and any person selling, 

52 attempting to sell, or delivering any motor vehicle, under conditional sale contract, 

53 lease, bailment, transfer agreement, chattel mortgage, trust receipt or any other form 

54 of security or possession agreement, or legal successor in interest. 

55 (0) The terms "sell" or "sale" or "purchase" or any form thereof shall mean 

56 and include absolute and/or voluntary sales and purchases, agreements to sell and 

Si purchase, bailments, chattel mortgages, leases, trust receipts and other forms of 

58 security agreement whereby any motor vehicles are sold and purchased, or agreed 

59 to be sold and purchased, involuntary, statutory and judicial sales, inheritance, devi!le 

60 or bequest, gift or any other form or manner of sale or agreement of sale thereof, 

61 or the giving or transferring possession of any motor vehicle to any person for 

62 permanent use, continued possession for sixty days or more to be constrm.<l as 

63 permanent use. 

(P) 'the term "manufacturer's numbers'' shall mean the original manufac· 

65 .turer'!l serial number affixed or attached to, or imprinted upon, the body and/or 

66 chassis of any motor vehicle, and the original manufacturer's number affixed to, or 

6'1 imprinted upon, the engine or motor of any motor vehicle. 

1 2. Sale Contrary to Act Unlawful. It shall he unlawful tn sell and purchase 

2 any motor vehicle in this State, except in the m<umcr and subject to the conditions 

3 herein provided. 

3. Every Person Must Have Title Papers or Hc~:i,tratinn Ccrtilicalt•, Otlll'rwhc 

2 Motor Vehicle May Be Seized. Every person shall have for t·\·cry lll<>tor \'clliclc 

3 in his possession in this State title papers therefor i" conformity with tl~<: pn,visions 

4 of this act, and, if said motor velticle is registered b:· the commissionrr and rcgistra-
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5 tion certificate has been issued therefor, registration certifieate for said motor vehicle, 

6 and produce either said title papers or registration certificate, upon demand for pro-

7 duction of title papers by the commissioner or motor vehicle inspector, otherwise the 

8 commissioner or motor vehicle inspector may seize and take possession of 

9 said motor vehicle, and hold, and dispose of, same in accordance with 

9~ section fifteen hereof; provided, however, that if any such motor ve-

10 hicle is registered in, or bears the registration plates of, another $tate or coun-

11 try and is being used or operated within this State, the person in possession thereof 

12 and/or using or operating same in this State must be entitled to ownership andjor 

13 possession in accordance with the laws of the State or country where the motor ve-

14 hicle is registered, or the registration plates of which it bears, and sball produce to the 

15 commissioner or motor vehicle inspector documents showing title to, or right of pos-

16 session in, said motor vehicle in said person or in the person who has authorized him 

17 to use and operate said motor vehicle, or registration certificate or other evidence of 

18 registration, besides plates, issued by said State or country or department thereof to 

19 said person, or to person who has authorized him to use and operate said motor 

20 vehicle, evidencing the registration of said motor vehicle in said State or country ; 
! 

21 and prwided, further, that where any motor vehicle is in the possession of any 

22 garage keeper, motor vehicle dealer, both new and used, or motor vehicle service sta-

23 tion in this State, the production of a writing signed by person delivering possession 

24 of said motor vehicle to said garage keeper, dealer or service station setting forth 

25 that said person is the owner or entitled to the possession of said motor vehicle and 

26 has title papers or registration certificate therefor shall be deemed a compliance with 

2'1 this section insofar as said garage keeper, dealer and service station are concerned. 

1 4. Motor Vehicle Must Have Numbers. Every motor vehicle must have and 

2 contain manufacturer's numbers, which numbers or any of them shall not be 

3 obliterated, erased, mutilated, removed or missing; provided, however, that this 

4 shall llOt affect those persons authorized by law to have in their possession any 

5 motor vehicles on which the manufacturer's numbers have been obliterated, erased, 

6 mutilated, removed or missing. 

1 5. First Sale, Original Bill of Sale Issued by Manufacturer or Licensed 

2 Dealer. Whenever a new motor vehicle is sold within this State, the manufacturer 
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3 or dealer shall execute and deliver to buyer in case of absolute sale an original hill 0 ( 

4 sale, or in case other than absolute sale a hstract of contract. in original and <htpli<':tk 

4~ original, signed or duly executed by the manufacturer or dealer and the huycr with 

5 their genuine names and addresses state<] thereon, businc-.<s and/or residtTlce, wit-

6 nessed by two persons whose genuine names and residcnct> addre-sses also shall b~· 

7 stated thereon, and acknowledged bv ~aid seller before any person antltorizcd, at 

8 the time of taking such acknowledgment, by the laws or thi~ State to take the 

9 proofs and acknowledgments of deeds or conveyance~ of lands, tenements ami 

10 hereditaments, which bill of sale or ah~trart of rontra~·t slwll rontain tlw nt:llmfat·tur-

11 er's numbers of the motor vehirle sold. the name uf the manufat·tm·t·r, tlw horst•pow•·r. 

12 a general description of the bmly, if any, and the t)'(IC ;nulmndcl. and rnntntrt. if any. 

13 to which it is subject; prm·idcd, /roW•"<'•''' .thatnn dealer shall ha,·c pn\\Tr to bsm· '<nrh 

14 original bill of sale or abstract of contract for such motor vehicle unless liet·nsc<l as 

15 herein provided; and fJJ•ovided. further, that no nscd motor vehicle <lea let· shall have 

16 power to issue an original bill of sale for a new motor vrhick nnlcss he is :tl~n the 

17 dealer for said new motor vehicle and lirensed as provide<! herein. 

1 6. After First Sale, Original Bill of Sale i\ssigncd. In all sales after the 

2 new motor vehicle is sold by manufactnn·r or <lcalrJ', and in Pvet·y sal<• of a IIS!•d 

3 motor vehicle, except as set forth in section ninr. the seller ~hall cxcrutc to hnvcr 

4 in case of absolute ~ale assi~nment. m· i 11 s:tll' other than ab~olnk al>,tl':l<'t o[ t•on-

5 tract, in the same fom1 ami mnmw1' a~ proYillcd in scrtinn tin·. and ,hall als .. ,J..Ii,•·r 

6 to buyer as set forth in said <rrtion in ca>-c of ahsnlntc salt·. ;nul npnn ,.;ati..;farti"n ,f 

7 contract in sale other than ahsolntr, hi 11 of sale, and lor a,;,i~nttl<'llt or all ;,,,i;.:n-

8 ments from the time the said motor vehidc was tirst solei. All titl<· pap<·r, f••r 'aiel 

9 motor vehicle from time first wid shall at all times bt• l~cpt ~nd allarltl'd tn:,!l'thn. 

1 7. When Contract Performed, Title Papers DdiYcrcd. lf ami when contract 

2 described in title papers has been performed hy the hnyer and title in thl· mutor 

3 veh:cle described therein is to vest in ,.,j,J huyct', the seller shall ,Jdivcr to lm)·c:t· 

4 the title papers thereto ex'ccutc<l as provi•lcd itt thi~ art. with 1'~'"/'l'l' •·vidc·•n·t· 

5 of satisfaction of said contract. Said contract shall contain a provision to this 

6 effect. 



6 

8. Purchaser of Motor Vehicle Must Submit Title Papers to the Commission-

2 er; Lost Papers. The purchaser of any motor vehicle within this State other than dealer 

3 shall, within five days after the purehase thereof, submit title papers from the time 

4 the said motor vehicle was first sold, to the Commissioner, with filing fee of fifty cents, 

5 who shall stamp same, retain and tile duplicate original and return originals to said 

6 purchaser; ~ovided, however, if subject to contract, the title papers, with exception 

'l of abstract of contract in case of sale of used motor vehicle, shall 

8 be returned to seller in said contract. If title papers are lost, upon proof 

9 by affidavit or otherwise as required by the Commissioner, and if the Commis-

10 sioner is satisfied of bona fides of application, he shall prepare copy of said title 

11 papers, certify same, and authorize their use in place and stead of originals with 

12 same effect as though originals, and make a charge for same of one dollar for 

13 certificate and twenty-five cents for each paper so lost. 

9. If Motor Vehicle Seized, Procedure and Delivery of Title Papers by Officer. 

2 If motor vehicle is seized, levied upon, or attached and taken into possession, 

3 actually or constructively, by virtue of judicial process issued by a court of com-

4 pctent jurisdiction in this State, or by 'irtue of any statute, State, Federal or other­

S wise, it shall be the duty of the person from whose possession such motor vehicle was 

6 taken, and without prejudice to his rights in the premises, to sur­

'1 render the title papers to the commissioner upon written notice or d~ from 

8 Commisisoner, and the officer or person so seizing and taking possession of motor 

9 vehicle shall immediately file with the commissioner a notice in writing giving a full 

10 description of motor vehicle as provided in section five, and name and address of per· 

11 son ft•om whom taken, and attach copy of process or statutory or other authority to 

12 ~aid notice, and if said motor vehicle is sold in pursuance thereof, the officer so selling 

12 0 the motor vehicle shall execute ancl clel iver to the buyer at said sale bill of sale in 

13 the same fonn and manner as proyided in section five, and also containing the 

14 name and address of person from whom taken; and a copy of the writ, order, 

15 decree, execution or other process under which said motor vehicle is sold shall be 

16 attached thereto, and copy of notice of sale, said notice of sale to contain descrip-

1'7 tion of said motor vehicle as required by this act; and if sale is held by a bailiff 

18 or attorney-in-fact for a lienor, said lienor shall also execute said bill of sale. The 
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19 commissioner, upon due application to him by said buyer at sale, may deliver the 

20 title papers surrendered to him as aforesaid. 

10. Procedure in Case of Defective or Improper Title Papers; Proofs anti 

2 Notice Required. If title papers are defective or improper, or same are not sub· 

3 mitted to the commissioner as and within time required by this act, or if motor is 

4 permanently changed, or in case the motor vehicle was purchased and the sale of the 

5 same consummated in another state or country, where the said sale was made in 

6 accordance with laws of that state or country regulating the sale of motor vehicles, 

7 and not made for the purpose of evading the provisions of this aet, bona fide 

8 owner of the motor vehicle may apply to the commissioner to correct said defect 

8,0 or defects, or permit same to be received. or change number of motor so changeu, 

9 and upon proofs being submitted to the commissioner, with or without hearing, 

10 showing that in his judgment it is just and equitable- that said defect or defects be 

11 corrected, or that said title papers be received, and that said holder appears to be 

12 the bona fide owner of said motor vehicle, then upon such proofs by affidavit or 

13 otherwise as the commissioner may prelll:ribe, said commissioner may issue his certifi· 

14 cate, correcting said defect or defects, or permitting title papers to be received and 

15 filed as aforesaid, which certificate shall be annexed to said title papers and kept 

16 with same at all times, for which certificate the commissioner shall charge a fee 

17 of one dollar; pt-ovided, however, that before issuing such certificate the com-

18 missioner may, in his discretion, require said person to advertise notice in news-

19 paper having a general circulation in the county where he resides for space of two 

20 weeks, at least once a week, making three insertions in all, said notice to briefly set 

21 forth that -said. person has applied to !he commissioner to correct defect or defects 

22 in motor vehicle title papers or to rective same out of time. or as case may be. 

23 description of motor vehicle as provided in section five, and that if anybody deYireg 

24 to be heard in opposition thereto he may do so by appearing before the commis-

25 sioner on date and place, or communicating with him prior thereto, and also to serve 

26 like notice on local police, State police, and such other person or agency as pre· 

27 scribed by the com~issioner, personally or by registered mail, and proofs of said 

28 publication and service submitted to the commissioner. The commissioner, hi5 agent 
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29 or inspector may have notice aforesaid advertised and/or served at cost and expense 

30 of said person. 

11. Title Papers in Case of Purchase Prior to Act. In the event any motor 

2 vehicle was purchased prior to the going into effect of this act, and in case of sale-

3 thereafter the seller and buyer shall execute title papers in the same form and manner 

4 as provided in section five; provided, however, that title papers required by chapter one 

5 hundred sixty-eight of the laws of nineteen hundred and nineteen, entitled "An act 

6 relating to and regulating the sale and purchase of motor vehicles requiring presence 

7 of manufacturer's number on same, requiring issuance of bill of sale and assignment 

8 of same, and providing penalties therefor," approved April fifteenth, one thousand 

·9 nine hundred and nineteen, and amendments thereof shall be delivered therewith by 

10 seller to buyer. 

I 
12. Registration and Plates Not Issued Without Proper Title Papers. The 

2 Commissioner of Motor Vehicles may refuse to grant registration certificate and 

3 plates for a motor vehicle, unless there shall be furnished to the commissioner or his 

4 agent title papers in conformity with the provisions of this act, in addition to the 

5 requirements of chapter two hundred eight of the laws of nineteen hundred and 

6 twenty-one, entitled "An act defining motor vehicles and providing for the registra-

7 tion of the same and the licensing of the drivers thereof ; fixing rules regulating 

8 the use and speed of motor vehicles; fixing the amount of license and registration 

9 fcc; preserving and regulating process dnd the service thereof and proceedings for 

10 the violation of the provisions of the act and penalties for said violations," approved 

11 April eighth, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-one, and amendments thereof 

12 and supplements thereto. If motor vehicle is subject to contract, the registration 

13 certificnte shall so state. 

13. All Dealers Required To Be Licensed; Annual Fee. No person shall en-

2 gage in the business of buying, selling or dealing in any motor vehicles within this 

3 State, unless the person shall be authorized to do the same under the provisions of 

4 this act. The commissioner may, upon application in such form as he may prescribe, 

5 license any proper person as such dealer; and for such license fee of ten dollars shall 

'6 be paid for the first year, license slu11l be issued for calendar year, and shall be re-
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? newed on application of dealer from year to year theren fter without payment of any 

8 renewal fee. 

14. Suspem1ion Or Revocation Of Dealer's License After Hearing; Review By 

2 Supreme Court. The Commissioner may suspend for period less than the unexpired 

3 term of the license or revoke any liceuse, after hearing. ior violation of any of the 

4 provisions of this act or any rules or regulations made by said commissioner un1ler 

5 authority hereof. The Commissioner shall, before suspending or revoking lieensc, 

6 and at least ten days prior to the date set for the hearing, notify in writing the 

7 holder of such license of any charges made, and shall afford such licensee an 

8 opportunity to be heard in person or by counsel. Such written notice may be 

9 served either personally or by registered mail addressed to the last known address 

10 of such licensee, The commissioner 'ihall have power to subp1'Ct1a ami bring before 

11 him any person in this State, or take testimony by depositum, in the same manner 

12 as prescribed by law in judicial proceedings in the courts of this State, and shall 

l2Yz also issue and deliver to said dealer such subprenas as are requested by him. 'l'hc Su-

13 preme Court shall have power to review any final decision or determination of the 

14 commissioner; provided, that application is made to the Supreme Court by the 

15 aggrieved verson within thirty days .1fter such· determination. Such application to 
·I 

16 the Supreme Court shall be made by petition to any justice of said court, and said 

1? justice shall have power to hear and dispose of the matter in a summary manner. 

15. Title Papers Must Be In Possession Of Dealer; Otherwise Motor Vehicle~ 

2 May Be Seiz:ed And Sold. All dealers for both new and used motor vehicles within 

2!12 this State shall have title papers or writing set forth in paragraph three hcn·of, for all 

3 motor vehicles in their possession; and the commissioner, either personally or hy 

4 agent or motor ~chicle inspector, shall have the right to dcm.md prodn~:tion of, and 

5 examine, title papers for any and all mDtor vehicles in pos~rs:;ion of illl)' dealer, 

6 and to examine and inspect all motor vehicles in their pnssc~siun. Bill of .-.11lc or paid 

6)1 invoice from manufacturer or distributor of new motor vehicle or contrar.t or wpy 

7 thereof made out to dealer shall be considered a compliance with this section. If 1lc· 

7~ rnand is not complied with, or if there ar~> no title papers for motor vehkle or vehicles 

8 in possession o£ any dealer, or if same are not in conformity with this act, the com-

9 missioner or his agent or motor vehicle impector may seize and take poss<·s~ion of 
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10 such motor vehicle or vehicles, and hold and detain same until title papers are pro.-

11 duced or same are corrected, if defective, or ownership of any such motor vehicle is 

12 established according to law, and after expiration of ninety days from the date such 

13 motor vehicle came into his possession, the commissioner may sell same at public sale, 

14 upon at least ten days' written notice of sale to dealer, served personally or by 

15 registered mail, addressed to the dealer at his last known place of business, and upon 

'16 notice of such sale being published for space of two weeks, once a week, making 

17 three insertions in all, in one or more newspapers published and circulating 

18 in the county where dealer has established place of business and also 

18}1 by posting such notice in five public places in said county, said newspapers 

19 and places of posting to be designated by said commissioner. Upon the sale 

20 of such motor vehicles all valid liens ,md claims for interest therein, if any, shall 

21 be "transferred from said vehicles to proceeds of sale, which, subject thereto, shall 

22 become the sole property of the State, to be used as other moneys received by the 

23 Commissioner of Motor Vehicles. 

16. Commissioner Prescribe and Supply Forms and Entitled to Return of 

2 Unused Portion; and May Seize Same or Other Title Papers. The commissioner 

shall have the po'I.Ver to prescribe and supply forms of biils of sale an~ as:ignments, 

4 abstracts of contracts and such other forms requisite under this act, and any unused 

5 forms so furnished to any person shall be and remain the property of the State and 

6 shall be returned on demand to the commissioner or motor vehicle inspector, who shall 

'1 have power to seize and take possessi~n of same or any other title papers to which 

8 the commissioner may be entitled or which person is under duty to return to the 

9 commissioner, from any person or place within this State with all the rights, privi-

10 leges and immunities conferred by law upon an officer executing a writ of replevin. 

17. Title Papers Returned to Commissioner When Motor Vehicle Junked, Etc. 

2 Whenever any motor vehic:le is scrapped, destroyed or junked, or a person penna-

3 n~:ntly parts with possession thereof, other than by sale and transfer of title papers 

4 to buyer in accordance with this act, he shall immediately surrender and deliver 

5 said title papers to the commissioner, who shall issue receipt for same to person 

6 surrenderi~g said title papers. 
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18. Penalties. Any person knowingly or wilfully violating any of the pro-

2 visions of this act, or knowingly or wilfully making any misrepresentation or 

3 false statement in any title papers or papers submitted to the commissioner in con-

4 nection therewith, or who purchases, receives or obtains any motor vehicle or names 

S and addresses of witnesses on any title paper in violation of this act, or forging, 

6 ehanging or counterfeiting any part of title papers, or misrepresenting the number 

7 or numbers placed upon any motor vehicle by the manufacturer, or in any other 

8 manner. misrepresenting the description of any motor vehicle, or using title papers 

9 on or for any wrong motor vehicle. with intent to evade or violate the require­

tO ments of this act, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 

11 thereof shall be punished by a fine not to exceed two thou~and dollars or by 

12 imprisonment not to exceed two years, or both, at the <li~~retion of the court, and 

13 shall immediately return title papers involved to the connnis~ioner. 

19. Act Enforced by Commissioner; Rules and Regulations. 'l'he enforcemt•nt 

2 o£ this act shall be entrusted to the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, and he is 

3 hereby authorized and empowered to make rule~ and regulations necessary in his 

4 judgment for the administration and enforcement of this act in addition h!!rl!to 

5 but not inconsistent herewith; and said Commissioner is hcrchy authorize< I to employ 

6 and discharge such persons as he may require for the administration aml cnfnrrcnwnt 

7 of this act, and to fix their compen~ation. 

20. Repealer and Saving Clause. Chapter one hundred sixty-eight of the laws 

2 of nineteen hundred and nineteen, entitled "An act relating to and regulating the 

3 sale and purchase of motor vehicles requiring presence of manufacturer's uumhcr 

4 on same, requiring issuance of bill of sale and assignment u f same, :md providing 

5 penalties therefor," as amended by chapter two hundred and fortr-scvcn of the law~ 

6 of nineteen hundred and twenty, chapter ono: hun.Irc•l anti uim·ty-fivc of the l;1ws 

7 of nineteen hundred and t~enty-four, ch••ptcr eighty-nine of tht' laws of ninetcc~n 

8 hundred and twenty-five, and all acts and parts ni act> incunsistcnt herewith arc 

9 hereby repealed. Howl!fler, this act shall not he COibiderccl as a rc11Cal of any of 

10 the provisions of chapter tw~ hundred and eight of the laws of nineteen huncln·d 

11 and twenty-one, entitled "An act defining motor vehicles and providing for the rcgis-

12 tration of the ~arne and the licensing of the drivers thereof; fixing rules rc~:ulating 
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13 the use and speed of motor vehicles; fixing the amount of. license and registration 

14 fees; prescribing and regulating process and the service thereof and proceedings 

15 for. the violation of the provision of the act and penalties for said violations," and 

16 acts amendatory thereof and supplemental thereto, except chapter two hundred and 

17 fifty-seven of the Jaws of nineteen hundred and twenty-six. 

1 21. Interpretation. This act shall be so interpreted and construed as to effec-

2 tuate its general purpose to regulate and control titles to, and possession of, all 

3 motor vehicles in this State, so as to prevent the sale, purchase, disposal, possession, 

4 use or operation of stolen motor vehicles, or motor vehicles with fraudulent titles, 

5 within this State. 

1 22. Short Title. ~rhis act may be known and cited as the "Motor Vehicle 

2 Bill of Sale Law.'' 

23. In Case Part Unconstitutional, Other Parts Not Affected. 1£ any part or 

2 parts of this act shall be declared unconstitutional, the other parts thereof shall not 

3 thereby be affect~d or impaired. 

24. Date Effective. This act shall take effect the fi;-st day of July, one thou-

2 sand nine lwndred and thirty-one. 
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