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ASSEMBLY CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. %
STA § OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 3, 1992
By Assemblyman FRANKS

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION proposing to amend Article II
and Article IV, Section Il of the Constitution of the State of
New Jersey, and providing a schedule therefor.

BE IT RESOLVED by the General Assembly of the State of
New Jerzey (the Senate concurring):

1. The following proposed amendment to the Constitution of
the State of New Jersey is hereby agreed to:

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
a. Amend Article II to read as foﬂoﬁs:

Article IT
ELECTIONS AND SUFFRAGE
SECTION |

1. General elections shall be held annually on the first Tuesday
after the first Monday in November; but the time of holding such
elections may be altered by law. The Governor and members of
the Legisiaiure shall bs chosen at general elections. Local
elective officers shall be chosen at general elections or at such
other times as shall be provided by law.

(cf: Art.1l, para.1)

Z. All questions submitted to the people of the entire State
shall be voted upon at the general election next occurring at least
70 days following the final action of the Govemnor or the
Legislature, as appropriate, necessary to submit the questions.
The text of any such question shall be published at least once in
one or more newspapers of each county, if any newspapers be
published therein, at least 60 days before the election at which it
is to be submitted to the people, and the results of the vote upon
a question shall be void unlnss the text thereof shall have been so
published.

{cf: Art.Il, para.2 amended effective 12/8/88)

3. (a) Every citizen of the United States, of the age of 18
vears, who shall have been a resident of this State and of the
county in which he claims his vcte 30 days, next before the
election, shall be entitled to vote for all officers that now are or
hereafter may be elective by the people, and upon all questions
which may be submitted to a vote of the people; and

{b) {Delsted by amendment, effective December 5, 1574.)

EXPLANATION--Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets ([thus] in the
above bill i3 not anacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.
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(c) Any person registered ss a voter in any election district of
this State who has removed or shall remove to another state or te
another county within this State and is rot able there to qualify
10 vote by reason of an insufficient period of residence in such
state or county, shall, as a citizen of the United States, have the
right to vote for electors for President and Vice President of the
United States, only, by Presidential Elector Absentee Ballot, in
the county from which he has removed, in such manner as the
Legislature shall provide.

(cf: Art.1l, para.3 amended effective 12/5/74)

4. In time of war no elector in the military service of the
State or in the armed forces of the United States shall be
deprived of his vote by reason of absence from his election
district. The Legislature may provide for absentee voting by
members of the armed forces of the United States in time of
peace. The Legislature may provide the manner in which and the
time and place at which such absent electors may vote, and for
the retumn and canvass of their votes in the election district in
which they respectively reside.

(cf: Art.Il, para.4)

6. No person in the military, naval or marine service of the
United States shall be considered a resident of this State by being
stationed in any garrison, barrack, or military or naval place or
station within this State.

(cf: Art.II, para.5)

6. No idiot or insane person shall enjoy the right of suffrage.
(cf: Art.!!, para.6)

7. The Legislature may pass laws to deprive persons of the
right of suffrage who shall be convicted of such crimes as it may
designate. Any person so deprived, when pardoned or otherwise
restored by law to the right of suffrage, shall again enjoy that
right.

(cf: Art.Il, para.?)

SECTION I

1. (a) After each federal census taken in a year ending in
zero, the Congressional districts shall be established by the New
Jersey Redistricting Commission.

The commis”~ ™ -~ > 11 members, except
otherwise provi {c) of this paragraph. ine
members of the commission shall be appointed with due
consideration to geographic, ethnic and racisl diversity and in " -
manner provided hergin.

(b)_There shall first be appointed 10 members as follows:

{1) one member to be appointed by the President of the Senate;

(2} one m " r to be appointed by the Speaker of the General
Assembly;

(3) one mber to be appointed by the minority leader of the
Senate;

4) one member to be appointed by the minority leader of
General Assembly; and

‘= six members, three to be appointed by the chairman of the
State _committee of the political party whose candidate for
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provided for_in subparagraph {c) of this paragraph <hall next
include Congressional districts in which the number «f county
fragments shall be no more than 20% greater than the lowest
pessible number of county fraginents. The number of county
fragments_is obtained by dstermining the gumber of whole
countics and parts of counties contained in each district and then
totalling these fragments for all the districts.

{e) A plan which first meets the standards provided for in
subparagraph (b) of this paragraph and then meets the standards
provided for in subparagraphs (c) and (d) of this paragraph shall
next include Congressional districts in which no district boundary
divides a_municipality unless the ation of the municipali
as_determined by the most recent federal decennial census,
exceeds the number obtained by dividing the population of the
State by the total number of Congressional districts.

(f)_To the fullest extent reasonable and when not in conflict
with the foregoing standards, Congressional districts shall be
drawn to preserve geographic continuity.

3. Meetings of the New Jersey Redistricting Commission shall
be held at convenient times and locations and shall be open to
members of the general public.

4. The New Jersey Redistricting Commission shall hold at
least three public hearings in different parts of the State. The
commission shall, subject to the constraints of time and
convenience, review written plans for the establishment of
Congressional districts submitted by members of the general
public.

The Legislature shall appropriate the funds necessary for
the efficient operation of the New Jersey Redistricting
Comimnission.

. 8._The establishment of Congressional districts shall be used
thereafter for the election of members of the House of

Representatives and, except during any period in which the
districts so_established shall be wmder challenge in the courts of
this State or of the United States, shall remain unaltered, through
the next year ending in zero in which a federal census for New
Jersey is taken.

Notwithstandi any provision to the contrary of the

7.
Constitution of this State and except as otherwise required by the
Constitution of the United State by any federal law, no court

of this State shall have jurisdiction over any judicial proceeding

challenging the actlons of the New Jersey Redlstnctmg
Commission, _incl its _establishment of

districts under this section.

b. Amend Article IV, Section II to read as follows:

{1. The Senate shall be composed of 40 senators apportioned
among Senate districts as nearly as may be according to the
number of their inhabitants as reported in the last preceding

decennial census of the United States and according to the

method of equal proportions. Each Senate district shall be
composed, wherever practicable, of one single county, and if not
so practicable, of two or more contiguous whole counties.

2. Each senator shall be elected by the legally qualified voters
of the Senate district, axcept that if the Senate district is

-t
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Senate aii ths Sposter of the General Assembly and the
Secretary of State, not less than three monins prioi ¢ the
general election.

3. This proposed amendment to the Constitution shall be
submitted to the people at the election in the following manner
and form:

Tiweie shisll G printcd on each official ballot to be used at the
general election, the following:

a. In every municipality in which voting machines are not used,
a legend which shall immediately precede the question as follows:

If you favor the proposition printed below make a cross (x), plus
(+) or check (v) in the square opposite the word “Yes." If you are
opposed thereto make a cross (x), plus (+) or check {v) in the
square opposite the word "No."

b. In every municipality, the following question:

CREATES THE NEW JERSEY
REDISTRICTING COMMISSION

JYES. | Shall the amendment of Article Il and Article IV,
Section II of the Constitution, agreed to by the
Legislature, providing for the creation of 3
permanent New Jersey Redistricting Commission,
be adopted?

INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT

NO. | Adoption of this amendment would create a
permanent bipartisan New Jersey Redistricting
Commission that would redraw Congressional
districts at the beginning of each decade. A
temporary New Jersay Redistricting Commission
was established in 1991 to create the
Congressional districts for the 1990s.

SCHEDULE
This Constitutional amendment shall, if approved, be
applicable to any establishment of Congressional districts for
use subsequent to the official federal census in 2000.

STATEMENT

This concurrent resolution proposes an amendment to the
State Constitution providing for tba creation of a permanent
New Jersey Redistricting Commission. This commission is to
assume responsibility for establishing Congressional districts in
ezch decade pursuant to the federal census taken at the
commencement of that decade. In 1901, a temporary New
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ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR
ASSEMBLY CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 25
Page 3

{5) forr members, two to be appointed by the chairman of the
State commit- of the political party whose candidate for the
office of Governor received the largest number of votes at_the
most_recent gubematorial election and two to be appointed by
the chairman of the State committee of the political party whose

candidate for =~ ffice of Govemor received the next largest
number of votes in that election.
Appointments to the commission under this subparagraph shall

be made on or before June 15 of each year ending in one and shall
be certified by the respective appointing officials to the

Secretary of State on or before July 1 of that year.

Each partisan delegation so appointed shall appoint one of its
members as its chairman who shall have authority to_make such
certifications and to perform such other tasks as the members of
that delegation shall reasonably require.

(c) There shall then be appointed one member, to serve as an
independent member, who shall have be~ “or the preceding five
years a resident of thi- " 1te, but who shau not during that period
have held public or party office in this State.

The independent member shall be appointed upon the vote of at
least _seven of the previously appointed members of the

commission on or before July 15 of each year ending in one, and

those members shall certify that appointment to the Secretary of
State on or before July 20 of that year. If the previously
appointed members are unable to appoint an independent member
within the "~ allow ~ “herefor, they shall s certify to_the
Supreme Court not later tnan that July 20 and shall include in
that certification the names of the two persons who, in the
members' final vote upon the appointment of the independent
member, received the greatc " jumber of votes. Not later than
August 10 following receipt or that certification, the Supreme
Court_shall by majority vote of its full authorized membership
select, of the two persons so named, the one more qualified by
education and occupational experience, by prior public service in
government or _otherwise, and by demonstrated ability to
represent the -~ " T T

endent : g

ecretary or >tate not lawer wan e rouowing August 15.

{a) Vacancies in _the membership of the coinmissior urring

prior to_the certification by the commission of Co isional
districts or during any period in which the districts estasusned by

the commissio~ 1ay be or are under challenge in court shall be

filled in the same manner as the original appoirtments were made
within five days of their occurrence. In the case of a vacancy in

the membership of the independent member, if the other

members of the commmission are unable to fill that vacancy within
that five-day period, they shall transmit certification of such
inability within three days of the expiration of the period to the
Supreme Court, which shall sele* “he person to fill the vacancy
within five days of receipt of that certification.

2. The independent member shall serve as the chairman of the
commission. The commission shall meet to organize as soon as
may be practicable after certification of the appointment of the
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