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STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED FERRUARY 4, 1930

By Mise JONES

Referved to Conmittee on Miseellaneons Dusiness

AN et regulating the sale, possession and use ol certaim fircarms, silencers and nox-
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ious gases, and preseribing penalties, and rules of evidenee with reference thereto.,

BE 11 ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:

1. The word “pistol” as used inthis act shall include any pistol or revolver,
and any shotgun, rifle or other fircarm with aver-all length less than twenty-six
inches.

The term “machine gun or antonuatic rifle,” as used i gus act, shall be con-
strued to ean any weapon, mechanism ar instrament not vequiring that the trig-
ger be pressed for cach shot, and having o reservorr, helt or other means of stor-
ing and carrving anmmumition. which can he lowded into the <l weapon, mecha-
nism or instrument, and Geed therefrom at o rate of tive or more shots 1o the
second.

The word “person” shall include a firm, assaciation or corporation, partnerships
and partnership association,

The phrase “‘crime of violence™ shall inchide any of the following crimes
or an attempt to commit any of the same. namely, murder, manslanghter, rape,
mayhem, assault to do great bodily harmi, robbery, larceny, burglary, breaking
and entering,

The word “selling” ~hall inchude letting on Ture, giving, lending and trans-
ferring, and the word “purchasing” <hall include hiring, accepting iod horrowing,

and the expressions “scller” and “purchaser” shail be construed accordingly.
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2. 11 any person shall commit or atterapt to commit a crime of violence
when armed with, o1 having available, any fircarm, he <hall, in addition to the pun-
ishient provided for the crime, be punished by imprisomment for not less thay
three, nor more than five years; upon i ~ceond conviction for a crime of violence
so committed. by imprisontent tor an eblitenal period of not less than five nor
more than ten veiars: in the case of a third convietion Jor a crime of vialence so
committed, by mprisonment for an additional period of not less than ten nor
move than liiteen sear~; e the case o3 a oot o <ebeequent conviction ior a
erime o violenee so committed, by oimprisonment tor dife, or {or an additional
perienl o1 not less than twenty vears,

S n dhe trind or o person for compitting or sttempting to commit a crime of
viodence, the taet that he was armed with ar had mvailabie a pistol withont Ticense
to carry the sime, or was armed with or had available a machine gun, shall be prima
facic cvilence of his intention o commit ~aid ernie of violenee.

The presence of afivearnn in a vehicle is presumptive evidence of possession by
all persous occupyving or using the vehicle at the time.

40 No person who las been convietad o thi- State or elsewhere of a crime of
violenee shall purelise, own, or have in his possession or under his control, a
pistol Vel ot this section Shall be punished by imprisonment for not less
tan one nor mare than five vears,

SoFvery person who manufactures. or who sells at whole-ale, pistols or
machine guns, <hall he registered with the Seeretary of State and shall furnish to the
Seeretary of Stue such particwlars as may be preseribed by law for such registra-
ton: proveded, that 40 the Seeretary of State is ~atisfied that any applicant for such
registration cannat be permitted 1o carry on business as 2 manulacturer or wholesale
dealer i pistols or machine guns without danger 1o the public safetv, he may
reluse to register it persom,

The Sceeretary of State shall furnish o every person who is registered under
this section, a certiticate ol registration.

LE any person desires to have his name r(‘llll)\‘(:(l from registration, or if the
Seeretary of State i~ satisfied  that any person whose name i registered is no

longer earrving on business as such manufacturer or wholesale dealer, or has ceased



6

N

8

10

11

to have a place of business within the State, or cannot longer e permitted to carry
on business as such manufacturer ar wholesale dealer without danger to the publie
safety, he shall, after giving reasonable notice to sueh manufacturer or whole-
sale dealer, cause the name of such person to he removed from registration. Auy
person aggrieved by the retusal of such State obiicial to register i as such manu-
facturer or wholesale dealer, or by the removal of his name from registration,
shall have a right of appeal to the Supreme Court of the State.

Fvery manufacturer and vholesale deader <hall heep o detailed record of each
pistol and machine gun sold by hime Such record <l inchade date of sale, name
ol purchiser, deseription of arm, and s ad mmber thereot. The information con-
tained in such record shall be available to police and other publie officials o the
performance of thetr official duties,

0. No retadl dealer shall sell ar expose for sale, or have in lis possession
with intent to sclll a pistol or machine gun without being licensed w hereinafier
provided.

The Common Peas judge of any comrt e this State, may, o his diseretion,
grant licenses 1 torm preseribed by the Secrciany of State, offeetive Tor not more
than one year from date ol issue, pernntting the licensee 1o sell at retail within
the said city or town or political sulxhviston, pistols, subject to the Tollowmg con-
ditions, for breach of any ot which the license shadl e subjeci 1o forfetture:

1. I'he business shall e earvied ooty the butlding or bhualdings destignated
in the license.

2. The license or a copy thereol certified by the issaing authority shadl be
displayed in o conspicuons plice on the premises where it can be eastly vead,

3. No pistol, machine gun or imtation thereat, or placired advertising the sale
thercol, shall be placed in auy window or in any part of said premises where it can
be readily seen from the outside,

4. No pistol shall be delivered () wnless the purchiser shall have obtiined a
permit to purchase under the provisions of scetion nine; (hy until seven ddays shail
have clapsed after the application for the pernnty (¢) unless the purchiser cither
is personally known to the seller or shall present clear cvidence of his blentity

(d) unless the pistol shall be un'oaded and secnurely wripped.

4 7ot
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5. A true record of every pistol sold <hall he made in a book kept for the pur-
pose, the form of which shall be pre~cribed by the Secretary of State and shall
be persanally signed by the person effecting the sale, and shall contain the date of
the sale, the calibre, mike, model, and manufacturer's number of the weapon, and
the name, address and permit namber of the purchaser.

No license to scll at retail shall be granted except as provided in this section.

Viclation of any of the provisions of the license shall be deemed a misdemeanor
and shall be punished by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars, nor more than
one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment for not less than three months, nor more
than one vear, or both.

7. Any person who shall knowingly sell to a minor under the age of eighteen
vears, or o i person not of sound mind, or to a drug addict, or to a person who
has been vouvicted of a crime of violence with a pistol, shall be decmed guilty of
misdencanor and <hadl be punished by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars,
nor more than one thousand dollars. or by imprisonment for not more than one vear,
or hoth.

8. Any person who loans money sceured by mortgage, deposit or pledge of
a pistol shall be punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars or by
imprisonment {or not more than one vear, or both,

Y No person shall sell « pistol to another person uniess the purchaser has first
secured 0 pormiit 1o purchase a pistol. No person of good character and who is
af goad repute in the community in which he Tives, and who is not subject to any
of the disabilities ~et forth in other sections of this act, <hall be denied a permit
ta purclise o pistol. The justice of a court or a trial justice, the sheriff of a countvy
or the chief ol police of a dty, town or municipality <hall upon application issue
to any person quadifiecd under the provisions of this section a permit to purchase
a pistol, and the Scevetary of State shall have conenrrent jurisdiction to issue such
pernit e cises notwithstanding it has been refused by any other licensing

official, i1 his opinton the applicant i< qualified.

Applications for such permits shall be in form as preseribed by the Seeretary

Yool State and shall ser Torth the name, residence, place of business, age, occupatiots,

Nl

sex. color, and physical description of the applicant, and shall state whether the
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14 applicant 1 2 citizen. and whether he lie over been comvicted of 2 erime ol
15 violence as defined in this act. Such application <hall be signed by the applicant
16 and shall contain as rederence the names and ddresse- ol two reputable citizens
17 personally acquainted with hin.
I8 Application blanks shall be obtainabde from the Seeretary ot State and from
19 any other officers authorized to grant such permit, and may he obtiined  from

20 Ticensed retail dealers. The application, together with s tee of fifty cents, ~hall

_ 21 be delivered or forwarded to the licensmye awthorne who Shallinvestigate the

22 same, and inless good canse for the denial thereol shall appear, <shall grant said
23 permit within seven days from the date of the veeeipt of the application The
24 permit shall be in form preseribed By the Seeretary of State and <hall he dssued to
25 the applicant in triphicate,  The applicant shadl deliver (o the selter the perniit m
26 triphicate and the ~eller shall indorse on the hack of cael copy the made, model,
27 calibre and serial number of the pistol sold under the perme - One copy shall then
28 De returned to the purchaser with the pratoll one copy <hadl be kept by the seller as
29 a permanent record, and the third copy Shall be ferswarded Tn the weller within
30 three days to the Sceretary of State. Hothe permit s ot oranted, the fee shall
31 be returned to the applicint,
32 Al fees tor ]wrmil\ shall be pand into the general taml or the State.
33 A person shall not he restricted as o the number of pistols he may puarchase,
34 if e applies for and obtains perniits to purehise the same hut only one pistol shall
35 he purchased ar delivered om each permit,
1 10. 'T'he judge o the Court of Common Pleas or chict of police of cities of
2 the first class or the sherift of a connty. shallo upon the application af any person
3 having a hona fide residenee or plice af business within the juridietion of i
4 licensing authority, v apon the applieation of any persan having o bona fide resi-
5 dence or place of husness wilh‘l‘n the United States and o ficense 1o earry o pistol
6 isstied by the authorities of any State or ~ubdivision o the Cnited States, issue a
7 Teense to such person toocarry o pistal within this Stae for not more than one
& vear from date of i~=nie, 11 it appeints that the applicant i~ a suitable person 1o he s
O Jicensed, and that he has good reron to fear an mjury (o his person or property

10 or has any other proper reason for carrving a pistol. The Ticense shadl be in tripli-
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cate, in form o be preseribed by the Secretary of State, and shall bear the name,
address, physical description, signature, and Angerprints of the licensee, and the
reason given for desiring a license.  The original thereof shall be delivered to the
lcenscee, the duplicate shall within seven days be sent by registered mail to the
Seeretary of State and the triplicate shall Le preserved by the authority issuing said
license.  The 1ee for cach license originally issued under the provisions of this
section shall be two dollars, and for cach renewal thereo! one dollar, to be paid
to the official issuing the permit,  Fees s collected shall be paid into the general
fund of the State.

11. No person shall, without a license therefor issued as provided in the pre-
ceding section, carry a pistol in any vehiele or concealed on or about his person,
except i his dwelling house or plice ol husiness or on land possessed by him.

12 The United States marshal or his deputies, the sheriff or undersheriffs of
any county, the prison or jail wardens or their deputics, the regularly employed
police menthers o any muonicipality of this State, any special policeman appointed by
the governing hady ol any municipality Juring the successive terms of his appoint-
ment, the prosecutor or assistant prosceeutors of any county or the prosceutor’s
detectives or guards while in the employ of any banking or building and lean insti-
tution of this State, any court attendant engaged in attending the Circuit Court,
Court ot Oyver and Terminer, Court of Common Meas, or General Court of
Quarter Seasions ol the Peace, the members of the Army, Navy, or Marine Corps
of the United States or of the National Guard when on duty. constables, salaried
fish and game wardens, railway police. canal police and  steamboat police, are
excepted from the provisions of this act.

LoAny person who shall give or canse to be given false information in
applying Yor o permit to purchase or a license 1o carry a pistol, or in purchasing or
otherwise acquiving delivery of @ pistol, shall he ddeemed to be guilty of a misde-
meanor and <hall be subject to the siume penadty as ix provided for the crime of
misdemeanor in this State,

T4 Tt ~hadl be unlawiul within this State

to manufacture, <ell, purchase or

possess, exeept for military or police purposes, any mufller, silencer or device for
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deadening or muffling the sound of a firearm wiien discharged.  Any violation of
this section shall be a misdemeanor.

153, Any person, except a duly appomted law entorcement oflficer, or a meni-
ber of the Army. Navy. or Marine Corp~ «f the United States or of the National
Guard or organized reserves when on duty, whee possesses, or carries on or about his
person or in a vehicle, 4 bomb or bumibs <hell, exeept tor Dlasting or other commer-
cial use, or who, with intent to e the sume unlowiully against the person or
property of another, possesses or carrtes any explosive substatice, or any nosious
liqmd, gas or substance, shall be guilty o1 o high nnsdemeanor,

16. No person =hail change, alter. remove v obliterate the name of  the
maker, model, manufacturer'> number, or cther mark of dlentification of any prstof,
Possession of any pistol upon which wany such muark shall have been changed,
altered. removed or obliterated, shall be prima tacie evidence that the posses-or has
changed. altered. removed or obliterated the same. Any violation of this section
shall be a misdemeanor.

17. It shall be unlawrul 1o sell or Jidhver or offer or expose tor ~ale, or have
in possession for the purpose of -ale. auy book. pamphlet, circular, magazine,
newspaper or other form of written or printed matter, otfering to sell or deliver,
or containing an offer to ~cll vor deliver within this State any pistol or machine gun
in auy other manner than as prescnibed in this act

1N, No properts right <hall exist inary firearms onkw fely possessed, carried
or used. and all such firearms are herchy declared 10 be nui-ances and forieited to
the State.  When such foricited firearns <hall be tiken from any person, they
Jiall be <urrendered to the sheriff of the counte o which taken or to the head of the
poiice department m cites  The officer b sl thay are surrendersd chall) excepr
upon a certificate of a jwige 0f a court -© recard orbetnet attorney that the non-
destruction therec{ is tieces~iry T Propev to the eniis o1 qustice, prnccc«l to destroy
ali such firearms a0 ~tate, nieraie of oot more than one year  Provaded, Jioas
eer, that if am sueh neearm shall bo ool o he the property o an sunecent
owner, it <hall be returnel toosuch owieo roands when no denger needed 1or

evidential purpeees.
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1 19, tn the case of the conviction under this act of a person who is not a citizen

~

of the United States, it shall be the duty of the clerk of the court in which such

-~

conviction v seeured 1o certify the fact of such convietion to the nroper officer

of the United States Government having supervision of the deportation of aliens.

1
1 20. This act <hall not apply to antique pistols unsuitable for use as firearms
and possesserl as curiosiies or ornanients,
1 21. Al licenses heretofore issued within this State permitting the sale, purchase,
2 or carrving ol pistols <hall expire ninety «davs after the passage of this act.  Notice
3 of the passage of the act shall be sent by the licensing authorities to all holders
4ol suel heenses. :
| 220 Any person violating any provision ot this act for which no penalty is

i

2 specitically provided herein shall be punishable by a fine of not more than one
3 thowsand dollars, or by amprisonment for not exceeding two years, or both.

1 2301 any part of this act is for any reason declared void, such invalidity

~

2oshadl not affect the validity of the remaming portions of this act.
1 240 A acts or parts of acts inconsistent lierewith are hereby repealed, and

2 the provisions of (his act shall he etfective amd controlling throughout the State

=

notwithstinding the provision of any local law or ordinance.

1 25. This act shall take effect thirty days after its passage.

STATEMENT
This bill i< the one drawn up by the <pecial committee on fircarms regulation of
the National Crime Commission.  Prominent jurists, eriminologists and lawyers and
prosecutors from adl over the country were consalted in the drawing up of this

measure,
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ADOPTIED MARCIT 24, 1930

AN AMENDMENT to "A further supplement to an aet entitied *An act for the pumish-
ment of crimes’ (Revision of 1898), approved June fourteenth, one thousand cight
hundred and ninety-eight,” being chapter three hundied and twesty-one of the Taws

of one thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven.

1 BE 11 ENACTED by the Scnate and G eneral Assembly of the State of New Jersey:
1 1. Section five of said act is hereby anended to read as follows :
2 5. Every person who manufactures, or who sells at wholesale, any of the fire-

3 arms or instruments cnumerated in section one hereof shall be registered with the

N

Secretary of State and shall furnish to the Sceerctary of State such particulars as

our

may be prescribed by law for such registration procdded, that if the Sceretary of

6 State is satisfied that any applicant for such registration cannot be permitted to carry

7 on business as a manufacturer or wholesale dealer in the fircarms or instruments

8 enumerated in section one hercof without danger to the public safety, he may refuse

9 to register that person.

10 The Secretary of State shall furnish to every person who is registered under
11 this section a certificate of registration.

12 If any person desires to have his nanie removed from registration, or if the
13 Secretary of State is satisfied that any person whose name 1s registered is no longer
14 carrying on business as such manufacturer or wholesale dealer, or has (.‘.Lt."\:(.}l}f)mllﬂitf N
15 a place of business within the State, or caneot longer be permitted to carry on busi-
16 ness as such manufacturer or wholesale dealer without danger to the public safety,

17 he shall, after giving reasonable nutice to such manufacturer or wholesale dealer and
b

18 hearing thereon, causc the name of such person to be removed from regstration.
’
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Any person aggrieved by the refusal of such State official to register him as such
numufacturer or wholesale dealer, or by the removal of his name from registration,
shall have a right of appeal to the Supreme Court of the State.

Fvery manufacturer and wholesale dealer shall keep a detailed record of each
firearm or instrument sold by him.  Such record shall include date of sale, name of
purchaser, description of arm, and serial numbher thereof. The information con-
tained i such record shall be available to police and other public officials in the per-
Tormamee of their official duties,

Violation of any of the provisions ol thi~ scetion shall be a misdemeanor.

20 Section nine of said act is hereby amended 10 read as follows:

9. No person <hall sell a pistol or revolver to another person unless the pur-
chaser hias first sccured a permit to purchase or carry a pistol or revolver. No per-
son of good character and who is of good repute in the community in whickr he lives,
and who is not subject to any of the disabilitics set forth in other sections of this act,
shall he denied a permit to purchase a pisiol or revolver.  The judge of any court
within this State (except, however, justices of the peace), the sheriff of a county
ot the chicl of police of a city, town or numicipality shall upon application issue to
any person qualified under the provisinns ol this section a permit to purchase a
pistol or revolver, and the Secretary of State shall have concurrent jurisdiction to
issue such permit in any case, notwithstanding it has been refused by any other licens-
g official, i in his opinion the applicant is qualified.

Applications for such permits shall e in form as prescribed by the Secretary
of State and shall set forth the name, residence, place of business, age, oceupation,
sex, color and physical description of the applicant, and shall state whether the appli-
cant is a citizen, and whether he has ever heen convieted of any of the crimes enumer-
ated in section two hereof as defined in this act.  Such application shall be signed by
the applicant and shall contain as reference the names and addresses of two reputable
citizens personally :u“quaiutcd. «w‘i(h /.him.

Application blanks shall be obtainable from the Sccretary of State and from any

other officers authorized to grant such permut, and may be obtained from licensed re-

tail dealers. “T'he application, together with a fee of fifty cents shall be delivered or

Torwarddl to thi licenSimg A6V whe' <Dl investigate the same, and unless good

¢
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cause for the denial thereof shall appear. shail gramt <aid permit within seven davs
from the date of the receipt of the application. T'he permit shall be in form pre-
scribed by the Secretary of State and shall be issued to the applicant m triplicate.
The applicant shall deliver to the seller the permit in triplicate and the seller «hall
endorse on the back of cach copy the make, model, ealibre and serial number of the
pistol or revolver sold under the permit. One copy <hall then he returned 1o the pur-
.

chaser with the pistol or revolver, one copy <hall e kept by the seller as a permanent
record, and the third copy shall he forwarded Ty the seller within three davs 10 the
Secretary of State.  If the permit is not granted, the fee shall be returned to the
applicant.

All fees for permits shall be paid into the general fund of the State if the permit
is issued by the Secretary of State: to the municipality if the permit he issued by a
municipal officer; in all other instances to the general fund of the county wherein the
officer acts or the licensee resides or does husiness.

A person shall not be restricted as to the number of pistols or revolvers he may
purchase, if he applies for and obtains permits to purchase the samie, but only one
pistol or revolver shall be purchased or delivered on cach permit.

Violation of any of the pravisions of this section shall be a misdemeanor.

3. This act shall take effect immediately.
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