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SENATE, No. 1106 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 25, 1980 

By Senator LIPMAN 

Referred to Committee on Judiciary 

AN ACT to amend the "Law Against Discrimination," approved 

April 16, 1945 (P. L. 1945, c. 169). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 15 of P. L. 1945, c. 169 (C. 10:5--16) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 15. The case in support of the complaint shall be presented 

4 before the director by the attorney for the division and evidence 

5 concerning attempted conciliation shall not be received. T'he 

6 respondent shall file a written verified answer to the complaint and 

7 appear at such hearing in person or by representative, with or 

8 without counsel, and submit testimony. In the discretion of the 

9 director, the complainant may be allowed to intervene and present 

10 testimony in person and may be represented by counsel. The di­

II rector or the complainant shall have the power reasonably and 

12 fairly to amend any complaint, and the respondent shall have like 

13 power to amend his answer. The director shall not be bound by 

14 the strict rules of evidence prevailing in civil actions in courts 

15 of competent jurisdiction of this State. The testimony taken at the 

16 hearing shall be under oath and [be transcribed] a verbatim record 

17 shall be made. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill makes clear that testimony taken at a hearing before 

the Division on Civil Rights need not be transcribed, but a verbatim 

record shall be made. The amendment proposed by this bill would 

allow either a stenographic record or a taped record of the hearing. 

The Law Against Discrimination presently provides in section 23 

(C. 10 :5-24) that any party toa hearing shall bEl given a transcript 

of the hearing at his oost.
 
ExPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold·faced brackets [thu.:J in the above bill
 

i. not enacted and i. intended to be omitted in tile law. 



ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY, LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND
 
DEFENSE COMMITfEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1106 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: JUNE 16, 1980 

This bill makes clear that testimony taken at a hearing before the 

Division on Civil Rights need not be transcribed, but a vro-batim reoo'rd 

shall he made. The amendment proposed by this bill would allow either 

a stenographic record or a taped record of the hearing. 

The Law Against Discrimination presently provides in section 23 

(C. 10:5-24) that any party to a hearing shall be given a transcript of 

the hearing at his cost. 

This amendment makes the recording of Civil Rights oases consistent 

with other administrative law cases. 



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITfEE 

STATEMENT 'TO 

SENATE, No. 1106 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
D~TED: APRIL 21, 1980 

Presently, N. J. S. 10:5-16 requires all hearings befo·re the Division 

of Civil Rights to be transcribed. Senate Bill No. 1106 would modify 

this provision by simply requiring a verbatim reco1rd be made of all 

hearings. This would permit the Division at its option to tape record 

he'arings and eliminate the expense involved in having ~ court reporter 

present at all hearings. Under N. J. 8. 10 :5-24, any party to a hearing 

would still be entitled to a transcript of the hearing at his cost. 

Senate Bill No. 1106 is supported by the Division of Civil Rights. 

" ::" 

"'.,", 

\." ' 

.::., . .'. 



FCE{ FlrRTH"ER INFORNA'nO~l 

J'VLl: 16,FdO 

C'_P12rnur ~~:;:-c:::2ac. Byrn2 to~::.:.r sign.:::J. 5-1106" sponsored by Senator
 

,,!h:~c1! 2::te:nds the cur~,2:nt p:cocess of recording
 
", ',<::'kI 

~::;.~S~··
(.~ CUE Rights by :-2q'-tiring only that a verbat:b 

",,:.. ....".. 

record be naJ~ of a h~~~ing. 

l:nder th~ blll, the D:Lvisl.on of Civil Rights ,,,,ill. be permitted~ at 

its option., to tapa record hearings £lnd eli~inate the expense involved in 

having ?. COl~rt repo.ct~r at all hee.-cings. 

Anyop.cpces2nt at a hecl.-i:lg ,,;,Till still he able to acquire a transcript 

of the h"Caci8.g at his or he:c cost, preServing t~e right oE individuals to 

acquire transcri?ts ,,:hile effectiv21y cutting C05~S of recording for the Division. 
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