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Sponsors· state ment: 
This bill eliminates the requirement that a person surrender to the Director of the 

Division of Motor Vehicle a current driver·s license issued to him by a foreign country 
upon receipt of a New Jersey driver·s license. 
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SENATE, No. 1869 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUOED OOTOBER 25, 1982 

By Senators BASSANO and GRAYES 

Referred to Oommittee on Law, Public 8afety and Defense. . 

AN ACT 00ncerning motor vehicles and anwnding R. S. 39 :3-10. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. R. S. 39 :3-10 is amended to Tead as follows:
 

2 39 :3-10. No person shall drive a motor vehicle on a public high­

. 3 way in this State unless licensed to do so in accordance with this 

4 article. No person under 17 yealrs of age shall be licensed to drive 

5 motor vehicles, nor shall a person be licensed until he has passed 

6 a sa:tisfa0tory examinatron as to his ability as an operator. The 

7 examination shall include a test of the applicant's vision, his 

..s ability to understand traffic control devices, his knowledge of safe 

9 driving practices, his knowledge of such portions of the mech­

10 anism of motor vehicles as is necessary to insure the safe opera­

11 tion of a vehicle of the kind or kinds indic<ated by tIle applicant and 

12 of the laws and ordin!ary us<a.ges of the road and a dernoll'sliir1ation 

13 of his ability to operate a vehicle of the class designated. 

14 Any person applying for a driver's license to operate a moto-r 

15 vehicle or motorized bicycle in this State shall surrender to the 

16 director a.ny current driver's license issued to him by another state 

17 [or foreign country] upon his receipt of a driver's- license for this 

18 State. The director shall refuse to issue a driver's license if the 

19 applicant fails to comply with this provision. 

20 The director shall create classified licensing of drivers covering 

21 the following classIDoations': 

22a. Motorcycles; 

23 b. Omnibuses as clas>sified by R. S. 39 :3-10.1 and sehoo1 buses 

24 classified under N. J. S. 18A :39-1 et seq.; 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-laeed brackets [thud in the above bill 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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25 c. Articulated vehicles me'allS a combination of a commercial 

26 motor vehiele regis,tered at a gros,s weight in exces's of 18,000 

27 pounds and one or more mo,to'r-drawn vehilCles jointed tog'ether by 

28 means of a coupling device; 

29 d. All motor vehicles not included in classifieatiol1's a., b. a.nd c. 

30 A license issued pursuant to this dassifiC'ation d. shall be referred 

31 to as the "basic driver's license." 

32 Every applicant for a license under classification b. 0'1' c. shall 

33 be a holder of a basic driver's license. Any is,suance of a license 

34 under classification b. 01' c. shall be by endorsement Oll' the basic 

35 driver's license. 

36 A driver's license forI' motorcycle,s may be issued separately, but 

37 if issued to the holder of a basic drivel' 'R license, it shall be by 

i~8 endorsement on the basic driver's license. 

39 The director, upon payment of the lawful fee and after he or an 

40 inspector of his has examined the applicant and is s'atisfied of the 

41 applicant's ability as an operator, may, in his dis'cretion, license 

42 the applicant to drive a motor vehicle. The license shall authorize 

43 him to drive any registered vehicle, of the kind or kinds indieated, 

44 and shall expire, except a,s otherwise provided, on the last day of 

45 the forty-eighth calendar month following the calendar month ~ 

46 which such license was issued. 

47 The director may issue a renewal of a basic driver's license which 

471\ does no,t bear a phoitogTaph, and which shall expire on the last day 

48 of the twenty-fourth calendar month following the calenda:r month 

49 in which such license was issued, to any person 60 years of age 0'1' 

50 older who makes application for such a licens1e. 

51 The director may, at his discretion and fOT good cause shown, 

52 issue licenses which shall expire on a date fixed by him. The fee for 

53 such licenses shall be fixed by the director in amounts propo:rtion­

54 ately less or grea,ter than the fee herein established. 

55 The required fee for a license for the 48-month period shall be 

56 a,s follows: 

57 Motorcycle liceruse or endorsement $8.00 

57A Omnibus or s!Cliool bus endorsement $16.00 

58 Articulated vehicle endorsement $8.00 

59 Basic driver's license $16.00 

60 The required fee fo'r a basic driver's licens~ fOT the 24 monrth 

61 period shan be $8.00. 

62 The required fee for a license for the 36 month period shall be 

63 as follows: 

64 Motorcycle license or endorsement $6.00 

65 Omnibus or school bus endOT'sement $12.00 
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66 Artioulated vehicle endorsement . $6:00 

67 Basic driver's license $12.00 

68 The directoT shall waive the' payment of fees for issuance of 

69 omnibus endorsemeruts whenever an applic,ant establishes t,O the 

70 director's satisfaction tlrUit 'said appJicHilit will use the omnibus 

71 endorsement exclusively forr operating omnibuses owned by a 

72 nonprofit organization duly inc0l"porated under Title 15 or 16 of 

73 the Revised Statutes. 

74 The driver's licensle shall have the legal name of the licensee 

75 endorsed thereon in his own handwriting. For purposes of this 

76 section, legal name shall mean the name recorded OIl' a birth cer­

77 tificate unless otherwise changed by marriag'e, divorce or order of 

78 CDurt. The director may require that only the legal name be 1'e­

79 corded on the driver's license. A licensee whose name is changed 

80 due to marriage, divorce, or by judgment of the court, shall notify 

81 the director ofllie change in name within 2 weeks after the change 

82 is made. A pers,on who violates this provision shall be subjeot to 

83 a penalty of not more than $10.00. 

84 The director shall is,sue licenses for the follovving license peri'od 

85 on and after the first day of the calendar month immediately pre­

86 ceding the commencement of such period, such licenses to be effec­

87 tive immediately. 

8B All applioations fOIl' renewal,s of licenses shall be made on forms 

89 prescribed by the direct,or and in accordance with procedures 

00 es,tablished by him. 

91 The director in his discretion may refus:e to grant a liceIllse to 

92 drive motor vehicles to a perslon who is, in his estimation, not a 

93 proper person to be gTanted such a license, but no defect of the 

94 applicant shall debar him from receiving" a license unless it can be 

95 shown by teslns approved by the Directo'r of the Divisli10n of Motor 

96 Vehicles that the defect incapacitates him from s\3..fely opemting 

97 a motor vehicle. 

98 A person violating this section shall be subject to a fine not ex­

99 ceeding $500.00 0'1' imprisonment in the county jail flQ'r not more 

100 than 60 days, but if that person has never been licensed to drive in 

101 this State or any other jurisdiction, he shall be subject to a fine of 

102 not less than $200.00 and, in addition, the court shall is'sue an order 

103 to the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles, requiring the 

104 director t,o refuse t,o issue a license to operate a motor vehicle to 

105 the person for a period of not less than 180 days. The penaHies 

106 provided for by this paragraph shall not be applicable in ea,ses 

107 where failure to have actual possession of the operator's license 

f,,-, 
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108 is due to an adminis.trative or technical error by the Division of 

109 M,oto'r Vehicles 

110 Nothing in this section shall be cOlllstrued to alter or extend the 

111 expiTiation of any license issued prior to the date this amendatory 

112 amd supplementary act becomes o,perative. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill eliminates the requirement that a person surrender 

to the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicle a current driver's 

license ~ssued to him by a foreign country upon receipt of a 

New Jersey driver's license. 



ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY, LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND
 
DEFENSE COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1869 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: FEBRUARY 14, 1983 

This bill would amend R. S. 39 :3-10 to eliminate the requirement 

that when a person is issued a New Jersey driver's license he sur­

render any current driver's license issued to him by a foreign country. 

The law requiring the surrendering of a foreign driver's license took 

effect on September 1, 1982. Previously, the Division of Motor Vehicles 

collected driver's licenses iSlsued by other states, but not licenses issued 

by foreign countries. The law's purpose was to prevent a person whose 

New Jersey driver's license had been revoked or suspended from using 

a driver's license issued by another state or a foreign country to drive 

in this State. 

After the law was enacted, difficulties arose with regard to the re­

quirement of surrendering driver's licenses issued by foreign countries. 

There are situations in which persons from foreign countries need to 

retain their foreign driver's licenses. They may be in the United States 

only temporarily, or they may need to return to the foreign country 

regularly. Because in many countries a driver's license is issued for 

life because obtaining it involves an expensive and time-consuming 

procedure, a foreign driver's license is an extremely valuable document. 

The people involved ,are extremely reluctant to give up a document they 

may have paid $500.00 for. 

According to the Division of Motor Vehicles, a person who is a resi­

dent of New Jersey for three months or more or accepts employment 

in New Jersey is required to obtain a New Jersey driver's license. To 

cope with the problems that have arisen since this law took effect, DMV 

has been collecting foreign driver's licenses and telling their owners 

that they may retrieve them if they need to return to the foreign 

country. DMV cannot guarantee that several years hence it will be 

able to produce the foreign license, however. 

This bill would permit people who have driver',s licenses is:sued by 

foreign countries to keep their licenses when they are issued aNew 

Jersey driver's license, thereby eliminating the hardship caused by the 

law. The bill would retain the requirement that a person in pos8ession 

of a current driver's licens,e from another state surrender that license 

when issued aNew Jersey driver's license. 



SENATE LAW, PUBLIC SAI~ETY AND DEFENSE
 
COMMITTEE
 

STATE1IENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1869 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: NOVFlMBER 8, 1982 

This hill would amend R. S. 39 :3-10 to eliminate the requirement 

that when a person is issued a :\ew Jersey driver's license he sur­

render all~\' current driver's license issued to him by a foreign country. 

The law requiring tIle surrendering of a foreign driver's license took 

effect on September 1, 1982. Previously, the Division of Motor Vehi­

cles collected driver's licenses iSRued by other states, but not licenses 

issue(l by foreign countries. The purpose of the new law was to pre­

vent a person whose Xew Jersey drivor's license bad been revoked or 

suspcnded from using a driver's license issued by another state or a 

foreign country to drive in this State. 

Aftcr the law was enacted, difficulties arose with regard to the re­

quirement of surrendcring driver's licenses issued by foreign countries. 

rrhere are situations in which persons from foreign eountries need to 

retain their foreign driYer's licenses. They may be in the United States 

only temporarily, or they may need to return to the foreign country 

regularly. Because in many countries a driver's license is issued for 

life and because obtaining it involves an expensive and time-consuming 

procedure, a foreign driver's license is an extremely valuable document. 

This bill would permit people who have driver's licenses issued by 

foreign countries to keep their licenses when they are issued a New 

Jersey driver's license, thereby eliminating' the hardships that have 

arisen as a result of the law. The bill would retain the requirement 

that a person in possession of a current driver's license from another 

state surrender that license wlJen issued aNew J(~rsey driver's license. 



OFFI CE OF THE GOVERNOR
 

FOR II\1i\JEDIATE !{ELEASE CONTACT: CARL GOLDEN 

~]Or.;DAY, I\1AY 2, 1983 

Governor Thomas H. Kean today sif,rned the following bills: 

S-1754, sponsored by Senator C. Louis Bassano, R- Union, to expand the 

current drivers' license examination to include information and questions 

concerning alcohol or drugs as related to highway safety. 

S-1869, also sponsored by Senator Bassano, to eliminate the requirement 

that a person surrender a current drivers' license issued by a foreign country 

upon receipt of a New Jersey drivers' license. 

5-866, sponsored by Senator Raymond Zane, D- Gloucester, to appropriate 

561,614 to the Department of Agriculture to indemnify the ovmers of several 

cattle dairy herds which the Department has determined must be destroyed due 

to the incidence of brucellosis, a contagious and fatal disease., 

S-1604, sponsored by Senator Wynona Lipman, D-Essex, to appropriate 

Sl1S, 000 to the Newark Public, Library. The bill was conditionally vetoed by
l 

the Governor to reduce the amount from $200,000 as orig'inally provided. The 

additional $85, 000 would be provided by legislative passage of a bill to provide 

an additional $2.05 million appropriation for additional aid to libraries 

throughout the state. 

# # # # # 
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