
19:3-6 
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY CHECKLIST 
Compiled by the NJ State Law Library 

 
LAWS OF: 1938  CHAPTER: 308 
 
NJSA:  19:3-6 (Requires public questions on election ballots to be plainly phrased) 
 
BILL NO: A539 
 
SPONSOR: Sholl 
 
DATE INTRODUCED: March 7, 1938 
 
COMMITTEE:  ASSEMBLY: Education 
 
   SENATE: --- 
 
AMENDED DURING PASSAGE:  No 
 
DATE OF PASSAGE:  ASSEMBLY: April 25, 1938 
 
    SENATE: May 31, 1938 
 
DATE OF ENACTEMENT:   June 4, 1938 
 
 
FOLLOWING ARE ATTACHED IF AVAILABLE: 
 
 FINAL TEXT OF BILL (Introduced version of bill enacted)    Yes 
   
 SPONSOR’S STATEMENT:       Yes 
 
 COMMITTEE STATEMENT:   ASSEMBLY:   No  
 
       SENATE:   No 
 
 FLOOR AMENDMENT STATEMENT:      No 
 
 LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ESTIMATE:      No 
 
 VETO MESSAGE:        No 
 
 GOVERNOR’S PRESS RELEASE ON SIGNING:     No 
 
 
FOLLOWING WERE PRINTED: 
 To check for circulating copies, contact New Jersey State Government 
 Publications at the State Library (609) 278-2640 ext. 103 or mailto:refdesk@njstatelib.org. 
 
 REPORTS:         No 
 
 HEARINGS:         No 
 
 NEWSPAPER ARTICLES:       No 
 
LAW/RWH 

mailto:refdesk@njstatelib.org
mailto:refdesk@njstatelib.org


ASSEMBLY, No. 539 
(Revised Statutes, 19 :3-6) 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED MARCH 7, 1938 

By Mr. SHOLL 

Referred to Committee on Education 

AN AcT concerning public questions in elections, and amending section 19 :3-6 , , I 

of the Revised Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 Section 19 :3-6 of the Revised Statutes iR hereby amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 19 :3-6. Any public question voted npon at an election shall be presented 

4 in simple language that can be easily understood by the voter. The printed 

5 phrasing of said question on the ballots shall clearly set forth the true pur-

6 pose of the matter being voted upon. Where the question concerns any 

7 amendment to the State Constitution, or any act or statute or other legal 

8 titles of any nature, the printed phrasing on the ballots shall include a brief 

9 statement interpreting same. 

10 Such public question, when duly voted upon at an election, shall be 

11 deemed to be approved when that percentage of the legal voters of the State 

12 or any subdivision thereof as required by the statute authorizing the pro-

13 posal of such public question shall vote in favor of its adoption. 

14 For the purpose of this title it is hereby declared that the intent and 

15 meaning in any such statute of the words "legal voters" are persons en-

16 titled to vote, and who do vote, at the time and in the manner prescribed 
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17 in and by such statute upon the pub lie question submitted; and for the pur-

18 pose of ascertaining what is the percentage of the legal voters of any 

19 district defined in such statute, upon the public question therein directed to 

20 be submitted, the persons who do not vote at such election, the persons who 

21 do not vote upon the public question and the persons whose ballots may be 

22 declared invalid, shall not be estimated, counted or considered. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

SfDIJSoP..'5 STATEMENT 

The purpose of this act is to make clear to the voters the real purpose and 

intent of any public question submitted for their approval or rejection at an 

election. 
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