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P.L. 2021, CHAPTER 304, approved November 8, 2021
Assembly, No. 5737

AN AcCT establishing an Asian American Pacific Islander
Commission and supplementing Title 52 of the New Jersey
Statutes.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. The New Jersey Asian American Pacific Islander Commission
is created and established in the Executive Branch of the State
Government. For the purposes of complying with the provisions of
Article V, Section 1V, paragraph 1 of the New Jersey Constitution,
the commission is allocated within the Department of State but
notwithstanding this allocation, the commission shall be
independent of any supervision or control by the department or any
board or officer thereof.

2. The commission shall consist of 30 public members
representing Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) communities.

The public members shall be appointed as follows:

One public member shall be appointed by the Secretary of State;

One public member shall be appointed by Governor from among
recommendations made by the President of the Senate; and

One public member shall be appointed by the Governor from
among recommendations made by the Speaker of the General
Assembly.

The Governor shall appoint the remaining 27 public members,
and shall appoint the chair of the commission.

The public members shall have experience advocating on behalf
of their community.

3. Each public member of the commission shall serve a term of
three years, except that in making the first appointments to the
commission, 10 public members shall appointed to serve for one
year, 10 for two years, and 10 for three years. The length of the
respective term for each public member of the first commission
shall be determined by lot at the organization of the commission.
The public members shall be eligible for reappointment and shall
serve until their successors are appointed and qualified, and the
term of the successor of any incumbent shall be calculated from the
expiration of the term of that incumbent. A vacancy occurring
other than by expiration of term shall be filled in the same manner
as the original appointment, but for the unexpired term only.
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4. The majority of authorized members of the commission shall
be required to conduct official business. The commission shall
submit an annual report on its activities to the Governor and the
Legislature, pursuant to P.L.1991, c.164 (C.52:14-19.1).

5. The members of the commission shall serve without
compensation, but they shall be entitled to reimbursement for all
necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.

6. The commission is authorized to call upon any department,
office, division or agency of the State, or of any county,
municipality or school district of the State, to supply such data,
program reports and other information, personnel and assistance as
it deems necessary to discharge its responsibilities under this act.
These departments, offices, divisions and agencies shall, to the
extent possible, and not inconsistent with any other law of this
State, cooperate with the commission and shall furnish it with such
information, personnel, and assistance as may be necessary or
helpful to accomplish the purposes of the commission.

7. The commission shall have the following responsibilities and
duties:

a. To develop policies to improve the community, economic,
social well-being, health and educational needs important to AAPI
communities in New Jersey;

b. To develop and coordinate Statewide programs, recognizing
the continuing contributions of AAPI individuals in New Jersey;

c. To draw upon the membership's knowledge and expertise in
creating activities designed to better educate all citizens of New
Jersey on AAPI issues and culture;

d. To increase the awareness among AAPI individuals of
governmental affairs and community and social service resources
that may benefit AAPI individuals and communities as a whole.

8. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill establishes within the Department of State the Asian
American Pacific Islander (AAPI) Commission. The commission is
tasked with: developing policies to improve the community,
economic, social well-being, health and educational needs
important to AAPI communities in New Jersey; developing and
coordinating Statewide programs, recognizing the continuing
contributions of AAPI individuals in New Jersey; drawing upon the
membership's knowledge and expertise in creating activities
designed to better educate all citizens of New Jersey on AAPI
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issues and culture; and increasing the awareness among AAPI
individuals of governmental affairs and community and social
service resources that may benefit AAPI individuals and
communities as a whole

The commission will consist of 30 members, representing the
diversity of the AAPI community in New Jersey. Each public
member after the first appointments will serve a term of three years.
The public members should have experience in advocacy for their
communities. The commission will be required to submit an annual
report to the Governor and the Legislature about the commission’s
activities.

Members of the commission are not entitled to compensation,
but will receive reimbursement for reasonable expenses incurred in
performing their duties. The commission is also authorized to call
upon any department, office, division, or agency of the State, or of
any county, municipality, or district for such things as information
or personnel in order to accomplish the tasks of the commission.

Establishes Asian American Pacific Islander Commission.



ASSEMBLY, No. 5737

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
219th LEGISLATURE

INTRODUCED MAY 17, 2021

Sponsored by:

Assemblyman RAJ MUKHERJI
District 33 (Hudson)

Assemblyman STERLEY S. STANLEY
District 18 (Middlesex)

Assemblyman GORDON M. JOHNSON
District 37 (Bergen)

Senator VIN GOPAL

District 11 (Monmouth)

Senator LINDA R. GREENSTEIN
District 14 (Mercer and Middlesex)

Co-Sponsored by:

Assemblywoman Vainieri Huttle, Assemblyman Verrelli, Assemblywoman
Timberlake, Assemblymen Karabinchak, Zwicker, Assemblywomen
Murphy, Swain, Assemblymen Tully, Benson, Senators Lagana, Cryan,
Gill and Ruiz

SYNOPSIS
Establishes Asian-American Pacific Islander-Commission.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
As introduced.

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 6/30/2021)
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AN AcCT establishing an Asian American Pacific Islander
Commission and supplementing Title 52 of the New Jersey
Statutes.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. The New Jersey Asian American Pacific Islander Commission
is created and established in the Executive Branch of the State
Government. For the purposes of complying with the provisions of
Article V, Section 1V, paragraph 1 of the New Jersey Constitution,
the commission is allocated within the Department of State but
notwithstanding this allocation, the commission shall be
independent of any supervision or control by the department or any
board or officer thereof.

2. The commission shall consist of 30 public members
representing Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) communities.

The public members shall be appointed as follows:

One public member shall be appointed by the Secretary of State;

One public member shall be appointed by Governor from among
recommendations made by the President of the Senate; and

One public member shall be appointed by the Governor from
among recommendations made by the Speaker of the General
Assembly.

The Governor shall appoint the remaining 27 public members,
and shall appoint the chair of the commission.

The public members shall have experience advocating on behalf
of their community.

3. Each public member of the commission shall serve a term of
three years, except that in making the first appointments to the
commission, 10 public members shall appointed to serve for one
year, 10 for two years, and 10 for three years. The length of the
respective term for each public member of the first commission
shall be determined by lot at the organization of the commission.
The public members shall be eligible for reappointment and shall
serve until their successors are appointed and qualified, and the
term of the successor of any incumbent shall be calculated from the
expiration of the term of that incumbent. A vacancy occurring
other than by expiration of term shall be filled in the same manner
as the original appointment, but for the unexpired term only.

4. The majority of authorized members of the commission shall
be required to conduct official business. The commission shall
submit an annual report on its activities to the Governor and the
Legislature, pursuant to P.L.1991, c.164 (C.52:14-19.1).



© 00 N O Ol & W DN P

A DD A DB PP PEPDEDEOOWOWWWWWWWWDNDNDNDNDNMNDNDNDNDNMNDNNMDNNMNNNMNNRPRPRPRPRPEREERERERERERERPR
~N O Ol WNPEFE OO 00N Ol WODNPFP OO0 N O WNPFPEP OO NO 0w PE- O

A5737 MUKHERJI, STANLEY
3

5. The members of the commission shall serve without
compensation, but they shall be entitled to reimbursement for all
necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.

6. The commission is authorized to call upon any department,
office, division or agency of the State, or of any county,
municipality or school district of the State, to supply such data,
program reports and other information, personnel and assistance as
it deems necessary to discharge its responsibilities under this act.
These departments, offices, divisions and agencies shall, to the
extent possible, and not inconsistent with any other law of this
State, cooperate with the commission and shall furnish it with such
information, personnel, and assistance as may be necessary or
helpful to accomplish the purposes of the commission.

7. The commission shall have the following responsibilities and
duties:

a. To develop policies to improve the community, economic,
social well-being, health and educational needs important to AAPI
communities in New Jersey;

b. To develop and coordinate Statewide programs, recognizing
the continuing contributions of AAPI individuals in New Jersey;

c. To draw upon the membership's knowledge and expertise in
creating activities designed to better educate all citizens of New
Jersey on AAPI issues and culture;

d. To increase the awareness among AAPI individuals of
governmental affairs and community and social service resources
that may benefit AAPI individuals and communities as a whole.

8. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill establishes within the Department of State the Asian
American Pacific Islander (AAPI) Commission. The commission is
tasked with: developing policies to improve the community,
economic, social well-being, health and educational needs
important to AAPI communities in New Jersey; developing and
coordinating Statewide programs, recognizing the continuing
contributions of AAPI individuals in New Jersey; drawing upon the
membership's knowledge and expertise in creating activities
designed to better educate all citizens of New Jersey on AAPI
issues and culture; and increasing the awareness among AAPI
individuals of governmental affairs and community and social
service resources that may benefit AAPI individuals and
communities as a whole
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The commission will consist of 30 members, representing the
diversity of the AAPI community in New Jersey. Each public
member after the first appointments will serve a term of three years.
The public members should have experience in advocacy for their
communities. The commission will be required to submit an annual
report to the Governor and the Legislature about the commission’s
activities.

Members of the commission are not entitled to compensation,
but will receive reimbursement for reasonable expenses incurred in
performing their duties. The commission is also authorized to call
upon any department, office, division, or agency of the State, or of
any county, municipality, or district for such things as information
or personnel in order to accomplish the tasks of the commission.



ASSEMBLY TRANSPORTATION AND INDEPENDENT
AUTHORITIES COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 5737

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: JUNE 14, 2021

The Assembly Transportation and Independent Authorities
Committee reports favorably Assembly Bill No. 5737.

As reported, this bill establishes within the Department of State
the Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) Commission. The
commission is tasked with: developing policies to improve the
community, economic, social well-being, health and educational
needs important to AAPI communities in New Jersey; developing
and coordinating Statewide programs, recognizing the continuing
contributions of AAPI individuals in New Jersey; drawing upon the
membership's knowledge and expertise in creating activities
designed to better educate all citizens of New Jersey on AAPI
issues and culture; and increasing the awareness among AAPI
individuals of governmental affairs and community and social
service resources that may benefit AAPI individuals and
communities as a whole.

The commission is to consist of 30 members, representing the
diversity of the AAPI community in New Jersey. Each public member
after the first appointments is to serve a term of three years. The
public members should have experience in advocacy for their
communities. The commission will be required to submit an annual
report to the Governor and the Legislature about the commission’s
activities.

Members of the commission are not entitled to compensation, but
will receive reimbursement for reasonable expenses incurred in
performing their duties. The commission is also authorized to call
upon any department, office, division, or agency of the State, or of any
county, municipality, or district for such things as information or
personnel in order to accomplish the tasks of the commission.



SENATE, No. 3763

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
219th LEGISLATURE

INTRODUCED MAY 11, 2021

Sponsored by:

Senator VIN GOPAL

District 11 (Monmouth)

Senator LINDA R. GREENSTEIN
District 14 (Mercer and Middlesex)

Co-Sponsored by:
Senators Lagana, Cryan, Gill and Ruiz

SYNOPSIS
Establishes Asian American Pacific Islander Commission.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
As introduced.

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 6/30/2021)
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AN AcCT establishing an Asian American Pacific Islander
Commission and supplementing Title 52 of the New Jersey
Statutes.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. The New Jersey Asian American Pacific Islander Commission
is created and established in the Executive Branch of the State
Government. For the purposes of complying with the provisions of
Article V, Section 1V, paragraph 1 of the New Jersey Constitution,
the commission is allocated within the Department of State but
notwithstanding this allocation, the commission shall be
independent of any supervision or control by the department or any
board or officer thereof.

2. The commission shall consist of 30 public members
representing Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) communities
including, but not limited to: the Bangladeshi, Cambodian, Chinese,
Indian (Punjabi, Hindu, Sikh, Muslim, Buddhist, Jain), Hmong,
Indonesian, Filipino, Japanese, Korean, Laotian, Malaysian,
Mongolian, Pakistani, Singaporean, Sri Lankan, Taiwanese, Thai,
and Vietnamese communities.

The public members shall be appointed as follows:

One public member shall be appointed by the Secretary of State;

One public member shall be appointed by Governor from among
recommendations made by the President of the Senate; and

One public member shall be appointed by the Governor from
among recommendations made by the Speaker of the General
Assembly.

The Governor shall appoint the remaining 27 public members,
and shall appoint the chair of the commission.

The public members shall have experience advocating on behalf
of their community.

3. Each public member of the commission shall serve a term of
three years, except that in making the first appointments to the
commission, 10 public members shall appointed to serve for one
year, 10 for two years, and 10 for three years. The length of the
respective term for each public member of the first commission
shall be determined by lot at the organization of the commission.
The public members shall be eligible for reappointment and shall
serve until their successors are appointed and qualified, and the
term of the successor of any incumbent shall be calculated from the
expiration of the term of that incumbent. A vacancy occurring
other than by expiration of term shall be filled in the same manner
as the original appointment, but for the unexpired term only.
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4. The majority of authorized members of the commission shall
be required to conduct official business. The commission shall
submit an annual report on its activities to the Governor and the
Legislature, pursuant to P.L.1991, c.164 (C.52:14-19.1).

5. The members of the commission shall serve without
compensation, but they shall be entitled to reimbursement for all
necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.

6. The commission is authorized to call upon any department,
office, division or agency of the State, or of any county,
municipality or school district of the State, to supply such data,
program reports and other information, personnel and assistance as
it deems necessary to discharge its responsibilities under this act.
These departments, offices, divisions and agencies shall, to the
extent possible, and not inconsistent with any other law of this
State, cooperate with the commission and shall furnish it with such
information, personnel, and assistance as may be necessary or
helpful to accomplish the purposes of the commission.

7. The commission shall have the following responsibilities
and duties:

a. To develop policies to improve the community, economic,
social well-being, health and educational needs important to AAPI
communities in New Jersey;

b. To develop and coordinate Statewide programs, recognizing
the continuing contributions of AAPI individuals in New Jersey;

c. To draw upon the membership's knowledge and expertise in
creating activities designed to better educate all citizens of New
Jersey on AAPI issues and culture;

d. To increase the awareness among AAPI individuals of
governmental affairs and community and social service resources
that may benefit AAPI individuals and communities as a whole.

8. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill establishes within the Department of State the Asian
American Pacific Islander (AAPI) Commission. The commission is
tasked with: developing policies to improve the community,
economic, social well-being, health and educational needs
important to AAPI communities in New Jersey; developing and
coordinating . Statewide programs, recognizing the continuing
contributions of AAPI individuals in New Jersey; drawing upon the
membership's knowledge and expertise in creating activities
designed to better educate all citizens of New Jersey on AAPI
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issues and culture; and increasing the awareness among AAPI
individuals of governmental affairs and community and social
service resources that may benefit AAPI individuals and
communities as a whole

The commission will consist of 30 members, representing the
diversity of the AAPI community in New Jersey. Each public
member after the first appointments will serve a term of three years.
The public members should have experience in advocacy for their
communities. The commission will be required to submit an annual
report to the Governor and the Legislature about the commission’s
activities.

Members of the commission are not entitled to compensation,
but will receive reimbursement for reasonable expenses incurred in
performing their duties. The commission is also authorized to call
upon any department, office, division, or agency of the State, or of
any county, municipality, or district for such things as information
or personnel in order to accomplish the tasks of the commission.



10/5/22, 12:44 PM Office of the Governor | Governor Murphy Establishes Asian American Pacific Islander Commission

Governor Murphy Establishes Asian
American Pacific Islander Commission

11/8/2021

TRENTON - Governor Phil Murphy today signed A-5737/S-3763 into law establishing the Asian American
Pacific Islander Commission within the Department of State. The commission is charged with developing
policies to address the social and economic needs of the growing Asian American and Pacific Islander
communities in New Jersey. Under this new law, the commission will be required to submit an annual to
the Governor and the Legislature about the commission’s activities.

“As the fastest growing ethnic group, our Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) community is a key
part of the great diversity in our State,” said Governor Murphy. “While we celebrate the important
contributions they make to our society and economy, we also recognize the challenges they encounter to
access economic resources and opportunities. With today’s bill signing, this newly created commission
will represent this diverse population and ensure to advocate on behalf of AAPI throughout New Jersey.”

Primary sponsors of A-5737/S-3763 include Senators Vin Gopal and Linda Greenstein, and
Assemblymembers Raj Mukheriji, Sterley Stanley and Gordon Johnson.

“New Jersey has welcomed immigrants from around the world since its very founding,” said Senator Vin
Gopal, a founding member of the Asian American Pacific Islander Legislative Caucus. “As we move
forward in the 21st Century in our multi-cultured state, we need to make sure all our people, including
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, are valued and encouraged, in whatever endeavor they
undertake. Our state is home to the third-largest percentage of Asian American and Pacific Islander
residents in the nation," added Senator Vin Gopal. “| welcome the signing of this legislation to establish
the AAPI Commission, which will raise awareness among AAPI individuals of governmental affairs and
community and social service resources that may be of benefit to them. Overall, this new law will help
raise visibility and improve understanding, as well as to foster more positive dialogue and communication
and serve to recognize the many and varied contributions AAPI individuals have made and continue to
make in New Jersey.”

“In wake of the hate-fueled acts geared towards the AAPI community that we have seen over the last year,
it is important now more than ever that we work to increase awareness for AAPI individuals, including
their cultural contributions and the issues this community faces,” said Senator Linda Greenstein. “All
cultures and ethnicities deserve to be treated fairly and equitably, and my hope with this commission is
that we can better educate our residents about AAPI culture and provide this community with various
resources to aid them. Our communities need to be safe for individuals of all races and ethnicities to live
comfortably, not fearfully. We will not tolerate hate.”

“Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders and their diverse culture play a significant role in New

Jersey,” said Assemblymembers Raj Mukherji, Sterley Stanley and Gordon Johnson, in a joint statement.
“This Commission will ensure representation and access to resources by raising awareness to several
challenges facing the AAPI community and focusing on addressing the needs of these communities.
Their work will help the State develop ways to recognize the cultures and tackle the social, economic, and
health needs of the AAPI community.”

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562021/approved/20211108e.shtml
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