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recommended by the Study Commission. 

1(/3- med (over)9/1 /73 

.... 



Report mentioned in Sponsor's Statement: 

974.90 N.J. Motor Vehicle Study Commission.
 
A939 Report. Trenton, 1975.
 
1975 "Driver Improvement Programs" -po 101-113
 

"Point System" -po 114-125
 



CHAPTER t!7, ~_.AWS)F N.J. 1911

APPROVED ~-24-77

[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT]

SENATE, No. 1420
------+-._.-

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INT'RODUCED APRIL 26, 1976

By Senators 1fARESSA a,nd VR,EEI.JAND

Referred to Committee on L,a,w, Pub~ic Safety and Defense

AN ACT eoncerning lllotor vehicles and traffic rHgtllatioll *[an,d]* *,*

amending P. L. 1969, c. 261 a,nd P. L. 1972, c. 38 *and supple­

men.ting Title 39 of the Revised Statu.tes*.

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Sen,a.te and General Assembly of the State

2 of New Jersey:

1 1. Section 1 of P. L. 19'69, c. 261 (C. 39 :5-30'.21

) is amended to

2 rea,d as follows:

3 1. Any moving violation of the moto,r vehicle larw which carriels

4 with it a p1enalty of suspension or re,v1ocation of a driver's license

5 may, 'after the effective d,ate of this ,a:et, b,e .subject to review by

6 tIle dire.ctor. The director, in his discretion, m:ay permit a driver

7 subject to suspension or re,voeation to elect to attend a Divisioll of

8 Motor Vehicle1s Driver Imp,rovemellt [Sehool] Progra,m in lieu of

9 all or p1art lof a period of susp,ension [when the violation is a first

10 offense of spieeding in excess of 10 miles per hour over the legal

11 limit]. This discretion,ary authority s7Lall not apply to those sec­

12 tions of the motor vel~icle law which requi1"e the imposition of a

13 rnandatory suspension term.

1 2,. Sectioll 2 of P. L. 1969, c. 261 (C. 39 :5---80.3) is amended to

2 read as follows:

3 2. An ,accumulation of 12 points [within a 3 ye,a,r pieriod] may

4 cause a driv'er to be subject to la hearing before the Director of t.he

5 Division of ~Iotor Vehiclels or a he-aring officer de.signat€'d by the

6 director on a .rule to show cau,se why his driver's licens,e should not

7 b,e 8uspended, or the driver may elect to attend ,a Division of MOlto,r

8 Vehicle,s Driver Improvement '[School] Program. The director,

9 in his discretion, may permit a d'river s-ubject Ito suspension under

10 this s-ection to elect to attend a Division of 1Vlotor Vehiclels Driver

11 Imp,rovement [School] Program in lieu of all or p'art of a periold

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
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12 of suspension. "'The record of points assessed against any driver 

13 shall be reduced by 3 points for each 12 months sltbseqltCnt to the 

14 assessment of points of driving without conviction of a moving 

15 violation.* 

1 3. Section 1 of P. L. 1972, c. 38 (C. 39:5-30.4) IS amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 1. Persons attending a Division of Motor Vehicles Driver Im­

4 provement [School] Progra'Jn shall pay such fee therefor not to 

5 exceed [$25.00] $30.00, as prescribed in regulations prolllulgated 

6 by the director. The driver's license of any person failing to pay 

7 the prescribed fee shall be subject to suspension or revocation. 

1 *4. The record of points assessed against every driver 1M viola­

2 tions occurring prior to the effective date of this act, shall be reduced 

3 by 6 points, provided his record shall not have been assessed any 

4 points dur'ing the year immediately preceding the effective date 

5 .01 this act. If said driver has been assessed tess than 6 points, his 

6 record of points shall be expunged.* 

1 *[4.]* *5.* This act shall take effect immediately. 



SENATE LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND
DEFENSE COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 1420
•

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: MAY 21, 1976

This bill would allow the implementation of administrative changes

in the point system by changing the Motor Vehicle Driver Improvement

School to a Motor Vehicles Driver Improvement Program. Unde,r the

bill, the director may allow a driver to attend in lieu of a period of sus­

pension. The requirement that attendance at the school is contingent

upon a first violation in excess of 10 miles per hour, is removed and the

director is given full discretionary authority except where the suspen­

sion is based on a mandatory suspension.

The fee for attending the Program is raised from $25.00 to $30.00.

The fe,e increase is intended to reflect increased costs from both exist­

ing law and commission cost estimates.

This bill is based upon recommendations of the Motor Vehicle Study

Commission in their September, 1975 Report. It is intended to more

closely tailor a driver improvement program to the individual drivers'

problems as evidenced through their driving records.
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A series of bills which will have a major impact on the State's

~o~e than 4.5 million matoristSwas ~igu~t iuLo law today by Governor

f~'~~.-. ... 1':•• _ far. th~ drinki:o..g and drivi.ng

, ,

G-O-..r2;:-n::)J:

sponsared by Senator ~Toseph A. lLu:ess;,~, D-'Ca21den~ provide that :

the;';1:-1.tl::2D zmd
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monitored ar~ reo~dial action, ~hen indicated, wil~ be instituted before
\
~ ...

illegal or dangerous dri-ving h.:lbits becooe in~rained... The age for a ~riving

permit will be lowered to 16 for tlSe in driver educ.ation c.ourses. At. age

16 1/2~ the nev driver may use the permit for practice driving bettleen sunrise

and sunset vhen accompEL."ied by a licensed dr.iver yith at least. three years

experienc.e. At age 17» a permit halder may drive a~ytime when'acco::lpanied

by a licensed drive·r~ P.. permit holder may take the test for the initial

probationary license at age 17.

- .A. new Driver Ma..l"1ual will be issued T.Jhich will have 7 as its priJ:lary objectives?

informat.i.on designed to raise the level of safe driving k..aowle.dge among license

applicants. The new manual will be ioproved as to "readability ~ If and will be

-
a sUIIICary' of t.he New Jersey Motor Ve·hic.le Laws as well ,as a practtcal. g)w.ide

for safe and efficient driving prac.t.ices.

- Drivers rill be required to submit to a vision test every ten years to see

if corrective gl~sse5 are needed or currently used eyeglasses are adequate.

A medical/',ision advisory panel Yill devise b~tter licensing standards in this

area and assist the Di'7ision in adjudicating cases concerning driv~rs who suff~r

from identified medical or vision problems. The panel will consist of medical

doctors and licensing officials who will revie~ existfng policies and procedures

and make- recammadations for changes or improvemt!;t1ts~ if indicated.- In additicn

to those yith vision problems~ the State maintains certain st.andards for handi-

capped persons and for those with a history of seriou's medical problems~

- A single standard fo·r the drinking and· driving offense will be establish,::d ~hich

lowers the level of blood alcohol at T,.;11icll a pJrson is presu.r:ted to be under the

influence. Lt"1e present level of .15;~ T~ill be tightened to .10%. ,Under the revised,

law, the term "impaired" will nat be used. Individuals found to have less than

.05% blood alcohol content (BAC) will be presum~d to be sober for drivirig purposes.
t
~

At BAC levels of .05% up to but not including .iO%~ no presusptions uill be raised

that the driver is or is not under the influen~e, but oth~r evidence going to that

question will be adrnisstble~
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. Licenses will no·t be restored until the convicted (lri~ver completes

ma.rldated education and rehabilita'tion. Persons no·t judged to be problem

drill}~ers must participate in informatiorlal courses in a school operated

urlder the au.spic.es of DM\' which emphasizes responsible- driving techniques

-and attitudes. Those ~lho are fO"L..!1d -to be problem drinkers will _

be required to seek help from organizations such as Alcoholics

A"ncnymous o'r register as an outpatient in -an alcohol rehabilitation

program r~~ by a hospita~ or clinic.

A 'f"grancifather, clau~e" in the- legislation p~ovides tha.t. drivers

~urrently_suspend~' under the old drun~en dr.f:.ving lar.; 'Will be ell"gible to apply for

license res'toration upon satisfactory completion of the" edt~ca'tion

or rehabilitation program, after cornple-tion of at· least si.x mon-ths

SUSIJ2nsion~

'rne new statute calls for -a license 5usperl.sion of not less

than 60 days and not more than 180 days £0):-< the first offense,

wi-t.h a fine of not less than $200 nor more than $400.

A subsequent conviction would result in a license suspension

of no·t less than one year nor more than three years and a fine

,~f no~t less than $500 nor more than $1000.

A third conviction ,..;ithin ten }l'ears vlill require a five- year

suspension and a fine of $lOOO.

Jail terms. on the firs·t conviction could be up to 30 days and

up to 90 da)I's on a subsequent convictiorl.. For a third offense 8

thr? term of imprisonment \\;"ill be rlo-t less than 30 G?lYs

tJ12_n l80 days.

ITl..ore

-nor mo:=e
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Refusal to take a breath test after ar.-rest .for suspected

dru....1'1}-:.en driving \vill result in a 90 day license suspension

if no prior conviction exists and a one year suspension if

there has been a prior conviction wit.~in 15 years.

- The accumul~tion of 12 points in rnoving violations will~continue

to constitute cause for: license suspension. I-Iowever I the MotC?r

Vehicles Director O.r; a hearing officer desigDated by him may'

permit the driver to· participat.e in a Driver .Improvement- Program

operated by the Division. 'Successful comp~etion of .driver improv?~ent

school will give the driver a reduction in poL~ts.

vThen a driver accumulates bet',-v"een six and eleven points I the

Division will send an official notice ~arnL~g the driver U~at

subsequent violations may resul~ in the loss of griving privileges.

- Under ~lJe new moving violation la~i!, D~W wi}.l adjust all points

accurnulated over the pas t three years to a. ne\'l, reduced point

sy~te-n. l'1otorists will receive a one--time 6 point reduction

if no points were assessed over' the last year.~ Drivers' not

eligible for the f.irst time. 6 point reduction can earn·a 3 point

reduction" for each additional yearwithout·i::o~\rictionfor a rr..oving

'Jiolation. Everyone will., get a 3 p'Jint reduction for eaCJ.~ additional

year of conviction-free driving; hOt,,,ever. no p-aint tota.ls will be

reduced belo\v zero. This is .to encoll.r.age improved violation-free
) -

driving by all motorists.

Motor Vehicles Director John A. vlad.dington said that the neT1r"

la\'!s \viII be i.ro.plemented as quickly as possible.
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