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INTRODUCED APRIL 26, 1976
By Senators MARESSA and VREELAND
Referred to Committee on Law, Public Safety and Defense

AN Acr concerning motor vehicles and traffic regulation *[and]* *,*
amending P. L. 1969, c¢. 261 and P. L. 1972, e. 38 *and supple-
menting Title 39 of the Revised Statutes*.

BE 11 ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. Section 1 of P. L. 1969, c. 261 (C. 39:5-30.2) is amended to
read as follows:

1. Any moving violation of the motor vehicle law which carries
with it a penalty of suspension or revocation of a driver’s license
may, after the effective date of this act, be subject to review by
the director. The director, in his discretion, may permit a driver
subject to suspension or revocation to elect to attend a Division of
Motor Vehicles Driver Improvement [School] Program in lieu of
all or part of a period of suspension [when the violation is a first
offense of speeding in excess of 10 miles per hour over the legal
limit]. T'his discretionary authority shall not apply to those sec-
tions of the motor vehicle law which require the imposition of a
mandatory suspension term.

2. Section 2 of P. L. 1969, c. 261 (C. 39:5-30.3) is amended to
read as follows:

2. An accumulation of 12 points [within a 3 year period] may
cause a driver to be subject to a hearing before the Director of the
Division of Motor Vehicles or a hearing officer designated by the
director on a rule to show cause why his driver’s license should not
be suspended, or the driver may elect to attend a Division of Motor
Vehicles Driver Improvement [School] Program. The director,
in his diseretion, may permit a driver subject to suspension under
this section to elect to attend a Division of Motor Vehicles Driver

Improvement [School] Program in lieu of all or part of a period

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
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of suspension. *The record of pownis assessed against any driver
shall be reduced by 3 points for each 12 months subsequent to the
assessment of points of driving without conviction of a moving
violation.*

3. Section 1 of P. L. 1972, c. 38 (C. 39:5-30.4) is amended to
read as follows:

1. Persons attending a Division of Motor Vehicles Driver Im-
provement [School] Program shall pay such fee therefor not to
exceed [$25.00] $30.00, as prescribed in regulations promulgated
by the director. The driver’s license of any person failing to pay
the prescribed fee shall be subject to suspension or revocation.

*4. The record of points assessed against every driver for viola-
tions occurring prior to the effective date of this act, shall be reduced
by 6 points, provided his record shall not have been assessed any

points during the year immediately preceding the effective date

-of this act. If said driver has been assessed less than 6 points, his

record of points shall be expunged.*
*[4.]* *5.* This act shall take effect immediately.
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: MAY 21, 1976

This bill would allow the implementation of administrative changes
in the point system by changing the Motor Vehicle Driver Improvement
School to a Motor Vehicles Driver Improvement Program. Under the
bill, the director may allow a driver to attend in lieu of a period of sus-
pension. The requirement that attendance at the school is contingent
upon a first violation in excess of 10 miles per hour, is removed and the
director is given full discretionary authority except where the suspen-
sion is based on a mandatory suspension.

The fee for attending the Program is raised from $25.00 to $30.00.
The fee increase is intended to reflect inereased costs from both exist-
ing law and commission cost estimates.

This bill is based upon recommendations of the Motor Vehicle Study
Commission in their September, 1975 Report. It is intended to more
closely tailor a driver improvement program to the individual drivers’
problems as evidenced through their driving records.
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FROM THZ CFFICE OF THE GOVERMOR

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

FEBRUARY 24, 1977 ED RAMSEY

A series af bills which will have = major impact on the State’s
mowa than 4.5 milllon motorists was signed dnto law foday by Covernarc
Brandan Yyrua.

The new laws reviss tha Driver Mameal, veguire liceagsed drivers to

rzkz eye tests every tea years, allow fov rtha erasing of points for viclation-

single staodard fox the dvinkiang and driving

the Stanze's motor wehicle vegulaticns and will
safety on our highways,” said Byrze.
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rocommendations nada Lo

VYehicle SGoudy Commlsslon headad dv Fatry E. Evenchick
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Newark lowrver., The ssveateen werbar cumalssion held nugerous

sessions ond thrae public hearings bal

improved effectivaness of the Division of Motor Vehicies.

, 15~1416, 3-1417 1419 » 23
sponsored by Segaror Joseph A. Horassa,
— All criver license applicacts wirh ne prior driving experience will, after
succassiclly completing the written azad voad tesi, be issued z probationzry
liceuze far the first two years. The license docuwmant will lock the same
as ali otasr ¥Ney Jersey licenses, but duwving the two year proSaiicoary pariod
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monitored and remedial action, when indicate%, will be instituted before
illegal or dangerous driving hzbits become iggréinéd. " The zge for a driving
permit will be lowered fo 16 for use in drivef eduéation courses. AL age

16 1/2, the new driver may use the permlit for practice driving between sunrise
and sunset vhen accompanied by a licensed driver with at least three years
experience. At age 1&; a permit holder may drive anytime when accoapanied

by a licensed driver. kA permit holder may take the test for the initial
probationary license at age 17.

— A new Driver Manual will be issued which wiil have, as its'primary objectives,
informatien designed to raise the level of safe driving konowledge among licenée
applicants. Thé new mamual will ba impréved as to "readabiiity," an& willvﬁe

a summazy'bf the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Laws as well as a practical guide
for safe and efficienr driving practices. A
- Privers will bé reéuired to submit to a vision test every tea }ears tc see

if corrective glasses are needed or currently used eyeglasses are zdequate.

A medical/vision advisory panal will devise better licensing stzndaréds in this

area and assist the Division in adjudicating cases concerning drivers who suffer
from identified medical or vision problems. Thé panel will consist of wadical
doctors and 1icensing officials who will review existing policies aad procedures
énd make recommedations for changes or improvemwents, if indicated.. In additicm

to those with vision problems, the State maintains certain standards for handi-
capped persons and for those with a history of serious medical problenms.

- A single standard for the drinking and driving coffense will be established which
lowers the level of blood ;lcohol ar which a pé:son is presumed to be under tﬁe
infleence. The present level of .15% will be tightened to .107. Under the revisad.
law, the term "iwpaired" will not be used. Individuals found to have less than

.05% blood alcohol content (BAC) will be presumed to be sober for driving purposes.
4
At BAC levels of .05% uvp to but not including .10%, no presumptions will be raised

that the driver is or is not under the influence, but other evidence golng to that

question will be admissible,



1

‘Licenses will not be restored until the convicted driver completes

andat

o
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d education and rehabilitation. Persons not judged to he prohlem

M
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irinkers must participate in informational courses in a school cperated
undexr the auspices of DMV which emphasizes responsible driving technigues
and attitudes. Those who are found to be problem drinkers will .

be reguired to seek help fram organizations such as Alcoholics.
Anconymous or register as an outpatient in an alcohal rehabilitation
progrém run by a‘hospital or clinié.

A "grandfather clause" in the legislation p;ovides that drivers :

currently suspendad under the old drunken driving law will Ee eligible to apply

N all

license restoration upon satisfactory completion of the education
or rehabilitation program, after cémpletion of at least six months
susp=ansion. |
e new statute calls for a license suspension of not less
than 60 days and not-more than 18C days for the first offensé,
with a fine of not less than $200 nor more than $40C.

A subseqguent conviction would resuit in a licénse suspension
‘of not less than one year nor more than three years and a fine
o5f not less than $500 nor more than $10CC.

A third conviction within ten years will require a five year
suspansion and a2 fine of $1000.

Jail térms on the first convichtion could be up to 30 days and
up te 90 days on a subseguent conviction. For a third offepse,>

the term of imprisonmant will be not less than 30 days nor more

than 180 days.
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Refusal to take a breath test after arrest for suspectéd

drunken driving will result in a 20 day license suspension

if no prior conviction exists and a on

0

year suspension if

there has been a prior conviction within 15 years.

— The accumulation of 12 points in moving violatians will continue

to constitute cause for license suspension. However, the Motar
Vehwcles Director or a hearing officer designated by him may

permit thp driver to. partlcvnate in a Dr;ver»lmp;ovemant Program
operated by tbe DlVlSlon- Successful completion of driver improvement
school will give-the driver a reduction in points.

When a driver accumu ates bctween six and eleven points, the
Division will send an official notice warning the driver that
subsequent viclations may result in the loss of driving privileges,
— Under the new mo&ing violétiqn law, DMV will adjust all points
accumulated over the past three years to a new, reduced point
system. Motorists will receive a one-~time 6 point reduction
if no points weré assessed over the last year.. Drivers not
eligible for the first time 6 point reduction can earn a 3 point
reduction for each add**wonal year'without'éo£§iction for a moving
violation. Everyone will get a 3 point reduﬁﬁion for each additional
vear of conviction-free drivin ng: howevear, no point totals will be
reduced beslow zero. This is to encourage i?prqved violation-free
driving by all motorists.

Motor Vehicles Director John A. Waddington gald that the new

laws will be impleme nted as guickly as possible.
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