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ASSEMBLY, No. 185 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 13, 1939 

By Mr. FARLEY 

, Referred to Committee on Ways and Means 

AN AcT to license and regulate the business of private detectives and private 

detective agencies, and providing penalties for violation of the provisions 

hereof. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General .Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. (a) Definitions: "Private detective business" shall mean and in-

2 elude the business of private detective, private detective business, the busi-

3 ness of investigator or the business of watch, guard or patrol agency and 

4 shall also mean and include, separately or collectively, the making, for hire 

5 or reward, of any investigation or investigations for the purpose of obtain-

6 ing information with reference to any of the following matters, notwith-

7 standing the fact that other functions and services may also be performed 

8 for fee, hire or reward; crime or wrongs done or threatened against the 

9 government of the United States of America or any State or territory of 

10 the United States of America; the identity, habits, conduct, movements, 

11 whereabouts, affiliations, associations, transactions, reputation or character 

12 of any person, group of persons, association, organization, society, other 

13 groups of persons, :firm or corporation; the credibility of witnesses or other 

14 persons; the whereabouts of missing persons; the location or recovery of 

15 lost or stolen property; the causes and origin of, or responsibility for fires, for 

16 libels, or losses, or accidents, or damage or injuries to real or personal prop-
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17 erty; or the affiliation, connection or rEilation of any person, firm or corporation 

18 with any organization, society, association, or with any official, membe~or 

19 representative thereof; or with reference to the conduct, honesty, efficiency, 

20 loyalty or activities of employees, a gen.ts, contractors and subcontractors; 

21 or the securing of evidence to be used before any authorized investigating 

22 committee, board of award, board of arbitration, or in the trial of civil or 

23 criminal cases; or the furnishing, for hira or reward; of watchmen or guards 

24 or private patrolmen or other person~ to ·protect persons or property or to . 

25 prevent the theft or the unlawful taking of good~, wares and merchandise, 

26 or to prevent the misappropriation or ·concealment 0£ goods, wares or mer-

27 chanclise, money, bonds, stocks, oho sea in action, notes or other valuable 

28 documents, papers and articles of valq.e, .or to procure the· return thereof, 

29 or the performing of the service of such guard or other perso~ __ for. any 

30 of said purposes. 

31 (b) The terms "the business of detective· agency," the "business of 
.. 

32 investigator" and the "business of watch, guard or patrol ag-ency" shall 

33· mean and include any person, firm or corporation engaged in the private de-

34 tective business as defined in subdivision (a) of this section who employs one 

35 or more persons in conducting such business. 

36 (c) The terms "private detective·" or "investigator" shall mean and 

37 include any person who singly conducts a private detective agency without 

38 the assistance of any employee actually engaged in the private detective · 

39 business. 

1 2. No person, firm, company, partnership or corporation shall engage in 

2 the business of private detective or the business of investigator or the busi-

3 ness of watch, guard or patrol agency for the purpose of furnishing guards 

·4 or patrolmen or other persons as herein defined to protect persons or prop­

·5 erty or to prevent the theft or the unlawful taking of goods, wares and m_er­

.6 chandise or to prevent the misappropriation or concealment of goods, 

7 wares, merchandise, money, bonds, stocks, documents and other articles of 

·s value, for hire or reward, or advertise his or their business to be that of de-



3 

o tcctive or of a detective agency or investigator, or watch, guard or patrol 

10 agency, notwithstanding the name or title·used in' describing such agency or 

11 notwithstanding the fact that other. functioi1s·and ·services may also be per-

12 formed for fee, hire or reward, without having first obtained from the 

l3 Superintendent of State Police a license so to do, as hereinafter provided. 

14 Any person or persons, firm or corporation, who shall violate any of the 

15 provisions of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and the violator 

JG shall be subject to a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000~00) or•im-

17 prisonment in the State prison for a ~erm not to ·exceed three·years, or both.· 

1 3. No person, ·firm, company, partnership or corporation shall engage in 

2 the business of furnishing or supplying for fee, hire or reward information 

. 3· as to the personal character of any· person, :p.rm, company, or corporation, 

4 society or as~ociation, or any person or group of persons, or as to the char_. 

5 acter or kind of the business and occupation of any person, firm, company 

, G or corporation, or own or conduct or maintain a bureau or agency 'for the· 

7 above mentioned purposes, except exclusively as to the financial standing 

8 and credit responsibility of persons,.:firms, companies or corporations; pro-

9 vided, the business so exempted does: not embrace other activities as de-· 

10 scribed in section one, without having first · obtained from the Superintend-

11 ent of State Police, as hereafter provided, a license so to do ·for each such· 

12 bureau or agency and for each and ·evety suoagency, office and branch· of .. 

I:J flee to be owned, conducted, managed or maintained by such perso':r1; firm, 

14 company, partnership or corporation for the·conduct of such.business. 

15 Any person or persons, firm or · corporation, who shall violate any of 

lG the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and the vio-

17 lator shall be subject to a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000.00} 

18 or imprisonment in the State prison for a term not to exceed three years, o~ 

19 both. 

1 4. Any person, firm, partnership, company or corporation intending to 

2 conduct a private detective business,· the business of investigator or .the· 

3 business of watch, guard or patrol agency, or the business of a detective 
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4 agency and any person, firm, partnership, company or corporation intend-

5 ing to conduct the business of furnishing or supplying information as to. the 

6 personal character of . any person or firm, or as to the character or kind of 

7 the business and occupation of any person, firm or corporation, society or 

8 association or any person or group of persons, or intending to own, con-

9 duct, manage or maintain a bureau or agency for the above mentioned pur-

10 poses or intending. to engage in any one or more of the activities set forth 

11 in section one except exclusively as to the financial rating of :persons, firms 

12 or corporations, shall, for each such bureau or agency and for each and 

13 every subagency, office and branch office to be owned, conducted, managed 

14 or maintained by such person, firm, partnership or corporation for the con-

15 duct of such business, file in the office of the Superintendent of State Police 

16 a written application, duly signed and verified, as follows: If the applicant 

17 is a person he shall present to the Superintendent of State Police a written 

18 application for a license, which application shall be signed and verified and 

19 shall be approved by not less than five reputable citizens who shall be free-

20 holders of the county where such applicant resides or of the county it is 

21 proposed to conduct such business, and in the case of a partnership it shall 

22 be approved by five reputable citizens for each of the members of the part-

23 nership, freeholders of the county where each member of the partnership 

24 resides, or of the county in which it is proposed to conduct such business 

25 and in the case of a corporation it shall be approved by five reputable citi-

26 zens for each officer and director of the corporation· and.his successor, free-

27 holders of the county where such director resides or of the county in which 

28 it is proposed to conduct such business, which approval shall be acknowl-

29 edged by said citizens before an offic~r authorized to take acknowledgments 

30 of deeds of land. The application shall state the following: N anie, age, res-

31 idence, present and previous occupations of each person or individual so 

32 signing the same; that he is a citizen· of the United States·; the n·am:e of the 

33 city; town· or village, stating the street ·and number, and otherwise such apt 

34 description as will reasonably indicate the location thereof where is to· be lo-
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35 cntcd the principal place of business of the bureau, agency, subagency, 

:Ui office or branch office for which the license is desired; and it ·shall set forth 

~i7 such other facts as may be required by the Superintendent of State Police 

38 ns will tend to show the character, competency and integrity of each per-­

:m 8on or individual so signing such application. 

40 Any person or persons, firm or corporation who· shall knowingly state 

41 nny fact in his or their application falsely shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 

,t2 nnd the violator shall be subject to a fine not to exceed one thousand dol-

4J Inrs or imprisonment in the State Prison for a term not to exceed three 

44 years, or both. 

1 5. The Superintendent of State Police when satisfied from the exami-

2 nation of any applic~tion submitted to him as above and from such further 

3 inquiry and investigation as he shall deem proper as to the good character, 

4 competency and integrity of such applicant, or if the applicant be a part~ 

5 nership or corporation of the individua:l members or officers thereof, in his 

G <liscretion may issue and deliver to any person or partnership or corpora-

7 tion applying as aforesaid, a license to conduct such business and to own, 

8 or conduct, or maintain a bureau, agency, subagency, office or branch office 

~ for the conduct of such business on the premises stated in such applica-

10 t.ion, upon the applicants paying to the Superintendent of State Police for 

11 the State of New Jersey, to defray the cost of regulation, in the case of a 

12 person, a license fee of two hundred dollars ($200.00), and in the case of 

13 a copartnership or a corporation, a license fee of three hundred dollars 

]4 ($300.00), and upon the applicant executing, delivering and filing with the 

1:> said Superintendent of State Police, in the case of a person, a bond with one 

16 or more sufficient sureties in the sum of three thousand dollars ($3,000.00), 

17 nnd in the case of a copartnership or-a corporation, a bond with one or more 

18 sufficient sureties, in the sum of five thousand dollars· ($5;000.00), said bond 

19 being conditioned for the faithful and honest conduct of such business by·· 

20 such person, partnership or corporation, which bond, as to its form an:d kind 

21 of sufficiency of security thereon, must be approved by the said Superin-

..... 
.\ 

·, 

\l ,. 

; ,· ,· 



22 _tendent of State Police. Such bond shall be taken in the name of the people 

2.3 of the State of New Jersey and any person injured by the wilful, malicious· ........ ' 

24 and/or wrongful act of the person, partnership or corporation, may bring an 

25 action on said bond in his own name to recover damages suffered by such 

26 wilful, malicious and/or wrongful act. The license granted pursuant to this 

27 act shall be for a period of five years, but shall be revocable at all times by 

28 the Superintendent of State Police for cause ~hown, after ·a hearing; and 

29 in the event of such revocation or of any surrender of such license, no re-

30 fund shall be made in respect of any license fee paid under. the· provisions 

31 of this act. The license certificate shall be in a form to be prescribed by 

32 the Superintendent of State Police and shall specify the full name of the 

33 applicant, the location of the princi,pal office or place of business and the 

34 location of the bureau, agency, subagency, office or branch office, for which 

35 the license is issued; the date on which it is issued, the date on which it 

36 will expire and the names and residences of the person or persons filing the 

37 application required by section four upon which the license is issued and 

38 in the event of a change of any such person, address or residence~ the 

39 Superintendent of State Police shall be duly notified in writing of such change 

40 within five days thereafter and failure to g~ve such notification shall be suf-

41 ficient cause for revocation of such license. 

42 No such license shall be issued to a person 1:1nder the age of twenty-five 

43 years. Nor shall a license be issued to any person, partnership or corpo-

44 ration, who has not had at least three yea~s experience as an investigator 

45 or as a police officer with any organized police department of the State, 

46 county, city, town, or any enforcement agencies of the United States Gov-

47 ernment. In the case of a partnership or· corporation, one such applicant 

48 must possess this qualification. 

49 The Superintendent of State Police, or any member thereof, shall hold 

50 as confidential all information obtained as the result of the investigation of 

51 the applicant,· and shall not divulge same except on an order to do so by 

52 a court of record . 

..,., 
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1 6 . .A:ny person, partnership or corporation to whom a lfoense-, certifi~~ 

. 2 cate · has been issued shall surrender said certificate to· the Superintendent 

3 of State Police within five days after his or their license shall have expired, 

4 or shall have been revoked, suspended or surrendered, and no refund shall 

5 be made ·in respect to any payrilenf of ·any license fee paid•-under- the· prci­

·6 visions of this act. 

·7 Failure to comply with any of the provisions of this section ·shall be a 

8 misdemeanor, and the violator shall be subject to a· fine not to exceed one 

9 thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisonment in the State Prison for a term 

10 not to exceed three years, or both. 

1 7. In the event of the death, resignation or removal of any officer or 

2 director of a corporation, or the _appointment or election of any successor 

· 3 due notice to that effect shall be filed in writing within five days thereafter· 

4 with the Superintendent of State Police; in the event of the change of 

5 address of the principal office or of any bureau, agency, subagency, office · 

6 or branch office,. notice to that_ effect· shall be filed in writing within five 

7 days thereafter with the Superintendent of State Police. 

1 8. Immediately upon the receipt of the license certificate issued by the 

2 Superintendent of State_ Police, pursuant to this act, the licensee named 

3 therein shall cause such license certificate to be posted and at all times dis-

4 played in a conspicuous place in the bureau, agency, subagency, office or 

5 branch office for which it is issued, so that all persons v,isiting at the place 

6 may readily see the same. Such license certificate shall at all reasonable 

7 times be subject to inspection by the Superintendent of State Police or by 

8 any member of the Department of State Police or by any member of any 

9 county or municipal police department. It shall be a misdemeanor for any 

10 person, partnership or corporation holding such license certificate to post 

11 such certificate or. to permit such certificate to be posted upon premises. 

12 other than those described therein or to which it has· been transferred pur-

13 suant to the provisions of this act or knowingly to alter, def ace or destroy any · 
. , 

14 such license certificate. In the event that any license certificate issued by · 

i 
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15 the Superintendent of State Police is lost or destroyecl, a notice of said loss 

16 or destruction shall be given to the Superintendent of State Police forth,.. 

17 with, and he may in his discretion issue a duplicate thereof. 

1 9. The holder of any license certificate issued under the provisions of 

2 this act may employ to assist him in his work as.· detective and ~n the con-

3 duct of such business, as many persons as he may deem necessary : and 

4 shall at all times during such employment be accountable for the good 

5 conduct in the business, of each and every person so employed. Any 

6 person so in the· employ of the holder of such a license certificate need not 

7 be the holder of a license certificate issued pursuant to the provisions of this 

8 act. Should the holder of a license certificate falsely state or represent that 

9 a person is or has been in his employ, such false statement or misrepre-

10 sentation shall be sufficient cause for the revocation of such license. Any· 

11 person falsely stating or representing that he is or haJ been a detective or . 

12 employed by a detecti':"e agency shall be guilty of a mtsdemeanor, and the 

13 violator shall be subject to a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars 

14 ($1,000.00) or imprisonment in the State Prison for a term not to exceed 

15 three years, or both. .Any person who is or has been an employee of a 

16 holder of a license shall not divulge to anyone other than his employer or, 

17 as his employer shall direct, except as he may be required by the provisions , 

18 of this act, any information acquired by him during such employment in 

19 respect to any work to which he shall have been assigned by such employer. 

20 Any ~uch employee violating the provisions of this section and any s~ch 

· 21 employee who shall wilfully make a false report to his employer in respect 

2·2 of any of such work shall be guilty of a-misdemeanor, and the violator 

23 shall be subject to a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or 

:;;'i: imprisonment in the State Prison for a term not to exceed three years, 

25 or both. The employer of any employee believed to have violated this sec-

26 tion shall without any liability whatsoever upon said employer supply the 

27 Superintendent of State Police or such. officer or person in the Department 

28 of State Police as the Superintendent of State Police may designate, all 

l 
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29 the known facts and circumf?tances · in connection with the said employee ~s 

30 transaction or performance or action believed to be in violation of this 

31 section and the Superintendent of State Police or his authorized repre-

32 sentative shall, should the facts a:nd circumstances be deemed to warrant, 

33 conduct further investigation and submit the evidence thus acquired to the 

34 prosecutor of the county in which the violation occurred, for · appropriate 

35 action.; 

1 10. Criminal action for violation of this act shaff be prosecuted by the · 

2 prosecutor, or his assistant, of the county in which the violation occurred, 

· 3 •in the name of'the State of New Jersey. The prosecutor shall, upon a con-

4 viction for a violation of any: pr·ovision • of this·: act. arid. within, ten days 

5 thereafter, make and file with the Superintendent of State Police a detailed 

6 report F'howing the date of such conviction, the name of the person con-

7 victed and the nature of the charge. 

8 In any prosecution under this act_ any person, firm, company, partner-

9 ship or corporation who performs or commits any. of the acts set forth in 
I . , 

10 s·ections· one and two, shall be presumed to do so for a fee, compensation, 

11 valuable consideration or reward. 

1 11. (a) For the purpose of personal identification in· the conduct of 

2 the business of private detective or investigator, the Superintendent of 

3 State Police shall prescribe white 4¼" x 2%" identification cards, to be 

4 made up by the person, partnership· or corporation licensed under the pro-

5 visions of this act, according to the following description, and issued by 

6 · the licensee to himself, copartner, corporation or to each such investigator 

7 who is employed solely, exclusively· and regularly in his or· their private 

8 •detective business. 

I , 
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10 , 

{b) If the bearer be a private detective: , 

Photograph 
one square 

inch· 

License No ......................... ...,..---------

Date. of Expiration _____ _ 

THIS IS TO. CERTIFY THAT 

is licensed and bonded by the State of New Jersey ~~ a PRIVATE 

DETECTIVE in pursuant to. '' An act to license and · regulate the 

business of private detectives and private detective agencies; and pro~ 

viding penalties for violation of the provisions thereof,'' and is v~sted 

with all authorities allowed him by law. 

····························---------
Signature of Private Detective. 

10 ( c) If the bearer be an investigator: 

Photograph 
one square 

-inch 

License No ..................................... ___ _ 

Date of Expiration ······----..._ 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT 

CJ ···········-··········· .. ························----·····························--C) 

§ is employed as an INVESTIGATOR, by the undersigned, a duly 
~ 
S licensed and bonded private detective agency, in pursuant to '' An act 
~ 
'+-< to license and regulate the business of private detective and private 
0 

~ detective agencies, and providJng penalties for violation of the pro-

~ visions thereof,'' and is vested with all authorities allowed him 
~ 

.~D by law. 
r.n ···········································-·····················---······················· 

Signature of employer. 

11 ( d) All persons to whom such identification cards shall have been 

12 issued shall be responsible for the safe keeping of the same and shall not 

13 loan, let or allow any other person to use or display such identification 

14 card, and any person so parting with such identification card or using or 

15 displaying the same without authority, or who· shall use or display any 

16 identification card, purporting to authorize the holder or user thereof to 

17 act as a private detective or investigator unless the same shall have been 

18 duly issued pursuant to the provisions of this act, shall be guilty of a 

19 misdemeanor and the violator shall be subject to a fine not to exceed one 

20 thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisonment in_ the State prison for a 

21 term not to exceed three years, or both. 
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1 12. No person, partnership or corporation licensed under the provisions 

2 of this act, or the officers, operatives or agents thereof, shall be allowed to 

3 wear, carry or exhibit a badge or shield in the conduct of his or their busi-

4 ness. Any person, partnership or corporation licensed under the provisions 

5 of this act, or officers, operatives or agents in the employ of · such licensed 

6 private detectives or private detective agency, violating the provisions of 

7 this act, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and the violator shall be subject 

8 to a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisonment 

9 in the State prison for a term not to exceed three years, or both. 

1 13. Any person, partnership or corporation licensed under the pro-

2 visions of this act shall, upon notice by the Superintendent of State Police, 

3 discontinue any advertising or the use of any advertisement, seal or card 

4 which in the opinion of the Superintendent of State Police, may tend to 

5 mislead the public. Failure to comply with the provisions of such notice 

6 shall be cause for revocation of license. 

1 14. Any person, partnership or corporation licensed under the. pro-

2 visions of this act,. who shal~ sell, issue, rent, loan, or distribute badges or 

3 membership cards, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and the violator shall 

4 be subject to a fine not to ex~eed one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or im-

5 prisonment in the State prison for a term not to exceed three years, or 

6 both. 

1 15. For the purpose of investigating the character, competency, in-

2 tegrity and methods of operation of the applicants or licensees hereunder or 

3 of the officers, operatives or agents thereof, the Superintendent of State Po-

4 lice shall have the power to issue subpamas and compel the attendance of 

5 witnesses. All such subprenas issued shall be under the hand of the Super­

G intendent of State Police and the seal of the Department of State Police and 

7 upon service thereof the witnesses shall be tendered the fees to which they 

8 would be entitled were they subpamaed in a court of record. If a person, 

9 duly subpcenaed, shall fail to obey such subprena without reasonable cause, 

10 or shall, without such cause, refuse to be examined or to answer any perti-

""!'' 
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11 nent questions as to the character, actions or qualifications of such applicant 

~2 or licensee or any of his employees,' he shall be guilty of a misdemeallQr, 

13 nnd tho ·violntoi.· slmll bo subject ·to n ·fino not. to oxcood ono thonRnnd rlo11JJr:: 

14 or imprisonment in the State prison for a ·term not to exceed three years, or 

15 both. The testimony of ·witnesses in any such proceeding shall be under oath. 
. . 
16 The Superintendent of State Police, or· a subordinate of. the ·Department or 
lT State Police, designated by the Superintendent of Sta.te·:Police,: may admin. 

18. is ter the ~a th. and wilfull ··false· swea:ring in· any such proceeding · or inquiry 

19 shall be perjury .. 

·'1 · ,· 16~ (a) Nothing in this act shall apply to any detective or ·other officer · 

/2' belonging. to a police force of the State or' any county, city, ·town or villngo 

·:- 3 thereof, appointed o:r; elected by due· authority ,of law; ·nor to any person in 

,.. 4 the employ bf any police force or police department of :the State or of. nny 

i.5 county, city, tow-n or village thereof ·while engaged in the' performance of his 

6 official duties, nor to any person, firm, company, partnership, corporation, 

7 nor to ariy bureau or agency whose business is the furnishing of informatio11 

·: 8 exclusively as t'o the business, financial standing· and credit responsibility of 

9 ·persons, firms or corporations, and w]19se business does not embrace the other 

10 activities described in section one of this act~ nor to any investigator of 'any 

·11 State boai·d, State agency or State department. Nor-. shall anything in this 

12 act contained be construed to effect in any way attorneys or counsellors-at-

13 law in the regular practice. of their profession, but suc4 exemption shall not 

14 enure to the benefit of any employee or representative of- such attorney or 

15 counsellor-at-law who is not employed· solely, · excl~sively and regularly hy 

16 such attornBy or counsellor-at-law. Nor shall ·anything contained in this 

17 act be construed to effect any investigator or investigators solely, exclusively 

18 and regularly employed by any insurance company or group of insurancC' 

19 companies of this State or of any other state or of the District of Columbia, 

·20 duly licensed to do business in this State under and by virtue of the insurance 

21 laws hereof by the Commissioner of Banking and Insurance of this State, or 

22 so employed by any public utility company as defined in section 48 :2-13 o! 

I 
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26 (b) No person, firm; Milip'aJiy, partnership•, cor}foi-ati'6n, ·(fi: anf btiredu 

2f Jt dgencf excep't~cf hereunder frorit tiie' application of tliii arfici'e EAliall per-. 

28' form a>ny' ma:n'.tier of dMectite: serviice as·· described' hi section one· hereof;· f o"r 

29
1 

~iriy· otlie:t persori~· firili~- corhpariy, partnership, c6rporatiori,- burea1f <Sr agency 

30 whether for fee, hire, reward, other compensation, remuneration 6'¥ corlsid-

31! erati6li1 or a:s: ari· acc6ilim.6datiofr wit-houf I ee·. of' reward or rellitlneration cir 

32 by a reciprocal arrangement whereby such services are exchang~d!-orit fequest 

33 of party thereto. 

34 ( c) Justices of the peace, special police officers and constables- before 

35 conducting private investigations for fee, hire or reward, shall comply with 

36 the provisions of this act. 

1 17. Any person, firm, company, partnership or corporation,. incorporated 

2 or licensed under the law\S of any other state, and intending to conduct the 
.. 

3 business of detective or detective agency within this State, shall, for each 

4 bureau or agency and for each and every sub-agency, office and branch office 

5 to be owned, conducted, managed or maintained by such person, firm, com-

6 pany, partnership or corporation from which such business is conducted 

7 within this State, file in the office of the Superintendent of State Police a 

8 written application, duly signed and verified and obtain a license as herein-

9 before provided, and shall be subject to all the provisions of this act. 

1 18. Licenses issued prior to the passag·e of this act shall continue in 

2 force until the expiration of said license, but, however, such licensees shall be 

3 subject to all of the provisions of this act. 

1 . 19. T4e Superintendent of State Police is hereby authorized to use such 

2 members of the Department of State Police as he may deem necessary to 

3 enable him to carry out the provisions of this act and to enforce compliance 

4 therewith. 

I I 
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1 . 20. _A .v~ol~ti_o~,ofJhis a~t or any:part ~her~9f shall be. cause_ for. revoca: 

. 2 tion of any li~e:µ~~jssued _hereunder and the .. Supe_~intendent o! State Police 
. ... . .. ,• . . .......... . 

. 3 shall have power to revoke any license issued under the provisions ?f ,t!ii,s ac~ 

: 4 Jor: cause s~own,. ~ft~r a hearing h~s .. b~en .~r~nted .. ;. : > ..... 

1 .. 21. Should ~ny section or provision of_ this ac.t be held to. be invalid by 
. . . ~ ' . . . . 

. 2 any court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect the validity of · 

.3 the act as a whole 9r ~ny .part thereof1 other . than· the portion so held to be . 

. 4 invalid. ·.•·, 

.1 22. This act shalt .take effect July first, _one th<;msand ni~e hundre(l and 

2 thirty-nine. 

STATEMENT 

The purpose··of this act is ·to reguiate the· busi~ess of private ·detecti~e and. 

private detective agencies and to provide such regulations as will establish the 

business of private detectives· on that high plane which will deserve the confidence 

and respect of the citizens of the State of New Jersey, and at the same time pro-
~ . 

tect all persons engaged in. the business ·of private detective against interlopers, 

racketeers and irresponsible persons who would use their ·business as private de­

tective to cover up criminal activit1es and malicious impositions on the public. 
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SENATE, No. 163 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 16, 1948 

By Mr. BARTON 

Referred to Committee on Public Safety 

AN AcT to amend "An act to license and regulate the business of private de­

tectives and private detective agencies, and providing penalties for viola­

tion of its provisions," approved N ovemlier eighteenth, one thousand nine 

hundred and thirty-nine (P. L. 1939, c. 369). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section five of the act of which this act is amendatory is amended to 

2 read as follows : 

3 5. The superintendent, when satisfied from the examination of any appli-

4 cation and such further inquiry and investigations as he E?hall deem proper 

5 as to the good character, competency and integrity of the applicant and 

6 the persons named in the application, shall issue and deliver to the appli-

7 cant a license to conduct such business, and to own, conduct or maintain 

8 one or more bureaus, agencies, subagencies, offices or branch offices for the 

9 conduct of such business at the location stated in said application, together 

10 with as many copies of said license as there are to be offices, bureaus, agen-

11 cies, subagencies, offices or branch offices, upon the payment by the applicant 

12 to the superintendent of a license fee which in the case of an individual shall 

13 be two hundred dollars ($200.00), and in the case of a firm, association or , 

14 corporation shall be three hundred dollars ($300.00), and upon ~he applicant 

15 executing and delivering to the superintendent a bond, with a surety co~-
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16 pany authorized to be surety in the State of New Jersey, as surety, and 

17 approved as to .'form, manner of execution and sufficiency by the superinten-

18 dent of the State Police, running to the State of New. Jersey and which • 

19 shall be for the benefit of any person injured by willful, malicious or wrong-

20 ful act of the applicant, with one or more sufficient sureties, which in the 

21 case of an individual shall be three thousand. dollars {$3,000.00), and in the 

22 case of a firm, association or corporation :five thousand dollars {$5,000.00), 

23 which said bond shall be conditioned for the faithful and honest conduct of 

24 such business by the applicant. The license so granted by the superintendent 

25 shall be valid for a period of five years but shall be revocable by the super-

26 intendent after hearing for cause. In case of revocation o~ surrender of 

27 any license, no refund shall be made of any license fee paid under the pro-

28 visions hereof. The license shall be in a form to be prescribed by the super-

29 intendent and shall set forth the full name of the applicant, the location of 

30 the principal office or place of business, and the location of each bureau, 

31 agency, subagency, office or branch office for which the license is issued, date 

32 on which it is issued, the date on which it will expire, and the name or names 

33 of the persons named in the application, and their respective addresses. In 

34 the event of any change in the membership of the firm or in the officers or 

35 directors of any association or corporation or any change in the address of 

36 any office or location of such business the superintendent shall be notified 

37 in writing of such change within five days thereafter, and failure to give 

38 such notification shall be sufficient cause for revocation of such license. 

39 No license shall be issued to a person under the age of twenty-five 

40 years, nor to any person, firm, association or corporation unless such per-

41 son or at least one member of the firm and one officer or director of the asso-

42 ciation or corporation has had at least [three] five years' experience as 

43 an investigator or as a police officer with an organized police department 

44 of the State or a county or municipality thereof, or with an investigative 

·45 agency of the Unit~d States of America or any State, county or munici-

46 pality thereof. 



47 The superintendent and all members of the State Police shall hold as 

48 confidential all information obtained as a result of any investigation ,of any 

49 applicant or officer, assistant, or employee of any bolder of any license issu'ed 

50 under the provisions of this act, and the same shall not be divulged except 

51 by an order so to do by a court of record of this State. 

1 2. Section eight of the act of which this act is amendatory is amended 

2 to read as follows : 

3 8. The holder of any license issued under the provisions of this act 

4 may employ to assist him in his work and in the conduct of his business as 

5 many persons as he may deem necessary, and he shall at all times during 

6 such employment be accountable for the good conduct in the business of 

7 each and every person so employed. No such employee need be the holder 

8 of a license issued under this act, but his employer shall be responsible for 

9 his actions and conduct in connection. with such employer's business. Should 

10 the holder of a license falsely state or represent that any person is or has 

11 been in his employ, such false statement or misrepresentation shall be suf-

12 ficient cause for ·the revocation of such license. Any person falsely stating 

13 or representing ~hat he is or has been a detective employed by a private 

14 detective business licensed under this act shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

15 Any person who may be or has been employed by the holder of a license 

16 under this act shall not divulge to anyone other than his employer, or in such 

17 manner and to such person as his employer shall direct, any information 

18 acquired by him during such employment in respect to any work to which 

19 he shall have been assigned by such employer, except as such disclosure 

20 may be required by the provisions of this act or in connection with any 

21 investigation of a licensee by the superintendent. Any person violating any 

22 of the provisions of this section, and any employee of a licensed private 

23 detective business who shall willfully make a false report or statement to 

24 his employer in respect to any matter or thing connected with his employ-

25 ment shall be guilty of a IIfis_demeanor. The holder of any license issued 

26 under the provisions of this act shall furnish the name, age, residence, pres-
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27 ent and previous occupation, and place of birth of his or its officers, assist-
...,.. 

28 ants and employees, and such other facts as may be required by the super-

29 intendent as will tend to show their character, competency and integrity. 

1 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

The object of this bill is to strengthen the private detective law by mak­

ing it necessary for an applicant for a license to file a surety bond approved 

by the Superintendent of the State Police and making it possible for the Super­

intendent of the State Police to investigate the character, competency and integ­

rity of the officers, assistants and employees of license holders. 
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[OFFICIAL COPY REPRINT] 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR 

SENATE, No. 163 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

ADOPTED MARCH 15, 1948 

AN AcT to amend '' An act to license and regulate the business of private de­

tectives and private ~etective agencies, and providing penalties for viola­

tion of its provisions,'' approved November eighteenth, one thousand nine 

hundred and thirty-nine (P. L. 1939, c. 369). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section five of the act of which this act is amendatory is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 5. The superintendent, when satisfied from the examination of any appli-. 

4 cation and such further inquiry and investigations as he shall deem proper 

5 as to the good character, competency and integrity of the applicant and 

6 the persons named in the application, shall issue and deliver to the appli-

7 cant a license t~ conduct such business, and to own, conduct or maintain 

8 one or more bureaus, agencies, subagencies, offices or branch offices for the 

9 conduct of such business at the location stated in said application, toget4er 

10 with as many copies of said license as there are to be offices, bureaus, agen-

f 11 cies, subagencies, offices or branch offices, upon the payment by the applicant 

12 to the superintendent of a license fee which in the case of an individual shall 

13 be two hundred dollars ($200.00), and in the case. of a firm, association or 

14 corporation shall be three hundred dollars ($300.00), and upon the applicant 

15 executing and delivering to the superintendent a bond with a surety com-

16 pany autl10rized to be surety ~n the State of New Jersey, as surety, and 

17 approved as to form, manner of execution and sufficiency by the superinten-

18 dent of the State Police, running to the State of New Jersey and which 

19 shall be for the benefit of any person injured by willful, malicious or wrong-



20 ful act of the applicant {with a sufficient surety bond), which in the 

21 case of an individual shall be three thousand dollars ($3,000.00}, and in the 
....,.. 

22 case of a firm, association or corporation five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), 

23 which said bond shall be conditioned for the faithful and honest conduct of 

24 such business by the applicant. The license so granted by the superintendent 

25 shall be valid for a period of five years but shall be revocable by the super-

26 intendent after hearing for cause. In case of revocation or surrender of 

27 any license, no refund shall be made of any license· fee paid under the pro-

28 visions hereof. The license shall be in a form to be prescribed by the super-

29 intendent and shall set forth the full name of the applicant, the location of 

30 the principal office or place of business, and the location of each bureau, 

31 agency, subagency, office or branch office for which the license is issued, date 

32 on which it is issued, the date on which it will expire, and the name or names 

33 of the persons named in the application, and their respective addresses. In 

34 the event of any change in the membership of the firm or in the officers or 

35 directors of any association or corporation or any change in the address of 

3G any office or location of such business the superintendent shall be notified 

37 in writing of such change within five days thereafter, and failure to give 

38 such notification shall be sufficient cause for revocation of such license. 

39 No license shall be issued to a person under the age of twenty-five 

40 years, nor to any person, firm, association or corporation unless such per-

41 son or at least one member of the firm and one officer or director· of the asso-

42 ciation or corporation .has had at least five years' experience as 

43 an investigator or as a police officer with an organized police departme~t 

44 of the State or a county or municipality thereof, or with an investigative 

45 agency of the United States o.f America or any State, county or munici-

46 pali ty thereof. 

47 The superintendent and all members of the State Police shall hold us 

48 confidential all information obtained as a result of any investigation of any, 

49 applicant or officer, assistant, or employee of any holder of any license issued 

50 under the provisions of this act, and the same shall not be div~lged except 

.51 by an order so to do by a court 9f record of this State. 
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1 2. Section eight of the act of w luch this act is amendatory is amended 

2 to read as follows : 
....... 

3 8. The holder of any license issued under• the provisions of this act 

4 may employ to assist him in his work and in the conduct of his business as 

5 many persons as he may deem necessary, and he shall at all times during 

6 such employment be accountable for the good conduct in the ,business of 

7 each and every person so employed. No ·such ·employee ·need be the holder 

8 of a license issued under this act, but his employer shall be responsible for 

9 his actions and conduct in connection. with such employer's business. · Should 

10 the holder of a license falsely state or represent that any person is or has · _ 

11 been in his employ, such false statement or misrepresentation shall be suf-

12 ficient cause for the revocation of such license. Any person falsely stating 

13 or representing that he is or has been a detective employed by a private 

14 detective business licensed under this act shall be guilty of- a misdemeanor. 

15 Any person who may be or has been employed by the holder of a license 

16 under this act shall not divulge to anyone other than his employer, or in such 

17 manner and to such person as his emplo,yer shall direct, -any information 

18 acquired by him during such employment in respect to any work to which 
I 

19 he shall have been assigned by such employer, except as such disclosure 

20 may be required by the provisions of this act or in connection with any 

21 investigation of a licensee by the superintendent.. Any person violating any 

22 of the provisions of this section, and •any employee of a licensed private 

23 detective business who shall willfully make a false report or statement to 

24 ~is employer in respect to any matter or thing connected with his employ-

25 ment shall be guilty of a misdemea?-or. 

26 The prosecutor of the pleas of the county in which any conviction for 

27 a violation of any provision of this act shall, within ten days thereafter, 

28 make and file with the superintendent a reportsho,wing the date of such con-: 

29 viction, the name of the person conv~cted and the nature of the_ charge . 

.. . 
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1 3. Section nine of the act of which this act is amendatory is amended 

2-7 to read as follows: -
8 No holder of any unexpired license issued pursuant to this act shall 

9 knowingly employ in connection with his or its business in any capacity what-

10 soever, any person who has been convicted of a high misdemeanor or any of 
\ 

11 the following misdemeanors, or offenses, and who has not subsequent to such 

12 conviction received executive pardon therefor removing any civil disabilities 

13 incurred thereby, to wit: (a) illegally using, carrying or possessing a pistol 

14 or other dangerous weapon; (b) making or possessing burglar's instru-

15 men ts; ( c) buying or receiving stolen property; ( d) unlawful entry of a • 

16 building ; ( e) aiding escape from prison ; ( f) unlawfully possessing or dis-

17 tributing habit-forming narcotic drugs; (g) any person whose private detec-

18 tive or investigator's license was revoked or application for such license was 

19 denied by the superintendent or by the authorities of any other State or 

20 territory because of conviction of any of the crimes or offenses specified in 

21 this section. Should the holder of an unexpired license falsely state or rep-

22 resent that a person is or has been in his employ, such false statement or 

23 misrepresentation shall be sufficient cause for the revocati.on of such license. 

24 No person shall be employed by any holder of a license until he shall 

25 have executed and furnished to such license holder a verified statement,. to 

26 be known as ''employee's statement,'' setting forth: 

27 (a) His full name, age, residence address, and place of and. date of 

28 birth. 

29 (b) The country of which he is a citizen. 

30 ( c) The business or occupation engaged in for the five years immediately 

31 preceding the date of the filing of the statement, setting forth the place or 

32 places where such business or occupation was engaged in, and the name or 

33 names of employers, if any. 

34 (d) That he has not been convicted of a high misdemeanor or of any 

35 offense involving moral turpitude or of any of the misdemeanors or offenses 

36 described in this section . 

. ( ... , 
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37 ( e) Such further information as the superintendent may by rule require 

38 to show the good character, competency, and integrity of the person e:xecut-

39 ing the statement. 

40 Immediately upon the verification of an employee's statement, the holder 

41 of a license by whom such person bas been or is to be employed shall cause 

42 three sets oi fingerprints of th~ two hands of such person to be recorded 

43 in such manner as the superintendent may by rule prescribe. The holder 

44 of a license shall immediately stamp in indelible ink the employee's state-

45 ment and each set of fingerprints with the name, year and license number of 

46 such holder and a number, which number shall be determined by the number 

47 of such statements furnished to such holder and shall be in numerical se-

48 quence. 

49 The holder of a license shall affix one set of such fingerprints to the 

f>0 employee's statement in such manner that the prints can be examined with-

51 out disclosing the contents of the employee's statement and shall retain such 

52 statement and prints so long as he shall be licensed under this act. 

53 Tho bolder of a license shall file the other two sets o'f fingerprints with 

54 the superintendent by forwarding the same by registered mail to the office 

55 of the superintendent, Trenton, New Jersey, within forty-eight hours of such 

56 employment .. 

57 ·within five days after the filing of such fingerprints the superintendent 

58 shall cause such fingerprints to be compared with fingerprints filed with the 

59 State bureau of identification and, if he finds any record affecting such 

60 prints, he shall immediately notify the holder of such license and shall also 

Gl refer the matter to the prosecutor of the pleas of the county in which the 

62 employee resides. The superintendent may also from time to time cause such 

63 fingerprints to be checked against the fingerprints filed with the State bu-

64 reau of identification or of other official fingerprint files within or without 

Gj thi8 State, and if he finds that such . person has been convicted of a high 

G6 misdemeanor or any other offense specified in this section he shall immedi-

67 ately notify the holder of such license and shall also refer the matter to 

........ 
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68 the prosecutor of the pleas of the county in which the employee resides. The 
. ........ 

69 superintendent shall at all times be given access to and may from time to 

70 time examine the :fingerprints retained by the holder of a license as provided 

71 in this section. 

72 If any holder of a license shall file with the superintendent the :finger-

73 prints of a person other than t~e person so employed, he shall be guilty of 

74 a misdemeanor. 

1 4. This act shall take effect immediately. 

I 
i 

l • 
t 

l 
\ 



L- . 

ASSEMBLY~ t\lo. 184 

STATE-OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 13, 1939 

By Mr. FARLEY 

Referred to Committee on Ways and Means 

:11 i• 
: l 'I 

A:i AoT concerning county detectives, and repealing chapter nineteen of Title 45 

of the Revised Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1. Sections 45:19-1 to 45:19-7,-inclusive, of the Revised Statutes are 

~ horoby repealed. 

1 2. This act shall take effect July first, one thousand nine hundred and 

~ thirty-nine. 

STATEMENT 

'l'hc purpose of this act is to repeal all acts concerning private detectives 

nn,1 to enact a law concerning private detectives which shall be the only law on 

} tb, subject. A bill for that purpose is being introduced as 8: companion bill to 

this repealer act. 
I 
I. 
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ASSEMBLY, No~ 231. 

STATE OF NEW. JERSEY. 

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 19, 19o6, 

By Mr. HINES. 

Referred· to Committee on Judiciary. 

AN AcT to license and regulate the business of private detectives and detective agencies. 

I BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey: 

I. No person or co-partnership shall engage in the-business of private detective 

2 for hire or rewa~d. or advertise such business to be that of detective, or as conduct-, 

3 ing a detective agency, without having first ob~ained a license so to do as herein- · 

4 after provided from the comptroller of the State of New Jersey, and no person or 

5 co-partnership or corporation shall engage in the business for hire and reward of 

6 furnishing or supplying information as to the personal character of any person or 

7 firm, or as to the character or kind of the business and occupation of any person, 

8 fi.1111 or corporation, or own or conduct a bureau or agency for the above-mentioned 

9 purposes, except as to the financial rating of persons, firms or corporations, without 

IO having first obtained a license so to do as hereinafter· provided.from the comptroller 

I I of the State of New Jersey. 

2. Any person intending to conduct the business· of detective or detective1 

2 agency, and any person intending to conduct the business of furnishing or supply-

3 ing in formation as to the personal character of any person or firm, or as to the char-

4 acter or ki1~d of business and occupation of any person, firm or corporation, or own 

S or manage a bureau or agency for the above-mentioned purposes except as to fin'an-

6 cial rating of persons. firms or corporations, shall present to the Comptroller· of 
I 

> I 
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7 the State and file in his office a written application duly signed and verifiedt0y such 

, 8 person and approved by not less th~n five reputable citizens, freeholders of the 

9 cmmty where such applicant resides or where it is proposed to conduct such busi-
~ 

10 ness, which approval shall be signed ~ such fr~eholders and acknowledged by 

1 I them before an officer authorized to take acknowledgments. of deeds~ Such applica­

I 2 tion shall state the age, residence, present and _previous occupation of. such appli­

I 3 cant, and the name of the city, town or village where the principal place of busi-

14 ness is to be located, and such further facts as will tend to show the good char­

I 5 acter, competency and integrity of such applicant. · The comptroller, when satisfied 

16 from an examination of such application, and such further inquiry and investiga-

17 tion as he shall deem proper, of the good character, competenc;y and integrity of such 

I 8 applicant shall issue and deliver to such applicant a license to conduct such business 

19 upon the applicant's paying to the Comptrolle1- for the use of the State a license fee 

20 of one hundred dollars, and upon his executing, delivering and filing in the office of 

2 I said Comptroller a bond to be ex~cuted by such applicant; with one or more sure-

22 ties in the sum of two thousand dollars, conditioned for the faithful and honest con-

23 duct of such busi~ess by such applicant, which bond, as to its form, manner of exe-

24 cution and sufficiency of the security, must be approved by the said Comptroller. 

2 5 The license granted pursuant to this act shall last for the period of five years, · but 

26 shall be revocable at all times by the Comptro~ler for cause shown. Such bond 

27 shall be given to the State of New Jersey, and any person injured by the wilful, 

28 malicious and wrongful acts of the principal may bring an action ?n said bond in his 
\ 

29 own name to recover damages suffered by reason of such wilful, malicfous and wrong-

30 ful act. 

1 3. In case two or more persons composing or intending to compose a co-part-

2 nership wish to carry on such business, such application must be signed and veri-

3 fied by all the individuals composing or intending to compose such co-partnership, 

4 and must be approved by five freeholders as provided hereinafter,· and in case the 

5 comptroller shall grant the application, a license shall be issued to such co-partner-

6 ship upon the payment of a license fee of one hundred and fifty dollars and upon 
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7 the execution, delivery, approval and filing of the bond provided for in the for~-

8 going section, which bond, however, shall be in the sum of three thousand dollars. 

1 4. Nothing in this act shall apply to employes of such duly licensed private.de-

2 tective or detective agencies, for whose good conduct in the -business, however, the 

3 employers shall be responsible, or to any detective or officer belonging to the police 

4 force of the State, or any county, city, town or village thereof appointed or elected 

5 by due authority of law, nor shall anything in this act be construed to affect in any 

6 way a,ttorneys or counsellors at law in ~he regular practice of their profession. 

I 5. Nothing herein contained shall impair or annul any vested rights, privileges 

2 or powers heretofore obtained and used under authority of an act entitled "An act 1 

.3 to authorize the formation of pursuing and detective companies, approved March 

4 twenty-ninth, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-eight," and the several sup-

5 plements thereto and all said pursuin~ and detective companies which have hereto-

6 fore availed themselves of the provisions o'f said acts may· continue to enjoy the 

7 rights and advantages which tliey now enjoy and exerdse by virtue thereof. 

I 6. Any person violating any of the provisions of this act shall be guilty of a 

2 misdemeanor. 

I 7. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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ASSEMBLY, No. 1 79 
(P. L. 1924, Chapter 214.) -

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 3, 1925. 

By Miss THROPP. 

Ref erred to Commit.tee on Bill Revision. 

AN ACT to amend an act entitled 'iAn act to license and regulate the business of pri­

vate detectives and detective agencies, and to provide that the violation of any pro­

vision hereof shall be a misdemeanor,'' approved March twelfth, one thousand nine 

hundred and twenty-four. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assenibly of the State of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section three of the act of which this act is an amendment is hereby amended 

2 so as to read as follows: 

3 3. The Comptroller of the Treasury of this State when satisfied, from an ex-

4 amination of any application submitted to him as above and from such further in­

s quiry and investigation as he shall deem proper, as to the good character, com-

6 petency and integrity of any applicant hereunder, [may] in his discretion, may issue 

7 and deliver to any person, copartnership or corporation applying, as aforesaid, a license 

8 to conduct the business or businesses described in section two of this act, upon the 

9 applicant's paying to the Comptroller, for the State to defray the cost of regulation, in 

10 the case of a person, a license fee of one hundred dollars, and in the case of a copart-

11 11crship or a corporation, a license fee of one hundred and fifty dollars, and upon 

12 : i1e applicant's executing, delivering and ~ling with the said Comptroller, in the case 

13 of a person·, a bond, with one ,or more sufficient sureties, in the sum of two thousand -

14 dollars, and in the case of a copartnership or a corporation a bond, with one or more . 
15 sufficient sureties, in the sum of three thousand dollars, said bonds being conditioned 

16 for the faithful and honest conduct of such business by such person, copartnership or 
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17 corporation, which bond, as to its form and kind and sufficiency of security thereon, 

18 must be approved by the said Comptroller of the Treasury. A license granted w;r-

19 suant to this act shall be for a period •) f five years,. but shall be revocable by the 

20 Comptroller at all times for cause shown; and in the event of such revocation, or 

21 in the event of a surrender or other termination of such license, no refund shall be 

22 made in respect of any license fee paid. Such bond shall be given to the State of New 

23 Jersey, and any person injured by any act in the conduct of said business for which 

24· the license is legally answerable may bring an action on said bond in his own name 

,.J 

25 to recover any damages sustained by reason of such unlawful act. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT. 

The object of this amendment is to insert in the statute the phrase "as to the good 

character. competency and integrity of any applicant hereunder" which phrase was inad­

vertently omitted from the draft of the act as enacted int~ law in the year 1924. 
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SENATE, NO. 219 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 28, r924. 

By Mr .. BLACKWELL. 

Referred to Committee on Finance. 

AN Acr to amend an act entitled "An act to license and regulate the business of private 
• 

detectives and detective agencies," approved May twenty-second, one thousand nine 

hundred and six, and to amend the title of said act so as to· declare a violation of 

any of the provisions of the act to be a misdemeanor. 

r B1~ I'l' I~NAC'l'ED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey: 

I r. The title of an act entitled "An act to license and regulate the business of pri-

2 vate detectives and detective agencies," approved May twenty-second, one thousand 

3 nine hundred and six, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

4 An act to licen;e and regulate the business of private detectives and detective 

5 agencies and to provide that the violation of any provision hereof shall be a mis-

6 demeanor. 

2. Section one of the act to which this act ts amendatory be -and the same 1s 

2 hereby amended to read as follows : 

3 1. Hereaiter, _except under license of the Comptroller of the Treasury of this 

4 State as provided herein, no person, copartnership or corporation shall engage for 

5 hire or reward in the business of private detective, or advertise any business to be 

6 that of detective or of detective agency, and no person, copartnei.-ship or corpora-

7 tion shall engage, for hire or reward, in the business of furnishing or supplying 

8 information as to the personal character oi any person or copartnership_ or as to 

9 the character or kind of husincss and oc,cupation of any person, copartnership or 
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· 1 o corporation, or own, or conduct, or maintain a bureau or agency for any of the 

1 1 above named purposes. 
4 ........ 

12 [ 1. No person or copartnership shall engage in the business of private detec-

13 tive for hire or reward, or advertise such business to be that of detective, or as con-

14 ducting a detective agency without having first obtained a licens~ so to do as herein-

15 after provided from the Comptroller of the State of New Jersey, and no person or 

16 copartnership or corporation shall engage 111 the business for hire and reward of 

17 furnishing or supplying in formation as to the personal character of any person or 

18 firm, or as to the character or kind of the business and occupation of any person, firm 

19 or corporation, or own or conduct a bureau or agency for the above-mentioned pur-

20 poses, except as to the financial rating of persons, firms· or corporatiops, without 

2 r having first obtained a license so to do as hereinafter provided from the Comp-

22 troller of the State of New Jersey.] 

1'. 3. Sections two and three of the act to which this act is amendatory be and the 

2 sam~ are hereby amended to read as f.o llows : 

3 2. At1y person, copartnerslrip or co·rporation: desirous of ·conducting, under 

4 license of the Comptroller of this State, the business of detective or detective 

5 agency, and any person, copartnership or corporation desirous of conducting, under 

6 license of the Comptroller of this State, the business of furnishing or supplying in-

7 iormation as to the personal character of any person or copartnership, or as to the 

8 character or kind of business and occupation of any person, copartnership or cor-

9 poration, or desirous of establishing, conducting or maintaining a bureau or agency 

IO for any of the above-mentioned purposes, except as to the financial. rating of per-

11 sons, copartnerships or corporations, shall present to the Comptroller a written appli-

1 2 cation for a license in manner and form as follows: 

13 (A) If the applicant. is a person, the application shall be _signed and verified by 

14 him, an<l shall he approved hy not less than five reputable citizens, freeholders of 

1 - the county where such person resides, or of the county in which it is proposed to 
:, -----------------·-------------------

! 6 conduct such business, which approval shall he acknowledged hy said citizeps · before 

17 an ofiicer authorized to take acknm~lcdgments of deeds of land in this State. The 

18 application shall set forth the age, residence, present and previous occupation of 



19 such applicant, and the name of the city or place where the principal place of busi~ 

20 ness is to be located, and shall set forth such further facts as will tend to show the 

21 character, competency and integrity of the applicant. 

22 ( B) If the applicants are copartners, the application shall be signed and veri-

23 fiecl by all the copartners, and shall be likewise approved as to each person to signing 

24 the same by not less than five reputable· citizens, freeholders of the county where such 

25 applicant resides, or of the county in which it is proposed to conduct such business, 

26 and which approval shall be acknowledged by said citizens before an officer author-

27 ized to take acknowledgments of deeds of land in this State. The application shall 

28 set forth the age, residence, present and previous occupations of each of such app}i .. 

29 cants, and the name' of th~ city or place where the principal place of business is to be 

30 located, and shall set forth such further facts as will tend to show the character1 

.31 competency and integrity of such applicants. 

32 { C) If the applicant is a. corporation, the application shall be signed and veri-

33 fied by each member of the ooarcl of directors of the corporation, and shall set forth 

34 the name of the corporation, the date and place of its incorporation, the location of 

35 its principal place of business ancl the name of the city or other place, stating the 

36 street and building number where .the said business is to be located. The matters 

37 and things require9 in the application in the case of an individual, as provided in 

38 subdivision "A" of this a~t, shall apply to the board of clirectqrs of such corporation, 

39 and each member of said board of directors· and his successor shall, prior to enter-

40 ing upon the discharge of his duties, sign and verify a like statement ~pproved in 

41 like manner as 1s by ·said subdivision "A" 1;rescribed in the case of a person making 

42 applicatio11 as aforesaid. 

3. The· Comptroller of the Treasury of this State, when satisfied from an 

2 examination of any application suhmittecl to him, as above, and from such further 

3 inquiry and investigation ;is he shall deem proper, may in his discretion issue and 

4 deliver to any person, copartnership or corporation applying, as aforesaid, a license 

5 to conduct the business or businesses described in section two of this act, upon the 

6 applicant's paying to the Comptroller, for the State to defray tl~e cost _of regulation, 

7 in the case of a person, a license fee of one hundred dollars, and 111 the case of a 
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8 copartnership or a corporation, a license fee of one hundred and fifty dollars, and 

9 upon the applicant's executing, delivering and filing with the said Comptroller, in ....,.. 

10 the case of a person, a bond, with one or more sufficient sureties, in the sum of two 

11 thousand dollars, and in the case of a copartnership or a corporation a bond, with 

12 one or more sufficient sureties, in the sum of three thousand dollars, said bonds 

13 being conditioned for the faithful and honest conduct 6£ StJCh business by such 

14 person, copartnership or corporation, which bond, as to its form and kind and 

I 5 sufficiency of securety thereon, must be approved by the said Comptroller of the 

I 6 Treasury. A license granted pursuant to this act shall be for a period of five years, 

I 7 but shall be .revocable by the Comptroller at all times for cause shown; and in the 

18 event of such revocation, or in the event of a surrender or other termination of 

19 such license, no refund shall be made in respect of any license fee paid. Such 

·20 bond shall be given to the State of New Jersey, and any person injur~d by_ any ~ct 

21 in the conduct of said business for which the licensee is legally answerable_may bring 

.. 
22 an action on said bond in his own name to recove~ any damages sustained by reason 

23 of such unlawful act. 

24 [2. Any person intending to conduct the business of detective or detective 

25 agency, and any person: intending to conduct the business of furnishing or supplying 
. 

26 information as to the personal character of any person or firm, or as to the charac- · 1 

27 ter or kind of business and occupation of any person, firm or corporation, or own 

• 
28 (Jr manage a bureau or agency for the above-mentioned purposes, except as to finan-

29 cial rating of persons, firms or corporations, shall present to _the Comptroller of the 

3_0 State and file in his office a written a1wlication duly signe~ and verified by such per-

3 I son and approved by not less than five reputable citizens, f_reeholders of. the county 

32 where such applicant resides or· where it is proposed to conduct such business, which 

33 approval shall be signed by such freeholders and acknowledged by them before an 

34 officer authorized to take acknowledgments of deeds. Such application shall state 

35 the age, residence, present and previous qccupation of such ai)plicant, and the name 

36 of the city, town or village where the principal · place of business is to be located, 

.37 and such further facts as will tend to show the good character, competence and 

38 integrity of such applicant. The Comptroller, when sati~fied from an examination 

39 of such application, and such further inquiry and jnvestigation as he shall deem 
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40 proper, of the good character, competency and ·integrity of such applicant, shall 

41 issue and deliver to such applicant a license to conduct such business upon the ap- ~ 

42 plicant's paying to the Comptroller for the use of the State a license fee of one hun•. 

43 dred dollars, and upon his executing, delivering and filing in the Qffice of said Comp-

44 troll~r a bo~d to be executed by such applicant, with one or more sureties in the sum · 

45 of ~wo thousand dollars, conditioned for the faithful and honest conduct of such 

46 business by such applicant, which bond, as to its form, manner of executio~ and 

47 ·sufficiency of the securety, must be approved by the said Comptroller. The license 

48 ,granted pursuant to this act shall last for the period of five years, but shall b~ re-

49 vocable at all times by the Comptroller fo1~ cause shown. Such bond shall be given 

50 to the State of New Jersey, and any person injured by the willful, malicious and 

51 _wrongful acts of the principal may bring an action on said bond _in his own name to 

52 recover dam~ges suffered by reason of.such willful, malicious and wrongful act.] 

53 [3. In case two or more persons composing or intending to compose a co-, 

54 partnership wish to carry on such business, such application must be signed and 

55 verified by all the individuals composing or intending to compose such copartner-

56 ship, and m_ust be approved by five freeholders as provided hereinbefo~e, and in 

· 57 case the Comptroller shall grant the application, a license shall be· issued to such 

· 58 copartnership upon the payment of a license fee ,of one hundred and fifty dollars, 

59 and upon the execution, delivery, approval and filing of the bond provided for in the 

6o foregoing section, which bond, however, shall be in the sum of three thousand 

61 dollars.] 

I 4. Nothing herein contained is intended to apply to the persons or associations · 

2 referred to in section four and in section five of the act of which this act is an 

3 amendment; nor to associations organized under an. act entitled "An act to incor-

4 porate associations not for pecuniary profit," approved April twenty-first, one thou-

5 sand eight hundred and ninety-eight, and the acts am~ndatory thereof and sup-

6 plemcntary thereto, and the agents or employees of any such association; nor to the 

7 corporations organized under an act entitled "An act to incorporate the New Jersey 

. 
8 Detective Association," appro·,ed April fourth, one thousand eight hundred and 

9 seventy-one; nor to any pr;rson or persons to whom a license has been granted un- . 

10 der the provisions of th1
.: act to which this act is an amendment during the period 
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I I for which said license was granted; nor to any. person or corporation engaged in 

I 2 the business of obtaining and furnishing the financial rating of persons and corpora-

13 tions. 

I 5. Section six of the act to which this act 1s ameridatory be and the same is 

2 hereby repealed. 

I 6. Section seven of the act to which this act is amendatory be and the same is 

2 hereby amended to read as follows : 

3 7. Any person violating any of the provisions of this act shall be guilty of a 

4 misdemeanor. 

I [7. Any person violating any of the provisions of this act shall be guilty of 

2 a misdemeanor; nor shall anything in this act be held or construed as applying to 

3 any corporation not incorporated for pecuniary profit or to any agents or employees 

4 of any such corporation.] 

I 7. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT. 

This amendment 1s for the purpose of permitting the granting of licenses under. 

the provisions of this act to corporations, and,. further, to bring within the provisions 
I 

of the act persons engaged.- in the detective business who do not advertise or hold 

themselves out as detectives or detective bureaus operating under a license of the Comp-. . 
troller, it appearing from a reading of section six of the act to. which this' act is an 

amendment that such persons only who hold themselves out as operating under a license · 

of the Comptroller are within the prohibition of the act to which this act is an amend-

ment. 


	L1939c369 45_19_8 to 19_27
	L1939c369 45_19_12

