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21, To enforce obedience to the process, rule
of the court of choncery, where any nerazon shs
tempt according to the law, practice or course
court, he shall, for every such contempt,gnd be
relexsed or discharged from the sesme, pay to &
chencery, for the use of this ztste; a sum not exceeding
fifty dollars, as a fine for the said contempt; and the

sald person being in court, upon process of contempt or
othervise, shal~ stand committed and remzin in close custody
until the s2id procsss, rule or order shall be obeyed snd
perforned, ond until the fine 20 imposad for such contempt,
with the costs, be fully paid.
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 20, 1915
By Mr. MACKAY.

‘Referred to Committee on Judiciary.,

%
AN Act concerning contempt of court and restricting and detining  the jurisdiction

of the courts of this State with respect thereto.

1 BE 1T ENACTED by the Senate and General clssembly of the State of New Jersey:
1 1. No power of any court in this State to puiish contempt <hall he construed to
2 extend to any case except the mishehavior of any person in its actual presence, the

3 misbehavior of any ofhicer of said court in his official transactions, and the disobedi-
4 ence or resistance by any such officer, or by any party, juror, witness or other person,

to any lawful writ, process, order, rule, decree, or commnud of the said court,

‘n

1 2. It for any rea~on this act, or any section or provision thercot, shadl he ques-

tioned in any court and shall be held to he unconstitutional or mvalid as o any

| 19}

3 particular court of this State, neither this act nor any section or provision thereol

4 shall be affected thereby with respect to any other court or courts ot this State

1 3. Al acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this act to the extent of such m
2 consistencies be and the same are hereby repealed.
! 4. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT,
The judges of this State have power to summarily sunumon betore them per-on

criticising their ofticial acts and to fine or fmprison such persons at will and withoot a




2
jury trial.  The very 'judge criticised may exercise this power. Even the truth . ()
criticism.ﬂi.s;,_xmt":iﬂ(.lefense. Such a power is truth-stifling, despotic, and exceedingly
«Iangéruus to liberty.

It is the purpose of the annexed bill to prevent abuses of this power. |1 i«
modelled after the Act of Congress of March 2, 1831, ch. 99, 4 Stat. L. 487 ;4 [-cd.
Stats. Ann., p. 334, sec. 725, which has been in force with respect to our Federal couri«
for eighty-five vears.

This bill still leaves open to a slandered or libelled judge the remedies of the

ordinary citizen, to institute civil or criminal proceedings in the usual way for libel, or
o

a civil suit for slander. In such proceedings the defendant has the benefit of a jury
T AN (§

»

trial before a disinterested judge, and the truth of the criticissn may be provéiﬁ{' in

defense.
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