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P.L.I994, CHAPTER 183. GPflI"O* December.u, lfN 

1994 Senate No. 313 

J AN ACT increasing the penalties for leavina the SC1ft8 of a motor 
2 vehicle accident, amending R.S.39:4-129 aDd R..8.39:4-13O. 
3 
4 BE IT ENACTED by 'lie Sena'e and General AlHmbly 0/ 'lie 
5 s,.t. of NfI'W J ... ,.y: 
6 1. R..8.39:4-129 is amended to read as follows:. 
1 39:4-129. (al The driver of any vehicle. Imowin,tly involved in 
8 an accident resultinB in injury or death to any penon shall 
9 immediately stop the vehicle at the scene of the accident or as 

'" 

10 close thereto as possible but shall then forthwith retum to aDd in 
11 every event shall remain at the scene untO he has fulfilled the 
12 requirements of sub&ection (c) of this section. Every such stop 
13 shall be made without obstructing traffic more than is necessary. 
14 Any person who shall violate this subsection shall be fined not 
15 less than [$100.00] $500 nor more than [$1.000.00 or) $1.000 or be 
16 imprisoned for a period of [30 da)'SJ 180 daYS. or both. for the 
11 fimt offense. and for a subsequent offense shall be fined not less 
18 than [$600.00] $1.000 nor more than [$2.000.00) Sag. [and) 9! 
19 be imprisoned for a period of [not less than 3 montbs nor more 
20 than 6 months] 180 days. or both. The tenn of imprisonment 
21 required by this subsection shall be imposed only if the accident 
22 resulted in death or injury to a p!1SQD otber than the driver 
23 convicted of violating this section. 
24 In addition. any p8ISOD convicted under this subsection shell 
25 forfeit his right to operate a motor vehicle over th. bisbwa)'S of 
26 this State for a period of [not less than 6 months) one year from 
21 the date of his conviction for the first offense aDd for a 
28 subsequent offense shall thereafter pennenantly forfeit his right 
29 to operate a motor vehicle over the hipwa)'S of this State. 
30 (b) The driver of any vehicle knowinsly involved· in an accident 
31 resulting only in damage to a vehicle. includins his own vehicle, 
32 or other propert)' which is attended by any person shall 
33 immediatel), stop his vehicle at the scene of such accident or as 
34 close thereto as possible, but shall then forthwith retum to and in 
35 every event shall remain at the scene of such accident until he 
36 has fulfilled the requirements of subsection (c) of this section. 
31 Every such stop shall be made without obstnactiq traffic more 
38 than is necessary. Azr¥ person who shall violate this sublection 
39 shan be fined not less than [$26.00) $200 nor 1IlOl'8 dum ($100.00] 
40 $400, or be imprisoned for a period of nc.. more than 30 days, or 
41 both. for the first offense. and for a subsequent off.... sha1l be 
42 fined not less than [$100.00) $400 nor more than [$200.00) .I!m. 
43 or be imprisoned for a period of not less than 30 daJI nor more 

(Xpl.ANAn~tte,. enclosed tn bol .... fued b"utets (thus] tn the 
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1 than 90 days or both. 
2 In addition, a person who violates this subsection shall. for a 
3 first offense, forfeit the rilht to operate a motor vehicle in this 
4 State for a period of six months from the date of conviction, and 
5 for 8 period of one year from the date of conviction for any 
6 §Ubsequent offe.... 
7 (c) The driver of any vehicle knowinJly involved in an accident 
8 resuitiq in injury or death to any person or to anydam.,. 
9 vehicle or property shall live his name and address and exhibit his 

operator's llcense and reaistration certificate of his vehicle to 
11 the person injured or whose vehicle or property was damased and 
12 to any police officer or witness of the accident, and to the driver 
13 or occupants of the vehicle collided with and render to a person 
14 injured in the accident reasonable assistance. includins the 
15 carryiq of that person to a hospital or a physician for medical or 
16 suq;cal treatment, if it is apparent that the treatment is 
17 necessary or is requested by the injured person. 
18 In the event that none of the pel'SODS specified are in condition 
19 to receive the information to which they otherwise would be 

entitled under this subsection. and no pollce officer is present. 
21 the driver of any vehicle involved in such accident after fulfiUinS 
22 all other requirements of subsections (a) and (b) of this section. 
23 insofar as possible on his part to be performed. shall forthwith 
24 report such accident to the nearest office of the local pollce 
25 department or of the county police of the county or of the State 
26 Police and submit thereto the information specified in this 
27 subsection. 
28 (d) The driver of any vehicle which knowinSly collides with or 
29 is knowingly involved in an accident with any vehicle or other 

property which is unattended resuitins in any damage to such 
31 vehicle or other property shall immediately stop and shall then 
32 and there locate and notify the operator or owner of such vehicle 
33 or other property of the name and address of the driver and 
34 owner of the vehicle striking the unattended vehicle or other 
35 property or, in the event an unattended vehicle is struck and the 
36 driver or owner thereof cannot be immediately located. shall 
37 attach securely in a conspicuous place in or on such vehicle a 
38 written notice livins the name and address of the driver and 
39 owner of the vehicle doinS the striking or. in the event other 

property is struck and the owner thereof cannot be immediately 
41 located. shall notify the nearest office of the local pollce 
42 department or of the county pollce of the county or of the State 
43 Police and in addition shall notify the owner of the property as 
44 soon as the owner can be identified ar ~ !ocated. Any person who

) 	 4S violates this subsection shall be punished as provided in 
46 subsection (b) of this section. 
47 (e) The driver of any motor vehicle involved in an accident 

i 
I 

48 resultiq in injury or death to any person or damage in the 
49 amount of $250.00 or more to any vehicle or property shall be 

presumed to have knowledge that he was involved in such 
51 accident. and such presumption shall be rebut table in nature. 

.I For purposes of this section. it shall not be • defense that tbe 
53 operator of the motor vehicle was unaware of the existence or 
54 extent of personal injury or property dam.se caused by theJ 	 I 
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1 accident 8.Ilorur as the operator was aware that he was involved 
2 in an accident. 
3 (cf: P.L.19'9. c.463. ,.1) 
4 2. R.S.39:4-130 is amended to read as follows: 

39:4-130. The driver of a vehicle or street car involved in an 
8 accident resultinB in injury to or death of an)' penon. or damqe 
1 to property of anyone person in excess of $600.00 shall by the 
8 quickest means of communication give notice of such accident to 
9 the local police department or to the nearest office of the county 

police of the county or of the State Police, and in addition shall 
11 within 10 days after such accident forward a written report of 
12 such accident to the division on forms fumished by it. Such 
13 written reports shall contain sufficiently detailed information 
14 with reference to a motor vehicle accident. including the cause. 

the conditions then exisLing, the persons and vehicles involved 
16 and such information as may be necessary to enable the director 
11 to determine whether the requirements for the deposit of 
18 security required by law are inapplicable by reason of the 
19 existence of insurance or other circumstances. The director may 

rely upon the accuracy of the information contained in any such 
21 report, unless he has reason to believe that the report 
22 iserroneous. The division may require operators involved in 
23 accidents to file supplemental reports of accidents upon forms 
24 furnished by it when in the opinion of the division, the original 

report is insufficient. The reports shall be without prejudice, 
26 shan be for the information of the division, and shall not be open 
21 to public inspection. The fact that the reports have been so made 
28 shan be admissible in evidence solely to prove a compliance with 
29 this section. but no report or any part thereof or statement 

contained therein shall be admissible in evidence for any other 
31 purpose in any proceeding or action arising out of the accident. 
32 Whenever the driver of a vehicle is physically incapable of 
33 giving immediate notice or making a written report of an 
34 accident as required in this section and there was another 

occupant in the vehicle at the time of the accident capable of 
36 giving notice or making a report. such occupant shall make or 
31 cause to be made said notice or report not made by the driver. 
38 Whenever the driver is physically incapable of making a written 
39 report of an accident as required by this section and such driver 

is not the owner of the vehicle. then the owner of the vehicle 
41 involved in such accident shall make such report not made by the 
42 driver. 
43 A written report of an accident shall not be required by this 
44 section if a law enforcement officRr submits a written report of 

the accident to the division pursuant to R.S.39:4-131. 
46 Any person who knowingly violates this section shall be 
47 [punished as provided in subsection (b) of section 39:4-129 of the 
48 Revised Statutes] fined not less than $30 or more than $100. 
49 The director may revoke or suspend the operator's license 

privilege and registration privilese of a person who violates this 
51 section. 
52 For purposes of this section. it shall not be a defense that the 
..,3 operator of the motor vehicle was unaware of the existence or 
54 extent of personal injUry or property dam..e caused by the 
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accident as Ions as the operator was aware that he was involved 

2 in an accident. 

:i (cf: P.L.1983. c.193, 5.1) 

4 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 

o ...:SPa rJ5 06<1' STATEMENT 

7 

8 This bill chanl8s current law in order to increase the penalties 

U for leavina the scene of a motor vehicle accident which results in 


10 death. personal injury or property damage. The penalties are as 
11 follows: 
12 SubHction (a) of R.S.39:4-129 is amended to provide that the 
13 penalty for leaving the scene of an accident which resulted in 
14 death or personal injury would be. for the first offense. a fine of 
15 $500 to $1.000 or impriaonment for 180 days, or both. (Currently 
16 the fine ranges from $100.00 to $1000.00 and the term of 
17 imprisonment is 30 days.) In addition, the driver's license of the 
18 person would be suspended for one year. Currently the suspension 
19 is for not less than 6 months. For a subsequent offense, the 
20 penalty would be a fine of $1,000 to $2.000 or imprisonment for 
21 180 days, or both. (Currently the fine ranges from $500.00 to 
22 $2000.00 and the term of imprisonment ranges from 3 months to 
23 6 months.) In addition, the driver' 5 license of the person would 
24 be suspended permanently. 
25 The bill provides that the term of imprisonment shall be 
26 imposed only if a person other than the driver was killed or 
27 injured. 
28 Subsec:tion (b) of R.S.39:4-129 is amended to provide that the 
29 penalty for leaving the scene of an accident which resulted in 
30 property dOlRage would be. for the first offense. a fine of $200 to 
31 $400. imprisonment for up to 30 days or both, and a driver' S 

32 lic~nse suspension for six months. (Currently the fine ranges 
:13 from $25.00 to $100.00 and the term of imprisonment is the 
3-1 same.) For a subsequent offense. the fine would be $400 to $600. 
J5 imprisonment for 30 to 90 days or both. and a driver' s license 
:iti suspension for one year. (Currently the fine ranges from $100.00 
37 to $200.00 and the term of imprisonment is the same.) The 
;J8 license suspension provisions are added by the bill. 
39 The bill also provides that actual knowledge of the existence or 
40 extent of the personal injury or property dam:,:g~ caused by an 
II accident in which an operator of a motor vehicle is knowingly 
·12 involved shall not be a defense. The purpose of this provision is 
4:1 10 encourage motorists to remain at the scene of an accident 
H regardless of how serious they perceive the accident to be. as 
4;} well as to facilitate the providinll of information and llSSistance 
-Ifi to the accident viCtims and the police. 
-17 The bill also amends R.S.39:4-f30 concemina reportinl of an 
48 act;~·~t to provide that a violation of that section shall result in 
4!1 /I fine of not less than $30.00 nor more than $100.00. 
flO 
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ASSEMBL.Y JUDICIARY LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 313 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 


DATED: SEPTEMBER 19, 1994 

The Assembly Judiciary, Law and Public Safety Committee 
reports favorably Senate Bill No. 313. 

This bill increases the penalties for leaving the scene of a motor 
vehicle accident which results in death, personal injury or property 
damage. The penalties are as follows: 

Subsection (a) of R.S.39:4-129 is amended to provide that the 
penalty for leaving the scene of an accident which resulted in death 
or personal injury would be. for the first offense, a fine of $500 to 
$1.000 or imprisonment for 180 days. or both. Currently, the fine 
ranges from $100 to $1000 and the tenn of imprisonment is 
30 da)·s. In addition. the driver' s license of the person would be 
suspended for one year. Currently. the suspension is for not less 
than six months. For a subsequent offense, the penalty would be a 
fine of $1.000 to $2.000 or imprisonment for 180 days, or both. 
Currently. the fine ranges from $500 to $2000 and the term of 
imprisonment ranses from three months to six months. In addition, 
the driver's license of the person would be suspended permanently. 
The bill provides that the terms of imprisonment shall be imposed 
only if a person other than the driver was killed or injured. 

Subsection (b) of R.S.39:4-129 is amended to pro\'~de that the 
penalty for leaving the scene of an aCCident which resulted in 
property damage would be. for the first offense. a fine of $200 to 
$400. imprisonment for up to 30 days or both. and a driver' s license 
suspensir"'! for six months. Currently. the fine ranges from $25 to 
$100 and the term of imprisonment is the same. For a subsequent 
offense. the fine would be $400 to $600. imprisonment for 30 to 
90 days 01 both. and a driver' 5 license suspension for one year. 
Currently. the fine ranges from $100 to $200 and the term of 
imprisonment is the same. The license suspension provisions are 
added by the bill. 

The bill also provides that actual knowledge of the existence or 
extent of the personal injury or property damage caused by an 
accident in which an operator of a motor vehicle is knOwingly 
involved would not be a defense. The purpose of this provision is to 
encourage motorists to remain at the scene of an accident 
regardless of how serious they perceive the accident to be. as weU 
as to facilitate the providing of information and assistance to the 
accident victims and the police. 

The bill also amends R.S.39:4-130 concemins the reporting of an 
accident to provide that a violation of that section would result in a 
fine of not less than $30 or more than $100. 

j I 




SENATE LAW AND PUBI.IC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 313 

SIATE OF NEW JERSEY 


DATED: MARCH 21.1994 

The Senate Law and Public Safety Committee favorably reports 
Senate Bill No. 313. 

This bill increases the penalties for leaving the scene of a motor 
vehicle accident which results in death. personal injury or property 
damaae. The penalties are as follows: 

Subsection (a) of R.S.39:4-129 is amended to provide that the 
penalty for leavi ... the scene of an accident which resulted in death 
or personal injury would be, for the first offense. a fine of $500 to 
$1.000 or imprisonment for 180 days, or both. Currently. the fine 
ranges from $100 to $1000 and the term of imprisonment is 
30 days. In addi lion. the driver's license of the person would be 
suspended for one year. Currently. the suspension is for not less 
than six months. For a subsequent offense. the penalty would be a 
fine of $1,000 to $2.000 or imprisonment for 180 days. or both. 
Currently. the fine ranges from $500 to $2000 and the teml of 
imprisonment ranges from three months to six months. In addition. 
the driver's license of the person would be suspended permanently. 

The biU provides that the term of imprisonment shan be imposed 
only if a person other than the driver was killed or injured. 

Subsection (b) of R.S.39:4-129 is amended to provide that the 
penalty for leaving the scene of an accident which resulted in 
property damage would be. for the first offense. a fine of $200 to 
$400. imprisonment for up to 30 days or both. and a driver's license 
suspension lor six months. Currently. the fine ranges from $25 to 
$100 and the term of imprisonment is the same. For a subsequent 
offense. the fine would be $400 to $600. imprisonment for 30 to 
90 days or both. and a driver's license suspension for one year. 
Currently. the fine ranges from $100 to $200 and the tenn of 
imprisonment is the same. The license suspension provisions are 
added by the bill. 

The bill also provides that actual knowledge of the existence or 
extont of the personal injury or property damage caused by an 
at,;cident in which an operator of a motor vehicle is knowingly 
mvolved would not be a defense. The purpose 'Wi ihis provision is to 
"neaurage motorists to remain at the scene of an accident 
regardless of how serious they perceive the accident to be. as well 
as to facilitate the providing of information and assistance to the 
accident victims and the police. 

The bill also amends R.S.39:4-130 concerning the reporting of an 
accident to provide that a violation of that section would result in a 
fine of not less than $30 or more than $100. 

-, '-: bill was premed for introduction in the 1994 session 
pending technical review. As reported. the bill includes the changes 
required by technical review which has been performed. 
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