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See newspaper clipping--attached: 
"Reckless driving applies to parking," 4-11-95. Star Ledger. 



P. L. 1995. CHAPTER 70. oppnwftl April 10. 1995 

19901 Assembly No. 1178 

I AN ACT concerning motor vehicles and amending R.S.39:4-1. 
2 R.S.39:4-96 and R.S.39:4-97. 
3 
4 BE IT ENACTED by rh~ S~nar~ and G~n~1 A..~mbly 0/ rh~ 

5 Srar~ 0/ N~ J~r.~y: 

6 1. R.S.39:4-1 is amended to read as follows: 
7 39:4-1. The provisions of this chapter applicable to the drivers 
8 of vehicles on the highways shall also apply to the drivers of all 
9 vehicles owned or operated by this State. the United Slales. any 

10 territorial or Federal district. any other State or any cOWlty. 
11 municipality or any other political subdivision thereof. subject to 
12 such specific exceptions as are set forth in this chapter. 
13 The provision.'i of this chapter shall apply to the owners and 
14 drivers of vehicles on [the) highways. [including) roadways [or) 1 

15 driveways. parkins areas or upon ~ groWlds owned and 
16 maintained by the State of New Jersey. or any State department 
17 or agency. the counties. the mWlicipalities and the school district 
18 boards of education of this State. 
19 This chapter shall not apply to persons. teams. motor vehicles 
20 and other equipment while actually engaged in work on the 
21 surface of a highway. but shall apply to such persons and vehicles 
22 when traveling to or from the work. 
23 (d: P.L.1951. c.23. 5.1) 
24 2. R.S.39:4-96 is amended to read as follows: 
?­
-;) 39:4-96. A person who drives a vehicle [on a highway) 
26 heedlessly. in willful or wanton disregard of the rights or safety 
'J­-' of others. in a manner so as to endanger. or be likely to endanger. 
28 a person or property. shall be guilt~· of reckless driving and be 
29 punished by imprisonment in the county or mWlicipal jail for a 
30 period of not more than 60 days. or by a fine of not less than o 
31 $50.00 or more than $200.00. or both. 
32 On a second or subsequent conviction he shall be punished by 
33 imprisonment for not more tban (3) three months. or by a fine of 
34 not less than $100[.00) or more than $500[.00). or both. 
35 (d: P.L.1982. c.45. 5.3) 
36 3. R.S.39:4-97 is amended to read as follows: 
37 39:4-97. A person who drives a vehicle [on a highway) 
38 careless!}', or without due caution and circumspection. in a 
39 manner so as to endanger. or be likely to endanger. a person or 

,,­ 40 propert~·. shall be guilty of careless driving. 
41 (d: P.L.1955, c.220. 5.2) 
42 4. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY, LAW AND PUBUC SAFETY 
COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

AmlBLY, No. 1178 

Sl'ATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED: MAY 5,1994 

The Assembly Judiciary, Law and Public safety Committee 
reporta favorably Assembly Bill No. 1178. 

1bis bill amends R.S.39:4-1 to include parldna areas among 
those other placea, such as biJbways, madways, driveways or 
pouada owned IIId mllintained by penunent entities, where 
tnfftc laws GOdlfted in chapter 4 of Title 39 of the Revised 
Statutes .., be ealorced. 

'lbe bill further bl'oadens the scope of enforcement for reckless 
driviDI b)' emendiDI R.S.39:4-96 and '1"1- driving by ameqtna 
J,5.3I:4-11 by nmaviD8 the phrue "on a hipway·. 11ds chanIe 
will meke that c:buB- applicable to penona wbo drive recklessly 
or canlealy within any anti open to vehicular traffic or usase. 
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SENATE LAW AND PUBUC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

AmmLY, No. 1178 

SI'ATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED: JANUARY 23.1995 

The Senate Law and Public Safety Committee reports favorably 
Assembly Bill No. 1118. 

This bill amends R.S.39:4-1 to include parking areas among 
those other places, such as highways, roadways, driveways or 
grounds owned and maintained by 80venunent entities, where 
traffic laws codified in chapter 4 of Title 39 of the Revised 
Statutes may be enforced. 

The bill further broadens the scope of enforcement for reckless 
driving by amending R.S.39:4-96 and careless driving by amending 
R.S.39:4-,a' by removing the phrase "on a highway". This change 
;;in make these chaJ'le& applicable to persons who drive recklessly 
or careleasly within any area open to vehicular traffiC or usage. 
Thi... consist..t with the application of R.S.39:4-S0. the drunlc 
drivinl statute. which the courts have held to be valid in parking 
lot. and other non-public areas. 

This bill is Identical to &enate BiU No. 928. which also was 
released by the committee on this date. 
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