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This bill directs the Board of Commissioners of the Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey to adopt rules and regulations providing for open public rneetings. 
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P.L.l!191. CHAPTER 395, approved Jam./Ory 17, 1992 

1gOO Sena te No. 656 

AN ACT directing tha Board of CommissionerS of the Port 
2 Authority of New York and New Jersey to adopt rules and 

3 regulations providing for open public meetings. 
4 

5 BE IT ENA.,CTED by the Senate and General A!umbly of the 

6 State of New Jersey: 
7 1. The Legislature finds and declares that the right of tho 
8 public to be present at me~tings of the Port Authority of New 
9 -York~a;';dNe;- re'rsey,-and to witness in tulldetail all phases of 

10 the deliberution. policy fonr;ulation, and decision making oJ the 
11 authority, is v·italtothe enhancement and proper functioning of 
i2 the democratic process., and that secrecy in public affilirs 

13 lJ.11del1llines the faith of the public in government and the public's 
1-1 effectiveness in fullfiling its role i'n a democratic society; and 

15 declaresit to be the public policy of this State to insure thl) right 
1-5- of its citizens to have adequnte advance noticl) of and the right 
17 to a t tend all meet ings of the authori ty at whiGh any business 

18 affecting the puhlic is disC:LL'i-sen or acted upon in riny way IlXClJpt 

19 only in those circumslilnccs where otherwise the public: inten~st 

,20 would be cleilrly €r'ldilngered or thn personlll privacy of 
21guarilnteed rights cif individuals would be cleilrly in danger of 
22 unwarranted invasion, 
23 2, As LLsed in this act: 
2-1 e, "Board" means the Board' of Commissioners of the Port 
25 Authority:of New York and New Jersey, 

26 b. "Meetin~" means any gathering, whether corporeal or by 
27 means of communication equipment, which is attended by, or 

28 opp.n to. the board; held with the intent. art the part of the bOard 
29 members present, to discuss or act as a unit upon the specific 
30 public' busin.!!ss of the authority. "MeeUng" does not mean a 

31 gathering (I) attended by less than an. eff,ectivemajority of -the 
32 board, or (2) attended by or open to all the memberS of three or 
33 more simifar pubfic bOdIes at aconvention"oT similar gathering. 
34 c. "Public business" means matters ~~ich relate in any way, 
35 directly or indirectly, to the performance of the functions of the 

36 Port Authority of New York and New Jersey or the conduct of its 

37 business. 

38 ·3. The board shall adopt and promulgate appropriate rules and 

39 regulations concerning the right of the pubiic to be present at 
40 meetings of the authority. The board mayincorporate in its rules) 

,r, 

41 and regulations conditions under, which it may exclude the public 
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1 . from a meeting or 11 portion thereof.
 
2 Any rules or regulations adopted hereWlder shall become a part
 
,3 of the' minutes of the Port Authority of New York and New ~ 

Jersey and shall be subject to' the approval of the Governor of , 
5 New Je('Seyand the Govemor.bfNew York. . 
6 4. This act shall take effect upon _the enactment into law by 
7 the State. of New York of legislation ha~ing an identical effect 

}

I 
.{ 

8 with this act. but if the State of New York has already enacted 
9 such legislation, this act shall take eff'ect immediately. I
 

j
U \ 
12 AUTHORITIES AND REGIONAL AGENCIES 
13 1 
14 Directs the Port Authority of New York and New' Jersey to adopt 
15 rules and re8"Jlations providing for open public meetings. ~, \ 
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SENATE, No~ 656·
 

STATE OF'NEW JERSEY
 

Introduced 'Pending Technical Review_by_Legislative 'Counsel 

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1990 SESSION 

By Senator WEISS 

1 AN .ACT directing the. Board' of Commissioner~11f-:tn~~ort . 

2 Authori,ty of N~~. York· andNe~ Jerse~ toa~t rules ari<r.,"" .......~ 
3 .regUlahons provld~ng fo.r open publIc n:teetlngs. .....~~,. 
4 '.' '. ....'to, .' ~.":'--''''~ 

, 5 B'E IT E:NACTEDby the Senate and General Assembly of the"\. 
6 ',Sta·t.e oj New Jersey: 

7 .1. The Legislature find~ and .declares that the right of ~he 

8' publiG to :be 'present .at meetings of the Port Authori t,Y' of· New 
9 York and,'New Jersey, and to witne~ in full detail all phases of 

10 the d.e·liberation, policy fonnulati~n, '·and' decis'ior makin.g of the . 

-----------,.1Hl~·----d~-Hu-Hth:-it(:I-I)r:+itH~h-:-'f,-is--v-it,al--~~-me~and--prope-r -f-Ufl:G-tioning---f}f-~-

12 . the democ~atic process; that secre~y i~ publi~ affairs undennines 
13 ',the faith o~, the ,public i!1. go:vernment and the', public I 5 

14. effectiven.ess in fullfiling its role'in a democratic society, and 
15 decla'res it to be ~he public JXlli~y of this '~tate to. insure the right 

16 . of its-titizens to h.ave adequate adv~ce notice. of and the~ighl 
17 . to atlt~!!d all mee.tm,gs ~f the aut~orltyat w~lr.h any bUSIness 
18 af~ectmg the public IS discussed or acted .upon In any way except 
19 only in. those circumstances where otherwise the publIc interest 
20 would, be-.· clearly endanger~d. :or' the p~rsonal privacy of 
.21 guaranteed rights of individuals' would be clearly in danger of 
22 unwarranted invasion. 

23 . 2. As used in this act: 

·24 a. "Board" ·means. the Board of CQrnmissioners of the Port 

.25 Authority of New York and New: Jersey. . 
26 b. II Meeting" means any gathering .whether corporeal or by 

27 'means oJ' communication equipmerit, which is attended by, or 

28 open to~ the board, held' with the intent., on the part of the board 
29 me.mbers ,pres~nt,· to discuss or aetas ·a unit upo~ the spe~.i~ic 

"	 30 public business of the' authority.. ' "Meeting"' does not mean a 
31 gathering (1) attended by less than ail effeptive' majority of the 
32 board, or (2) a~tended by or open,',to'all the· members of· th~e.e or' 
33 \ more sim.ilar public bodies at a,co~ventionorsimilar gathering. 
34' c. "P.uhUe business" m~an~ m~tters-..whieh relate ·in any way, 

35 directly, or ibdirectly,. to the perfoqnance of the functions of the 

36 Port Authority of .New York. and New, Jersey or the conduct of its 

37 business. 
38 3. The board s~all-adopt and ,promulgate appropriate rules 'and 
39 regulations concerning the- fig!,!t of the publiG to be .present at 

40 meetings of the authority. The bOard may incorporate in its rules 

41 and regulations condit'io~s under which it may exclude the public 



" . 

" 

1
 

'2 

3
 
4
 

5 '
 

6
 

7' 

8
 
9
 

10
 
11
 

12
 

13
 
14
 

15
 

16
 
17
 

18
 
19
 
20
 
21
 
22
 

S656
 
2
 

from ,a; meetiilgor a pOrtion thereof. 
Any rules_or r(JgUlatipJ1$ adopted her.eunder shall become a part 

of the minutes of the Port Authori,ty of New York and New 
Jersey and shall be subject to the .approval of the Governor of 
New}ersey and the Govemor of New York. . 

4. This act shall take effect upOn the enactmept into law. by 
'the	 State of New York of legislation having an Idenhcaleffect 
with this act, but if the State of New York has already enacted 
suth legislation, this act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

. . 

This bill directs the Board, of Commissioners (if the Port 
Authority, of New York ~dNew Jersey to adopt rules and 
regul.ations providing for open public meetings. 

AUTHORITIES AND REGIONAL AGENCIES 

Directs the Port ~uthority of New York and New Jersey to adopt 
.J. 

rules and regulations providing for open public meetings. 

.. ' 



SENATE, No. 656
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

PRE- FII.E!> FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE l!HIO SESSION 

By Senator WEISS 

c;;" 
AN ACT directing the Board. of Commissioners of the Port 

.) A~~hority .Qf Ne\v York and New Jersey to adopt rules and 
J rilgulations providing for open· public meebngs.
 
·1
 

:J flE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
 
6 Siatt: ;f New jersey:
 

7 I. The Legislature finds and dec:lares that the right of the 

H public to be pmsent at meetings of the Port Authority of New 
!) York illldN ew Jersey, and to witness in full detail all phasfls of 

10 the deliberation, policy formulation, and decision making of the 

11 authority, is vital to the enhancerTlent and propflt functioning of 
12 the democratic prbc~ss, and .. that secrecy i~ public affairs 
l:l undcnnines the faith of the public ingovemmcnt and the puhlic' s 

1·1 effectiveness ill full filing its role in a demar-rotic society; ilnd 
15 declares it to be the public policy of this State to insurl~ the right 
I{j of its citizens to have adequate advance nriticeo..L<md-I-l:w+-1ght 
17. to at tend all meetings of the authority at which any businl~ss 

18 affecting the public is discussed or uctedupon in anyway exc(!pt 
19 only in those circumstances where otherwise the public inlel'l:sl 
~o would be clearly endangered or the· personal priv;Jf;y of 

21 guaranteed tights of individuals would be clearly in dang,:r of 
22 unwarranted j,nvLJsion. 

23 2. As used in this act: 
24a. 'Board" means the Aoard of Commissioners of the Port 
25 Authority of New York and New Jersey. 
26 .~. ,b. "Meeting" means any. gathering, whe·ther corporeo! or by 
27 means of cOinmunication equipment, which is attended by, or 
28 open to. the board, held with the intent. on the part of the'boar~ 
29 members present, to discuss or act as a unit upon the sp'ecific 
30plJblic business of the authority. "Meeting" does not mean a 
31 gathering (1) attended by less than an effective majority of the 
32 board, or (2) attended by or open to all the members of three or 
33 more similar public bodies at a convention PI' simHargathering. 
34G. "Public business", means matters which relate in any way, 
35 directly or indirectly, to the perfQrmance of the funclions of the 
36 Port Au!hority of New York and New Jersey or'the conduct of its 

37 business. ,~ 

383. The board shall adopt and prom,ulgate appropriate rules and 
39 regulations concerning the'right of the public: to be present at 

40 meetings of th,e authority. The board may incorporate in its rules 
41 and regulat ions condi lions under which it may exclude the public 
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1 from u meeting or a porlion thereof. . 
2 Any rules or -rogulatibosadopted hereunder shall become apart 
:3 of the-minltt-e5:=tlf:-J:b~ New York 3.0Q__.P..QrLA!cI!h(}ti.\:Y:---.QI New 
4 , Jersey aild I>hal~ be subject to the approval of the Governor of 
5 New Jersey and the Goverrio:r of New York. 
6 4. This act shall take effect upon the enactment into law by 
7 the State of New York of legislation having an identical effect 
8 with this act, -but if the State of New York has already enacted 
9 such legislBr'ion, this act shall take effect immediately: 

10 
11 

12 AUTHORITIES AND REGIONAL AGENCIES 
13 

111 Directs .the -P--O-t'--t-Authority of New York and New Jersey to adopt 
15 rules andregufations providing for 9pen public meetings. 

·1·' 



ASSEMBLY INDEPENDENT AUTHORITIES COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 656
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: OCTOBER 11, 1990 

The AsseInbly Independent Authorities COfilmittee reports 
favorably Senate Bill No. 656. 

As reported, this bill directs the Board of Commissioners of the 
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey to adopt rules and 
regulations concerning the right of the public to be present at 
meetings of the authority. The board may incorporate in its rules 
and regulations conditions under which it may exclude the public 
from a meeting. These rules and regulations shall become part of 
the minutes of the authority and shall be subject to the approval of 
the Governor of New Jersey and the Governor of New York. This act 
shall take effect upon the enactment into law by the State of New 
York of legislation having an identical effect. 

This bill is intended to insure that the Port Authority adopt rules 
and regulations to permit public access to its meetings at which any 
public business is discussed or acted upon, except in those 
circumstances where the public interest would be clearly endangered 
or the personal privacy of individuals would be clearly in danger of 
unwarranted invasion. 



SENATE STATE GOVERNMENT AND FEDERAL
 
AND INTERSTATE RELATIONS COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO
 

SENATE, No. 656 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: JANUARY 18,1990 

The Senate State Government and Federal and Interstate 
Relations Committee reports favorably Senate, No. 656. 

This bill directs the Board of Commissioners of the Port 
Authority of New York and New Jersey to adopt rules and 
regulations concerning the right of the public to be present at 
meetings of the authority. The board may incorporate in its rules 
and regulations conditions under which it may exclude the public 
from a meeting. These rules and regulations shall become part of 
the minutes of the authority and shall be subject to the approval of 
the Governor of New Jersey and the Governor of New York. This act 
shall take effect upon the enactment into law by the State of New 
York of legislation having an identical effect. 

This bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 1990 session 
pending technical review. As reported, the bill includes the changes 
required by technical review which has been performed. 
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