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P.L.1991, CHAPTER 389, approved January 16, 1992 

1990 Assembly No. 1335 (First Reprint) 

AN ACT changing the definition of veteran to include certain
 
members of the American Merchant Marine and amending
 
various parts of the statutory law.
 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
 
State of New Jersey:
 

1. N.J.S.17B:28-3 is amended to read as follows: 
17B:28-3. a. No agent or solicitor employed by an agent
 

heretofore or hereafter licensed shall be authorized to sell or act
 
or aid in any manner in the negotiation of a contract on a
 
variable basis until he has received a certificate to sell contracts
 
on a variable basis from the commissioner, which certificate shall
 
not ··be issued by the commissioner until such agent or solicitor
 
has qualified by personal examination, to the satisfaction of the
 
commissioner, as to his trustworthiness and competence to act as
 
such agent or solicitor.
 

b. Before a first-time applicant for a license to solicit and
 
negotiate contracts on a variable basis shall be admitted to the
 
examination, the applicant shall be required to concurrently hold
 
an agent's license granting authority to solicit and negotiate
 
contracts of life insurance in this State or hold a license to act as
 
a solicitor for such an agent. Application for a license must be
 
made. on such forms as the commissioner may prescribe.
 

c. The examination fee shall be $25.00 for each examination
 
scheduled and such examination fee shall not be returned for any
 
reason. The licensee fee shall be $25.00. A renewal license shall
 
be issued biennially subject to the payment of the renewal license
 
fee as required by this section and upon request of the insurer.
 
Licenses issued in accordance with this section shall expire on
 
April 30 of each odd numbered year.
 

d. No written examination shall be required of: 
(1) An applicant who is the holder of a valid agent's or 

solicitor's license issued pursuant .to this section by the 
commissioner or an applicant for a renewal of such license, 
except in a case where the commissioner has good and sufficient 
cause to believe that the applicant for renewal has demonstrated 
incompetence in the conduct of his business as such agent or 
solicitor to the detriment of the public; 

(2) An applicant whose license to do business as an agent or 

EXPLANATION--Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the 
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

Matter underlined ~ is new matter.
 
~atter enclosed in superscript numerals has been adopted as follows:
 

Senate floor amendments adopted December 19, 1991.
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solicitor issued pursuant to this section has expired less than 3 
years prior to the date of application. If the applicant has 
permitted his license to lapse for a period of more than 3 years 
he must submit to and pass an examination in the same manner as 
a new applicant, except where the applicant is a veteran who 
meets the requirements of subsection (4) hereunder, when no 
re-examination shall be required; 

(3) An applicant whose previous license issued pursuant to this 
section has been revoked or suspended; provided this examination 
exemption is only at the discretion of the commissioner; 

(4) An applicant who is a citizen of New Jersey and has served 
in the Armed Forc~s of the United States, including a citizen of 
New Jersey who served as a member of the American Merchant 
Marine during World War II and is declared by the United States 
Department of Defense to be eligible for federal veterans ' 
benefits, and has been honorably discharged or released under 
conditions other than dishonorable and was the holder at any time 
of a license in New Jersey which authorized the applicant to 
solicit or negotiate contracts on a variable basis; 

(5) Any individual seeking a variable license who, in the 
discretion of the commissioner, has satisfied the requirements 
and successfully passed all the examinations of the National 
Association of Securities Dealers, required to secure a 
registration to sell securities by the National Association of 
Securities Dealers in compliance and conformity with the rules 
and regulations promulgated by the Federal Securities and 
Exchange Commission. 

e. The commissioner may issue a nonresident agent's or 
solicitor's license upon the application of a nonresident who is 
duly licensed under the law of the state of his residence or 
domicile to act as an agent or solicitor for contracts on a 
variable basis if said state does not prohibit residents of this 
State from acting as nonresident agents or solicitors therein, 
when: 

(1) The applicant has shown by a statement from the proper 
official of the state in which he has his resident license that he is 
authorized to do business as an agent or solicitor in such state 
with authority for which the app~cant is to be licensed under the 
New Jersey nonresident license. 

(2) The applicant has paid the annual license fee as provided 
for in this section. 

(3) The applicant has no place of business in this State. 
(4) The commissioner may enter into reciprocal agreements 

with the appropriate supervisory insurance official of any other 
state waiving the written examination of any applicant resident 
in such other state, provided: 

(a) A written examination is required of applicants for an 
agent's or solicitor's license in such other state. 

(b) The appropriate supervisory insurance official of such other 



• t 

state certifies that the applicant holds a currently valid license 
as an agent or solicitor in such other state, and either, 

(i) Passed a written examination, 
(ii) Was the holder of an agent's or solicitor's license prior to 

the time a written examination was required, or 
(iii) Was not required to take such examination by reason of 

provisions of the applicable agent's or solicitor's licensing law. 
(c) That in such other state, a resident of this State is 

privileged to procure such an agent's or solicitor's license upon 
the foregoing conditions and without discrimination as to fees or 
otherwise in favor of residents of such other state. If the laws of 
another state require the sharing of commissions with resident 
agents or solicitors of that state on applications for contracts on 
a variable basis written by nonresident agent or solicitors, then 
the same provision shall apply when resident agents or solicitors 
of that state, licensed as nonresident agents or solicitors of New 
Jersey write applications for contracts on a variable basis in this 
State. 
(cf: P.L.1983, c.533, s.21) 

2. Section 1 of P.L.1985, c.217 (C.18A:28-11.1) is amended to 
read as follows: 

1. In computing length of service for seniority purposes, every 
teaching staff member who, after July 1, 1940, has served or 
hereafter shall serve, in the active military or naval service of 
the United States or of this State, including active service in the 
women's army corps, the women's reserve of the naval reserve, 
or any similar organization authorized by the United States to 
serve with the army or navy, in time of war or an emergency, or 
for or during any period of training, or pursuant to or in 
connection with the operation of any system of selective service, 
or who was a member of the American Merchant Marine during 
World War II and is declared by the United States Department of 
Defense to be eligible for federal veterans' benefits, shall be 
entitled to receive equivalent years of employment or seniority 
credit for that service as if the member had been employed for 
the same period of time in some publicly owned and operated 
college, school or institution of learning in this or any other state 
or territory of the United States, except that the period of that 
service shall not be credited toward more than four years of 
employment or seniority credit. Any military or naval service 
shall be credited towards this employment or seniority credit 
including service that occurred prior to the melTlber' s 
employment as a teaching staff member. 
(cf: P.L.1985, c.217, s.l) 

3. N.J.S.18A:28-12 is amended to read as follows: 
18A:28-12. If any teaching staff member shall be dismissed as 

a result of such reduction, such person shall be and remain upon a 
preferred eligible list in the order of seniority for reemployment 
whenever a vacancy occurs in a position for which such person 
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shall be qualified and he shall be reemployed by the body causing 
dismissal, if and when such vacancy occurs and in determining 
seniority, and in computing length of service for reemployment, 
full recognition shall be given to previous years of service, and 
the time of service by any such person in or with the military or 
naval forces of the United States or of this State, subsequent to 
September 1, 1940, and the time of service of any member of the 
American Merchant Marine during World War II who is declared 
by the United States Department of Defense to be eligible for 
federal veterans' benefits, shall be credited to him as though he 
had been regularly employed in such a position within the district 
during the time of such military or naval service, except that the 
period of that service shall not be credited toward more than four 
years of employment or seniority credit. 
(cf: P.L.1985, c.217, s.2) 

4. N.J.S.18A:66-2 is amended to read as follows:
 
18A:66-2. Definitions
 
As used in this article:
 
a. "Accumulated deductions" means the sum of all the 

amounts, deducted from the compensation of a member or 
contributed by him or in his behalf, including interest credited to 
January 1, 1956, standing to the credit of his individual account 
in the annuity savings fund. 

b. "Annuity" means payments for life derived from the 
accumulated deductions of a member as provided in this article. 

c. "Beneficiary" means any person receiving a retirement 
allowance or other benefit as provided in this article. 

d. "Compensation" means the contractual salary, for services 
as a teacher as defined in this article, which is in accordance 
with established salary policies of the merrlber' s employer for all 
employees in the same position but shall not include individual 
salary adjustments which are granted primarily in anticipation of 
the member's retirement or additional remuneration for 
performing temporary or extracurricular duties beyond the 
regular school day or the regular school year. 

e. "Employer" means the State, the board of education or any 
educational institution or agency of or within the State by which 
a teacher is paid. 

f. "Final compensation" means the average annual 
compensation for which contributions are made for the three 
years of creditable service in New Jersey immediately preceding 
his retirement or death, or it shall mean the average annual 
compensation for New Jersey service for which contributions are 
made during any three fiscal years of his or her membership 
providing the largest possible benefit to the member or his 
beneficiary. 

g. "Fiscal year" means any year commencing with July 1, and 
ending with June 30, next following. 

h. "Pension" means payments for life derived from 
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appropriations made by the State or employers to the Teachers' 
Pension and Annuity Fund. 

i. "Annuity reserve" means the present value of all payments 
to be made on account of any annuity or benefit in lieu of an 
annuity, granted under the provisions of this article, computed on 
the basis of such mortality tables recommended by the actuary as 
the board of trustees adopts, with regular interest. 

j. "Pension reserve" means the present value of all payments 
to be made on account of any pension or benefit in lieu of a 
pension granted to a member from the Teachers t Pension and 
Annuity Fund, computed on the basis of such mortality tables 
recommended by the actuary as the board of trustees adopts, 
with regular interest. 

k. "Present-entrant" means any member of the Teachers t 
Pension and Annuity Fund who had established status as a 
"present-entrant member" of said fund prior to January 1, 1956. 

1. "Rate of contribution initially certified" means the rate of 
contribution certified by the retirement system in accordance 
with N.J .S.18A:66-29. 

m. "Regular interest" shall mean interest as detennined 
annually by the State Treasurer after consultation with the 
directors of the Divisions of Investment and Pensions and the 
actuary of the fund. It shall bear a reasonable relationship to the 
percentage rate of earnings on investments but shall not exceed 
1050/0 of such percentage rate. 

n. "Retirement allowance" means the pension plus the annuity. 
o. "School service" means any service as a "teacher" as 

defined in this section. 
p. "Teacher" means any regular teacher, special teacher, 

helping teacher, teacher clerk, principal, vice-principal, 
supervisor, supervising principal, director, superintendent, city 
superintendent, assistant city superintendent, county 
superintendent, State Commissioner or Assistant Commissioner 
of Education, members of the State Department of Education 
who are certificated, unclassified professional staff and other 
merrlbers of the teaching or professional staff of any class, public 
school, high school, normal school, model school, training school, 
vocational school, truant reformatory school, or parental school, 
and of any and all classes or schools within the State conducted 
under the order and superintendence, and wholly or partly at the 
expense of the State Board of Education, of a duly elected or 
appointed board of education, board of school directors, or board 
of trustees of the State or of any school district or normal school 
district thereof, and any persons under contract or engagement to 
perform one or more of these functions. It shall also mean any 
person who serves, while on an approved leave of absence from 
regular duties as a teacher, as an officer of a local, county or 
State labor organization which represents teachers as defined in 
this subsection. No person shall be deemed a teacher within the 



meaning of this article who is a substitute teacher. In all cases 
of doubt the board of trustees shall determine whether any person 
is a teacher as defined in this article. 

q. "Teachers' Pension and Annuity Fund," hereinafter referred 
to as the "retirement system," is the corporate name of the 
arrangement for the payment of retirement allowances and other 
benefits under the provisions of this article, including the several 
funds placed under said system. By that name all its business 
shall be transacted, its funds invested, warrants for money drawn, 
and payments made and all of its cash and securities and other 
property held. 

r. "Veteran" means any honorably discharged officer, soldier, 
sailor, airman, marine or nurse who served in any Army, Air 
Force or Navy of the Allies of the United States in World War I 
between July 14, 1914, and November 11, 1918, or who served in 
any Army, Air Force or Navy of the Allies of the United States in 
World War II, between September 1, 1939, and September 2, 1945, 

and who was inducted into such service through voluntary 
enlistment, and was a citizen of the United States at the time of 
such enlistment, and who did not, during or by reason of such 
service, renounce or lose his United States citizenship, and any 
officer, soldier, sailor, marine, airman, nurse or army field clerk 
who has served in the active military or naval service of the 
United States and has or shall be discharged or released 
therefrom under conditions other than dishonorable, in any of the 
following wars, uprisings, insurrections, expeditions or 
emergencies, and who has presented to the retirement system 
evidence of such record of service in form and content 
satisfactory to said retirement system: 

(1) The Indian wars and uprisings during any of the periods 
recognized by the War Department of the United States as 
periods of active hostility; 

(2) The Spanish-American War between April 20, 1898, and 
April 11, 1899; 

(3) The Philippine insurrections and expeditions during the 
periods recognized by the War Department of the United States 
as of active hostility from February 4, 1899, to the end of 1913; 

(4) The Peking relief expedition between June 20, 1900, and 
May 27, 1902; 

(5) The army of Cuban occupation between July 18, 1898, and 
May 20, 1902; 

(6) The army of Cuban pacification between October 6, 1906, 
and April 1, 1909; 

(7) The Mexican punitive expedition between March 14, 1916, 

and February 7, 1917; 

(8) The Mexican border patrol, having actually participated in 
engagements against Mexicans between April 12, 1911, and June 
16, 1919; 

(9) World War I, between April 6, 1917, and November 11, 1918; 



(10) World War II, between September 16, 1940, and September 
2, 1945, who shall have served at least 90 days in such active 
service, exclusive of any period he was assigned (1) for a course 
of education or training under the Army Specialized Training 
Program or the Navy College Training Program, which course was 
a continuation of his civilian course and was pursued to 
completion, or (2) as a cadet or midshipman at one of the service 
academies, any part of which 90 days was served between said 
dates; provided that any person receiving an actual 
service-incurred injury or disability shall be classed as a veteran, 
whether or not he has completed the 90-day service as herein 
provided; 

(11) Korean conflict after June 23, 1950, and on or prior to 
July 27, 1953, who shall have served at least 90 days in such 
active service, exclusive of any period he was assigned (1) for a 
course of education or training under the Anny Specialized 
Training Program or the Navy College Training Program, which 
course was a continuation of his civilian course and was pursued 
to completion, or (2) as a cadet or midshipman at one of the 
service academies, any part of which 90 days was served between 
said dates; provided that any person receiving an actual 
service-incurred injury or disability shall be classed as a veteran, 
whether or not he has completed the 90-day service as herein 
provided; and provided further that any member classed as a 
veteran pursuant to this subsection prior to August 1, 1966, shall 
continue to be classed as a veteran, whether or not he completed 
the gO-day service between said dates as herein provided; 

(12) Vietnam conflict, after December 31, 1960, and on or 
prior to [the date of termination as proclaimed by the Governor] 
August 1, 1974, who shall have served at least 90 days in such 
active service, exclusive of any period he was assigned (1) for a 
course of education or training under the Army Specialized 
Training Program or the Navy College Training Program, which 
course was a continuation of his civilian course and was pursued 
to completion, or (2) as a cadet or midshipman at one of the 
service academies, any part of which 90 days was served between 
said dates; and exclusive of any service performed pursuant to 
the provisions of section 511(d) of Title 10, United States Code, 
pursuant to an enlistment in the Army National Guard or as a 
reserve for service in the Army Reserve, Naval Reserve, Air 
Force Reserve, Marine Corps Reserve, or Coast Guard Reserve; 
provided that any person receiving an actual service-incurred 
injury or disability shall be classed as a veteran, whether or not 
he has completed the 90-day service as herein provided. 

"Veteran" also means any honorably discharged member of the 
American Merchant Marine who served during World War II and is 
declared by the United States Department of Defense to be 
eligible for federal veterans' benefits. 

s. "Child" means a deceased member's unmarried child either 



(a) under the age of 18 or (b) of any age who, at the time of the 
member's death, is disabled because of mental retardation or 
physical incapacity, is unable to do any substantial, gainful work 
because of the impairment and his impairment has lasted or can 
be expected to last for a continuous period of not less than 12 
months, as affirmed by the medical board. 

t. "Widower" means the man to whom a member was married 
at least five years before the date of her death and to whom she 
continued to be married until the date of her death and who was 
receiving at least one-half of his support from the member in the 
12-month period immediately preceding the member's death or 
the accident which was the direct cause of the member's death. 
The dependency of such a widower will be considered terminated 
by marriage of the widower subsequent to the death of the 
member. In the event of the payment of an accidental death 
benefit, the five-year qualification shall be waived. 

u. "Widow" means the woman to whom a member was married 
at least five years before the date of his death and to whom he 
continued to be married until the date of his death and who was 
receiving at least one-half of her support from the member in the 
12-month period immediately preceding the member's death or 
the accident which was the direct cause of the member's death. 
The dependency of such a widow will be considered terminated by 
the marriage of the widow subsequent to the member's death. In 
the event of the payment of an accidental death benefit, the 
five-year qualification shall be waived. 

v. "Parent" means the parent of a member who was receiving 
at least one-half of his support from the member in the 12-month 
period immediately preceding tIle member's death or the 
accident which was the direct cause of the member's death. The 
dependency of such a parent will be considered terminated by 
marriage of the parent subsequent to the death of the member. 

w. "Medical board" means the board of physicians provided for 
in N.J.S.18A:66-56. 
(cf: P.L.1989, c.198, s.l) 

5. N.J.S.18A:66-104 is amended to read as follows: 
18A:66-104. "Veteran" means any honorably discharged 

officer, soldier, sailor, airman, marine or nurse who served in any 
army, air force or navy of the allies of the United States in world 
war I, between July 14, 1914, and November 11, 1918, or who 
served in any army, air force or navy of the allies of the United 
States in world war II, between September 1, 1939, and 
September 2, 1945, and who was inducted into such service 
through voluntary enlistment, and was a citizen of the United 
States at the time of such enlistment, and who did not, during or 
by reason of such service, renounce or lose his United States 
citizenship, and any officer, soldier, sailor, marine, airman, nurse 
or army field clerk, who has served in the active military or naval 
service of the United States and has or shall be discharged or 



released therefrom under conditions other than dishonorable, in 
any of the following wars, uprisings, insurrections, expeditions, or 
emergencies, and who has presented to the board of trustees 
evidence of such record of service in form and content 
satisfactory to said board of trustees: 

(a) The Indian wars and uprisings during any of the periods 
recognized by the war department of the United States as periods 
of active hostility; 

(b) The Spanish-American war between April 20, 1898, and 
April 11, 1899; 

(c) The Philippine insurrections and expeditions during the 
periods recognized by the war department of the United States as 
of active hostility from February 4, 1899, to the end of 1913; 

(d) The Peking relief expedition between June 20, 1900, and 
May 27, 1902; 

(e) The army of Cuban occupation between July 18, 1898, and 
May 20, 1902; 

(f) The army of Cuban pacification between October 6, 1906, 
and April 1, 1909; 

(g) The Mexican punitive expedition between March 14, 1916, 
and February 7, 1917; 

(h) The Mexican border patrol, having actually participated in 
engagements against Mexicans between April 12, 1911, and June 
16, 1919; 

(i) World war I, between April 6, 1917, and November 11, 1918; 
(j) . World war II, between September 16, 1940, and September 

2, 1945, who shall have served at least 90 days in such active 
service, exclusive of any period he was assigned (1) for a course 
of education or training under the army specialized training 
program or the navy college training program which course was a 
continuation of his civilian course and was pursued to completion, 
or (2) as a cadet or midshipman at one of the service academies 
any part of which 90 days was served between said dates; 
provided, that any person receiving an actual service incurred 
injury or disability shall be classed as a veteran whether or not he 
has completed the 90-day service as herein provided. 

(k) Emergency, at any time after June 23, 1950, and on or 
prior to [the date of termination, suspension or revocation of the 
proclamation of the existence of a national emergency issued by 
the president of the United States on December 16, 1950, or date 
of termination of the existence of such national emergency by 
appropriate action of the president or the congress of the United 
States] January 31, 1955, who shall have served at least 90 days 
in such active service, exclusive of any period he was assigned (1) 
for a course of education or training under the army specialized 
training program or the navy college training program which 
course was a continuation of his civilian course and was pursued 
to completion, or (2) as a cadet or midshipman at one of the 
service academies, any part of which 90 days was served between 



said dates; provided, that any person receiving an actual service 
incurred injury or disability shall be classed as a veteran whether 
or not he has completed the 90-day service as herein provided. 

"Veteran" also means any honorably discharged member of the 
American Merchant Marine who served during World War II and is 
declared by the United States Department of Defense to be 
eligible for federal veterans' benefits. 
(cf: N. J.S.18A:66-104) 

6. Section 1 of P.L.1945, c.202 (C.26:6-4.1) is amended to read 
as follows: 

1. On or before the tenth day of each month, the State 
Department of Health shall certify to the supervisor of veterans' 
interment in each of the respective counties of the State, the 
name of each deceased veteran and of each deceased member of 
the American Merchant Marine who served during World War II 
and is declared by the United States Department of Defense to be 
eligible for federal veterans' benefits for whom a certificate of 
death, in which the place of burial, cremation or removal is 
stated as being within such county, has been filed with the State 
Department of Health during the preceding month, together with 
the date and place of burial, cremation or removal of such 
deceased veteran, and the war in which said deceased veteran 
served. 
(cf: P.L.1946, c.232, s.l) 

7. Section 2 of P.L.1945, c.202 (C.26:6-4.2) is amended to read 
as follows: 

2. Whenever a dead body is transported from outside the State 
into this State for burial or other final disposition in this State, 
the person in charge of any premises in which the interment or 
cremation of such dead body is made, shall make due and diligent 
inquiry in order to determine whether the deceased person to be 
interred or cremated was a veteran of any war or was a member 
of the American Merchant Marine who served during World War II 
and has been declared by the United States Department of 
Defense to be eligible for federal veterans' benefits, and if so, 
the war in which said deceased veteran served. If such interment 
is made in a cemetery or burial ground having no person in charge 
thereof, then the undertaker making the interment of such dead 
body shall make such inquiry. 

On or before the tenth day of each month the person in charge 
of any such premises, or if the interment is made in a cemetery 
or burial ground having no person in charge, then the undertaker 
who made any such interment, shall certify to the supervisor of 
veterans' interment in the county in which such interment or 
cremation was made, the name of each deceased veteran who has 
been interred or cremated in said premises during the preceding 
month, together with the date and place of burial or cremation of 
such deceased veteran, and the war in which said deceased 
veteran served. 
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Any failure so to do on the part of the officers of any cemetery 
association or the undertaker shall subject the violator to a 
penalty of fifty dollars ($50.00) to be recovered in a civil action 
in the name of the supervisor of veterans' interment of any 
county wherein the violation occurs. 
(cf: P.L.1953, c.316, s.l) 

8. Section 6 of P.L.1950, c.250 (C.27:7-44.8) is amended to 
read as follows: 

6. The State Highway Commissioner shall have power to sell 
any or all lands acquired pursuant to this act, or any portion or 
portions thereof, or any structure or structures relocated 
thereon, or to rent the same for the use to which they were 
devoted prior to such relocation; provided, however, that: 

(a) All sales shall be at public auction; 
(b) All rentals shall be made in the following order of 

preference: to the original owner or user of a relocated structure 
or structures; to an original user of a relocated structure or 
structures; to an owner user of a structure or structures on the 
property acquired for highway purposes, which was impractical to 
remove; to a tenant of any structure or structures on the 
property acquired for highway purposes; to any war veteran.!, 
including any member of the American Merchant Marine during 
World War II who is declared by the United States Department of 
Defense to be eligible for federal veterans' benefits, residing in 
the municipality in which the structure or structures was 
relocated and who, under the Constitution, qualifies for tax 
exemption, or the widow of such veteran. As between persons 
within the same preference category, preference shall be 
determined upon a competitive basis, if practicable; otherwise as 
the commissioner shall determine. In the event that no person or 
persons having preference as hereinabove provided, shall desire to 
rent property acquired pursuant to this act, the State Highway 
Commissioner may rent the same in whatever manner will, in his 
judgment, best serve the interest of the State. 
(cf: P.L.1950, c.250, s.6) 

9. R.S.38:16-1 is amended to read as follows: 
38:16-1. No person now holding any employment, position or 

office under the government of this State, or the government of 
any county or municipality, including any person employed by a 
school board or board of education, or who may hereafter be 
appointed to any such employment, office or position, whose term 
of employment, office or position is not now fixed by law, and 
receiving a salary from such State, county or municipality, 
including any person employed by a school board or board of 
education, who has served as a soldier, sailor, marine or nurse, in 
any war of the United States, or in the New Jersey State militia 
during the period of the World War, or who served as a member of 
the American Merchant Marine during World War II and is 
declared by the United States Department of Defense to be 



· , 

eligible for federal veterans' benefits, and has been honorably 
discharged from the service of the United States or from such 
militia, or from such merchant marine service, prior to or during 
such employment in or occupancy of such position or office, shall 
be removed from such employment, position or office, except for 
good cause shown after a fair and impartial hearing, but such 
person shall hold his employment, position or office during good 
behavior, and shall not be removed for political reasons. 

For the purposes of this section no term of office, position or 
employment of any person shall be deemed to be fixed by law or 
coterminous with that of the employing or appointing board or 
body by reason of the fact that such person was or is appointed or 
employed by a noncontinuous board or body; provided, however, 
that in no event is it intended that this act shall apply to 
appointments made for a fixed or stated period of time. 
(cf: P.L.1942, c.83, S.l) 

10. Section 1 of P.L.1944, c.249 (C.38:16-4) is amended to 
read as follows: 

1. No person now holding any employment, position or office 
under a commission, elected or appointed by the governing bodies 
of two or more municipalities, which, by legislative authority, 
have entered into an agreement for the election or appointment 
of such commission, whose term of employment, office or 
position is not now fixed by law, who has served as a soldier, 
sailor, marine or nurse, in any war of the United States, or who 
served as a member of the American Merchant Marine during 
World War II and is declared by the United States Department of 
Defense to be eligible for federal veterans' benefits, and has 
been honorably discharged from the service of the United States, 
prior to such employment in or occupancy of such position or 
office, shall be removed from such employment, position or 
office, except for good cause shown after a fair and impartial 
hearing, but such person shall hold his employment, position or 
office during good behavior, and shall not be removed for 
political reasons. 

For the purposes of this section no term of office, position or 
employment of any person shall be deemed to be fixed by law or 
coterminous with that of the employing or appointing board or 
body by reason of the fact that such person was or is appointed or 
employed by a noncontinuous board or body. 
(cf: P.L.1944, c.249, s.l) 

11. R.S.38:17-1 is amended to read as follows: 
38:17-1. The board of chosen freeholders in each of the 

counties shall designate a proper authority, other than that 
designated by law for the care of paupers and the custody of 
criminals, who shall cause to be interred the bodies of all 
honorably discharged soldiers, sailors, marines or nurses who 
served, or shall have served, in the Army or Navy of the United 
States in time of emergency, or during any war in which the 



United States has been engaged, is engaged or shall be engaged, 
including the bodies of all honorably discharged members of the 
American Merchant Marine who served during World War II and 
have been declared by the United States Department of Defense 
to be eligible for federal veterans' benefits, who shall die 
without leaving means sufficient to d.~fray funeral expenses. The 
expense of such funeral shall not exceed in any case the sum of 
$250.00. 

Such authority shall also, upon application by an interested 
party, cause to be interred the bodies of members of the Armed 
Forces of the United States who died in active service during the 
second World War, or in time of emergency. The expense of such 
interment shall not in any case exceed the sum of $50.00. 

As used in this act the term "in time of emergency" shall mean 
and include any time (a) after June 23, 1950, and prior to [the 
termination, suspension or revocation of the proclamation of the 
existence of a national emergency issued by the President of the 
United States on December 16, 1950, or termination of the 
existence of such national emergency by appropriate action of 
the President or Congress of the United States] January 31, 1955, 

and (b) during the period in which warlike conditions exist in the 
southeast Asia area commencing as of January 1, 1961 and 
terminating on [such date as shall be determined by Proclamation 
of the President of the United States or concurrent resolution of 
the United States Congress] May 7, 1975. 

For the purposes of this act active service in the "southeast 
Asia area" means and includes such service in any area in 
southeast Asia in which armed conflict or warlike conditions exist 
as determined by the President and includes not only land based 
service in said area but also service in said area with the United 
States Navy and Air Force regardless of where the individual's 
ship or unit is based. 
(cf: P.L.1967, c.160, s.l) 

12. R.S.38:17-2 is amended to read as follows: 
38:17-2. The board of chosen freeholders in each of the 

counties shall appoint a suitable person who shall be a resident of 
the county, as supervisor of veterans' interment; provided, that 
in making such appointment an honorably discharged soldier, 
sailor or marine who served in the Army, Navy or Marine Corps 
of the United States during any war in which the United States 
has been engaged, or an honorably discharged member of the 
American Merchant Marine who served during World War II and is 
declared by the United States Department of Defense to be 
eligible for federal veterans' benefits, shall be appointed. The 
supervisor of veterans' interment shall be paid such annual salary 
as may be fixed by the board of chosen freeholders of each 
county. The salary shall be paid in semimonthly installments by 
the county treasurer. Where any person has served as a 
superintendent of soldiers' burials or supervisor of veterans' 



interment, or as either or both, in any county for a period in the 
aggregate of two or more years prior to [the first day of 
September, one thousand nine hundred and forty-nine] September 
1, 1949, such superintendent of soldiers' burials or supervisor of 
veterans' interment shall be deemed to be a suitable person and 
may be appointed by the board of chosen freeholders as a 
supervisor of veterans' interment without any competitive 
examinationa 
(cf: P.L.1950, c.150, s.l) 

13. R.S.38:18-1 is amended to read as follows: 
38:18-1. As used in this chapter the word "soldier" means and 

includes any officer, soldier, sailor, marine, airman, nurse or any 
other person, male or female, regularly enlisted or inducted, who 
was or shall have been a part of the military or naval forces of 
the United States, and who took pB:rt in any war in which the 
United States was engaged, or who took part or shall have taken 
part in the present wars with the governments of Japan, Germany 
and Italy, or any of them, including any member of the American 
Merchant Marine who is declared by the United States 
Department of Defense to be eligible for federal veterans ' 
benefits, or who served or shall have served in the active military 
or naval service of the United States in time of emergency as 
herein defined, and who was a resident of this State at the time 
he was or shall be commissioned, enlisted, inducted, appointed or 
mustered into the military or naval service of the United States, 
and who has been or shall have been given an honorable or 
ordinary discharge or release therefrom, and continues to be a 
resident of this State. 

As used herein the term "in time of emergency" shall mean and 
include any time after [June twenty-third, one thousand nine 
hundred and fifty] June 23, 1950, and on or prior to [the 
termination, suspension or revocation of the proclamation of the 
existence of a national emergency issued by the President of the 
United States on December sixteenth, one thousand nine hundred 
and fifty, or termination of the existence of such national 
emergency by appropriate action of the President or Congress of 
the United States] January 31, 1955. 
(cf: P.L.1951, c.17, S.l) 

14. Section 1 of P.L.1947, c.263 (C.38:18A-l) is amended to 
read as follows: 

1. As used in this act, the word "veteran" means and includes 
any officer, soldier, sailor, marine, airman, nurse, or any other 
person, male or female, regularly enlisted or inducted, who was 
or shall have been a part of the active military or naval forces of 
the United States, and who took part or shall have taken part in 
any war in which the United States was engaged, or who took part 
or shall taken part in the wars with the governments of Japan, 
Germany and Italy, or any of them, including any member of the 
American Merchant Marine who is declared by the United States 



Department of Defense to be eligible for federal veterans ' 
benefits, or who served or shall have served in the active military 
or naval service of the United States in time of emergency as 
herein defined, and who was a resident of this State at the time 
he was or shall be commissioned, enlisted, inducted, appointed or 
mustered into the active military or naval service of the United 
States, and who has been or shall have been given a discharge or 
release therefrom under conditions other than dishonorable and 
continues to be a resident of this State. 

As used in this act the term "in time of emergency" shall mean 
(a) the Korean conflict and include any time after June 23, 1950, 
and prior to July 27, 1953 and (b) the Vietnam conflict and 
include any time after December 31, 1960, and prior to [the date 
of termination as proclaimed by the Governor] August 1, 1974. 
(cf: P.L.19Bl, c.424, S.l) 

15. Section 1 of P.L.1942, c.252 (C.3B:23-5) is amended to 
read as follows: 

1. No person holding any office, position or employment under 
the government of the State of New Jersey or of any county, 
municipality, school district or other political subdivision of the 
State, or under any board, body, agency or commission of the 
State or of any county, municipality or school district, who, 
heretofore and subsequent to [July first, one thousand nine 
hundred and forty] July 1, 1940, entered or hereafter, in time of 
war, shall enter, or heretofore or hereafter in time of emergency 
entered or shall enter, the active military or naval service of the 
United States or the active service of the Women's Army 
Auxiliary Corps, the Women's Reserve of the Naval Reserve or 
any similar organization authorized by the United States to serve 
with the Army or Navy, including service as a member of the 
American Merchant Marine during World War II declared by the 
United States Department of Defense to be eligible for federal 
veterans' benefits, and who, at the time of such entry was or is a 
member in good standing of any pension, retirement, or annuity 
fund, shall suffer the loss or impairment of any of the rights, 
benefits or privileges accorded by the laws governing such 
pension, retirement or annuity funds; and the time spent in such 
service by any such person shall be considered as time spent in 
the office, position or employment held by him at the time of his 
entry into such service, in all calculations of the amount of 
pension to which he is entitled and of the years of service 
required to entitle him to retire; provided, however, that in the 
event of the death or disability of such person while in such 
service the pension to be paid such person or his dependents shall 
be the amount, if any, remaining after calculating the amount of 
pension that would be paid if such person had continued to hold 
such office, position or employment until the time of his death or 
disability and had continued to receive the same compensation as 
he received at the time of his entry into such service. 



As used in this act the term "in time of emergency" shall mean 
and include any time after [June twenty-third, one thousand nine 
hundred and fifty] June 23, 1950, and on or prior to [the 
termination, suspension or revocation of the proclamation of the 
existence of a national emergency issued by the President of the 
United States on December sixteenth, one thousand nine hundred 
and fifty, or termination of the existence of such national 
emergency by appropriate action of the President or Congress of 
the United States] January 31, 1955. 
(cf: P.L.1951, c.21, s.2) 

16. Section 1 of P.L.1944, c.98 (C.38:23A-2) is amended to 
read as follows: 

1. When the qualifications for any examination or test for, or 
appointment or election to any office, position or employment 
under the government of this State, or of any county, 
municipality, school district or other political subdivision of this 
State, or under any board, body, agency or commission of this 
State, or of any county, municipality or school district, includes a 
maximum age limit, any person who, heretofore and subsequent 
to [July first, one thousand nine hundred and forty] July 1, 1940, 
entered or hereafter, in time of war, shall enter the active 
military or naval service of the United States or the active 
service of the Women's Army Corps, the Women's Reserve of 
the Naval Reserve or any similar organization authorized by the 
United States to serve with the Army or Navy, including service 
as a member of the American Merchant Marine during World War 
II which is declared by the United States Department of Defense 
to be eligible for federal veterans' benefits, shall be deemed to 
meet such maximum age requirement, if his actual age, less the 
period of such service, would meet the maximum age requirement 
in effect on the date the person entered into such service of the 
United States. As used in this section the term "war" shall 
include the conflicts in Viet Nam and Korea. 
(cf: P.L.1984, c.44, s.l) 

17. Section 1 of P.L.1946, c.51 (C.38:23A-4) is amended to 
read as follows: 

1. The word "veteran" as used in this act shall mean any 
person who served in the active military or naval service of the 
United States on or after [September sixteenth, one thousand nine 
hundred and forty] September 16, 1940, and prior to the 
termination of the war by lawful Federal authority, or during the 
present emergency, including any member of the American 
Merchant Marine who is declared by the United States 
Department of Defense to be eligible for federal veterans ' 
benefits, who was a resident of this State when he entered such 
active service, who shall have been discharged, or released, 
therefrom under conditions other than dishonorable and who 
either shall have served [ninety] 90 days or shall have been 
discharged or released from active duty by reason of an actual 



service-incurred injury or disability. 
The term "present emergency" as used in this act shall mean 

and include any time after [June twenty-third, one thousand nine 
hundred and fifty] June 23, 1950, and on or prior to [the 
termination, suspension or revocation of the proclamation of the 
existence of a national emergency issued by the President of the 
United States on December sixteenth, one thousand nine hundred 
and fifty, or termination of the existence of such national 
emergency by appropriate action of the President or Congress of 
the United States] January 31, 1955. 
(cf: P.L.1952, c.116, s.l) 

18. R.S.38:25-5 is amended to read as follows: 
38:25-5. Each county clerk, or the register of deeds in 

counties having the same, shall record, without costs, when 
delivered to him for that purpose, in large and bound books of 
good paper to be provided for that purpose, and carefully 
preserved and indexed, and to be called and backed "honorable 
discharges of veterans, " the honorable discharge or the 
certificate in lieu of an honorable discharge, and the record of 
service or notice of separation showing the record of service, as 
issued by the proper governmental agency of the Federal 
Government, of any soldier, sailor, marine or nurse who has or 
may hereafter serve in the army, navy, marine or air corps of the 
United States, or of any member of the American Merchant 
Marine during World War II who is declared by the United States 
Department of Defense to be eligible for federal veterans ' 
benefits. 
(cf: P.L.1948, c.153, s.l) 

19. Section 1 of P.L.1938, c.207 (C.38:25A-1) is amended to 
read as follows: 

1. After the passage of this act the poppy or its replica in any 
material form shall be the recognized souvenir of the deceased 
veterans of the World Wars and military conflicts involving the 
Armed Forces of the United States and deceased members of the 
American Merchant Marine who served during World War II and 
have been declared by the United States Department of Defense 
to be eligible for federal veterans' benefits. 
(cf: P.L.1981, c.231, s.2) 

20. Section 3 of P.L.1938, c.207 (C.38:25A-3) is amended to 
read as follows: 

3. The sale and offering for sale of such poppy or poppies as 
heretofore mentioned shall be restricted to veterans ' 
organizations chartered by an Act of Congress and to their 
auxiliaries, where such funds are devoted exclusively for the 
benefit of veterans of the World Wars and other military conflicts 
or for the benefit of members of the American Merchant Marine 
during World War II who are declared by the United States 
Department of Defense to be eligible for federal veterans ' 
benefits and their families and such veterans' organizations in 



the State of New Jersey. 
(cf: P.L.1981, c.231, s.3) 

21. N.J.S.38A:3-10 is amended to read as follows: 
38A:3-10. The Adjutant General may demand and receive, for 

the services herein enumerated, except for those in proof of 
pension, establishment of veteran status, exemption from jury 
duty, or in lieu of lost discharges, the following fees: 

(a) For every search made in his office for the military record 
of any member or former member of the armed forces, including 
any member of the American Merchant Marine during World War 
II who is declared by the United States Department of Defense to 
be eligible for federal veterans' benefits, the sum of $1.00. 

(b) For the furnishing of every certified copy of such record, 
the sum of $2.00. 

The Adjutant General shall keep a true record and account of 
fees received under the provisions of this section and shall pay 
the same into the State Treasury in the manner prescribed by law. 
(cf: P.L.1984, c.181, s.13) 

22. N.}.S.38A:15-3 is amended to read as follows: 
38A:15-3. The Adjutant General may procure and issue such 

service medals, ribbons, clasps, or similar devices as are 
authorized by the Legislature to be awarded to residents of the 
State of New Jersey who served on active duty in time of war or 
emergency or who served as members of the American Merchant 
Marine during World War II and are declared by the United States 
Department of Defense to be eligible for federal veterans ' 
benefits. 
(cf: P.L.1984, c.181, s.33) 

23. R.S.40:20-26 is amended to read as follows: 
40:20-26. The terms of office of all officers then holding 

office under appointment by the board of chosen freeholders 
existing in any county at the time of reorganization thereof under 
sections 40:20-20 to 40:20-35 of this title in such county, shall 
not be affected thereby but the officers then holding office shall 
continue in office during the terms for which they were originally 
appointed or elected and until their successors shall have been 
appointed or elected and shall have duly qualified. Thereafter all 
offices to be filled by the board of chosen freeholders shall be for 
the term of three years. 

Nothing in this section contained shall apply to or affect any 
honorably discharged soldier, sailor or marine of the United 
States, or any honorably discharged member of the American 
Merchant Marine who served during World War II and is declared 
by the United States Department of Defense to be eligible for 
federal veterans' benefits, or the widow of such soldier, sailor 
[or].!. marine or member of the American Merchant Marine, in 
office at the time of the adoption of said sections 40:20-20 to 
40:20-35 by any county. All such persons shall continue and 
remain in their respective offices during good behavior, and shall 



be removed only for cause. 
Nothing in this section contained shall apply to or affect any 

officer coming within the provisions of section 51:1-53 of the 
title Standards, Weights, Measures and Containers. 
(cf: R.S.40:20-26) 

24. R.S.40:83-6 is amended to read as follows: 
40:83-6. Any person being an honorably discharged soldier, 

sailor or marine, who served in the Army, Navy or Marine Corps 
of the United States in any war of the United States, or an 
honorably discharged member of the American Merchant Marine 
who served during World War II and is declared by the United 
States Department of Defense to be eligible for federal veterans f 
benefits, and holding the office, position or employment of city 
engineer in any city governed under the municipal manager form 
of government law, who heretofore has held, hereafter shall hold 
or heretofore and hereafter shall have held said office, position 
or employment continuously for a period of [fifteen] 15 years 
from the date of his original appointment as city engineer of such 
municipality under an indefinite term or under fixed terms or 
under both indefinite and fixed terms, while said city was 
governed under said law or under any other law or both, shall hold 
his said office, position or employment during good behavior and 
efficiency and shall not be removed therefrom except for good 
cause and then only upon a sworn complaint, specifying the cause, 
filed with the city manager of said municipality and after a 
public, fair and impartial hearing before said city manager. 
(cf: R.S.40:83-6) 

25. Section 21 of P.L.1971, c.199 (C.40A:12-21) is amended to 
read as follows: 

21. Private sales to certain organizations upon nominal 
consideration. When the governing body of any county or 
municipality shall determine that all or any part of a tract of 
land, with or without improvements, owned by the county or 
municipality, is not then needed for county or municipal purposes, 
as the case may be, said governing body, by resolution or 
ordinance, may authorize a private sale and conveyance of the 
same, or any part thereof without compliance with any other law 
governing disposal of lands by counties and municipalities, for a 
consideration, which may be nominal, and containing a limitation 
that such lands or buildings shall be used only for the purposes of 
such organization or association, and to render such services or to 
provide such facilities as may be agreed upon, and not for 
commercial business, trade or manufacture, and that if said lands 
or buildings are not used in accordance with said limitation, title 
thereto shall revert to the county or municipality without any 
entry or reentry made thereon on behalf of such county or 
municipality, to 

(a) A duly incorporated volunteer fire company or board of fire 
commissioners or first aid and emergency or volunteer ambulance 



or rescue squad association of a municipality within the county, 
in the case of a county, or of the municipality, in the case of a 
municipality, for the construction thereon of a firehouse or fire 
school or a first aid and emergency or volunteer ambulance or 
rescue squad building or for the use of any existing building for 
any or all of said purposes and any such land or building sold to 
any duly incorporated volunteer fire company may be leased by 
such fire company to any volunteer firemen's association for the 
use thereof for fire school purposes for the benefit of the 
members of such association, or 

(b) Any nationally chartered organization or association of 
veterans of any war, in which the United States has or shall have 
been engaged, by a conveyance for consideration, a part of which 
may be an agreement by the organization or association to render 
service or to provide facilities for the general public of the 
county or municipality, of a kind which the county or 
municipality may furnish to its citizens and to the general public, 
or 

(c) A duly incorporated nonprofit hospital association for the 
construction or maintenance thereon of a general hospital, or 

(d) Any paraplegic veteran, that is to say, any officer, soldier, 
sailor, marine, nurse or other person, regularly enlisted or 
inducted, who was or shall have been in the active military or 
naval forces of the United States in any war in which the United 
States was engaged, including any member of the American 
Merchant Marine during World War II who is declared by the 
United States Department of Defense to be eligible for federal 
veterans' benefits, and who, at the time he was commissioned, 
enlisted, inducted, appointed or mustered into such military or 
naval service, was a resident of and who continues to reside in 
this State, who is suffering from paraplegia and has permanent 
paralysis of both legs or the lower parts of the body resulting 
from injuries sustained through enemy action or accident while in 
such active military or naval service, for the construction of a 
home to domicile him, or to any organization or association of 
veterans, for the construction of a home or homes to domicile 
paraplegic veterans, with powers to convey said lands and 
premises to the paraplegic veteran or veterans on whose behalf 
said organization or association shall acquire title to said land, or 

(e) Any duly incorporated nonprofit association or any regional 
commission or authority composed of one or more municipalities 
or one or more counties for the construction or maintenance 
thereon of an animal shelter, or 

(f) Any duly incorporated nonprofit historical society for the 
acquisition of publicly owned historic sites for their restoration, 
preservation, improvement and utilization for the benefit of the 
general public, or 

(g) Any duly incorporated nonprofit cemetery organization or 
association serving the residents of the municipality or county, or 



(h) Any duly incorporated nonprofit organization for the 
principal purpose of the education or treatment of persons 
afflicted with developmental disabilities including cerebral palsy, 
or 

(i) Any county or municipal sewerage authority serving the 
residents of the county or municipality, for the use thereof for 
sewerage authority purposes, or 

(j) Any duly incorporated nonprofit organization for the 
purpose of building or rehabilitating residential property for 
resale. Any profits from the resale of the property shall be 
applied by the nonprofit organization to the costs of acquiring 
and rehabilitating other residential property in need of 
rehabilitation owned by the county or municipality, or 

(k) Any duly incorporated nonprofit organization or 
association, other than a political, partisan, sectarian, 
denominational or religious organization or association, which 
was established exclusively for the purpose of providing the youth 
of the county or municipality with educational, recreational, 
medical or social services. 

(1) Any duly incorporated nonprofit housing corporation or any 
limited-dividend housing corporation or housing association 
organized pursuant to P.L.1949, c.184 (C.55:16-1 et seq.) for the 
purpose of constructing housing for low or moderate income 
persons or families or handicapped persons. 
(cf: P.L.1987, c.212, s.l) 

26. R.S.43:4-1 is amended to read as follows: 
43:4-1. This chapter shall apply to and include persons serving 

in and honorably discharged from the military or naval service of 
the United States, including nurses, in any war in which the 
United States is or has been engaged, and members of the 
American Merchant Marine during World War II who have been 
honorably discharged and are declared by the United States 
Department of Defense to be eligible for federal veterans· 
benefits, and in connection with the American punitive expedition 
or other intervention campaign or trouble with the Republic of 
Mexico during the administration of President Woodrow Wilson; 
provided, such designated persons shall have attained the age of 
[sixty-two] 62 years or become incapacitated for the duties of 
their office or position or employment. 
(cf: P.L.1944, c.211, s.l) 

27. R.S.43:4-2 is amended to read as follows: 
43:4-2. When an honorably discharged soldier, sailor or marine 

or an honorably discharged merrlber of the American Merchant 
Marine who served during World War II and is declared by the 
United States Department of Defense to be eligible for federal 
veterans' benefits has or shall have been for [twenty] 20 years 
continuously or in the aggregate in office, position or 
employment of this State or of a county, municipality or school 
district or board of education, the body, board or officer having 



power to appoint his successor in case of vacancy may, with his 
assent, order his retirement from such service, or he shall be 
retired on his own request. 

When an honorably discharged soldier, sailor or marine having 
[forty] 40 years of continuous service in office, position or 
employment in this State shall, while serving in the [present] war 
between the United States and Germany and Japan, lose his life 
in the performance of his duties, there shall be paid to his widow, 
during the term of her natural life, or so long as she remains a 
widow, a pension to which such veteran would have been entitled 
had he retired under the provisions hereof. This act shall be 
retroactive to include such veterans who lost their lives in the 
performance of duty within one year prior to the passage hereof. 
Such pension shall be calculated and paid in the manner provided 
by section 43:4-3 of the Revised Statutes. There shall be 
deducted from such pension payments any pension payment made 
or made available to such widow from the United States 
Government on account of the services of such veteran or 
because of the loss of his life in the performance of such duty. 
(cf: P.L.1947, c.279, s.l) 

28. Section 1 of P.L.1941, c.399 (C.43:9-6.1) is amended to 
read as follows: 

1. An employee of any county, who is a veteran of any war, or 
who was a member of the American Merchant Marine during 
World War II and is declared by the United States Department of 
Defense to be eligible for federal veterans' benefits, and is a 
member of any retirement system may, at any time, apply to 
withdraw from the system during the continuance of his 
employment. Upon his making application, of which [ten] 10 
days' notice shall be given, he shall receive, upon demand, the 
amount of his payments with interest thereon at the rate of fOUf 
per centum (40/0) per annum, without prejudice to his rights as a 
veteran to any benefit to which he may be entitled under any 
other law. 
(cf: P.L.1941, c.399, s.l) 

29. Section 6 of P.L.1954, c.84 (C.43:15A-6) is amended to 
read as follows: 

6. As used in this act: 
a. "Accumulated deductions" means the sum of all the 

amounts, deducted from the compensation of a member or 
contributed by him or on his behalf, standing to the credit of his 
individual account in the annuity savings fund. 

b. "Annuity" means payments for life derived from the 
accumulated deductions of a member as provided in this act. 

c. "Annuity reserve" means the present value of all payments 
to be made on account of any annuity or benefit in lieu of an 
annuity, granted under the provisions of this act, computed on the 
basis of such mortality tables recommended by the actuary as the 
board of trustees adopts, with regular interest. 



d. "Beneficiary" means any person recelvmg a retirement 
allowance or other benefit as provided in this act. 

e. "Child" means a deceased member's unmarried child either 
(1) under the age of 18 or (2) of any age who, at the time of the 
member's death, is disabled because of mental retardation or 
physical incapacity, is unable to do any substantial, gainful work 
because of the impairment and his impairment has lasted or can 
be expected to last for a continuous period of not less than 12 
months, as affirmed by the medical board.. 

f. "Parent" shall mean the parent of a member who was 
receiving at least 1/2 of his support from the member in the 
12-month period immediately preceding the member's death or 
the accident which was the direct cause of the member's death. 
The dependency of such a parent will be considered terminated by 
marriage of the parent subsequent to the death of the member. 

g. "Widower" means the man to whom a member was married 
at least 5 years before the date of her death and to whom she 
continued to be married until the date of her death and who was 
receiving at least 1/2 of his support from the member in the 
12-month period immediately preceding the member's death or 
the accident which was the direct cause of the member's death. 
The dependency of such a widower will be considered terminated 
by marriage of the widower subsequent to the death of the 
member. In the event of the payment of an accidental death 
benefit, the 5-year qualification shall be waived. 

h. "Final compensation" means the average annual 
compensation for which contributions are made for the 3 years of 
creditable service in New Jersey immediately preceding his 
retirement or death, or it shall mean the average annual 
compensation for New Jersey service for which contributions are 
made during any 3 fiscal years of his or her membership providing 
the largest possible benefit to the member or his beneficiary. 

i. "Fiscal year" means any year commencing with July 1 and 
ending with June 30 next following. 

j. "Medical board" shall mean the board of physicians provided 
for in section 17 (C.43:15A-17). 

k. "Pension" means payments for life derived from 
appropriations made by the employer as provided in this act. 

1. "Pension reserve" means the present value of all payments 
to be made on account of any pension or benefit in lieu of a 
pension granted under the provisions of this act, computed on the 
basis of such mortality tables recommended by the actuary as the 
board of trustees adopts, with regular interest. 

m. "Public Employees' Retirement System of New Jersey," 
hereinafter referred to as the "retirement system," is the 
corporate name of the arrangement for the payment of 
retirement allowances and other benefits under the provisions of 
this act including the several funds placed under said system. By 
that name all of its business shall be transacted, its funds 



invested, warrants for money drawn, and payments made and all 
of its cash and securities and other property held. 

n. "Regular interest" shall mean interest as determined 
annually by the State Treasurer after consultation with the 
Directors of the Divisions of Investment and Pensions and the 
actuary of the system. It shall bear a reasonable relationship to 
the percentage rate of earnings on investments but shall not 
exceed 1050/0 of such percentage rate. 

o. "Retirement allowance" means the pension plus the annuity. 
p. "Veteran" means any honorably discharged officer, soldier, 

sailor, airman, marine or nurse who served in any Army, Air 
Force or Navy of the Allies of the United States in World War I, 
between July 14, 1914, and November 11, 1918, or who served in 
any Army, Air Force or Navy of the Allies of the United States in 
World War II, between September 1, 1939, and September 2, 1945, 

and who was inducted into such service through voluntary 
enlistment, and was a citizen of the United States at the time of 
such enlistment, and who did not, during or by reason of such 
service, renounce or lose his United States citizenship, and any 
officer, soldier, sailor, marine, airman, nurse or army field clerk, 
who has served in the active military or naval service of the 
United States and has or shall be discharged or released 
therefrom under conditions other than dishonorable, in any of the 
following wars, uprisings, insurrections, expeditions, or 
emergencies, and who has presented to the retirement system 
evidence of such record of service in form and content 
satisfactory to said retirement system: 

(1) The Indian wars and uprisings during any of the periods 
recognized by the War Department of the United States as 
periods of active hostility; 

(2) The Spanish-American War between April 20, 1898, and 
April 11, 1899; 

(3) The Philippine insurrections and expeditions during the 
periods recognized by the War Department of the United States 
as of active hostility from February 4, 1899, to the end of 1913; 

(4) The Peking relief expedition between June 20, 1900, and 
May 27, 1902; 

(5) The army of Cuban occupation between July 18, 1898, and 
May 20, 1902; 

(6) The army of Cuban pacification between October 6, 1906, 

and April 1, 1909; 
(7) The Mexican punitive expedition between March 14, 1916, 

and February 7, 1917; 
(8) The Mexican border patrol, having actually participated in 

engagements against Mexicans between April 12, 1911, and June 
16, 1919; 

(9) World War I, between April 6, 1917, and November 11, 1918; 
(10) World War II, between September 16, 1940, and September 

2, 1945, who shall have served at least 90 days in such active 
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service, exclusive of any period he was assigned (1) for a course 
of education or training under the Army Specialized Training 
Program or the Navy College Training Program which course was 
a continuation of his civilian course and was pursued to 
completion, or (2) as a cadet or midshipman at one of the service 
academies any part of which 90 days was served between said 
dates; provided, that any person receiving an actual 
service-incurred injury or disability shall be classed as a veteran 
whether or not he has completed the gO-day service as herein 
provided. 

(11) Korean conflict after June 23, 1950, and on or prior to 
July 27, 1953, who shall have served at least 90 days in such 
active service, exclusive of any period he was assigned (1) for a 
course of education or training under the Army Specialized 
Training Program or the Navy College Training Program which 
course was a continuation of his civilian course and was pursued 
to completion, or (2) as a cadet or midshipman at one of the 
service academies, any part of which 90 days was served between 
said dates; provided, that any person receiving an actual 
service-incurred injury or disability shall be classed as a veteran 
whether or not he has completed the 90-day service as herein 
provided; and provided further, that any member classed as a 
veteran pursuant to this subparagraph prior to August 1, 1966, 
shall continue to be classed as a veteran whether or not he 
completed the 90-day service between said dates as herein 
provided. 

(12) Vietnam conflict after December 31, 1960, and on or prior 
to [the date of termination as proclaimed by the Governor] 
August 1, 1974, who shall have served at least 90 days in such 
active service, exclusive of any period he was assigned (1) for a 
course of education or training under the Army Specialized 
Training Program or the Navy College Training Program which 
course was a continuation of his civilian course and was pursued 
to completion, or (2) as a cadet or midshipman at one of the 
service academies, any part of which 90 days was served between 
said dates; and exclusive of any service performed pursuant to 
the provisions of section 511(d) of Title 10, United States Code, 
pursuant to an enlistment in the Army National Guard or as a 
reserve for service in the Army Reserve, Naval Reserve, Air 
Force Reserve, Marine Corps Reserve, or Coast Guard Reserve; 
provided, that any person receiving an actual service-incurred 
injury or disability shall be classed as a veteran whether or not he 
has completed the 90 days service as herein provided. 

"Veteran" also means any honorably discharged member of the 
American Merchant Marine who served during World War II and is 
declared by the United States Department of Defense to be 
eligible for federal veterans' benefits. 

q. "Widow" means the woman to whom a member was married 
at least 5 years before the date of his death and to whom he 



continued to be married until the date of his death and who was 
receiving at least 1/2 of her support from the member in the 
12-month period immediately preceding the member's death or 
the accident which was the direct cause of the member's death. 
The dependency of such a widow will be considered terminated by 
the marriage of the widow subsequent to the member's death. In 
the event of the payment of an accidental death benefit, the 
5-year qualification shall be waived. 

r. "Compensation" means the base or contractual salary, for 
services as an employee, which is in accordance with established 
salary policies of the member s employer for all employees in thet 

same position but shall not include individual salary adjustments 
which are granted primarily in anticipation of the member's 
retirement or additional remuneration for performing temporary 
or extracurricular duties beyond the regular work day or the 
regular work year. In cases where salary includes maintenance, 
the retirement system shall fix the value of that part of the 
salary not paid in money which shall be considered under this act. 
(cf: P.L.1972, c.166, s.3) 

30. Section 1 of P.L.1983, c.391 (C.43:16A-ll.7) is amended to 
read as follows: 

1. For purposes of this act "veteran" means any honorably 
discharged officer, soldier, sailor, airman, marine or nurse who 
served in any Army, Air Force or Navy of the Allies of the United 
States in World War I, between July 14, 1914, and November 11, 
1918, or who served in any Army, Air Force or Navy of the Allies 
of the United States in World War II, between September 1, 1939, 
and September 2, 1945, and who was inducted into such service 
through voluntary enlistment, and was a citizen of the United 
States at the time of such enlistment, and who did not, during or 
by reason of such service, renounce or lose his United States 
citizenship, and any officer, soldier, sailor, marine, airman, nurse 
or army field clerk, who has served in the active military or naval 
service of the United States and has or shall be discharged or 
released therefrom under conditions other than dishonorable, in 
any of the following wars, uprisings, insurrections, expeditions, or 
emergencies, and who has presented to the retirement system 
evidence of such record of service in form and content 
satisfactory to said retirement system: 

(1) The Indian wars and uprisings during any of the periods 
recognized by the War Department of the United States as 
periods of active hostility; 

(2) The Spanish-American War between April 20, 1898, and 
April 11, 1899; 

(3) The Philippine insurrections and expeditions during the 
periods recognized by the War Department of the United States 
as of active hostility from February 4, 1899, to the end of 1913; 

(4) The Peking relief expedition between June 20, 1900, and 
May 27, 1902; 



(5) The army of Cuban occupation between July 18, 1898, and 
May 20, 1902; 

(6) The army of Cuban pacification between October 6, 1906, 
and April 1, 1909; 

(7) The Mexican punitive expedition between March 14, 1916, 
and February 7, 1917; 

(8) The Mexican border patrol, having actually participated in 
engagements against Mexicans between April 12, 1911, and June 
16, 1919; 

(9) World War I, between April 6, 1917, and November 11, 1918; 
(10) World War II, between September 16, 1940, and September 

2, 1945, who shall have served at least 90 days in such active 
service, exclusive of any period he was assigned (1) for a course 
of education or training under the Army Specialized Training 
Program or the Navy College Training Program which course was 
a continuation of his civilian course and was pursued to 
completion, or (2) as a cadet or midshipman at one of the service 
academies any part of which 90 days was served between said 
dates; provided, that any person receiving an actual 
service-incurred injury or disability shall be classed as a veteran 
whether or not he has completed the 90-day service as herein 
provided. 

(11) Korean conflict after June 23, 1950, and on or prior to 
July 27, 1953, who shall have served at least 90 days in such 
active service, exclusive of any period he was assigned (1) for a 
course of education or training under the Army Specialized 
Training Program or the Navy College Training Program which 
course was a continuation of his civilian course and was pursued 
to completion, or (2) as a cadet or midshipman at one of the 
service academies, any part of which 90 days was served between 
said dates; provided, that any person receiving an actual 
service-incurred injury or disability shall be classed as a veteran 
whether or not he has completed the 90-day service as herein 
provided; and provided further, that any member classed as a 
veteran pursuant to this subparagraph prior to August 1, 1966, 
shall continue to be classed as a veteran whether or not he 
completed the 90-day service between said dates as herein 
provided. 

(12) Vietnam conflict after December 31, 1960, and on or prior 
to [the date of termination as proclaimed by the Governor] 
August 1, 1974, who shall have served at least 90 days in such 
active service, exclusive of any period he was assigned (1) for a 
course of education or training under the Army Specialized 
Training Program or the Navy College Training Program which 
course was a continuation of his civilian course and was pursued 
to completion, or (2) as a cadet or midshipman at one of the 
service academies, any part of which 90 days was served between 
said dates; and exclusive of any service performed pursuant to 
the provisions of section 511(d) of Title 10, United States Code, 



pursuant to an enlistment in the Army National Guard or as a 
reserve for service in the Army Reserve, Naval Reserve, Air 
Force Reserve, Marine Corps Reserve, or Coast Guard Reserve; 
provided, that any person receiving an actual service-incurred 
injury or disability shall be classed as a veteran whether or not he 
has completed the 90 days service as herein provided. 

"Veteran" also means any honorably discharged member of Ihe 
American Merchant Marine who served during World War II and is 
declared by the United States Department of Defense to be 
eligible for federal veterans' benefits. 
(cf: P.L.1983, c.391, s.l) 

31. Section 1 of P.L.1947, c.132 (C.45:8A-l) is amended to 
read as follows: 

1. The State Board of Examiners shall, upon application, issue 
to any person a professional librarian's certificate to act as a 
professional librarian if he shall be a graduate from a library 
school accredited by the State Board of Education and shall meet 
such other requirements as shall be fixed by the State Board of 
Education for the issuance of such certificates except that the 
State Board of Examiners shall, upon application, issue such 
certificate to any person holding, at the time this act becomes 
effective, a professional office, or position, that requires for 
adequate performance the knowledge and techniques of library 
science as taught in accredited library schools, in any library 
within this State supported in whole or in part by public funds, 
except in a library under the charge and control of a board of 
education, provided such application is made within [3] three 
years from the effective date of this act or in the case of a 
veteran of World War II or a member of the American Merchant 
Marine during World War II who is declared by the United States 
Department of Defense to be eligible for federal veterans' 
benefits, such a certificate shall be issued to any person holding 
such a professional office or position, who has held the same 
since November 1, 1957, provided application is made within 30 
days of the enactment of this 1988 amendatory act. 
(cf: P.L.1969, c.83, s.l) 

32. Section 1 of P.L.1946, c.177 (C.45:14-7.2) is amended to 
read as follows: 

1. Any applicant for the registered pharmacist examinations in 
this State who subsequent to [September sixteenth, one thousand 
nine hundred and forty] September 16, 1940, entered the active 
military or naval service of the United States, including any 
member of the American Merchant Marine during World War II 
who is declared by the United States Department of Defense to 
be eligible for federal veterans' benefits, and who, at the time of 
such entry, was a graduate of a pharmacy course given in an 
approved school or college of pharmacy, shall be given credit 
against the requirement of one year of practical experience, 
subsequent to graduation, for such time served in the active 



military or naval service of the United States or as a member of 
the American Merchant Marine upon presentation of proof of his 
discharge or release from such service under conditions other 
than dishonorable; provided, however, that such applicant 
completes all of the other requirements for registration as 
provided for under section 45:14-7 of the Revised Statutes, 
including the passing of the written examinations in the 
theoretical subjects, and presents himself or herself for the 
examination in practical pharmacy and laboratory work within a 
period of two years subsequent to the date of such discharge or 
release from such military or naval service or such declaration of 
eligibility for federal veterans' benefits by the Department of 
Defense. The board may make such rules and regulations as may 
be necessary therefor. 
(cf: P.L.1946, c.177, s.l) 

33. R.S.45:15-11 is amended to read as follows: 
45:15-11. Any citizen of New Jersey who has served in the 

military or naval forces of the United States in any war or who 
served as a merrLber of the American Merchant Marine during 
World War II and is declared by the United States Department of 
Defense to be eligible for federal veterans' benefits, who has 
been honorably discharged, and who, having been wounded or 
disabled in line of duty, has completed a program of courses in 
real estate in any college or school approved by the Department 
of Education of the State of New Jersey, and who has 
successfully passed an examination conducted by said commission 
qualifying him to operate as a real estate broker or a real estate 
salesman, may, upon presentation of a certificate certifying that 
he has completed such program of courses as aforesaid, obtain 
without cost from the commission and without qualification 
through apprenticeship, a license to operate as a real estate 
broker or a real estate salesman, as the case may be, which 
licenses shall be the same as other licenses issued under this 
article. Renewal of licenses may be granted under this section 
for each ensuing year, upon request, without annual fees therefor. 
(cf: P.L.1977, c.331, s.6) 

34. (New section) a. The special veterans' retirement 
allowance for which a retirant of the Teachers' Pension and 
Annuity Fund, the Board of Education Employees f Retirement 
Fund of Essex County, the Public Employees' Retirement 
System, or the Police and Firemen f s Retirement System, or a 
retirant under R.S.43:4-1 et seq., who was a member of the 
American Merchant Marine during World War II would qualify 
pursuant to this amendatory act, P.L. ,c. ,is applicable to 
retirements on or after the effective date of that act, and to 
retirements after January 19, 1988 and prior to the effective 
date of that act but only for benefit payments on or after the 
effective date of that act. 

b. The provisions of section 7 of P.L.1969, c.169 (C.43:3B-8) 
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are not applicable to the benefit increases pursuant to this 
amendatory act, P.L. ,c. . For retirees and beneficiaries 
who receive benefit increases, the benefit year for the purposes 
of the Pension Adjustment Act (P.L.1958, c.143; C.43:3B-1 et 
seq.) is the year that this act, P.L. ,c. ,takes effect. The 
pension adjustment benefits being paid to these retirees and 
beneficiaries on the effective date of that act shall continue to 
be paid to them as a fixed supplement. The fixed supplement 
shall not be used to determine pension adjustment benefits. 

35. This act shall take effect 1[immediately] upon the 
enactment into law of P.L. ,c. fe. ) (now pending before the 
Legislature as Senate, No. 277 of 1990)1. 

VETERANS 

Changes definition of veteran to include members of the 
American Merchant Marine during World War II who are declared 
by the u.S. Dept. of Defense to be eligible for federal veterans' 
benefits. 
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1 of the Pension Adjustment Act (P.L.1958, c.143; C.43:3B-1 et 
2 seq.) is the year that this act, P.L. ,c. ,takes effect. The 
3 pension adjustment benefits being paid to these retirees and 
4 beneficiaries on the effective date of that act shall continue to 
5 be paid to them as a fixed supplement. The fixed supplement 
6 shall not be used to determine pension adjustment benefits. 
7 36. This act shall take effect immediately. 
8 
9 

10 STATEMENT 
11 
12 This bill includes in the definition of a veteran any member of 
13 the American Merchant Marine who served during World War II 
14 and is declared by the United States Department of Defense to be 
15 eligible for federal veterans' benefits. This change enables such 
16 a member or the member's spouse, as the case may be, to qualify 
17 for benefits currently available to resident veterans. This bill 
18 reflects a 1988 decision by the United States Department of 
19 Defense to declare the persons who served as members of the 
20 American Merchant Marine on ocean-going merchant ships during 
21 World War II to be eligible for federal veterans' benefits. 
22 The bill also specifies the termination dates of the Korean and 
23 Vietnam conflicts and eliminates the phrases "as shall be 
24 determined by Proclamation of the President of the United States 
25 or concurrent resolution of the United States Congress" and "as 
26 proclaimed by the Governor." 
27 
28 
29 VETERANS 
30 
31 Changes definition of veteran to include members of the 
32 American Merchant Marine during World War II who are declared 
33 by the U.S. Dept. of Defense to be eligible for federal veterans' 
34 benefits. 



ASSEMBLY APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1335
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: JANUARY 17, 1991 

The Assembly Appropriations Committee reports favorably 
Assembly Bill No. 1335. 

Assembly Bill No. 1335 modifies the definition of veteran for 
certain State programs to include any member of the American 
Merchant Marine who served during World War II and is declared by 
the United States Department of Defense to be eligible for federal 
veterans' benefits. This change enables such a member, or the 
member's surviving spouse, who is a member of a 
State-administered retirement system, to qualify for retirement 
benefits, including the special veterans' retirement allowance, 
currently available to resident veterans. 

The bill also modifies the definition of veteran for certain State 
programs to specify the termination dates of the Korean and 
Vietnam conflicts, consistent with federal law. 

The bill reflects a January 18, 1988 decision by the United 
States Department of Defense to declare the persons who served as 
members of the American merchant marine on ocean-going 
merchant ships during World War II to be eligible for federal 
veterans' benefits. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

In the fiscal note on this bill, the Division of Pensions estimated 
the total cost to be approximately $800,000, to be paid over a period 
of several years. This amount was based on estimates of additional 
costs of providing veterans' benefits versus regular benefits of about 
$40,000 per person and approximately 20 qualifying individuals under 
the bill. The Office of Legislative Services concurred in the 
division's estimate of additional per person costs, but noted that 
there is no information available to indicate the number of 
individuals who served in the merchant marine who are currently 
members of a State-administered retirement system and have not 
already retired under regular retirement provisions. Approximately 
250,000 individuals, according to the U.S. Maritime Administration, 
served in the merchant marine during World War II, with several 
thousand being residents of New Jersey. The cost of the Pension 
Adjustment Program will also increase to the extent that veterans' 
benefits result in a higher base retirement allowance. 

The fiscal note also addresses a cost of $100,000 should 2,000 of 
these individuals be eligible for the $50 veterans' annual property 
tax credit. However, testimony at previous meetings on this subject 
brought out that many of these merchant marines were already 
receiving this property tax credit of $50. 



ASSEMBLY VETERANS AND MILITARY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1335
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: MAY 14,1990 

The Assembly Veterans and Military Affairs Committee reports 
without recommendation Assembly, No. 1335. 

This bill includes in the definition of a veteran any member of 
the American Merchant Marine who served during World War II and is 
declared by the United States Department of Defense to be eligible 
for federal veterans' benefits. This change enables such a member 
or the member's spouse, as the case may be, to qualify for benefits 
currently available to resident veterans. 

The bill also: a) specifies the termination dates of the Korean 
and Vietnam conflicts and eliminates the phrases "as shall be 
determined by Proclamation of the President of the United States or 
concurrent resolution of the United States Congress" and "as 
proclaimed by the Governor;" and b) provides that persons who 
retired on or after the date that the United States Department of 
Defense determined that American Merchant Marines who served 
during World War II shall be eligible for federal veterans' benefits 
(J anuary 18, 1988) would henceforth receive the special veterans' 
retirement allowance provided for by current law. 

The bill reflects a January 18, 1988 decision by the United 
States Department of Defense to declare the persons who served as 
members of the American merchant marine on ocean-going 
merchant ships during World War II to be eligible for federal 
veterans' benefits. 

This bill was prefiled for introduction into the 1990 session 
pending technical review. As reported, the bill includes the changes 
required by technical review, which has been performed. 



SENATE REVENUE, FINANCE AND
 
APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO
 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1335 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED: MAY 13,1991 

The Senate Revenue, Finance and Appropriations Committee 
reports favorably Assembly Bill No. 1335. 

Assembly Bill No. 1335 modifies the definition of veteran for 
certain State programs to include any member of the American 
Merchant Marine who served during World War II and is declared by 
the United States Department of flflfenc;e to be eligible for federal 
veterans' benefits. This change enables such a member, or the 
member's surviving spouse, who is a member of a 
State-administered retirement system, to qualify for retirement 
benefits, including the special veterans' retirement allowance, 
currently available to resident veterans. 

The bill also modifies the definition of veteran for certain State 
programs to specify the termination dates of the Korean and 
Vietnam conflicts, consistent with federal law. 

The bill reflects a January 18, 1988 decision by the United 
States Department of Defense to declare the persons who served as 
members of the American Merchant Marine on ocean-going 
merchant ships during World War II to be eligible for federal 
veterans' benefits. 

This bill is identical to Senate Bill No. 2754. 

FISCAL IMPACT 
In the fiscal note on this bill, the Division of Pensions estimated 

the total cost to be approximately $800,000, to be paid over a period 
of several years. This amount was based on estimates of additional 
costs of providing veterans' benefits versus regular benefits of about 
$40,000 per person and approximately 20 qualifying individuals under 
the bill. The Office of Legislative Services concurred in the 
division's estimate of additional per person costs, but noted that 
there is no information available to indicate the number of 
individuals who served in the merchant marine who are currently 
members of a State-administered retirement system and have not 
already retired under reguLar retirement provisions. Approximately 
250,000 individuals. according to the U.S. Maritime Administration, 
served in the merchant marine during World War II, with several 
thousand being residents of New I ersey& The cost of the Pension 
Adjustment Program will also increase to the extent that veterans' 
benefits result in a higher base retirement allowance. 

The fiscal note also addresses a cost of $100,000 should 2,000 of 
these individuals be eligible for the $50 veterans' annual property 
tax credit. However, testimon~ at previous nlt~etings on this subject 
brought out that many of these merchant marines were already 
receiving this property tax credit of $50. 



SENATE SENIOR CITIZEN AND
 
VETERAN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

A&SEMBLY, No. 1335 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED: APRIL 25, 1991 

The Senate Senior Citizen and Veteran Affairs Committee 
favorably reports Asserrlbly Bill No. 1335. 

This bill modifies the definition of veteran for certain State 
programs to include any member of the American Merchant Marine 
who served during World War II and is declared by the United States 
Department of Defense to be eligible for federal veterans' benefits. 
This change enables such a member, or the member's surviving 
spouse, who is a member of a State-administered retirement system, 
to qualify for retirement benefits, including the special veterans' 
retirement allowance, currently available to resident veterans. 

The bill reflects a January 18, 1988 decision by the United 
States Department of Defense to declare the persons who served a1) 

members of the American merchant marine on ocean-· going 
merchant ships during World War II to be eligible for federal 
veterans' benefits. 

The bill also modifies the definition of veteran for certain State 
programs to specify the termination dates of the Korean and 
Vietnam conflicts, consistent with federal law. 

The Senate Senior Citizen and Veteran Affairs Committee also 
released on this date Senate Bill No. 2754 (Cardinale) which is 
identical to Assembly Bill No. 1335. 
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[CORRECTED COpy] 

FISCAL NOTE TO 

~EMBLY, No. 1335 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED: February 26, 1991 

Assembly Bill No. 1335 of 1990 includes in the definition of a 
veteran any member of the American Merchant Marine who served 
during World War II and is declared by the United States Department 
of Defense to be eligible for federal veterans' benefits. This change 
enables such a member or the member's spouse to qualify for 
benefits currently available to resident v~terans. 

The Division of Pensions states that the cost of providing 
veterans' benefits as opposed to normal retirement benefits is about 
$40,000 per individual. The division estimates that there are about 
20 individuals who will qualify under this legislation so the total cost 
will be about $800,000. 

The Office of I..egislative Servi~es (OLS) notes that the United 
States Maritime Administration estimates that approximately 
250,000 individuals served in the merchant marine during World War 
II and that about 90,000 may still be alive. The {Jnit~d State Coast 
Guard states that approximately 3,300 are residents of New Jersey. 
The State Constitution and the law establish the veteran..., propertyf 

tax deduction at $50.00 for each qualified homeowner and the 
Division of Taxation is already granting this deduction to qualified 
individuals. If 60 percent, or 1,980 of these individuals are New 
Jersey residents and qualify, the cost of this benefit (already being 
granted by the Division of Taxation and not an additional cost) per 
year is estimated at $99,000. The OLS concurs with the Division of 
Pensions estimate of $40,000 per person on the present value cost to 
the public of providing veterans' benefits as opposed to the regular 
retirement benefits. The OLS notes there is no informatioIl available 
to indicate the number of merchant marines who are currently 
members of a State-administered retirenlent system and have not 
already retired under regular retirement provisions. If the division 
estimate of 20 individuals qualifying under the provisions of this bill 
is accurate, the liabilities of the Teachers' Pension and AnnUl ty 

Fund, the Public Employees' Retirement System and the Police arId 
Firemen s Retirement System will increase by a total of $800,000I 

The cost of the Pension Adjustment Program will also increase to the 
extent that veterans' benefits result in a higher base retirement 
allowance. 

The OLS also notes that there would also be a cost of 
approximately $35,000 to $40,000 per person annually to provide long 
term care at one of the State's Veteran's nursing homes and about 
$400 per burial at the Brigadier General William C. Doyle Memorial 
Cemetery at Arneytown. 

This fiscal note has been prepared pursuant to P.L.1980, c.67. 
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