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P.L.Hlnl, CHAPTER 302, llfJlJrOl1ed JanuClry 9;'19TJZ"" 

'1 nno A!lStJlubly No. :\210 

i\N ACT clllIComil\1l tho fllVlsiol1 lind codification of llIunicipul 
" ordhlilllces IUH.lall1ollding rCS.'l():4\)-'1 find N.}.S.2A:170-81.
 

J
 

·1 HI;: IT ENACTED by tlrl: SeTwle and General Assembly 0/ the
 

j State oj Nt:LU Jers,ey:
 

l3 1. R.S.'40:·J9-4 is amondctlto road us follows: 
7 ·1O:-Hl-·!. ,The govtlmlng body inay provide, f;p.rn time to time, 
U for tho ftlvisionand codification of its ordinances. Where there 
~l are two or 1l10re bodies in lUly llIunicipalHy huving power to poss 

iU .ordinances. the body hnvtng cluirgc .o[lho- fInances may provide 
11 for tht) revision lmd codificution of all the ordinances of the 
12 lllunlcipality. 
1] Thu work of ruvision and codification shall' be done under the 
I-I direction of the municipal counselor, attorney or some other 
15 couIlsel1cir-at-law employed by the governing body, which shall' 
III have power' to provide adequate compensation ther-efo,r.Nothing 
17 herein shall prevent the governing body from providing that the 

I 

18 work of revision and codification be done, under the direction of 
19 the ffillllicipalcOlinsel or attorney, by any person, partnership or 
20 ,corporation engaged in· the business of codifying and revising 
21 municipal ordinances. In case the work is done by the counselor 
22 attorney of the municipality, the governing body of the 
23 munlcipa.lity may compensate [him} the counselor attorney for 
2-1 such work in addition to any salary paid [him). Such revision and 
25 codification of the ordinances When completed shall be submitted· 
26 to each municipal body having power to pass ordinances. Each 
27 such body shan consider the same and make such changes in such ! 

128 revision and codification of its own ordinances, as it shall deem
 
29 proper, and may then accept and adopt the same. . !
 
30 . All the provisions of this chapter relating to the adoption, 
31 approval and advertising of ordinances, shall apply to the 
32 ordinance adoptingsuch compilation and revision, but it shall not ) 
33 be necessary to publish"1iaid revised and compiled ordinances prior 
34 to or after their adoption as herein provided, or to set forth the I 
35 same at .length in the ordinance by which they are adopted: 
36 prt)vided, that suchcompilation and revision of ordinances is so 
37 described in said adopting" ordinance as Clearly to identify it and 
38 the effect of proposed changes be fully explained, and it is stated I 

I 
EXPlANATIOH--Hatter @nclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the I 

abov@ bill is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the la~. 
i 

Hatter underlined ~ is new matter. 
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AJ~ I () 

in silid ndoptlng ordillllncO thnt II copy 'of such cOIl1(1ilutlon lind 
rtlVisioll hus blWl1 filtHl In the officll of thn municipal dnrk, thum 
III rtllrlnin for thll lLo;~1 tilHI UXlIlllilllll!on of tlw public until finnl 

.J i\l;litlll is tilkllO Oil sllit!' lIdoptillll orl1lnllil(:o lind thnrenftcr whill~ 

(htl SIIIllU shull btl ill ~lffllct, if such or<Hnllllco £Ihull hn lIdopted; 
t.; mid prtlvidlld, thnl snid coPy of slIi<! cOlllpilatlon lind l'Ovision of 

ordinnllCtlS shnll 1lt1 nnd rlllllnill on fill, llccordtnHly. 
Such nrdilliillCtiS, when so rnvised llnd oodifi.nd und finally 

ild{)pttJ~L sJliIlI btl rnport.ud by thu pOrDon In chnrgo of the revision 
III to the. body in dm.rgu of tho fillunccR, which. shull onfor tho Ramo, 
1 ( or so nllH.:h t.hurcof tl!l I\itl of a g<meral naturo to be publishop in 
l.~ book fa r11\ , lUlU whon so published und certified to by tho 81~al of 
1.\ thtl IIlw1icipalily, shllll 00 rucoivod in nil COUI·ts of this State as 
1-1 .,viu~ince of the ordln!lnccs containud in such compilation and 
b rtlvisio!1 itS fully i~S If thl) original ordinunces wore produced. 
tt; Printed copius of /;uch ordinances us so revised lind codified f)hllil 

be nUHln l\Vililnblo to citizlms. 
Nothing hl)rcin shall operate to repeul any ordinances !1ot 

included in such rovlsiQn lmd codification, except by necessary 
illlplicntion, or tbose expressly repealed. The governing body may 
provide for tho printing and distribution or sale of its ordinances 

.,., in book fonn . 
2J There may be included in any printed book of ordinances the 
2\ charter oflha municipality or such of the general laws of the 
25 State relating to the municipality as the governing body may 
2fi direct 'to be includedth·erein. 
.,.,- , (cf: P.L.1950, c.232, s;l) 
2B 2. N. J.S. 2A: 170-81 is amended to read as follows: 
29 2A:170-81. The provisions of this article shall not apply to: 
30 a. Any person, partnership or corporation lawfully engaged in 
J \ the business of searching or"insuring titles to real estate, in so far 
J2 as may relate to the rendering of legal advice or to the 
33 preparation and execution of conveyances or other instruments 
34 connected With or incidentJ.l to the guaranteeing or searching of 
35 titles to real estate either by such person, partnership or 
36 corporation, or his.or its employees'; or 
37 b.Any person or ~corporation lawfully exerclsmg trust 
38 functions, whether as trustee, executor, administrator. guardian, 
39 assignee, receiver or otherwise, in so far as may relate to 

. 40 conveyances or other instruments. excepting wills, connected 
41 with or incidental to the creation, execution or discharge of trust 
42 functions; or 
43 c. Any person, partnership or corporation engaged in the 
44 leasing, saIe or exchange of real or perso~al property, or in the 
45 loaning of money on mortgages on real or personal property, in so 
46 far as may relate to legal documents incidenta.l to any lease, 
47 mortgage, sale or exchange; or 
48 d. The drawing of deeds, bonds, mortgages, leases, releases. 
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I I I 

a8reun\tlnt~ or assignillonts by u licons.od roal estute broker or any 
') ant.' enlployod by hitn; or-1 

J u. Any corpornt'ion which. pt'iot to July 4, 1924, wos enguged in 
-I the blLGinos.s of drllwing ltnd filing cortificnJes of incorporu tion or' 
H tllllondnHlnls thereto. tho drawing of bylaws, nnd generally the 
G supo rin t nndinR and di roc ting 0 l' the proceedings necossary to 
7 incorp()rn,tll tlnd f011.11 corporntions. in so far as these .cflurncrlltco 
H Po\~t)rs o~· businesses ure (~oncel'ncd; Or . 

~) f. A'l)Y p·orsQri or cmporation f\trnishing to any. per~on l~wfyUy 

10 engllged ,in the practice of law suchinfortnatlon 01' such clerical 
11 .t~istl\nce in Hnd about his professional work as, excopt for tho. 
11 provisions of this article, IT1UY be- hiwfu!, but the l~wyer receiving 
1J such inforil1H tion or sorvico :shull, at all ti0105' rnaintain full 
14 professional nncI. direct responsibility. to his client for the 
15 11"lfoona tion and sorvice so rendered; [or] 
It). .g: Any' ~orporation incofI>orated pu~uant to "The Professional 
17 S~rvice Corpo.l'ution Act." approved- Decernber 16. 1969, 

18 (P.L.1969, c.232) (C ..l4A:17-1 et seq.), -.the shareholders of which 
19 HrC licensed' to prac-tice law in this State and which· is 

20 incorporated for the specifi.c purpose of the practice of lawLQ! 
21 h. Any. person, p8rt~ership. or corporation engaged in the 
22. busihess 'of codi.fying and revising municipal ordinance~, in so far 
23 as . may rsiB. t8 to the rende;ring .of legal advice or to. the 
2.. prepara tion and· ·execution of such 'ordinances or other 
.,.... ~ instruments connected with or incidental. to such codification and
 
26 revision.
 
27 (.C f: P. ~. 1972 t c. i 13, s. 1)
 
28 3. This act shall take effect immediately.

I 

29 

30 

31 STATEMENT 
32 

33 ·At pres'ent New Jersey law provides that'the .revIsIon and 
34' . codification of municipal ordinanc~s shall be done under the 
35 direction ot the municipal counselor ,attorney. It has, been 
3"6 suggested that COIl)(lrations or ~artnerships which are engaged in 
37 the business of' codifying' and revising municipal ordinances are 
38 per.forming... functions without legal authority.' This bill would 
39 clarify that any per~n, partnership, or corporation engaged in 
40 the busine~ of codIfying- and revising. municipal ordinances is 
41 au~honzed to revise' and' codify municipal ordinances provided 
42 that ·the work is done under the direction of the municipal counsel 
43 or att~rney or some other counsellor-al-Iaw employed by the 
44 goveqring body.
45 The bill also provides that any person, partnership, or 
46 corporation engaged in the business of codifying and revisiilg 
47 municipal ordinances is not engaged in the unaut~orized practice 
48 of law. 
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t LOCAl:. GOVERNMENT 

2
 
3 ProvideS that certain ptjrSoos are· authorized to codify and revise
 
" m\D1icip81ordin~c8s . 

.:.. 
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agreements or assignments by a licensed real estate broker or any 
one employed by him; or 

e. Any corporation which" prior to July 4, 1924, was engaged in 
the business of drawing and filing certificates of incorporation or 
amendments thereto, the drawing of bylaws, and generally the 
superintending and directing of the proceedings necessary to 
incorporate and form corporations, in so far as these enumerated 
powers or businesses are concerned; or 

f. Any person or corporation furnishing to any person lawfully 
engaged in the practice of law such information or such clerical 
assistance in and about his professional work as, except for the 
provisions of this article, may be lawful, but the lawyer receiving 
such information or service shall at all times maintain full 
professional and direct responsibility to his client for the 
information and service so rendered; [or] 

g. Any corporation incorporated pursuant to "The Professional 
Service Corporation Act," approved December 16, 1969, 
(P.L.1969, c.232) (C.14A:17-1 et seq.), the shareholders of which 
are licensed to practice law in this State and which is 
incorporated for the specific purpose of the practice of law; or 

h. Any person, partnership or corporation engaged in the 
business of codifying and revising municipal ordinances, In so far 
as may relate to the rendering of legal advice or to the 
preparation and execution of such ordinances or other 
instruments connected with or incidental to such codification and 
revision. 
(cf: P.L.1972, c.113, s.l) 

3. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

At present New Jersey law provides that the reVISIon and 
codification of municipal ordinances shall be done under the 
direction of the municipal counselor attorney. It has been 
suggested that corporations or partnerships which are engaged in 
the business of codifying and revising municipal ordinances are 
performing functions without legal authority. This bill would 
clarify that any person, partnership. or corporation engaged in 
the business of codifying and revising municipal ordinances is 
authorized to revise and codify municipal ordinances provided 
that the work is done under the direction of the municipal counsel 
or attorney or some other counsellor-at-law employed by the 
governing body. 

The bill also provides that any person, partnership, or 
corporation engaged in the business of codifying and revising 
municipal ordinances is not engaged in the unauthorized practice 
of law. 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Provides that certain persons are authorized to codify and revise 
municipal ordinances. 



ASSEMBLY NIUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 3210
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: MAY 17,1990 

The Assembly Municipal Government committee favorably 
reports Assembly Bill No. 3210. 

At present New Jersey law provides that the revision and 
codification of municipal ordinances shall be done under the 
direction of the municipal counselor attorney. It has been suggested 
that corporations or partnerships which are engaged in the business 
of codifying and revising municipal ordinances are performing 
functions without legal authority. This bill would clarify that any 
person, partnership, or corporation engaged in the business of 
codifying and revising municipal ordinances is authorized to revise 
and codify municipal ordinances provided that the work is done under 
the direction of the municipal counselor attorney or some other 
counsellor-at-law employed by the governing body. 

The bill also provides that any person, partnership, or 
corporation engaged in the business of codifying and revising 
municipal ordinances is not engaged in the unauthorized practice of 
law. 



SENATE COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL 
GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

STA TEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 3210 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: OCTOBER 15, 1990 

The Senate County and Municipal Government Committee 
reports favorably Assembly Bill No. 3210. 

Assembly Bill No. 3210 provides that any person, partnership, or 
corporation engaged in the business of codifying and revising 
municipal ordinances is authorized to revise and codify municipal 
ordinances provided that the work is done under the direction of the 
municipal counselor attorney or some other counsellor-at-law 
employed by the governing body. At present the revision and 
codification of municipal ordinances are performed under the 
direction of the municipal counselor attorney. It has been suggested 
that corporations or partnerships which are engaged in the business 
of codifying and revising municipal ordinances are performing 
functions without legal authority. 

Also, the bill provides that any person, partnership, or 
corporation engaged in the business of codifying and revising 
municipal ordinances is not engaged in the unauthorized practice of 
law. 

This bill is identical to Senate Bill No. 2479, also reported by the 
committee on October 15, 1990. 
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