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Title 40. 
Chapter 23. 
Article 8 (New) 
Mail Address 
Systems. 
§§1-7 ­
C.40:23-47 
to 40:23-63 & 
Note to 
52:17C-5 and 
52: 17C-6 
§8-Note to 
§§1-7 

P.L.1991..CHAPTER 265, approved August 16. 1991 

1991 Assombly No. 4291 

AN ACT pl:Oviding for Ii stand~rd 9-1-1 locatable mailing addr(~ss
 

2 system pilot pl:Ogram for Burlington County and supplementing
 

3 chapter 23 of Title 40 of the Revised Statutes.
 

4
 

5 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and Gene-ral Assembly of the
 

6 State of New Jersey:
 

7 .1. The Legislature finds and declares that it is necessary for
 

8 the health, safety and welfare of the residents of this St3te that
 

9 a standard, basic three-line address system be established and
 

10 adopted on acounty-by-county basis which wHI ~ccurlltr:ly
 

11 reOoct the location of all existing and pOlllnlinl pmplJrtilJs.
 

12 without duplication. The Legislature further finds lind d(~clams
 

13 that such a standard mailing address system shall function for use
 
14 in conjunction with the emergency 9-1-1 systmn. for dolivury of
 

15 mail, and for all other usus for which on oddross is applicabln.
 

16 The Legislature further finds and declan~s that prior to lh{~
 

17 implementation of a standard 9"-1-1 locatable rnoilins addf(~SS
 

18 system, on a Statewide level, it is necessary to demonstrule the
 

19 feasibility of such a pl:Ogram bY£.lstablishing a pilot pl:Ogrnm in a
 

20 single county; that the pilot pl:Ogram should lake place in on area
 

21 where significant problems exist due to a dual mailing addres.s
 

22 system: th9t Burlington County is a large county in which sev~~ral
 

23 municipalities have thesamr:postal name, several streets within
 
24 municipalities have similar names, and many residr:nls of
 

25 municipalities in the county have experienced difficulty when
 

26 needing emergency services due to these circumstances; and that
 
27 because of the ab9ve mentioned criteria, in Burlington County, a
 

28 pilot program to test the feasibility of a standard mailing address
 

29 system would be especially suitable and would pl:Ovide lhe best
 

30 laboratory to demonstrate the feasibility of the program.
 

31 2. As used in this ac t:
 

32 "Building;' m'eans a house, residence, dwelling, store or other
 

33 structure used for residential, commercial or publit: purpose
 

34 which has frontage on, or access la, astreet in a municipality.
 

35 "County" means Burlington County.
 

36 "Street", means any paved or unpaved l:Oad, 'highway, avenue.
 

37 lane. pedestrian mall, alleyway or cartway for the passa'ge of
 

38 motor vehicles and pedestrians and located within the borders of
 

39 a municipality or a coun'ly.
 

40 "System" means the 9-1-1- locatable mailing address system.
 

41 3. The governing body of the county shall, by resolution,
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1 establish a 9-1-1 locatable malling address system within the 
i county. The county governing body shall require the governing 
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3 body of each' municipality within the county to implement the 
4 system as follows: 
5 'a. Thegoverni[1g body in each municipality in the counfyshaU 

.~	 If' review the names and numbers assigned to county and 'municipal 
7 streets within the municipality and the numbering of propertiell 
8 and, buildings within the municipality to determine if the 

j
I 

\'"

9 assignment of names and numberS conforms with the guidelliles 

10 establi-shed in section 4 of this act. 
11 p.Upon completion of the review requited by subsection a. of 

12 this section, th~goveming body of each rri~eipa1ity shall 
13 detemline what changes, if any, are necessary in the naming or 
14 numbering of the county or municipal streets, orin the numbering 
15 of properties or buildings in order to effectuate the provisions of 

";>:,-~:., . 
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16 this ac t. , 

17 c. Any changes which are made pursuant to the provisions of 
18 subsec:: tions a. and b. of this section shall be reHected on the 
19 appropriate mwticipal tax and house numbering maps and the 
20 9-1-1 Vernon Craphics maps for inclusion in the 9-1-1 data 
21 base. A copy of the corrected municipal tax map cover sheet, 
22 and emergency serVices map as adopted by tho governing body, 
23 shall be presented to the county for Its use. 'The now or 
24 corrected maps are to be availablo to the public. map compnniM, 
25 and any State or federal agency requesting or entitlild to a copy. 
26 4. The guidelines for the implementation of this act shall 
27 include. but shall oot be limited to, the following: 
28 a. Municipali~ies shall have one correct name, which shall b13 
29 filed wi th the county clerk and the &lctetary of State. 
30 b. No two municipalities in the county shall have the exact 
31 same name. For the purposes of this act, a prefix or suffix in tho 

32 name of a municipality, such as "Township," shall constitutes 
33 separate name., 
34 c. In the ,f!vent that two or more municipalities within the 
35 county have the same name, the muniCipality which incorporated" 
36 first under its existing name shall retain the right to continue to 
37 use its existing name. 
38 d. If a municipality is required, or chooses, to change its name 
39 pUl'Sl,lant to the provisions of this act, it shall not adopt any 
40 existing municipal or county name currently being used in this 
41 Stlite. 
42 n. One correct name shal.l be used for each street in a 
'13 municipality and where two ~E!parate and noncontiguous streets 
44 within a municipality have the exact same name," a distinctive 
45 prefix or suffix shall be assigned to distinguish the streets. or a 
46 new name shall be assigned to one street. If two existing st~eets 

47 have names that have resulted in confusion due to any similarity, 
48 and a name change is not practical. the property numbering on 

, 
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1 the streets shall be made to contrast significantly as an added 
2 safety. measure. Numbering by the mile pOst system may be used 
3 as an alternative, if applicable. 
4 f. All properties which now or hereafter have frontage on or 
5 aCcess to any street shall be plotted on the official tax map of 

6 themWlicipali ty. 
7 g. Each property with frontage on or accesS to any street shall 
8 be. assigneci lin offiCial property number, except where one or 
9 more buildings -or lots are located on an unnamed private road, 

, ....,.." 
10 
11 

lane or way having access to a street. In that situation o'nly one 
official numbershail be assigned. and it>shall be based upon the 

12 n\irnber which best describes the location of the access point on 
13 the street. If more than one occupied building exists. each 
14 building shllllbe krtownas the number assigned, followed by a 
15 letter, beginning with "A" and continuing alphabetically. 
16 h.Official property numbers shall proceed from a logical pain l 
17 of origmand shall be in proper numerical sequenc;l~ in relation to 
18 the numbers assigned to other lots with frontage on or aCCI!SS to 
19 the same street. 
20 i. Odd numbe.rs shall be assigned to properties on onn sid(~ of a 
21 street and even numbers assigned to properties on thn othi-lf sid!! 
22 of the street with sufficient flexibility so that the numbnril1R 
23 system may accommodate maximum density iL<; nlltJwcd by wning 
24 regulations now in effect. tf existing lot frontilge is los.'; thnn thl! 
25 minimum ioned frontage, thenumberinH shull comprnl;.<; to 
26 accommodate the existing lot frontage. 
27 j. Governing bodies are encouraged to number proper! y on 
28 federal and state highways and county r08cl<; by thn mile post 
29 marker system. according to the foHowing protOc.ol. Even 
30 numbers shall be on the right as the numbering inCrt~;L<;es 

31 according to the mile posts. TIle most southern or westerly 
32 street orig.in of a mile post marker system shall be indicated ilS 

.... 33 zero. The lumbering shall relate and progress according to the 
34 mileage. If a mWlicipality has already established mile post 
35 marker numbering with the odd numbers on the right. the 
36 numbering may remain if no confusion eXists. 
37 If the COWlty elects to request mile lXJst numbering on a county 
38 road. or Ii key access road, it shall erect the mile post markers if 
39 they do not presently eXist. Ifa county route is comprised of two 
40 or more streets that have separate names, then the names 
41 assigned by the rilWlicipali ty shall be used in the addressing, the 
42. 9-1-1 data base and on the 9-1-1 map, and street signs. Where 
43 applicable, the cOWlty routeriumber shall also be listed in the 
44 9-1-1 data bank. 
45 k. Priority shall be given to numbers or names of federal 
16 highways and roads over all other riumbers and numes of streets 
47 in a .COWlty. State highway or street numbers or names shall have 
48 priority over all cOWlty or mWlicipal street names or numbers. 
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Governing bodies are encouraged to number property on all major 

2 highways lind important county roads by the milepost f!larker 
3 systeJil. except that if an Important county road that providea 
4 ilccess'lo many municipalities is not easily numbered by the mile 
5 post marker system, it shall have One set of numbers that is in 

I"~ 

!It. 6 sequence for its entire length. 
7 \. All municipalities shall erect .. Entering , (i~ei1 

8 Ilame of municipality) signs at the municipal boundary on every 
!l major access road that enters the municipality, exceplinterstale 

10 highways; . The- sign shall face traffic as it enters the 
11 municipality, If the street name changes or Ihe property 
12 numbering is not in sequence on any street· that crosses a 
13 il1Unicipal bounda.ry then that data shall be announced by Ii sign. 
14 When a major· access road crosses a municipal boundary, the 
15 street name shall stay the same and the property numbering shall 
16 rClllainin sequence. 
17 Ill. Upon ahy subdivision of land in a municipali ty resulting in 
18 lots other than those delineated in the official municipal tax map, 
19 Ihe governing body of a inuilidpalityshall assign a property 
20 number to each lot resulting from the subdivision. Any new 
21 street shall have a unique name which shall borogistered with tha 
22 county 9-1-1 coordinator for entry into the data base prior to the 
23 issuance of a construction pcnnit. 
24 n. If a large lot has more thon one available property number 
25 and it contains a building, then the property number that best 
26 describes Ihe location of the driveway, or OCCflSS point shall be 
27 assigned. 
28 o. The owner of any building or occupied lot for which an 
29 official property number is designed. and assigned shall be 
30 requirerl at his own expense to place the official number at 11 

31 point near where the driveway enters the slreet, or in such a 
32 manner that the number is easily visible from the street, or both. 
33 Three inch high numbers shall be the. standard, and reflective 
34 numbers shall be encouraged. In t.hose Gases where more than one 

. jo , 

35 building exists on a lot or private road, land. or way. an add~ 

36 sign shall be placed near the point of access to the street showing 
37 thl) official number and letter designation of each building with a 
38 legal address on the lot or private roadway, Each bUilding shall 
30 also have the number and letter designation clearly posted in 

40 front of or on the struCture. The cost of erecting and 
41 mointaining an address sign shall be borne by the owners at the 
42 buildings who are also responsible for notifying any tenants of 
43 their official 9-1-1 locatable mailing address. 
44 p. Each municipality shall, after implementation and adoption 
45 of the 9-1-1 locatable mailing address system, forward a correct 
46 version of the official municipal tax map and house nUillbering 
47 TTl/lP, where aV;lilable, to each U;S. Post Office serving the 
48 municipality, and to all emergency services. Each municipality 

""", 
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1 shall. take any steps which it deems necessary to info ml the 
2 residentl? and businesses of the changes in their addresses. The 
3 resieents or businesses are responSible for making the addreSs 
4 correCtions at their delivering postal facility and all other 
5 notifications. 
6 q. The legal name of the municipality shall appear on the 
7 bottom line of all mailing addresses within the municipality. The 

8 name of the postal facility shall not be used unless it is exactly 
9 the sar:ne as the municipal name. The existing five digit zip-code i 

I 

10 that presently delivers the mail shall be incorporated into the i 
11 address and remain unchanged. I12 the standard three..,.line9-1-1 locatable mailing' address shall 
13 appear as foUowswhen mail is delivered to the location: I

j
14 RESIDENT OR BUSINESS NAME 

I15 14" STREET NAME APT, SUITE, ETC. t 
16 MUNICIPAL NAME N J x.xZIP-CODE I 
17 The standard three-line 9-1-1 locatable mailing address shall I

1 
18 appear as follows for a 'location when -the occupant recf~ivp.s mail J
19 delivered to a post office box wi thin a postal facili ty: ~ 

20 RESIDENT OR BUSINESS NAME j,
21 II' STREET NAME MUNICIPAL NAME j22 POBOX UI 

23 POST OFFICE NAME NJ XXZIP-COI)r, i
; 

24 This standard shall apply to the entire Stato lind shall lwr;()I'1),~ 

25 effective within the county after adoption of the provisions of 
26 trusact by the county governing body. 
27 If postal rural route or rural box numbers are still in U'iP., they 
28 shall be replaced by municipally designated and assignl)![ prop(~rty 

29 n,umbers according to standard protocols defined in this 
30 legislation. The county govero-ing body shall assisi any 
31 municipality unable to accomplish the property numbering or 
32 street name corrections if financial hardship exists or techniq! 
33 assisiance is required by funding or perf0rr11ing the. necessnry 
34 work in cooperation with the municipal-governing body. 
35 r. If a rural mail box is located at the driveway entrance to il 

36 rural property and it is on the same side of the street it shall I 
37 have three-inch high numbers on both sides of themaii box. I 

38 If the mail box is located across the street, then it shall have I 
!39 at least one number on the box. The number shall face traffic, 
I4.0 and a three-inch high property number shall be posed at the 

41 driveway entrance of the pl,'Operty. I 
I42 If the mail box is remotely located on another street or I

43 clustered with several other mail boxes then the number and i 
44 street name should be printed on the front of the box in one~inch 

45 high letters or numbers, as appropriate, and a three-inch high 
46 property number is to be pOsted at the driveway entrance. 
47 5. The governing body of the county shall requil'e 
48 municipalities within the county to complete the review required 
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1 wIder section 3 of this act and to complete all changes required 
2 under section 4 of ~his act as soon as is practical and in 

3 combination withpr8(larations for the implementation of the 
4 mlilldated, enhanced 9-1~1 program. 
5 G.' ,Beginning on the effective date of this act and pending 
I) ,com,Pliance with the provisions of this act by all of the 
7 muniCipalities in Burlington County. all State income tax and 
8 data forrris shall accurately show the municipal name on the 
9 fonn, and data processing in all State departments. agencies and 

l
I
j
j
;

10 cOlllmissions. especially with regard to school fWlding, shall be 
\

, 

11 accomplished- using the legal ITIWlicipal name and not postal 
12 facility names Or zip-codes. 
13 7. Within one year of the establishment of'the system by the 
14 board of fr~eholders, the board of freeholders shall provide a 
15 report to the Governor and to the Legislature evaluating the 
1G effectiveness ofthe program: 
17 8. This act shall take effect 60 days after enactment. 
18 

10 
20 STATEMENT 
21 

22 The provisIons of this bill establish a' pilot program in 
23 Burlington County to address tho confusion which arislJs in 
24 municipalities having the sarno postal namu, or which havfJ 
25 multiple streets of the sarno namoor inconsistont numb~!ring at 
26 buildings on a particular street. 
27 The bill pennits tho goveming body of Burlington County, by 
28 resolution, to establish a 9-1-1 loca tablo rnaillng addwss system 
,29 pursua~t to the provisions of the bill. Under such n system, no 
30 two municipalities in Burlington County would be pennitted to 
31 have exactly the same nmile, and Il mechani.sm is provide,d in the 
32 bill to be used by Burlington County to effectuate a locatable 
33 mailing add~ess system. 

\ 34 The provisions of the bill are especially important with respect 
35 to the irrwlementation of a ~-1-1 emergency response system. 
36 As county governments extend present dispatching services to 
37 include the enhanced 9-1-1 program, the COWlty governments 
38 must have the ability to ensure that the system of street 
39 addresses will not create confusion for emergency response 
40 teams, or police or fire vehicles, as they seek out persons in need 
11 of assistance. The' current existence of postal names that are 
42 different from a municipality's name presents a severe problem 
13 for emergency response teams, police or firefighters seeking to 
44 respond in a timely fashio l1_to an emergency circumstance. Tllill 
45 problem has been documented, and extends beyond emergency 

46 dispatching to other governmental fUnctions because statisticS 
47 ga thered on posteil names or zip-codes cannot be applied to a 

48 municipality unless the I;>olindaries of the postal delivery area and 

I 
I
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the municipality lire exactly the same. The experiences of the 
governing body or Burlington County in attempting to address this I 

i:,problem' by Virtue of the provisions .' of this bill. will provide 
I 

valuable,knowledge and insight to the other counties in the State I 
I 

facing such local inconsistencies.
 
Enactnulntof the 9~1:".l locatable mailing address system will
 

.8lso enhance the business climate in Burlington County by 
facilitating all deliveries and eliminating the dual address files 
maintained by all utilities and many service and delivery 
companies.. 

The '9-1-1 locafable mailing address. system will also facilitate 
the deHvery of census forms in Burlil1ston County and insure that 
the tabulation . of all data is easily and cQrrectly accomplished 
with respect to Burlington County. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Provides for a standard g~1-1 lOcatable mailing address system 
pilot program for Burlington County. 

; '., 
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1 under section 3 of this act and to complete all changes required 
2 under section 4 of this act as soon as is practical and in 
3 combination with preparations for the implementation of the 
4 mandated enhanced 9-1-1 program. 
5 6. Beginning on the effective date of this act and pending 
6 compliance with the provisions of this act by all of the 
7 municipalities in Burlington County, all State income tax and 
8 data forms shall accurately show the municipal name on the 
9 fOITIl, and data processing in all State departments, agencies and 

10 commissions, especially with regard to school funding, shall be 
11 accomplished using the legal municipal name and not postal 
12 facility names or zip-codes. 
13 7. Within one year of the establishment of the system by the 
14 board of freeholders, the board of freeholders shall provide a 
15 report to the Governor and to the Legislature evaluating the 
16 effectiveness of the program. 
17 8. This act shall take effect 60 days after enactment. 
18 

19 

20 STATEMENT 
21 
22 The prOVISIons of this bill establish a pilot program in 
23 Burlington County to address the confusion which arises in 
24 municipalities having the same postal name, or which have 
25 multiple streets of the same name or inconsistent numbering of 
26 buildings on a particular street. 
27 The bill permits the governing body of Burlington County, by 
28 resolution, to establish a 9-1-1 locatable mailing address system 
29 pursuant to the provisions of the bill. Under such a system, no 
30 two municipalities in Burlington County would be permitted to 
31 have exactly the same name, and a mechanism is provided in the 
32 bill to be used by Burlington County to effectuate a locatable 
33 mailing address system. 

\ 

34 The provisions of the bill are especially important with respect 
35 to the implementation of a 9-1-1 emergency response system. 
36 As county governments extend present dispatching services to 
37 include the enhanced 9-1-1 program, the county governments 
38 must have the ability to ensure that the system of street 
39 addresses will not create confusion for emergency response 
40 teams, or police or fire vehicles, as they seek out persons in need 
41 of assistance. The current existence of postal names that are 
42 different from a municipality's name presents a severe problem 
43 for emergency response teams, police or firefighters seeking to 
44 respond in a timely fashion to an emergency circumstance. This 
45 problem has been documented, and extends beyond emergency 
46 dispatching to other governmental functions because statistics 
47 gathered on postal names or zip-codes cannot be applied to a 
48 municipality unless the boundaries of the postal delivery area and 
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1 the municipality are exactly the same. The experiences of the 
2 governing body of Burlington County in attempting to address this 
3 problem by virtue of the provisions of this bill, will provide 
4 valuable knowledge and insight to the other counties in the State 
5 facing such local inconsistencies. 
6 Enactment of the 9-1-1 locatable mailing address system will 
7 also enhance the business climate in Burlington County by 
8 facilitating all deliveries and eliminating the dual address files 
9 maintained by all utilities and many service and delivery 

10 companies. 
11 The 9-1-1 locatable mailing address system will also facilitate 
12 the delivery of census forms in Burlington County and insure that 
13 the tabulation of all data is easily and correctly accomplished 
14 with respect to Burlington County. 
15 
16 
17 LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

18 

19 Provides for a standard 9-1-1 locatable mailing address system 
20 pilot program for Burlington County. 



ASSEMBLY COUNTY GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE ,. 
STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 4291 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED: APRIL 29, 1991 

The Assembly County Government Committee reports favorably 
Asserrlbly No. 4291. 

Assembly Bill No. 4291 establishes a pilot program in Burlington 
County to address the confusion which arises in municipalities having 
the same postal name, or whicll have multiple streets of the same 
name or inconsistent numbering of buildings on a particular street. 

The bill permits the governing body of Burlington County, by 
resolution, to establish a 9-1-1 locatable mailing address system 
pursuant to the provisions of the bill. Under such a system, no two 
municipalities in Burlington County would be permitted to have 
exactly tIle same name, and a mechanism is provided in the bill to be 
used by Burlington County to effectuate a locatable mailing address 
system. 

The sponsors of Assembly Bill No. 4291 believe that the 
provisions of the bill are especially important with respect to the 
implementation of a 9-1-1 emergency response system. As county 
governments extend present dispatching services to include the 
enhanced 9-1-1 program, the county governments must have the 
ability to ensure that the system of street addresses will not create 
confusion for emergency response teams, or police or fire vehicles, 
as they seek out persons in need of assistance. The current existence 
of postal names that are different from a municipality's name 
presents a severe problem for emergency response teams, police or 
firefighters seeking to respond in a timely fashion to an emergency 
circumstance. This problem has been documented, ~d extends 
beyond emergency dispatching to other governmental functions 
because statistics gathered on postal names or zip-codes cannot be 
applied to a municipality unless the boundaries of the postal delivery 
area and the municipali ty are exactly the same. The experiences of 
the governing body of Burlington County, in attempting to address 
this problem by virtue of the provisions of this bill, will provide 
valuable knowledge and insight to the other counties in the State 
facing such local inconsistencies. 

The sponsors believe that enactment of the 9-1-1 locatable 
maili11g address system will also enhance the business climate in 
Burlington County by facilitating all deliveries and eliminating the 
dual address files maintained by all utilities and many service and 
delivery companies. 
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SENATE COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL
 
GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO
 

ASSEMBLY, No. 4291 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: JUNE 10, 1991 

The Senate County and Municipal Government Committee 
reports favorably Assembly Bill No. 4291. 

Assembly Bill No. 4291 establishes a pilot program in Burlington 
County to address the confusion which arises in municipalities 
having the same postal name or which have multiple streets of the 
same name or inconsistent numbering of buildings on a particular 
street. 

The bill requires the governing body of Burlington County, by 
resolution, to establish a 9-1-1 locatable mailing address system 
and provides guidelines for municipalities to follow in implementing 
this system. The bill singles out Burlington County since it is a 
large county in which several municipalities have the same postal 
name, several streets within municipalities have similar names, and 
many residents of municipalities in the county have experienced 
difficulty when needing emergency services due to these 
circumstances, according to the findings and declarations. 

The bill prohibits two municipalities from having exactly the 
same name. If two or more municipalities within the county have 
the same name, the municipality which incorporated first under its 
existing name shall retain the right to continue using that name. 
The bill requires the county to make such changes in its address 
system as: adjusting the naming and numbering of streets to ensure 
that there is only one correct name for each street; eliminating 
confusing street names; numbering of streets from a logical point of 
origin; and the adoption of an odd-even numbering system on 
opposite sides of a street. 

The bill requires the county governing body to assist any 
municipali ty unable to accomplish the property numbering or street 
name corrections if financial hardship exists or technical assistance 
is required. The bill places no time deadline on the achievement of 
a locatable mailing address system, but requires that the work be 
completed "as soon as is practical and in combination with 
preparations for the implementation of the mandated enhanced 
9-1-1 program." 

The bill's sponsors believe that the establishment of a locatable 
mailing address system is especially important because, as county 
governments extend present dispatching services to include the 
enhanced 9-1-1 program, county governments must have the ability 
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to ensure that the system of street addresses will not create 
confusion for emergency response teams, or police or fire vehicles. 
The experiences of Burlington County will provide valuable 
knowledge and insight to the other counties in the State facing the 
same problem. 
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