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P:L.190i,THAPTER 223, apprQut:d JlIly 26, 1991 

1990 Sonlltu No. 2041 

,-,~, -~."-,.-"...• ,•..-,~ ~ ...., ~ "~' '-~~~ --- "...,' .... .. .... ~.'_ .. -, -~.~........"~ .............,.,, .....  .. 
AN ACT concu01lng thtl designation' of rim districts l.I1ld 

IUnl!l1<!ing N. J,S.·lOA: 14-70. 

J 

" BE IT ENACTED by tht: Senate and General Aucmbly of the 

."JSlat~ orN~t~·J~i:J(!y:
 

t3 1. N.J.S.-tDA:t'·1-70 15 am~nded to read a'j follows:
 
7· 4DA:l-t-70. In l1I1y municipality not having a paid or part-paid
 
8 fiN! dt!putmunt l1I1d forCc, thegovc~ing body, upon application
 
9 of at 1035t 5% of tho registered \toters or 20 legal voters,
 

10 wh.ichllYllr is the· greater, [by onHllance,J shall cons.id 13 r the 
11 designutiotl or a; fire district. Upon receipt of tho appllclltion, 
~2 the gove01ing body shQ.ll fix a time and place for a hearing 
13 thnroon.Themunicipal clerk shall advertise the notice of thl'l 
14 hearing in a newspaper circulating in the co:unty whertlin the 
15 municipality is located at ieB.1lt onc'e and oot less tbm 10 dllYs 

16 prior 10 the hearing. After the h~8ring the g9veming bo~y shall 
17 detl',lrm1ne the quest'ionor designation of a fire district. If tho 
18&'Ov~ming Qodydflcides that the desianation or a. fil'C district is 
19 appropriate, it, by. ordinance, shall designate II territorial 
20 looation or locations for· use· as afire dlstrlctor firo districts 
21 and, by reSolution, provide for the election of a board of fire 
22 commissioners for the distrf~t or each dL"trict, to consist of five 
23 ~rsons; residents thetein,l!fId specify the date, time and placo 
24 for the election of the first board. 
25 'The district or each district shall be· assigned 8 number and 
26 the commisSioners thereof and their successors shall. be a body 

·27 corporate,. to be known as "the commissionerS of fire district 
28 No.. .... -in . . . . .. (name of municipality), county of .... 
29 . . . . .. (hame of county)." The said body corporate shall have 
30 the.power to acquire, hold, lease, sell or otherwise Convey in its 
31 corporate name such real and personal property'as the purposes 
32 of the corporation shall require. All sales and leases of real and 

, . 33 personal property shall be in accordance witli the provisions of 
34 section 13 or 14, B.1I appropriate, of the "Local Lands and 
35 Buildings Law," P.L.1971,. c.199 (C.40A:12-13 and 40A:12-14). 
36 Said body cOl::porate may adopt arid use a corporate seal, sue or 
37 . be sued and shall have such powers, duties and functions as are 

t 38 usual and necessary for said purPoses.
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EXPLANAnON-Hat ter enciosed in bol d-faced· brackets [thus] in theI above bill is not enacted and is intended 
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"
 . ,tOo th. data JJl(l at.th. UQl8 81w,fpl.c.• ~lne4 (or tho 
:2 e18<:(l00 or tht!! rtrl1board the clerk or the municipality mall 
J conduct' lh~ eltKltlon andlb.U preald8 at thflmlJetln.g wtUt~ 
.' .'lX:i.idiih..nh.~V fJ&et9ii'ldi~t-.Ki.'" ' '", '-- ,,--.- . . 
a At . tn. !'Iutmeet!ng of • newly, elected board of fire 
t3 • 'commluJoQ."4r-.~i.trlct-1hC'-'bo.rd-cd:i;elrc~-.c'f;irrri.~' --:--
7-"-~ !llt tht!! pl6Ctl rtir. theMnual ~l~Uon; ·The m.mber:a of the 

a bo~.rd lhalLdivide thtlflWllvl!JlIby lotiilto thre.. cl...,.:the(iI1lt 
9 to conaiat oftwomembera whoie. te~ah$.11 explrest 12 

10 O'~,k .nioon on.the rlat Tl.MI!Iday In Marchof;th~yeartollowing 

11 tb. )'-eu In.•• wtrlchthll nra.·t bOard I. alec.ted.; lh."· ..econd., t.we 
12 mi!!. .f$' whose te~ ahall expire .Ilt 12 o'clo<;~ DOOnan the 
13 ftrst Tuesday fnMarch ofthQ aecotld year (ollowing that yen; 
14 '·md' thftthird, one mem~r~ term shall expirest 12 o'clock 
15 noon on.th.e Hf'$t lUesdaYinM.8.i:cli o(.thethirdyear folloWing 
HI that y:ear. ThI8' tennsoL!ire comrniaaioner. in e.ch ca. other 
17 thAnmembe;rsotthe first board,sh8.llexpire i. t12 0 '. clock noon 
16, . on the f1ra~,1\Ie1ldaY:in Milich of the third year !o110wing the 
19 year iIi wWchtney were elected. 
20 . Any vac~y in the membership sh.al11>e rilled by. the 
21 tMnaining fliemoonJ until the-next auCcee-d.Jiig annual eleCtion, at 
22 whi-chUmea ~dent or thtl d1strietshall 00 elected for the 
23 'uneJq)ired :tenn. 
24 (cf: P ..... 1'985.c.288. s.l) 
25 2. Thi.aact ~ail take erred immediatflly. 

26 
27 

28 LocAL GOVERNME;NT 
29
 

., 30 Establish~ procedure for d~ignation ofa fire district.
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1 On the date and at the time and pl~ce specified for the 
2 election of the first board the clerk of the municipality shall 
3 conduct the election and shall preside at the meeting until the 
4 board shall have been elected. 
5 At the first meeting of a newly elected board of fire 
6 commissioners of a district the board shall choose a chairman 
7 and fix the place for the annual election. The members of the 
8 board shall divide themselves by lot into three classes: the first 
9 to consist of two members whose terms shall expire at 12 

10 0 ' clock noon on the first Tuesday in March of the year following 
11 the year in which the first board is elected; the second, two 
12 members \vhose terms shall expire at 12 0' clock noon on the 
13 first Tuesday in March of the second year following that year; 
14 and the third, one member whose term shall expire at 12 0 I clock 
15 noon on the first Tuesday in March of the third year following 
16 that year. The terms of fire commissioners in each class, other 
17 than members of the first board, shall expire at 12 0 I clock noon 
18 on the first Tuesday in March of the third year following the 
19 year in which they vvere elected. 
20 Any vacancy in the membership shall be filled by the 
21 remaining members until the next succeeding annual election, at 
22 which time a resident of the district shall be elected for the 
23 unexpired term. 
24 (cf: P.L.1985, c.288, s.l) 
25 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
26 
27 
28 STATEMENT 
29 
30 This bill requires a municipality to hold a public hearing 
31 whenever it receives a petition requesting the designation of a 
32 fire district. If the governing body decides, after the hearing, 
33 that the designation of a fire district is appropriate, it shall 
34 enact an ordinance making the designation and calling for the 
35 election of fire district commissioners. Under current law, the 
36 governing body is required to designate a fire district when 
37 petitioned to do so. This bill provides the same procedure for 
38 the designation of a fire district as is presently provided by 
39 N.J.S.40A:14-91 for the dissolution of a fire district. 
40 
41 
42 LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
43 
44 Establishes procedure for designation of a fire district. 
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ASSEMBLY MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 2041
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: FEBRUARY 25, 1991 

The Assembly Municipal Government committee favorably 
reports Senate Bill No. 2041. 

Senate Bill No. 2041 requires a municipality to hold a public 
hearing whenever it receives a petition requesting the designation of 
a fire district. If the governing body decides, after the hearing, that 
the designation of a fire district is appropriate, it shall enact an 
ordinance making the designation and calling for the election of fire 
district commissioners. Under current law, the governing body is 
required to designate a fire district when petitioned to do so. This 
bill provides the same procedure for the designation of a fire district 
as is presently provided by N.J.S.40A:14-91 for the dissolution of a 
fire district. 
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SENATE COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL
 
GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO
 

SENATE, No. 2041 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED: OCTOBER 4, 1990 

The Senate County and Municipal Government Committee 
reports favorably Senate Bill No. 2041. 

Senate Bill No. 2041 requires a municipality to hold a public 
hearing whenever it receives a petition requesting the designation of 
a fire district. If the governing body decides, after the hearing, that 
the designation of a fire district is appropriate, it shall enact an 
ordinance making the designation and calling for the election of fire 
district commissioners. Under current law, the governing body is 
required to designate a fire district when petitioned to do so. This 
bill provides the same procedure for the designation of a fire district 
as is presently provided by N. J.8. 40A: 14-91 for the dissoilition of a 
fire district. 

This bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 1990 session 
pending technical review. As reported, the bill includes the changes 
required by technical review which has been perfonned. 
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