
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY CHECKLIST 
Compiled by the N\.I State Law Library 

"Long Term Foster Care 
Custody Act" 

NJSA: 30:4C-26.10 to 30:4C-26.19 

LAWS OF: 1992 CHAPTER: 139 

BILL NO: A355 

SPONSOR(S) Felice 

DATE INTRODUCED: Pre-filed 

COMMITTEE: ASSEMBLY: Senior Citizens 

SENATE: Womens Issues 

AMENDED DURING PASSAGE: No 

DATE OF PASSAGE: ASSEMBLY: June 29, 1992 

SENATE: October 29, 1992 

DATE OF APPROVAL: November 16, 1992 

FOLLOWING STATEMENTS ARE ATTACHED IF AVAILABLE: 

SPONSOR STATEMENT: Yes 

COMMITTEE STATEMENT: ASSEMBLY: Yes 

SENATE: Yes 

FISCAL NOTE: No 

VETO MESSAGE: No 

MESSAGE ON SIGNING: No 

FOLLOWING WERE PRINTED: 

REPORTS: No 

HEARINGS: No 

KBG:pp 



I 

i 
•
 

o 

... '.- -.•.,---_._.. _ 

~Y."'., 
STATE orIII&It 

Introduced Peadlq Technical Review br Le.....tlv. CounIel 

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1884 SESSION 

....	 I AN ACT c:aacendns the ....ptlan from tuattan of the increae 
•	 2 III valuatlaa 01 c.naID propertJ due to 1mpl'QY._tI "'peeI 

3 to IlaUitat. the .. 01 property by dllab1ed pe.... end 
4 .........tinI ....t.r 4 01 Title '4 of the ReViled Statutel. 
& 
8 BE IT ENACTED II, .lte Sena.e ",., Genera' Auemll', 01 .lte 
7 Sta•• 01 N_ J..,: 
8 1. For the JIUIPOlI8I 01 tbIa act: "Exemption" m8ll18 all or any 
9 portioD 01 the ...II.d value 01 aD imPJOY._t not IDcreulnl 

10 the .....d va1ul 01 a .JII'OP8rtJ due to the appI'OYal by the 
11 " ••Dr 01 aD awdicatIaD filed puMlaDtto MCttoD I 01 tIdI act; 
12 "1nIproY-._t" m... a chanp III 1ft 8xtItiq dwelUna 
13 ...... aad CGIIII8CtIDI ace other> than ordlnarr paJntial. 
14 ftIPIlmaad repI8I:em_t of teDaace it... wbicb Is deIi"
1& to lac:lUtat. the .. aad ace_bWtJ 01 the dweIlJna house by a 
18 permanentJ, ad total1y dilebled peraa.pul'lUlDt to the 
17 (II'OYiIIaaI 01 tIdI act; 
18 "PermanentlJ aad total1y disabled" Dl88IIII total'aad peDDlD8llt 
19 iaabUitJ to... ID any .....tlDtiIl piaful actiYitJ by reaIOD 01 
20 .,medic. detennlnable pbptMl impIJnnent. puIIIU8Ilt to the 
21 (II'OYiIIaaI 01 the lederal Social 8ecuritJ Act. For 1JIIIPOI88 01 
22 tIdI act. "penDlD8lltlJ ad tOtaUr disabled" aIIo includ.. 
23 "blink'. " "BlInda_".m.... cmtnl vIau8l acultJ 01 201200 or 
24 ...,III the better .,e with the .. 01 a cornctial.... AD ere 
2& wbicb Is acc:ompanled by a Umltattaa III the lields 01 such 
28 that the wideet dt8meter 01 the YiIual field subtends 1ft lID 

27 pat.r tb8D 20 de...... IbaI1 be c:oaatdered u bavial a estral 
28 YiIu81 acuttJ or 201200 or 1_. 
29 "Pretax rear" me_ the calendar year immediately precedina 
30 the "tax J1IU"; 
31 "QualIfied nstdent" mans areatdeDt: who Is pmnanentlJ and 
32 totally dII8bIed and aD owner 01 real Pl'Opertr ,upaa which a 
33 dwellinI ....,Is Ioca~ed in which be· r8atdes. or who is 1ft .owner 
34 01 real property upaa wblcb a dwilUiDahDuse Is located in which 
3& be reskIeI aad .... a pemulllllltlraad tOteDr disabled m.ber of , 38 bIa ~. NIidIDa therein who Is a I(J0188 or qualified 
37 dependent for fedenl income tax puqJal.; 
38 "R_dent" mea .... lqaUr dDmicIled witbID the Stat. of 
39 New JerMJ lor a period 01 ... ,.., bam""'te1r precedIna 
40 OCtober 1 01 the pnlta .year. ".18 ••~.,o~ t........, 
oil reat.-,. witbID the State. olwbatfter ..t 1haIl not 
42 CCIIIItItlit.~ witblil the Stat. tor. the ,01. act. 
43 AbIInae 'from tIdI Stat. lor a period 01 ta bepftma 
44 '" evw.ceol .........t 01 thIIState. 'I1Ie 
4& buIden ot lIta1lUlldDl lqI1' damtcU•.wltldil .tile State IhaIl be 
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1 upon tbe clllmlnt; and '
 
a "Tax year" 1118l11li the aalendar Jur In wldch the .....ral
 
3 property ta Ia due and payable.
 
4 2. AJrr qualified I'IIidmIt Iball be .tltled 1DIWIlly, OIl PIOJNIr 
I appUaattan bItinI midi therefor, to ID exempt.... fIDm tuatkID 
8 Dr the IDaNUI In the valuation of rH1 propert, upoa which a 
7 dweWna II located wtdch raultl fl'Dlft Imprcr¥emeata 
8 thereto to facWtate the we IIDd acc:..odUt, of the 
8 dweUlna br a penn~tlJ end totan, diIabJed pellOD who 

10 II the owaerlllld,ntIld.t of the bo... Dr who II a member of the 
U owner'. houIehold end realda therein who II a apo... orquelified 
12 dependent for federal Income ta puIpDIeI. 
13 3. 'I1Mt tnaafennce of the title to the property for which en 
14 eumptlaa ball been applOyed pursuant to this act to the IUl'YiYiDa 
1& .... Dr Q deceued qualified resident or to 11ft)' other penon 
18 Iball IItt affect the continuance of the exemption .. IoDa u the ... 
AI penDlDllltJr IIId totall, dilabled penon Iball remain a realdent of 
18 the dweIUnI ..... 
18 4. No ..,ttaa, u pl'DYided herein, IbaIl be aIJowed except 
20 ..WIltt. appI1cattaa therelOr, which appIlc:ation IhaI1 be an a 
11 fonD ..-crtbed br the Director of the DlYIaIonof Tuad. In the 
12 ~t of the 1'IeaaD7 IIId pnMded for th8 we of queltfied 
23 I811d1Dta hereunder br the' 'lOYe. badr of the lD1IIdc:lpelity 
24 CGIIItltutiDI the taxlnl diatrlct ill wbIc:h the application II to be 
1& filed ... l(IpI'OYed punuant to tbilut. 
28 5. Aa appIieatlan for ID exemption be~r IhaI1 be filed 
17 with the _r of the taxial dJatrlc:t cia ,or before OCtober 1 of 
28 the preta year. U the _ SEor determlna that the impnwemeat 
18 or improY..-ati ant ....... ad oec-.ry to· fuWtate the ... 
30 IIId .....bWty of the real JI1'OP8I1J' .., the penn....tly and 
31 tot.u, diMbJed naideat, tb8 ...Ml)r, may apptYe the 
32 llIP1icattaa for exempttaD. ,If the ~r detenniDel tbiat ODe or 
33 more of the impmY....ta are not Dec"'" In faciUtattns the 
34 _ aDd aa:.IibUityof.the property by the eli..... resident, the 
3& _ ..101' may approve the appU~tk." for .,..ptioD for only 
38 *- impIo¥ements the .....r detennineau necessary in 
37 f.mutatlng that ... and uceBbility. 'The ........1' Ib8ll 
38 detenable the __ed Yalueof the imployemeata IIPPl'GYed in 
38 the application and IIball IUbtract that value fl'Olll the total 
40 ....... Yaluatiall of the qualified resident".relllproperty. 
-It 8. In additiall to aD)' informatiall'nK(uIr8d on the application 
42 fonn by the, Director of the Division err, Taxation, the 'quaUlied 
43 resident, In the appl1c:atiall, lIhaII ata. 'that every fact 
44 __Ual to support a cJaim for ... exemPtt-1iennmder. ex1ata on 
4& OCtober 1 of the intax year and that the appUclIlt is: 
48 a. A c:ltla. IIDd __t of tbtI State; 
47 b. 'nut owner of the dweIUDa : aDd 
48 .:. A I811dent of die dWeWna · In the· a... that the 
48 dllablec! peflllft is a .meaiberof the· 18Ild8a'" .~14· and.not 
&0 the owaer, the owaer 1bII181tablllb that the OWIIIiIr:. the 
&1 dIIabIld ......Id ·an MlideDtioftbe ~ ...... 
12 In Idditkla. tile quaIUled tlball·baClude '• ...,...'. 
&3 certificate Dr the 8Dc:ialSecUfttyAdilWdatrat.... '. clrtiftcate 
&4 yedlytq the penn....t and total dllablUty•. 
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7. A flied with_ approved .., the _lllDr 
an 'ter thI·elfeaUv. at. of tbiI lOt IMIl COntin.. ·1n fol"C8 

3 ,... .,. •• puthenllter wtu.it the 1lIIO_it, tor further 
4 ella uthe qualified"'t Iball be entitled to 811 

I tiaIl~. 'I1Ie _r~. at IIIJ tlml. 'nqub:e the . 
8 "'of.DeW .....tkia or lIlY proof. u the 1iI111Dr. deem 
7 
8 

- ..arr. to- IItab1IIb the dabt of the quiUfted n.tdent to""lIIIGa 01 the eanaptloa. It IIbaIl be the dutJol IVery 
8 quaUfted NIldInt to Infonn the IllellDr of a chqt'lD .tatul or . 

to prapertJ which IRIJ aflect the rilbt to contJnuancI 01 the 
11 .....,uaa. 
12 .. 'I1Ie DlNetor 01 the Division of Taxation may pmmulaata 
tS ..............t... IDd pnlCrlbe fOnnl DlC8II8IY to Imp_ent 
14 tIdI.t. 
11 I. A JIIIIDD aanlVed br an action of tha ...lOr may appeal 
18 to tile CCMltJ baud 01 tuatloa or the tax court. u applOPd.ta. 
17 10. 'I1dI act Iball take effect upoD approvll1 of "-'ably 
18 Caucuu..t a.....tkm No. 27 01 1110. DOW pendI... before the 
18 ........tare. br tile wters 01 tbII StatelDd Ihall be ,-cable lor 
zo the ftnt full tax ,... occ:urrInI at 18ut 90 de,. aftar that 
21 1IIIPIOV1I1 .... to eac:b tax JUI' thereaftlr. 
D 
IS 
It STATEMENT 
II 
• ..,. bill eutborlzeB a tax eumption .Ior. improvements to 
27 wbicb ue to lactUtate. tblt we aad 
28 ltJ 01 tile ..... for perm t1y and totally .....ed 
ZI PI"-l8IidlaIan the propea1}'. 
30 1'l1li ........ IIIUIt fUe an application lor exemption by 
SI ~ .1 01 the pretax year aad. if IPPl'Oved. tbIt nnmlcipal , 
S2 _IIIR it directed to determlu the .....d -value 01 the 
sa ......_'- IDd -'tnct it fmm the totll1 111111811 value of the 
34 
1& 
38 

pnIp&ltJ. 0Dce1ltlbUlbed. the eUalbWty tortb8exemptiOn will 
·ba· force· for u kmI u the dIub1ed"p8I'DI'c:onttm8 to 
til ... ~ ... the dweIUaa'iI owned..,. a -qualiIied

S7 ~""t of the Stata. 
38 1'l1li bIIllballDot .. into effect __ ad until • CGDIUtutu.I 
S8 _ .................. ~bIy ConGurrani a-iutton 
40 No. 27 ,of 1"" Ia ·...,rovedbr the wtalB.. ccia8t1tutlonai 
41 amendment Titl8 vm. Section 1 of tbeConlIItltution to 
42 autbod.a ll'llltiDa of the property lex lXemption. 
4S 

44 ... 
48 

" 47 Provides lor a tax exemptloa.an oert. ImpI'OY..enta to 
48 dweWna .... to factlitata their we br diIabled peraw. 



A355 
3 

1 the armed forces, application for a motor vehicle operator's 
2 license, application for admission into college and any other 
3 activity requiring written parental consent. The long-tenn foster 
4 parent shall infonn the division of any written parental consent 
5 that the long-tenn foster parent gives. 
6 b. The long-term foster parent is not authorized to consent to 
7 the foster child's adoption or to a name change for the child. 
8 8. A child placed in long-tenn foster care custody on petition 
9 by the division is eligible to receive the same services and rate of 

10 maintenance as any other child in foster care pursuant to section 
11 27 of P.L.1951, C.138 (C.30:4C-27). 
12 9. The transfer of custody to a long-term foster parent shall 
13 neither create nor terminate any legal responsibility for the 
14 support of the child by the parent, nor shall anything in this act 
15 be construed to terminate or limit any rights or benefits of the 
16 child, derived from the child's parent, including, but not limited 
17 to, rights relating to inheritance, social security and insurance. 
18 The transfer of custody to a long-tenn foster parent shall not 
19 tenninate the parental rights of the parent. 
20 10. The Commissioner of Human Services shall promulgate 
21 rules and regulations pursuant to the" Administrative Procedure 
22 Act," P.L.1968, c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et seq.) necessary to 
23 effectuate the purposes of this act. . 
24 11. This act shall take effect immediately. 
25 
26 
27 STATEMENT 
28 
29 This bill permits the Division of Youth and Family Services 
30 (DYFS) in the Department of Human Services to file a petition in 
31 the family part of the Chancery Division of the Superior Court to 
32 transfer a foster child to long-term foster care custody under the 
33 following conditions: 
34 a. The child is at least 12 years old, or there are unique 
35 circumstances which make the child's age irrelevant; 
36 b. DYFS has, for at least one year, unsuccessfully made 
37 documented efforts to reunite the child with the biological family; 
38 c. DYFS has, for at least one year, unsuccessfully made 
39 documented efforts to place the child for adoption, or has 
40 determined that adoption is not in the child's best interest; and 
41 d. The child has resided as a foster child in the home of the 
42 persons seeking long-tenn foster care custody for at least one 
43 year and wishes to remain there. 
44 The bill further provides that: 
45 a. Long-term foster care custody shall begin upon order of the 
46 court and remain in effect until the child's 18th birthday; 
47 b. The court shall have continuing jurisdiction to modify or 
48 revoke an order for long-term foster care custody; 
49 c. A foster parent who is granted long-term foster care 
50 custody has the authority to consent to any activity requiring 
51 parental consent and shall inform DYFS of any written parental 
52 consent given; 
53 d. The long-term foster parent is not authorized to consent to 
54 the foster child's adoption or to a name change for the child; and 



ASSEMBLY SENIOR CITIZENS
 
AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO
 

~EMBLY, No. 355 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: MAY 4, 1992 

The Assembly Senior Citizens and Social Services Committee 
favorably reports Assembly Bill No. 355. 

This bill pennits the Division of Youth and Family Services 
(DYFS) in the Department of Human Services to file a petition in 
the family part of the Chancery Division of the Superior Court to 
transfer a foster child to long-tenn foster care custody under the 
following conditions: 

a. The child is at least 12 years old, or there are unique 
circumstances which make the child's age irrelevant; 

b. DYFS has, for at least one year, unsuccessfully made 
documented efforts to reunite the child with the biological family; 

c. DYFS has, for at least one year, unsuccessfully made 
documented efforts to place the child for adoption, or has 
detennined that adoption is not in the child I s best interest; and 

d. The child has resided as a foster child in the home of the 
persons seeking long-tenn foster care custody for at least one year 
and wishes to remain there. 

The bill further provides that: 
a. Long-tenn foster care custody shall begin upon order of the 

court and remain in effect until the child s 18th birthday; I 

b. The court shall have continuing jurisdiction to modify or 
revoke an order for long-tenn foster care custody; 

c. A foster parent who is granted long-tenn foster care custody 
has the authority to consent to any activity requiring parental 
consent and shall infonn DYFS of any written parental consent 
given; 

d. The long-tenn foster parent is not authorized to consent to 
the foster child I s adoption or to a name change for the child; and 

e. The transfer of custody to a long-tenn foster parent does not 
create or tenninate any legal responsibility for the child I s support 
by the biological parent, nor does it tenninate the biological 
parent I s parental rights. 

This bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 1992 session 
pending technical review. As reported, the bill includes the changes 
required by technical review which has been perfonned. 



SENATE WOMEN'S ISSUES, CHILDREN 
AND FAMILY SERVICES COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO LAW Lfi3RA~l( r ... ~l 
" '-'v; ~ 

DO NOT REMOvEASSEMBLY, No. 355 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY MCvn~ LON oa 
~rC~ ),~tt~f!Jl M\tl 

DATED: OCTOBER 1, 1992 

The Senate Women's Issues, Children and Family Services 
Committee favorably reports Assembly Bill No. 355. 

This bill permits the Division of Youth and Family Services 
(DYFS) to file a petition in the family part of the Chancery Division 
of the Superior Court to transfer a foster child to long-term foster 
care custody under the following conditions: 

a. The child is at least 12 years old, or there are unique 
circumstances which make the child I s age irrelevant; 

b. DYFS has, for at least one year, unsuccessfully made 
documented efforts to reunite the child with the biological family; 

c. DYFS has, for at least one year, unsuccessfully made 
documented efforts to place the child for adoption, or has 
determined that adoption is not in the child I s best interest; and 

d. The child has resided as a foster child in the home of the 
persons seeking long-term foster care custody for at least one year 
and wishes to remain there. 

The bill further provides that: 
a. Long-term foster care custody shall begin upon order of the 

court and remain in effect until the child I s 18th birthday; 
b. The court shall have continuing jurisdiction to modify or 

revoke an order for long-term foster care custody; 
c. A foster parent who is granted long-term foster care custody 

has the authority to consent to any activity requiring parental 
consent and shall inform DYFS of any written parental consent 
given; 

d. The long-term foster parent is not authorized to consent to 
the foster child's adoption or to a name change for the child; and 

e. The transfer of custody to a long-term foster parent does not 
create or terminate any legal responsibility for the child's support 
by the biological parent, nor does it terminate the biological 
parent's parental rights. 


	CHECKLIST
	FINAL TEXT OF BILL
	SPONSOR'S STATEMENT
	ASSEMBLY COMMITEE STATEMENT
	SENATE COMMITTEE STATEMENT

