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1992 Allembly No.1128 iF'", Rep"n" 

J AN ACT concernln, amof88ncy sirens and amending P.L.199t.
 
a c.47&.
 
3
 
4 BE IT ENACTED b» 'h" S"na'" and O"nera' Auemb'» 0/ ,"e
 
5 Sea,. 0/ New Jer,e»:
 
8 1. Section 1 of P. L.I99!. c.47& (C.13:10-4.2) is amsnd8d to
 
7 read u foUows:
 
8 1. a. A linn or other sound smlttln. device Uled to &Jert 
e ftretlpten 1(,J 2£1 other emersenc, 18"iCII personnel 110r the 

10 pubUc)1 of a fire or other emersency Iban be located no cloMr 
11 thin 1(5001 ugl fHt from any 1(lehool, lehool yard or 
12 pla,..und se"inI penons ~Ulller than 18 yeen of aiel 
13 el_tllY IChooI or adlacent Ie•• Ifrd or pllUl'OSl'ld. except 
14 that thia pmbibitlon thaU not ,ppl, to anx 111'811 or paid .mUinI 
II deylc:e that II Iocat" on the ,rem_ 01 a lire .tatlon or other 
18 'eeWt, operated bx a local fire department or force or flnt -JI& 
17 ,..or em' lIUIdl • 
18 'I)Ia IUblegtlan n not applY to IIlrtnl or other lIOUIId emtttinB 
18 device! placed 1n1ll'Vlc:' before lull 18. 1882 l[or to thole 
20 Placed In servic, aft,r that date at , Ie•• dlli_ted u an 
21 mernnc' ....It.r] , and located In mW11cipaUti. with a ~ 

Z2 population of 1_ tb!ll 2&.000 "!!DIll and with a population ; 
23 ....iY of more than 2,&00 "nons per IIIU8f8 mile. accord1ns to 
24 the lat.t federal dec.mlal a_. 
26 NothinB in thlt tublec:tlon shall baYe the effect of nltrictlna i26 the .. of a siren or other IOUIId .mtl. clevie, to alert the 
27 public of an emegencx IlUl'!Ulftt to the PIOVisiOlll of the JZ8 .....I'I8I!CY m8l!8Jl!lllBDt act. P.Ll842, c.2&1 (C.App. A:8-33 et 
28 _.), or any .Ucable federal laws or NlU1atlonl pertaining to 
3D emel'8!llCY p1enninl and preparedneHl. 
31 b. '!be Commillloner of Enviranm..tal Pl'Otection and !Aeqy 
32 IbalI pl'Omu1aate rul. and reaulationl necllllll'Y to carry out the 
33 )IUl'IIOIeS of this act punuant to the "Administrative Procedure 
34 Act,· P.L.I988, c.410 (C.62:14B-l et seq.). 
36 (el: P.LI991, c.476, &.1) 
38 2. 'I'biS act IhaI1 take effect immediately. 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 Pl'Ohibits sirens within 260 feet of schools except mider certain 
42 circumstances. 

EXPlANATlON-Matter enclosed in- bold-fac.d brack.ts [thus) in the 
above bill is not enacted and is int.nded to be oaitted in the la~. 

Matter underlined llii is new ..tt.,..
 
~tt.r enclosed in sup.rscript n~rals has be.n adopt.d as follows:
 

ASSeMbly amendMents adopted in accordanc. with Governor's 
r,cClllllMlndati ons SeptUM" 14, 1992. 
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AmlBLY"No. 1128
 
BrATE OF NEW JERSEy
 

INTRODUCED MARCH 23, 1992 

By AlBtmblymen FBLlCB, CATANIA,
 
DeClOCe end AIIemblywumll1 Heck
 

J AN ACT cone.minI em.rlIDCY lirena and amendlq P.L.~lIt,
 
2 c.471.
 
S
 
4 BB IT ENACTED ., 'h. Sena'. and G.n",.,,' A""', 01 'h.
 
5 SCate 01 N.. .I....,:
 
8 1. section 1 01 P.Ll881, c.41' (C.13:1G-4.2) is amended to 
7 read II follows: 
8 1. L A linn or other IOUftd em1UInI device used to 818rt 
8 finrtpt..... other emerpncy _"lca penonnel or the pubUc of 

10 a fin or other ....rpnc:y IIhall be located lID c:JoI8r than 100 feet 
11 flam ., school, school yud or plaJll'OUlld -rvinI penoIIlI 

12 JOUDPr tbID 18 J8UI 01 .... 
13 'Ddt....t. Iball IIDt apply to Ii... or other IOUnd _ttlac 
14 ....pi- in .me! belore July 18, 1892 or to thole placed 
1& 1D....1Iter that date at alCbool .....tecl .. aD 8IIlI,..,_er.18 
17 .. 'I1Ie CcImmJIIIoner 01 Fnvil'OlURentai Pl'Otectlgp ad .... 
18 IbaII JIIGIIIuIIat••11 ad resulationl nec..., to CIftJ out the 
18 ....... of this act puIIUII1t to lb. •Adminl8traU". P1'Ocedure 
20 Act,· P.Ll988, c.410 (C.&2:148-1 et seq.). 
21 (c:f: P.Lt..t. c.41~. lot) 
ZZ Z. 11da act IIhall tlke effect immediately. 
23 
24 
2& STATDfENT 
Z8 
21 1'biI bill amead8 P.L.t..t. c.41& which requil8l that ....... 
Z8 to alert ftreliaht..... emerpncy _rric:e Pll'IDDIlttlor the pubUc of 
28 • file or other em.1'I1DC)' be lac:ated lID elo8er thin &00 f.t fl'Olll 
30 a sc:bool. lIChool yad or pla,.round. The 8II1enc1men.. wou1d Umlt 
31 this requirement to those 8l'8111 placed In _mee .Iter the 
32 effective date 01 the exlstins law, July, t8, t892. 1be 
33 amendments 8lIo would exclude from c:ompUanc:e IDJ liNn 
34 lacated at • IChool dlllisnated u en emel'lenC)' Ibelter. 
3& 
38 
37 
38 
38 Penni.. exiltlnl sirens within 600 It. ollChools. 

EllPLANATlOII-MItter etlcl0.ed in bold-faced bracket. tthu.] hi the 
alloYe bin it not enacted and h intended to be .itted in \h. law. 

Matt.r und.rHntd 1IIIIa h new ..tt.r. 



ASSEMBLY LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMI'M'EE 

I ' 

STATEMENT TO " 

AmfBLY, No. 111.
 

STATE OF lEW JERSEy
 

DATED: APRIL 8. 1992 

The A-..blr Local Gcwemment Commlttee flvorabl, nportl 
AlHmblr 8IU No. 1128. 

A-.mbb' BID No. 1128 uneadI P.L1891. a...,1 which requt_ 
that II,.. URd to alert ftreftlhterl. .....1'I111Cf MMee Pll'IDIIIIIl 
or tile publla of a fiN or other .....fIIIICf be 1acIted no elOllr thin 
Il1O feet Inn a ....1. IChooI ,aid or plarpound. Tba ameDdmeata 
prOI'QIIId Ia tbiI bill would lImlt tbII requlremlDt to tbaII .... 
pIM:ed iD l8rvice after the effective date of the ailtinl law. 
July 18. 1.. .... would exclude fl'Olft complllllC8 ..., llrea 
located at alClhool deII t. u en .....1'I111G)' nlter. 
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 \, SENATE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

-

AmfBLY, No.H28 

SlATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED: JUNE 1, 1992 

The senate Law and PubUc Slret)' Committee ravorabl)' reports 
Allembl)' 8lU No. 1128. 

1'hII bill amends P.L.I991. c.41& (C.t3:1G-4.2) which requires 
that alfttftI UI8d to alerl flnfilhtel'l. emeraency HMce Pll'IOnnel 
or the public of a fin or other emersenc)' be located lID cloler than 
aoo reet fl'Olll alChool. IChooI yard or plaYlround. 1be amendments 
would Umlt this requinment to thole alnna placed in Hl'Ylee after 
the .ffectlve date of that law. lui)' 16. 1892. The amendments_ 
would exclude from compliance Ifty alnn located ata IChaoI 
deIi..ted • 1ft emerpncy shelter. 

Ita reported br the committee. thia bID is Identical to Senate 
BiD 888 of 1882. 
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$UHi': OF \·~C'fl! )':~SIl:Y 

;'~;<~';'JTIYI i)'I'AIl.TM hiT 

ASSEM&LY BILL NO. 1128 

To the General Aaaaably: 

Purauant to Article V, Sec~ion I, paragraph 14, of the ifew 

Jeraey conatitution, I hera""ith retutn As••1lb1y Bill N'l.o. 1128 with 

my Ob~ectiona for raconaid.ration. 

Aaaeably Bl\l No. 112~ "."d8 P.L. 1991, Ct 475, Which requirea 

that airena uaM to alert tire fightara, e.ergency aervice personnel 

or the pu~lic of a fire or oth.x e.erg6Dcy ~e loc6tad,no clo..r than 

500 feet frOll a achool, achool yard or pla)'9'rouncS aervinC) per.ona 

younger ~n 11 yean of .ge~ '1'hi. b!l1 would limit tht. 

reqQir..-nt to ~boae airens placed in ••rvic. atter July 16, 19'1, 

the effec:tive date of P.L. 1991, c,. 475, ta"d would alao (ltxc].ude from 

COIIPl1ance any new ainn loc&ted at a lICh~l d.aiCJNlte4 .a en 

_qancy .elter. 

%n aiCJft1n9 P.L. 1••1, c. 475 into law, % believed there wa. 

villdoa in protectinq our yoUftq.tara frOll the trauma and di.turbaDce 

of .iran bl.~ durinq. their achool hour.. The recent pa••C). of 

Aaaablybill No. 1128 indicatu the Le~1s1ature'. de.i~'61 1:0 refine 

the 90111. of the origtnal bill by Clir.taUing the current prowi.ions 

of State lav that prohibit ;;be 0. of edating .ir_ located in 

cloae proxi.ity to .~hool.. Ai'! a re.ult, thia new 189i.lat101l 

r~tlecta an in~~nt to strike a dift.ra~t bnlance ba~een the 9081 of 

protacting ~ur children ana ~. need to ~ini~ize the po.aible ~oat r 
and diaruptiob to the ~genciea Q~rating th9Re sirens. I 

! 

While the <:Qllplete i1gJ."..ndfa'thel'ing" ot existinq ai.rena would. 

cert.ainly enable our mUH1dI~aU,ti~~ ~~ avoid tbe expeuii' ot 

relocating exbting ti~,t'ens, 1 1JI11I C'oi"cemed tbl. il\pproClch '!i&1' place 

too little emphasis on the w~11-bein9 of the children pot~ntially 

affected by exi.ting sirens. I share the L8gi.lature'~ de.i~e to 

avoid impoaing any add~t!o"ll1, ,...nnecessr.ry co.t.· ",pon 

municipalities, but I believe '~hera j,ii a 'bo.tter appL"',1'-M t~r 

balancin9 the need 1;,-" prl.)·"f>~e OU;L' ~l'd,:;':J~'aln with the :pt'lt'tntlal 

budgetary impa~t ot the C\1r:nmt pr(l~)J.to-.lti"n on the 05",ration of 

siren. near .ch~ols" 
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,...." •.. ,..,.". ~".iIt..I<l<..._. " , 

ST.."'TI: cr NEW .ll'm~l!!V 
,~::<lc::rrIY": D....\II'rM~~1' 

As a result, % .m propg.ing • numbar of amendments to narrow and 

refine the soope of this noi•• Q~~t~ol prC9~&~' First, I recommend 

j- an a.enaent to limit the appUe~biUt.y (')! tne c\\rrent prohitlition 

to axi.ting .irans that ara located within a 2&0 foot 4i.tance of 

any el.entuy .chool or playground. adjacent to any elementary 

school. '1'hia propeAl ia oonsistent with technical guideline. 

i ..ued by ~e F.erd BaeZ9anqr Mal\ag__nt Agttncr (l'DIA)beUCS ulK\n 

a .cientific analysia ot the imp!lct. of sh'en.. blasts 01\ he.,r1ng.. ror 

exaaple, 1:I1••e guide11nes cl..arly advis. state and. local .uthod~ie. 

to avoid sound-sensitive loc~t1~n., such •• .chool.and ho.pital., 

~n tbe plac..-nt of warning .i~~n&. 7n addition, cur~&nt facse~al 

9'Iidel1n_ eIlIpIaasica that per.":)na .houleS net ~ in clo.e proxillity • 
to activated vam1ng sift,... A!J a reault, the propo.oes chall9.s % as 

ncc.aendlftg vill ..intaln a nece.nry d89r.. of protection fo~' our 

youngest, Mat vulurable children, who would o~el'Wise " expo8eeS 

to theH cUsrup1:icma duriD9 their. school day•.. 

8ecoD4, % _ recem.ending a provision to authorize the continu-' 

use of all .inns, including thoRe located at elementary 8Cbools, to 

alert t.be public of any imminent areawide ..eJ:CJency or dis••tear in 

accozdaftce vith tbe procedures prescribed by the State'. -J:CJ8DCY 

~t act 01' any app11cable tederal law. or r89Ulation.. !biB 

provision vill enable our 8t~t. and localotfic1.la to cont-lnueto 

perfon their vital emerc;ancy planning and. preparedness functions as 

provided in existiD9 State .!md federal programs. % UI also 

proposing	 an exemption for. those si~en8 that bave traditionally been 

placed on	 t:.be premi.es of fire statiOris Md.· other facUiti. 

operated. by our local fire daprilil,'t.Jacanta and ftillerqency r.scue squads. 

Pinally, to .inim1ze the potential fiscal s~ra1n on the budgets 

of smaller, volunteqr fire depart~ent&, I am proposing that certain 

of our State's smaller t~wnsh1p8 and buroughs be exempted t?,~~ the 

requir..ents of the 199::1. act.. ';L'tds .tli~utOry exqllllpt10n wou.14 _ 

limited to thos.small muni~1pa11ties that hav~ higher popUlation 

,Q	 densities, since these towns are likaly to face much gr.atar 

difficulty and expense in fil\ding satistactory, alternatlye .lte. 

for any displaced ti~e sirens. 
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~:X.HC~JTIV~ 1'i.~i~; "~·:~:~·n· 

Tb.r~~or., .1 tUlr..",J. ti": ~..t:lrn ~.9ir.'Smt:2.y Bill No.1US anct 

reco...n4 th~t it b••••nd.~ ~a fol'Qw~. 
r"'-"

1'1"'.'".'" 11t'.tt:'E1f.:tc;htars" de]at. ","_J-­
1mua.:r:t "or" and aft..r "p.rBoM.l"
delet.- 1101' thepUbUc" 

Eta 1, s.c1jign 1, LiM~:	 4elct,e lI~OO" iris.rt "250" 

PIg. 1, S.ctipn 1, LiD" 11-12:	 d.1et.in its antiraty and inaart 
"f2:'oll any a1...ntary. school or 
adjeo.nt sohool yard or 
plaY9round, axcapt .that ~18 
prohibition shall not apply to any
sir.n or sound _ittiD9 d.vice 
that 18 located on the prai... of 
a fir. station or oth.r facility
operated by a local fir. 
dapartll.nt or forca or fi:;:,t aid, 
r ••cu. or "'J:9ancy squad." 

PIg. 1, S.c1jipD 1, Lin•• 14-16:	 d.letw in it, .ntir.ty and iDHrt 
"d.vic.s placed in service befor. 
July 16, 1912 and located in 
lIlunicipaliti.s with a population
of 1.s. than 25,000 person, an4 
wit~ • population denaity of .ar. 
than Z, 1500 persqna per square
.11., ~c:coJ:diDCJ .to ~. lat:.at 
feeS.ral d.c.nnia1 c.nlue. 

Nothing in th18 sul»s.c:t:ion 
ahall bav. the .ffect of 
r ..tricting the usa Qf a .iren or 
other sound aitting device to 
al.rt th. public ot an elMJ:9CICY 
pursuant to the provisions ot t.b8 
...rq.ncy manageaent .act (C. App.
A:t-33 .t ,.q.) or ~y applicabl.
f.d.ral lava or regulatlcma 

emergency planniDCJ 
. 

, -,.,:.:--,;.'-,,' 
__"~ ......_'••111,: .• -__,, 
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.\SSEMBLY, No. 1128 
(Sponsmad by ~emblymen FE!JCE and CATANIA) 

W~CE §&CJIQti.l..I~ READ. 
1. Section 1 of !l.L.1991, c.475 (C.13:1G-4.2) is amended to 

read as follows: 
1. ~. A siren or other sound emitt.ing device used to alert 

firefighters 1[,J ~l other emergenr.:y services personnel 1[0'!' the 
public]1 'Jf a fire or other emergenr:;" shall be located no clos&r 
than 1[500J 2ti01 feet from any 1[school, school yard or 
playground serving persons younger than 16 years of age] 
elementary school or adJacent schooLyard or playground, except 
that this prohibitiop shall not applt to any siren or sound emitting 
device that is located on the premises of a fire station or other 
facility operated by a 10Cdi fire department or force or first oid, 
!.~ emergency sgl1.adJ . 

This subsection shall not~lY ~(\ sirens or other sound e~ittillg 

devices placed in ser-.ir.e· before Iul~ 16, 1992 l[or to those 
maced in service after tb!1t date at a school designated as an 
emergency shelter] ~ and located in municiI!alities with a. 
poJ?Ulation of less. tj@:L 25.000 EersQrlS and with a popw-!-tion 
density of mort" thClfl 2,500 persons per square mile, according to 
the latest feder~l decennial cens\!!.-. 

Nothing in thi§ s\~~~ection sh~U!!!ye tl:!.t;: effect of restrictll~ 

.Lh.~~_ of a sir~n (ll' 0t!Ier sound ~!J.!.ittin8.,Aevice to alert .the 
pubEe ,of ..an emergencL~Q!£!.l1Ilt to thl:l provisions of tlle 
!t'!1erge!:,cy managemen.!.. ~c.kLk.19~2. (;,?5:i.JC.App. A:9-33 et 
~~g.). or any aI!Phcflbl(~ [t:deral Jaws or .l'~~ions pertaining to 
emergenc~ingand Q.!:"lt!..a~ednessl. 

b. The Commissiontlr of Envirnnmental Protection and Ener~y 

shall promulgate rules d:/O rcguiatiulls nect:ssary to carry out the 
purpose:; of this /lct PW'SUilJlt to the .. Administrative Procedure 
Act," P.L.1968, c.HO (C.E2:14B-l et seq.). 
(ef: P. L.1991, c.175, 5.1) 

REPLACE SYNOPSI§ l',Q..RI:~ 

Prohibits sirens within 250 feet 'If schools excf'pt lJ~lder cer i lhJ) 

circumstances. 
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