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P.L.1882, CHAPTER 122, approved October 22, 1992
1892 Assembly No. 1128 (First Reprint)

AN ACT concerning emorgency sirens and amending P.L.1901,
G476,

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
State of New Jersey:

1. Section 1 of P.L.1801, c.476 (C.13:1G-4.2) is amendad to
read as follows:

1, 8. A siren or other sound emitting device used to alert
fivefighters 1[,] or! other emergency services personnel for the
public]! of a fire or other emergency shall be located no closer
then 1{500) 250! feet from any 1llschool, school yard or
playground serving persons younger than 18 years of agel

el L or cent ] yard or except
t not apply ¢ ren or emit
e_that is located on remises of a fire station or other
facility operated by a local fire department or force or first aid,
rescue or emergency squadl.
M&gmmw

devices placed in gervice before July 16, 1992 lfor to those
placed in service after that date at a school designated as an
emergency shelter] , and located in municipalities with a

population of less than 25000 persons and with a_population
ty of more than 2,500 persons per mile, acco: 10

the latest federal decennial census.

Nothing in this subsection shall have the effect of restricting
the use of a siren or other emitting device to alert the

of an eme t to the ons of the
eme m ent act, P.L.1942, ¢.251 (C.A A:9-33 et

seq.), or any applicable federal laws or regulations pertaining to
emergency planning and preparedness?.

b. The Commissioner of Environmental Protection and Energy
shall promulgate rules and regulations necessary to carry out the
purposes of this act pursuant to the "Administrative Procedure
Act,” P.L.1968, c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et seq.).

(cf: P.L.1991, c.475, 5.1)
2. This act shall take effect immediately.

Prohibits sirens within 250 feet of schools except under certain
circumstances. :

EXPLANATION--Matter -enclosed in bold-faced brackets ([thus] in the
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter. ’

vattor enclosed in superscript numerals has been adopted as follows:
Assembly amendments adopted in accordanco with Governor's
recommendations September 14, 1
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ASSEMBLY, No. 1128
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED MARCH 23, 1982

By Assemblymen FELICE, CATANIA,
DeCrocs and Assemhlywomen Heck

AN ACT conceming emergency sirens and amend!ng‘ P.L.;nl.
C.475.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
State of New Jersey:

1. Section 1 of P.L.1991, c.478 (C.13:1G-4.2) is amended to
read as follows:

1. & A siren or other sound emitting device used to alert
firefighters, other emergency services personnel or the public of
a fire or other emergency shall be located no closer than 500 feet
from any school, school yard or playground serving persons
younger than 16 years of age.

This subgection shall not apply to sirens or other sound emitting
devices placed in service before July 16, 1992 or to thoss pleced
in servige after that date at a school designated as an emergency
sheiter.

b. The Commissioner of Environmental Protection and Energy
shall promulgate rules and regulations necessary to carry out the
purposes of this act pursuant to the "Administrative Procedure
Act,” P.L.1068, c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et seq.).

(cf: P.L.1991, c.475, s.1)
2. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill amends P.L.1991, ¢.475 which requires that sirens used
to alert firefighters, emergency service personnel or the public of
a fire or other emergency be located no closer than 500 feet from
a school, school yard or playground. The amendments would limit
this requirement to those sirens placed in service after the
effective date of the existing law, Jjuly 16, 1992, The
amendments also would exclude from compliance eny siren
located at a school designated as an emergency shelter.

Permits existing sirens within 500 ft. of schools,

EXPLANATION--Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets fthus] in the
above bi11 s not enacted and fs intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus s new matter.
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ASSEMBLY LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 1128
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: APRIL 8, 1802

The Assembly Local Government Committes favorably reports
Assembly Bill No, 1128.

Asssmbly Bill No. 1128 amends P.L.1091, c.478 which requires
that sirens used to alert firefighters, emergency service personnsl
or the public of a fire or other emergency be located no closer than
800 feet from a school, school yard or playground. The amendments
proposed in this bill would limit this requirement to thoss sireus
placed in service after the effective date of the existing law,
fuly 16, 1092, and slso would exclude from compliance any siren
located at & achool designated as an emergency shelter.




SENATE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No, 1128
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: JUNE 1, 1802

The Senate Law and Public Safety Committee favorably reports
Assambly Bill No. 1128.

This bill amends P.L.1981, ¢.476 (C.13:1G-4.2) which requires
that sirens used to alert firefighters, emergency service personnel
or the public of a fire or other emergency be located no closer than
500 fest from a school, school yard or playground. The amendments
would limit this requirement to those sirens placed in service after
the effective date of that law, July 16, 1992, The amendments also
would exclude from compliance any siren located at a school
designated as an emergency shelter.

As reported by the committee, this bill is identical to Senate
Bill 669 of 1002,
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S ATE OF MNaw JERSEY
HATSUTIVE DDEPARTMENT

ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 1128

To the General Assenmbly:

Pursuant to Article VvV, Seciion I, Paragraph v:|.4. of the Hew
Jersey Constitution, I herewith return Asgembly Bill N... 1128 with
ny objections for recensideration.

Assembly Bill No. 1125 smends P.L. 1991, c. 475, which réquirea
that sirens used to alert fire fightars, emergency service personnel
or the pixbuc ol a fire or other ciurgmcy be locsted no closer than
500 feet from a school, school yard or playground serving persons
younger than 16 years of age. This bjill would limit this
raquirement to those sirens piaced in serxvice aftar July 16, 1991,
the effective date of P.L. 19291, c. 475, =iad would also axclude from
compliance any new siren _:I.oczat;od At a scﬁool designated as an
energency lh.ltci. | ' _

In signing P.L. 1991, c. 475 into law, I believed there was
wisdom in protecting our youngsters from the trauma and disturbance
of siren blasts during their school hours. The recent passags of
Assembly bill No. 1128 indicatar the Lsgislature’s desire to refine
the goals of the original bili by curtailing the auirtnt provisions
of State lawv that prohibit ihe use of existing sirens located in
close proximity to schools. Az a result, this new legislation
reflects an intent to strikea a differer: balance batween the goal of
protacting rmx children and xhe nead %o uiniwize the possible cost
and disrupticyn to the agencies oyerating these sirens.

While the cimplete fgrandfathering” of existing sirens would.
certainly enahle our musicipalitins 49 avold the expanss of
relocating existing sirens, I am concernad thig spproach way bpiace
too little emphasis on the wsll-being ¢Z the children potentially
affected by exi-tihg sirans. I share the Legislatura's- desire to
avoid imposing any additioral, unnaceserry é.ost:l upon
municipalities, but I believe *“here i a Latter apprasch for
balancing the need t¢ protsst our childvan with the 'putential
budgetary impact of the ourxent preiikition on the opsration of

sirens near schnois.
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As a result, I am proposing a number of hmendments to narrow and
refine the scope of this ngis‘e control pregisa. FPirst, I recommend
an amendment to limit the applicability of the current prohibition
to existing sirens ‘that are loéatbd within a 250 foot distance of
any elementary school or playgrounds adjacent to any elementary
school. This proposal is consistent with technical guidelines
issued by the Peder:sl Emergency Miiagemént Agency (FEMA) based upon
a scientific analysis of the iampact of s.!,£§n _blaasts on hu,ﬂng,_ Por
exaunple, these guidelines clsar:l.j adviss state and local suthorities
to aveid sound-sensitive locaiione, such as schools and hospitals,
in the placement of warning sirens. In addition, current federal
guidelines emphasita that perssns should nst be in close proximity
to activated varning siruns. s a result, the proposed changes I aa
recommending will maintain a necassary dagree of protaction for our
youngest, most vulnerable children, who would otherwise be exposed
to these d:l.stupt:loni during their school day. .

Second, I am recommending a provision to authorize the continued
use of all sirens, including those iocatcd at elamentary schools, to
alert the public of any imminent areawide emergency or disaster in
accordance with the procedures prescribed by the State’s emergency
managemsnt act or any applicable federal laws or regulations. This
provision will enable our stzts and local officials to continue to
perform their vital emercency planning and preparedness functions as
provided in existing State and federal programs. I am &lso
proposing an exemption for those sirenz that have traditionally been
places on the premises of fire stations and cother facilities
operated by our locgl fire depsrtments and azergency rescue squads.

Finally, to minimize the potential fiscal strain on the budgets
of zmaller, voluntecr fire departuents, I am proposing that certain
of our State’s smaller townships and boroughs be exempted fron the
requirements of. the 1991 act. This stacutory axsmption would ba
limited to those small municipalities that hﬁve higher populacion
densities, since these towns are likely to face much gresater
difficulty and expense in finding matisfactory, alternative sites

for any displaced fire sirens.
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Thers.Zore, 1 hacewit= raturn ressmily Bill No. '11%8 and
recommend that it ba amende! sz foliows: '

_j — Pace ), Section 1, ILine 9: manpe Holre fighters” delete ",
, . . insaxt “or" and after "personnel¥
delsta "or the public*

w_z.._nm_m delets “'500” inisert "250"
Page 1, Section 1. Lines 13-1z: deleta in its antirety and insert

J , *from any elementary school or
: adjacent school yard or

\ . plnyground, except  that this
! prohibition shall not apply to any

siren or sound emitting device

that is located on the premises of

a fire station or other facility

operated by a locul fire
| department or force or first aid, :
j rescue oxr emergsncy squad,® :

Page 1. Section 1, Lines 14-16: delete in its entirety and insert

T , ndevices placed in service before
July 18, 19%2 and located in
municipalities with a population
of lass than 25,000 persons and

: with a population density of more

; than 2,500 persons par sguare
mile, accoxding to thae latsst

: : . o fedaxal decennial census. i

Nothing in this subsection
- shall have the effect of

' restricting the use of a siren or
cther sound emitting device to
alert the public of an sasrgsncy
pursuant to the provisions of the
cper¢ency msnagement act (C. App.
A:9-33 et seq.)} or any applicable
federal laws or regulations )
pertaining to emergency planning
and_preparedness. P

>— --

Attest: | : 2 |
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Chief Counsel to the Governor




08/15/92bd Document ID 138

01/1535 LP oo18
SR 0125
TR 0076
CONDITICMAL VETO
to

ASSEMBLY, No. Li

(Sponsorad by Assernblymen FE!ICE and CATANIA)

WML&M

1. Section 1 of P.L.1991, ¢.475 {C.13:1G-4. 1] is amended to
read as follows:

1. a. A siren or other sound emitting device used to alert
firefigaters 1[,] or? other emergency services personnel l[or the
public]! of a fire or otlier emersensy shall be located no closer
than 1[500] 250! feet from any [school, school yard or
playground serving persons younger than 16 years of age]
elementary school or adjacent schoo) yard or playground, except
that this prohibition shall not apply to any siren or souid emitting
device that is located on the premises of a fire station or other
facility operated by a local fire department or force or first aid,
rescue or emergency squad’,

This subsection shall not apply i¢ sirens or other sound emitting
devices placed in servirne before July 16, 1892 lfor to_ those
placed in service after that date at a school designated as an
emergency shelter] , and located in municipalities with a
population of less than 25,000 persons and with a population
density of more thas 2,500 persons per sgquare mile, according to
the latest federal decennial census.

Nothizg in this subsection shall_have the effect of restrictiig
the_use of a siren or otber sound emitting device to alert the
public of an emergency pursuant tu the provisions of the
emergency management act, P.L.1942, ¢.251 (C.App. A:9-33 et
seq.). or any applicable federal laws or regulations pertaining to
emergency planning and preparedness?,

b. The Commissioner of Environmental Protection and Energy
shall promulgate rules a.d regulatiuns necessary to carry out the
purposes of this act pursuant to the "Administrative Procedure
Act,” P.L.1968, c.410 {(C.22:14B~1 et geq.),

(cf: P.L.1991, ¢. 175, s.1)

Prohibits sirers within 250 feet of schools except wader certain
circumstances.
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