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P.L.t993, f=HAPTER 41, approulld February 18.1993 

1992 Senate No. 1221 

J AN ACT concehuns inspect!on and plan review fees charpd by -
2 private ~tion agencies and amendina P.L.1976. c.217. 

3 

4 BE IT ENACT£D by tlte Senate _ Geftf!rGl Auembly 0/ tlte 

5 State 0/ New Jer-ey: 

6 1. Section 6 of P.L.t976, c.217 (C.62:27D-124) is amended to 
7 read as follows:: 

.. 8 6. The commissioner shall have all the powers necessary or ! 

9 convenient to ~ffectuate the purposes of this act, iooludins. but 
to not limited tO'i the following powers in addition to all others I11 granted by this act: j( 

12 a. To adopt, amend and repeal. after consultation with the l 
13 code advisory ~ard, rules: (1) relatins to the administration and f 
14 enforcement of this act and (2) the qualifications or licensing. or 
15 both. of all PeJ!SODS employed by enforcing agencies of the State 
16 to enforce this act or the code. except that. plumbing inspectors I· 
17 shall be subject to the rules adopted by the commissioner only 
18 insofar as such rules are comPlltible with such rules and I. 
19 regulations. regarding health and plumbing for public and private I,.20 buildings, as maY,be promulgated by the Public Health Council in 
21 accordanee with Title 26 of the Revised Statutes. 
22 b., To enter' into agreements with federal and State of New 
23 Jersey aganeies. after consultation with the code advisory board. 
24 to provide insofar as practicable (1) single-agency review of 
25 construction plans and inspection of construction and (2) 
26 intergovemmlllltal acceptance of such review and inspection to 
21 avoid unnecessary duplication of effort and fees. The 
28 commissioner shall have 'the power to enter into such agreements 
29 although the federal standards are not identical with State 
30 standards; provided that the same basic objectives are met. The 
31 commissioner shall have, the power through such agreements to 
32 bind the State of New Jersey and all govemmental entities 
33 deriving authority therefrom. 
34 c. To take testimony and hold hearings relating to any aspect 
35 of or matter relating to the administration or enforcement of this 
36 act, including but-not limit~ to prospective interpretation of the 
31 code so as to resolve inconsistent or conflicting code 
38 interpretations. and. in connection therewith, issue subpenas to 
39 compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of 
40 evidence. The commissioner may designate one or more hearingi.r~ 'C.


",'1 4 41 exaininers to hold public hearings and report on such hearings to 

I. ;'" .; 42 the commissioner.
:e 

EXPLANATlON-Matt,r' enclosed ill bald-faced brlck,ts [thus) in the 
MOlt' bfll is not enacted and is intlftded to be _itted in the law. 

MaUer underH.ned !.!w1 t, ft'" "Ul!'r. 
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1 d. To encourage, support or conduct, after consultation with 
2 the code adv~ry board, educational and training pro,rams for ... 	 3 employees. a,ants and inspectors of anforcing 88eooies, either 
4 tliroUah theD~partmant of Community Affairs or in cooperatiOn 
5 with other d.,...rtmantrfof State pemment, anforcing a,encies. 
8 educationalln$titutions. or associations of code officials. 
1 e. To study: the effect of this act and the code to ascertain 
8 their effect' upon the cost of building construction and 
9 maintenance, and the effectivanesa of their provisions for 

insurina the health, safety, and welfare of tbe people of the State 
11 of New Jersey: 
12 f. To mak~, establish and amend, after consultation witb the 
13 code advisory board, such rules 88 maybe necessary, desirable or 
14 proper to carry out his powers and duties under this act. 
15 g. To adopt, amend. and repeal rules and regulations providing 
16 for the chargtnl of and setting the amount of fees for the 
11 folloWing code enfoicement services. licenses or approvals 
18 performed or issued by the department.' pursuant to the "State 
19 Uniform Construction Code Act:" 

(1) Plan review,constructidn permits, certificates of 
21 occupancy, demolition pennits, moving of buildinl permits, 
22 elevator pennits and sip pelmits; and 
23 (2) Review of applications for and the issuance of licenses 
24 certifying an individual's qualifications to act as a construction 
26 code official, subcode official or IisSistantunder this act. 
26 (3) (Deleted by amendment, P.L.1983. c.338). 
21 h. To adopt. amend and repeal rules and resuIations providing 
28 for the charsing of and setting the amount of construction permit 
29 surcharse fees to be collected by the enforcing agancy and 

remitted to the department to support those activities which may 
31 be undertaken with moneys credited to tbe Uniform Construction 
32 Code Revolvins Fund. 
33 1. To adopt, amend and repeal rules and regulations providing 
34 for: 
35 (1) Setting the amount of and the charsing of fees to be paid 
36 to the department by a private a,ency for the review of 
31 app1icationsfor and the issuaDce of approvals authorizins a 
38 private agency to act as an on-site inspection and plan review 
39 agency or an in-plimt inspection lIeney; 

(2) The settm, of the· amounts of fees to be charged by a 
41 private agency for inspection and plan review services; provided, 
42 however, that such fees sba1l (be identical to) not be more than . 
43 those adopted and charged by the depertment when it serves as a I" 
44 local enforcement 888DCY pursuant to section 10 of P.L.1915, 
45 c.211 (C.52:21D-128): and 
46 (3) The fonnulation of standards to be observed by a 
41 municipality in the evaluation of a proposal submitted by a 
48 private lIency to provide inspection or plan review services 
49 within a municipality. 

j. To enforce and administer the provi8ions of the "State 
51 Uniform Construction Code Act." P.L.t91S, c.211 (C.S2:210-119 
52 et seq.) and the code promulaated thereunder, and to prosecute or 
53 cause to be prosecuted violators of the provisions of that act or 
54 the code promulgated thereunder in administrative hearings and 
55 in civil pmceedings in State and local courts. 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

S122., 
3 

. 
... 


... i ' 

1 k. To ~tor the compUance of local enfon:in& alenetes with 
2 the Pl'Ovl,liona of the "State Uniform Construction Code Act," 
3 P.L.19.,6.1 c.21" (C.52:2.,D-1l9 et&eq.). to ordercarrecUve action 
4 18 ma, ., nec8l881'1 where a Ioc.tl enforclna alenc, is found to 

be failinJ to catrv out its resJxm8ibilities under that act. to 
6 ., supplant !or replace the local enforoin& alene, for a specific 

project •. td to order it diIIolved·and replaced b, the department 
8 wheret~ local enforcin&Blene, repeatedly or hebitually fails to 
9 enforce~he provisions 01 the "State Uniform Construction Code 

Act." : 
11 (cf: P.L.l985, c.21. s.l) 
12 2. This a<?t shall teke effect immediatel,. 
13 
14 

STATEMENT 
16 
17 This bin amends the State Uniform Construction Code Act to 
18 eliminat~ the~uirement that fees charled b,private inspection 
19 alenclesibe Identical to those charaed by the Department 01 

Commun~t' Affairs (DCA) when it is the enforeina Ilency. The 
21 biUUmil,p the fees at the level charaed by DCA.. 
22 Costs ~urred by private inspection aaenc:ies8ncl DCA are not 
23 the S8m~. Therefore; private inspection ·alencies should be 
24 permitt~ to compete .with DCA by charainl lower lees, In 

additl~i th~ hl8har fees for private inspection Blencies have not 
28 neC88Iarily benefitted the private Bleneles becaUie of the lack of 
2., campaUtlan. 
28 WhIle private Blenc, fees should be Subject to reaulation in 
29 order to! prevenfprice-cuttinlattbeexpense of qualit,. the 

determ~tion of lair and reilonable . rates for. private Igencies 
31 should be a matter separate from thechataina of fees neceuary 
32 locavar the dePllrt'ment 's coats. 
33 
34 

36 
3., Eliminates requirementthet private ..-,in&pection and plan 
38 review lees be identical to DCA's under Uniform Construction 
39 Code. 
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2 the PIOvtltons of the !!Stah.. tJal1fuml Construction Code Act," 
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12 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

13 


i14 I 
1& STATEMENT I 

I18 ! ' 
17 This bill amends the State Umfonn Construction Code Act to I 

I 
!

18 eUminate the tequirement that fees charged by private inspection ! 
19 apncies be identical to those charled by the Department of 
20 Comnnmity Affairs (DCA) when it is the enforcing Blency. nae 
21 bill Umits the fees at the level charged by DCA. 
22 Costs incurred by private inspection Blencies and DCA are not I' 
23 the same. naerefore. private inspection agencies should be 
24 pennittedto compete with DCA by charging lower fees. J.. 

2& addition. the hiper fees for private inspection agencies have not 
28 necesaarily benefitted the private Bleneies because of the lack of 
21 competition. 
28 While private alency fees should be subject to resulation in 
29 order to prevent price-cutting at the expense of quality. the 
30 detennination of fair and reasonable rates for private asencies 
31 should be a matter separate from the charsins of fees necessary 
32 to cover the department I s coats. 
33 
34 
35 
38 
31 Eliminates requirement that private Bleney inspection and plan 
38 review fees be identical to DCA I s under Uniform Construction 
39 Code. 

http:P.L.19M.c.21


ASSEMBLY HOUSING COMMITI'a 

STATEMENT TO " 

SENATE, 10.1227 


Sl'ATE OF lEW JERSEY 


DATED: JANUARY 11. 1993 
i 
I 

The ~bly Housing Committee reports Senate BiD No. 1227 
favorabl)1. 

The ~ eliminates the requirement that fees charged by 
private ~tion agencies for inap8CtiorJs under the State 
Unifonn Construction Code be identical to those charged by the 
Departm~t of Community Affain (DCA). when it is acting as the 
Jocal enfk,rcement inspecting agency. Under the bill. private 
inspect. agencies may charse less, but not more than, the fees 
charged 1W DCA. 1'1lis will pennit private inspeGtion agencies to 
compete j with DCA by charging lower fees. Local enforcing 
agencies:wru remain responsible for full compliance with the 
"State VnifonnConstNCtlon Code Act," P.L.197S. c.217 
(C.52:27r)-119 et seq.) for inspections carried out by private 
agencies ,with which they have contracted. 

This biU is identical to .Aasembly. No. 1838 of 1992. 



SENATE COMMUNITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, 10.1227 
tt 5lATE'OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED: NOVEMBER 18,1992 

1be SeDate Community Affairs Committee favorably reports 
SeDate Bill No. 1227. 

SeDate Bill No. 1227 amends the "State Unifonn Construction 
Code Act." P.L.197S, c.2l7 (C.52:21D-1l9 et seq.) to eliminate the 
raqUlrament that fees c::harged by private inspection agencies be 
identical to those charged by the Department of Community Affairs 
(DCA) wtain it is the enforcing agency. The bill, instead, caps those 
fees at the level charged by DCA. 
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