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P.L.1993, CHAPTER 37, approved February 3, 1993
1992 Assembly No. 1425

1 AN ACT concerning county and municipal parks, open space, and
2 playgrounds, and amending R.S.40:12-10, R.S.40:12-12, and
3 R.S.40:12-14.

4

5 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the

6  State of New dersey:

7 1. R.85.40:12-10is amended to read as follows:

8 40:12-10. a. The governing body of every municipality or

9 county, in wh:ch the voters have adopted or shall adopt a

10 propnsitmn for the establishment [and]l , maintenance , and

11 improvement of a system of public recreation as hereinafter

12 pmvided ,,shall( establish {and] , .maintain, and improve, or

13 maintain and improve if already established, a system of public

14 recreation including parks, open space, and playgrounds, and shall

15  annually levy and appropriate for the establishment,

16 maintenance, and improvement thereof an amount [not less than . ’ '
17 the minimum nor more than the maximuin amount] in accordance ‘
18 with the:sum or rate specified in the petition and on the ballot, or

19 in the resolution and on the ballot, as hereinafter provided. .
20 b. The amount levied and appropriated pursvant to

21 R.5.40:12-10 -through R.S.40:12-14_may be in_addition to_any

22 other revenue or momg otherwise required or authorized to be

23 ‘ i
24
25 A
26 "Open gg_(_:e means land or water areas to be retained ained in a
27 largely - ggtura! or _undeveloped state, for purposes of, among

28  other t ,_provi arkland _or spaces mtectin
29 gglogjgaﬂx semitive areas, preserving flora and waldhfe.

30 i i

n

2

k]

14

35  {cf: R.5.40:12-10)

36 2. R.8.40:12-12 is amended to read as follows:

37 40:12-12., The proposition shall be in substantially the

38  following form:

39

40 "Shall the municipality or county of ......

41 []YES eatablish a system of public recreation including

42 pa _l;g, open space, and playgrounds, and annually

43 levy [and appropriate for the maintenance thereor

44 the sum of

45 {JNO  not less than ........ dollarts nor more than

16 weesnssensss dollars] the Of oeionninsse o OF @L

48

48

50

EXPLANATION~-Matter - gnclossd In boldefscad Brackets tthun) h the
above Bil1 is nat ond!ud and i intendad to ba omitied in the law,

Hatter undertined ﬂlm is new matter.
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It a majority of the votes cast on such mpoﬁtkm be in favor

. thcxaof it shall be adopled In municipalities or counties where

such a public recreation system W

gq suant __to_law, the question solely of maintenance and
rovemen may be submitted and referem:a to establishment
may be omitted.
fcf: R.5.40:12-12)
3. R.S.40:12-14 is amended to read as follows:
40:12-14. Any two or more municipalities’ may jointly establish

; 'Tand] maintain, and improve, ot maintainmand improve if already
'/established a public recreation system in_g_l,y_di_ng__mr_@;_ggm
space, and playgrounds, as provided in ‘[sections 40:12-10 to

40:12-13 of this title] R.S.40;:12- 10 through .S.40:12-13.
(cf: R.S5.40:12-14)
4. This act shall take effect immmediately.

STATEMENT

~ This bill would clarify and expand the authority that a county
or municipality currently has to place before the voters within its
jurigdiction a referendum on the issue of whether or not to
annually levy and appropriate the resulting revenue therefrom
specifically for. the establishment and maintenance of public
recreation systems, inciuding playgrounds, within the county or
municipality.

" The bill would provide that:

{1} The levy would be a set sum or rate, and not a range in
dollar amount as is currently the case, and that it may be in
addtuon to any other sources of revenue anthorized pursuant to
law;

(2) A referendum concemning a levy for the maintenance and
impmvemenl of a public recreation system may be conducted
msardless of how that public recreation system was established
pursuant to law; and

~{3) The revenue raised could also be used for 1mpmvemmts.

" The bill would also clarify that the ravamwe raised would be
used for the establishment and maintenance of, and
improvements to, county or municipal parhi ‘and "open space,” in
addition to playgrounds and other recreational areas.

Clarifies and expands authority of counties and municipalities to
raise revenue for, park establishmeni. maintenuma. and
improvements,
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"Shall the municipality or county of ......

[]1YES establish a system of public recreation including
parks, open space, and playgrounds, and annually
levy [and appropriate for the maintenance thereof

the sum of

[I1NO not less than ... dollars nor more than
............. dollars] the sum of ............. , or at a rate
of ....... ... s S0 _as to raise revenue for the

establishment, maintenance, and improvement of
the public recreation system, and annually
appropriate that revenue for that purpose?"

If a majority of the votes cast on such proposition be in favor
thereof, it shall be adopted. In municipalities or counties where
such a_public recreation system including parks, open space, or
playgrounds is already established, whether in accordance with
R.S.40:12-10 through R.S.40:12-14 or as otherwise authorized
pursuant to law, the question solely of maintenance and
improvements may be submitted and reference to establishment
may be omitted.

(cf: R.S.40:12-12) ,

3. R.S.40:12-14 is amended to read as follows:

40:12-14. Any two or more municipalities may jointly establish
[and] , maintain, and improve, or maintain and improve if already
established, a public recreation system including parks, open
space, and playgrounds, as provided in [sections 40:12-10 to
40:12-13 of this title] R.S.40:12-10 through R.S.40:12-13.

(cf: R.S.40:12-14)
4, This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill would clarify and expand the authority that a county
or municipality currently has to place before the voters within its
jurisdiction a referendum on the issue of whether or not to
annually levy and appropriate the resulting revenue therefrom
specifically for the establishment and maintenance of public
recreation systems, including playgrounds, within the county or
municipality.

The bill would provide that: :

(1) The levy would be a set sum or rate, and not a range in
dollar amount as is currently the case, and that it may be in

_addition to any other sources of revenue authorized pursuant to

law; :

(2) A referendum concerning a levy for the maintenance and
improvement of a public recreation system may be conducted
regardless of how that public recreation system was established
pursuant to law; and

(3) The revenue raised could also be used for improvements.

The bill would also clarify that the revenue raised would be
used for the establishment and maintenance of, and
improvements to, county or municipal parks and "open space," in
addition to playgrounds and other recreational areas.

Fl 1925




ASSEMBLY ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE-
STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No, 142
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DATED: JUNE 1, 1992

The Assembly Environment Commlttee favorably reports
Assembly No. 1425.

This bill would clarify and expand the authorlty that a county or
municipality currently has to place before the voters within its
jurisdiction a referendum on the issue of whether or not to annually
levy and appropriate the resulting revenue therefrom specifically
for the establishment and maintenance of public recreation
systems, including playgrounds, within the county or municipality.

The bill would provide that:

(1) The levy would be a set sum or rate, and not a range in
dollar amount as is currently the case, and that it may be in
addition to any other sources of revenue authorized pursuant to law;

(2) A referendum concerning a levy for the maintenance and
improvement of a public recreation system may be conducted
regardless of how that public recreation system was established
pursuant to law; and

(3) The revenue raised could also be used for improvements.

The bill would also clarify that the revenue raised would be used
for the establishment and maintenance of, and improvements to,
county or municipal parks and "open space,” in addition to
playgrounds and other recreational areas.



SENATE COMMUNITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No, 14%

STATE OF NEW JERSEY e

DATED: DECEMBER 10, 1992

The Senate Community Affairs Committee favorably reports
Assembly Bill No. 1425,

Assembly Bill No. 1425 would clarify and expand the authority
that a county or municipality currently has to place before the
voters within its jurisdiction a referendum on the issue of whether
or not to annually levy and appropriate the resulting revenue
therefrom specifically for the establishment and maintenance of
public recreation systems, including playgrounds, within the county
or municipality.

The bill would provide that:

(1) The levy would be a set sum or rate, and not a range in
dollar amount as is currently the case, and that it may be in
addition to any other sources of revenue authorized pursuant to law;

(2) A referendum concerning a levy for the maintenance and
improvement of a public recreation system may be conducted
regardless of how that public recreation system was established
pursuant to law; and

(3) The revenue raised could also be used for improvements.

The bill would also clarify that the revenue raised would be used
for the establishment and maintenance of, and improvements to,
county or municipal parks and "open space," in addition to
playgrounds and other recreational areas.

This bill implements one of the recommendations of the

Governor's Council on New Jersey Outdoors in its 1991 Annual
Report.
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