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• ASSEMBLY,No. 1342 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED MAY 4, 1992 

By Assemblyman SOLOMON, Assemblywoman DERMAN 
and Assemblyman Roma 

1 AN ACT concerning rights of action available to certain law 
2 enforcement officers, firefighters and emergency service 
3 personnel, and supplementing chapter 62A of Title 2A of the 
4 New Jersey Statutes. 
5 
6 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the 
7 State of New Jersey: 
8 1. In addition to any other right of action or recovery 
9 otherwise available under law, whenever any law enforcement 

10 officer, firefighter, or l[volunteerP member of a duly 
11 incorporated first aid, emergency, ambulance or rescue squad 
12 association suffers any injury, disease or death while in the lawful 
13 discharge of his official duties and that injury, disease or death is 
14 directly or indirectly the result of the neglect, willful omission, 
15 or willful or culpable conduct of any person or entity, other than 
16 that law enforcement officer, firefighter or first aid, emergency, 
17 ambulance or rescue squad member's employer or co-employee, 
18 the law enforcement officer, firefighter, or first aid, emergency, 
19 ambulance or rescue squad member suffering that injury or 
20 disease, or, in the case of death, a representative of that law 
21 enforcement officer, firefighter or first aid, emergency, 
22 ambulance or rescue squad member's estate, may seek recovery 
23 and damages from the person or entity whose neglect, willful 
24 omission, or willful or culpable conduct resulted in that injury, 
25 disease or death. 
26 2. The rights, remedies and limitations accorded by the 
27 provisions of this act are hereby declared to be in addition to and 
28 cumulative of the rights, remedies and limitations accorded under 
29 law and nothing herein shall be construed to deny, abrogate or 
30 impair any such statutory right, remedy or prohibition. 
31 3. This act shall take effect immediately, but the actions 
32 permitted herein shall be available only for injuries, diseases and 
33 deaths suffered on or after the effective date. 
34 
35 

36 
37 
38 Grants police officers, firefighters, emergency service personnel 
39 and their estates the right to seek recovery and damages for 
40 injury, disease and death in certain cases, 

EXPLANATION--Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the 
ahove bill is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

Matter underlined t~ is ne~ ~atter. 

~atter enclosed in superslript numerals has ~een adopted as f~llows: 

Senate SlP commlttee amendments adopted Marc~r 11, 1993. 



A1342 
2 

• I 

1 ambulance or rescue squad members and representatives of their 
2 estates to seek damages for any death or disease that directly or 
3 indirectly results from such negligent actions. 
4 Currently, the recovery rights of law enforcement officers, 
5 firefighters, and first aid, emergency, ambulance or rescue squad 
6 members suffering such injuries, diseases or deaths are limi ted to 
7 those rights and benefits authorized and available under the 
8 workers' compensation statutes. 
9 The rights afforded under this bill are, however, limited in one 

10 respect. The provisions of the bill do not authorize a law 
11 enforcement officer, firefighter, and first aid, emergency, 
12 ambulance or rescue squad member or a representative of his 
13 estate to seek recovery or damages from the law enforcement 
14 officer, firefighter or first aid, emergency, ambulance or rescue 
15 squad member's employer or any co-worker. 
16 
17 

18 
19 
20 Grants police officers, firefighters, emergency service personnel 
21 and their estates the right to seek recovery and damages for 
22 injury, disease and death in certain cases. 
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~EMBLY, No. 1342 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED MAY 4, 1992 

By Assemblyman SOLOMON 

1 AN ACT concerning rights of action available to certain law 
2 enforcement officers, firefighters and emergency service 
3 personnel, and supplementing chapter 62A of Title 2A of the 
4 New Jersey Statutes. 
5 
6 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the 
7 State of New Jersey: 
8 1. In addition to any other right of action or recovery 
9 otherwise available under law l whenever any law enforcement 

10 officer, firefighter, or volunteer member of a duly incorporated 
11 first aid, emergency, ambulance or rescue squad association 
12 suffers any injury, disease or death while in the lawful discharge 
13 of his official duties and that injury, disease or death is directly 
14 or indirectly the result of the neglect, willful omission, or willful 
15 or culpable conduct of any person or entity, other than that law 
16 enforcement officer, firefighter or first aid, emergency, 
17 ambulance or rescue squad member's employer or co-employee, 
18 the law enforcement officer, firefighter, or first aid, emergency, 
19 ambulance or rescue squad member suffering that injury or 
20 disease, or, in the case of death, a representative of that law 
21 enforcement officer, firefighter or first aid, emergency, 
22 ambulance or rescue squad member's estate, may seek recovery 
23 and damages from the person or entity whose neglect, willful 
24 omission, or willful or culpable conduct resulted in that injury, 
25 disease or death. 
26 2. The rights, remedies and limitations accorded by the 
27 provisions of this act are hereby declared to be in addition to and 
28 cumulative of the rights, remedies and limitations accorded Wlder 
29 law and nothing herein shall be construed to deny, abrogate or 
30 impair any such statutory right, remedy or prohibition. 
31 3. This act shall take effect immediately, but the actions 
32 permitted herein shall be available only for injuries, diseases and 
33 deaths suffered on or after the effective date. 
34 
35 
36 STATEMENT 
37 
38 This bill would permit law enforcement officers, firefighters, 
39 and volunteer first aid, emergency, ambulance or rescue squad 
40 members who, while performing their official duties, suffer an 
41 injury which is directly or indirectly the result of another's 
42 neglect, willful omission, or willful or culpable conduct to seek 
43 recovery for that injury and any resulting lost wages, medical 
44 expenses, and pain and suffering. The bill also pennits those law 
45 p-nforcement officers, firefighters, and first did, emergency, 
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48 ambulanc. or ~1I)uad members and representatives of th.ir 
1 
I47 ..tates to.... d ... lor 8IlJ death or disease that directly or 

48 indirecU, ..wtal such nel1ilent actions. 
49 C......tl', the tecovery dabta 01 law enlorcement officers, 
50 lirelilhten, end fi t aid, emerseacy, ambulanc. or rescue squad 
51 members sulf'rinI such injuries, diIIeu8s or deaths are limited to 
52 those riabts end efits authorized and available under the 

\. 53 work.rs' com tion statut... 
64 The I'iPta arfo under thIa bill are, however, limited in ODe 
65 respect. The p of the bill do not authorize a law 
66 enforcement offi~er, firefighter, and fint aid, emergency, 
57 ambulance or ~e squad member or a representative of his 
58 estate to seek recjovery or damages from the law enforcement 
59 officer, firefighte~ or first aid, emergency, ambulance or rescue 
80 squad member's employer or any co-worker. 
61 
62 

63 
64 
65 Grants police offi~ers, firefighters, emergency service persormel 
66 and theirestates~e right to seek recovery and· damages for 
67 injury, disease and death in certain cases. 



ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY, LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY
 
COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO
 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1342 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: AUGUST 24, 1992 

The Assembly Judiciary, Law and Public Safety Committee 
reports favorably Assembly Bill No. 1342. 

This bill would permit law enforcement officers, firefighters, 
and volunteer first aid, emergency, ambulance or rescue squad 
members who, while performing their official duties, suffer an 
injury which is directly or indirectly the result of another's neglect, 
willful omission, or willful or culpable conduct, to seek recovery for 
that injury and any resulting lost wages, medical expenses, and pain 
and suffering. The bill also permits those law enforcement officers, 
firefighters, and first aid, emergency, ambulance or rescue squad 
members and representatives of their estates to seek damages for 
any death or disease that directly or indirectly results from such 
negligent actions. 

Currently, the recovery rights of law enforcement officers, 
firefighters, and first aid, emergency, ambulance or rescue squad 
members suffering such injuries, diseases or deaths are limited to 
those rights and benefits authorized and available under the 
workers' compensation statutes. 

The rights afforded under this bill are, however, limited in one 
respect. The provisions of the bill do not authorize a law 
enforcement officer, firefighter, or first aid, emergency, 
ambulance or rescue squad member or a representative of his estate 
to seek recovery or damages from his employer or any co-worker. 



SENATE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY,No. 1342 
with committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: MARCH 11, 1993 

The Senate Law and Public Safety Committee favorably reports 
Assembly Bill No. 1342 with committee amendments. 

Under the provisions of the bill as amended by the committee, a 
law enforcement officer, firefighter, or first aid, emergency, 
ambulance or rescue squad member who, while performing official 
duties, suffers an injury which is directly or indirectly the result of 
another's neglect, willful omission, or willful or culpable conduct, 
would be permitted to seek recovery for that injury and any 
resulting lost wages, medical expenses, and pain and suffering. The 
bill also permits the injured person or a representative of his estate 
to seek damages for death or disease that directly or indirectly 
results from such negligent actions. 

Currently, the recovery rights of law enforcement officers, 
firefighters, and first aid, emergency, ambulance or rescue squad 
members suffering such injuries, diseases or deaths are limited to 
those rights and benefits authorized and available under the 
workers' compensation statutes. 

The rights afforded under this bill are, however, limited in one 
respect. The provisions of the bill do not permit the injured person 
or a representative of his estate to seek recovery or damages from 
his employer or any co-worker. 

The committee amended the bill so that it would be applicable 
to both paid and volunteer members of first aid, emergency, 
ambulance or rescue squads. 

As amended and released by the committee, this bill is identical 
to Senate Bill No. 914 which was also amended and released by the 
committee on this date. 
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