
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY CHECKLIST 
Compiled by the NJ state Law Library 

(Veterans in need of Guardians-
establish program) 

NJSA: 38A:3-2b 

LAWS OF: 1993 CHAPTER: 281 

BILL NO: A1393 

SPONSOR(S) Kelly and others 

DATE INTRODUCED: May 4, 1992 

COMMITTEE: ASSEMBLY: veterans and Military Affairs 

SENATE: Senior citizens 

AMENDED DURING PASSAGE: No 

DATE OF PASSAGE: ASSEMBLY: November 16, 1992 

SENATE: December 2, 1993 

DATE OF APPROVAL December 15, 1993 

FOLLOWING STATEMENTS ARE ATTACHED IF AVAILABLE: 

SPONSOR STATEMENT: Yes 

COMMITTEE STATEMENT: ASSEMBLY: Yes 

SENATE: Yes 

FISCAL NOTE: Yes 

VETO MESSAGE: No 

MESSAGE ON SIGNING: No 

FOLLOWING WERE PRINTED: 

REPORTS: No 

HEARINGS: No 



I I 

:18A::1 2h:1 
!i:\ 
A1'1"'01'. 

p.I•. 1m):,. CHAI''r''!R 281. approved Decemb('r J5, J99.'I 


1992 Assembly No. 1:103 


J AN ACT ,:onceming guardianship, supplumentinR Titln :JRA or the! 

2 New Jersey StatuUts, nnd nUlklng un Bppn'l,rilllion, 

3 

4 BE IT r-!NACTED by 'he Senate and Genera' Assembly 0/ 'he 

5 State 01 NN JerseJl: 

o I. There is established in the Division of V"t"rumi' 

1 Administrative Services in the Deportment of Military und 

8 Veterans' Affairs a pmgram to assist an eligible fmllily mmnhtlr 

tJ of a vfttftrun who is already in It NHW Jl!I'suy vntllrans' mUlllnrilll 


10 homo or an eligible ramlly I1Imnber of B vllteran who is obout to 

11 entor such a home in boinl appointed as guardian of tho vntnran. 

12 In the evltnt that 8 family member of It veturan who Is already in 

1:1 8 New ,ers"y veterans' mmnoriul home or is about to enter such 

14 a hnme is not willing or Available to servo as Muardian of lhul 

16 voteron. He'lI1el othor intnruslnd Imrson «:Ioscdy aK.CfOt:intnd with lh.! 

10 vt!teran shall bn .lIiHibltt for uHSistamm in IminA nl'IIDint.,d II" 


17 luanlian under the I,mgram hnrein ftStnblishfld. Tho aH5isllll1f:I~ 


18 pmvided to a family member of a veteran or to samo olhur 

19 inter.!Sutd And oliaiblfl pfll'fiOn IISf10cialed wilh a VI~I(!r.1U shtlll bl! 

20 in thn ronn or both tec:hnicnl and nnanciol SUIJ(JDrl. j 


21 2.·1be Adjutant (:enorlll of tho IlnlJllrhn"nt of Mililllry inld 
, 


22 Vutornns' Arfairs shall: 

2:1 8. dl!velol' tK'.orIO.nic crilllrio for delennininM nliMibilily for I24 financial 8liSistance pursuant to the pmgrllill f!SllIblislll:d by thi5 
25 ac:t; and 
26 b, prolllulaate rulM and regulations IJUrsuani to thn 
27 -Administrative Procedure Acl," P.I.,1968. c.41U (<:.52: 141t-l 
28 ftl Mq.) necessary 10 llUl,lement the ItmviRionR of Ihis oct. 
29 3. There is approprialed from Ihe Ceneral FWld S50.nOO.DO to 
:to tho Oellllrtmflnt of MiIII"ry lind VetllrnM' Affoi", to "rrffe:tuate 
31 tho PUrpo!l8S of Ihis acl. 
32 4. Thill act IIholl lAke nffnCI ilmnlldialoly. 
:I:, 
34 
36 STATKMRNT 
36 
37 Tho puraJOlH of tho bill is to establish within thn Division of 
38 Votorans' Administralivo Services In tho OMPllrllmmt or Military 
:19 and Vetorans' Arrall'll 8 prol1'8m to aul," un .,liaib1u f"'lIily 
40 member 01' a frielld of a vntoran who 8uk,. to btt oppt,intlld 
41 luardlan of lhat votor8n. 
42 spoc;r;.:.II)" the bill provldus thlll a pmgram of rin"DC:hd nnd 
43 technical Il8i..lonco shall be developud by tho Adlutnnt {~ffntlrlll 
44 or the department ond provided to an eU.lbht fOlUily mombnr of. 
46 or an inteMltnd perROn closel, ollOCiated with. n vltierDn who ill 
48 almad, In or about to enter 0 New ,81'18f vAtnraM' mUlllurlal 
47 holne to b8f'.CJInd the I.,,,alluardlan of that veloron. 

http:spoc;r;.:.II
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Establishes a program of assistance for those seeking 
appointed guardians of veterans; appropriates $50,000. 

to be 



ASSEMBLY, No. 1393 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED MAY 4, 1992 

By Assemblymen KELLY, HARTMANN and DiGaetano 

1 AN ACT concerning guardianship, supplementing Title 38A of the 
2 New Jersey Statutes, and making an appropriation. 
3 
4 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the 
5 State of New Jersey: 
6 1. There is established in the Division of Veterans' 
7 Administrative Services in the Department of Military and 
8 Veterans' Affairs a program to assist an eligible family member 
9 of a veteran who is already in a New Jersey veterans' memorial 

10 home or an eligible family member of a veteran who is about to 
11 enter such a home in being appointed as guardian of the veteran. 
12 In the event that a family member of a veteran who is already in 
13 a New Jersey veterans' memorial home or is about to enter such 
14 a home is not willing or available to serve as guardian of that 
15 veteran, some other interested person closely associated with the 
16 veteran shall be eligible for assistance in being appointed as 
17 guardian under the program herein established. The assistance 
18 provided to a family member of a veteran or to some other 
19 interested and eligible person associated with a veteran shall be 
20 in the form of both technical and financial support. 
21 2. The Adjutant General of the Department of Military and 
22 Veterans' Affairs shall: 
23 a. develop economic criteria for determining eligibility for 
24 financial assistance pursuant to the program established by this 
25 act; and 
26 b. promulgate rules and regulations pursuant to the 
27 "Administrative Procedure Act," P.L.1968, c.410 (C.52:14B-l 
28 et seq.) necessary to implement the provisions of this act. 
29 3. There is appropriated from the General Fund $50,000.00 to 
30 the Department of Military and Veterans' Affairs to effectuate 
31 the purposes of this act. 
32 4. This act shall take effect immediately. 
33 
34 
35 STATEMENT 
36 
37 The purpose of the bill is to establish within the Division of 
38 Veterans' Administrative Services in the Department of Military 
39 and Veterans' Affairs a program to assist an eligible family 
40 member or a friend of a veteran who seeks to be appointed 
41 guardian of that veteran. 
42 Specifically, the bill provides that a program of financial and 
43 technical assistance shall be developed by the Adjutant General 
44 of the department and provided to an eligible family member of, 
45 or an interested person closely associated with, a veteran who is 
46 already in or about to enter a New Jersey veterans' memorial 
47 home to become the legal guardian of that veteran. 
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ASSEMBLY VETERANS AND MILIT AR Y AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 


STA TEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1393 


STATE OF NEW JERSEY 


DATED: JUNE 8, 1992 

The Assembly Veterans and Military Affairs Committee reports 
favorably Assembly, No. 1393. 

The purpose of this bill is to establish wi thin the Division of 
Veterans' Administrative Services in the Department of Military 
and Veterans' Affairs a program to assist an eligible family 
member or a friend of a veteran who seeks to be appointed guardian 
of that veteran. 

Specifically. the bill provides that a program of financial and 
technical assistance shall be developed by the Adjutant General of 
the department and made available to an eligible family member of, 
or an interested person closely associated with, a veteran who is 
already in or about to enter a New Jersey veterans' memorial home 
to become the legal guardian of that veteran. 

The bill includes an appropriation of $50,000 to assist in the 
establishment of the program. 
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SENATE SENIOR CITIZENS, VETERANS AFFAIRS 

AND AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE 


ST A TEMENT TO 


ASSEMBLY, No. 1393 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 


DATED: MARCH 11, 1993 

The Senate Senior Citizens, Veterans Affairs and Agriculture 
Committee favorably reports Assembly Bill No. 1393. 

The purpose of this bill is to establish within the Division of 
Veterans' Administrative Services in the Department of Military 
and Veterans' Affairs a program to assist an eligible family 
member or a friend of a veteran who seeks to be appointed guardian 
of that veteran. 

Specifically, the bill provides that a program of financial and 
technical assistance shall be developed by the Adjutant General of 
the department and made available to an eligible family member of, 
or an interested person closely associated with, a veteran who is 
already in or about to enter a New Jersey veterans' memorial home 
to become the legal guardian of that veteran. 

The bill includes an appropriation of $50,000 to assist in the 
establishment of the program. 



LEGISLA TIVE FISCAL ESTIMATE TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1393 


STATE OF NEW JERSEY 


DATED: December 9, 1992 

Assembly Bill No. 1393 of 1992 establishes a program in the 
Department of Mili tary and Veterans' Affairs to provide technical 
assistance to an eligible family member or friend of a veteran who 
seeks to be appointed legal guardian of that veteran. In addition, 
the bill appropriates $50,000 to provide financial support to these 
individuals to defray the legal costs associated with becoming a 
legal guardian. The veteran can already be a resident of a 
veterans' nursing home or attempting to gain admission. 

The Department of Military and Veterans' Affairs states that 
many veterans are not legally capable of signing the admission 
forms required to enter a veterans' nursing home or capable of 
making decisions regarding their own medical care because their 
ability to make decisions has been impaired. Currently, if a veteran 
meets the income qualifications for entrance into a veterans' 
nursing home but is impaired and does not have a legal guardian, 
admission is denied until the issue of guardianship is resolved. If a 
veteran is already in one of the veterans' nursing homes and 
becomes impaired, medical procedures can be delayed and the 
department can be liable unless the guardianship issued is resolved. 

To be declared a legal guardian, a family member or a friend of 
a veteran usually requires the services of an attorney at a cost of 
between $2,500 and $3,000. The $50,000 appropriation would be 
used to defray the legal costs of a family member or friend who 
wishes to be named a legal guardian of a veteran. 

The Office of Legislative Services concurs with the department 
but notes that as there is no information on the number of impaired 
veterans who would require a legal guardian this program probably 
will require an annual appropriation. 

This legislative fiscal estimate has been produced by the Office 
of Legislative Services due to the failure of the Executive Branch 
to respond to our request for a fiscal note. 

This fiscal estimate has been prepared pursuant to P.L.1980, c.67. 
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