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P.L.1994. CHAPTER 53. opprovftl June 24. 1994

1994 Senate No. 156 (Fir.' Reprlnd

J AN ACT concerning the statute of limitations in criminal cases in
2 certain circumstances and amending N.J.S.2C:1-6.
3
4 BE IT ENACTED by 'he Sena'e and General A••embly 0/ the
5 State 01 New Jersey:
6 1. N.J.S.2C:1-6 is amended to read as follows:
7 2C:1-6. Time Limitations. a. A prosecution for any offense
8 set forth in N.'.S.2C:11-3 or N.l.S.2C:11-4 may be commenced
9 at any time.

10 b. Except d5 otherwise provided in this section, prosecutions
11 for other offenses are subject to the following periods of
12 limitations:
13 (1) A prosecution for a crime must be commenced within five
14 years after it is committed;
15 (2) A prosecution for a disorderly persons offens" or petty
16 disorderly persons offense must be commenced within one year
17 after it is commi t ted;
18 (3) A prosecution for any offense set forth in 2C:27-2,
19 2C:27-4. 2C:27-6. 2C:27-7, 2C:29-4, 2C:30-2. 2C:30-3. or any
20 attempt or conspiracy to commit such an offense, must be
21 commenced within seven years =tfter the commission of the
22 offense:
23 (4) A prosecution for an offense set forth in N.J.S.2C:14-2 or
24 N. J.S.2C:14-3 or N. J.S.2C:24-4. when the victim at the time of
25 the offense is below the age of 18 years. must be commenced
26 within five years of the victim's attaining the age of 18 or within
27 two years of the l[reasonable]1 discovery of the offense by the
28 victim, whichever is later.
29 c. An offense is committed either when every element occurs
30 or. if a legislative purpose to prohibit a continuing course of
31 conduct plainly appears, at the time when the course of conduct
32 or the defendant' s complicity therein is tenninated. Time starts
33 to run on the day after the offense is committed.
34 d. A prosecution is commenced for a crime when an
35 indictment is found and for a nonindictable offense when a
36 warrant or other process is issued, proVided that such warrant or
31 process is executed without unreasonable delay. Nothin~

38 contained in this section. however, shall be deemed to prohibit
39 the downgrading of an indictable offense to a nonindictable
40 offense at any Hme if the indictable offense was filed within the
41 statute of limitations applicable to indictable offenses.

EXPLANATION--Hett~r tnclos~d in bold-fectd brackets [thus] in the
.boY@ bill is not .nacl@d and is int@nd~d to be omitted in the lew.

Matter underlined ~ ;s new -atter.
~tt.r enc1os@d in superscript numerals has b••n adopted as follows:

Senate SJU conmitt@e amendments ad~pted Harch 10. 1994.
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1 e. The period of limitation does not nut during any time when
2 a prosecution against the accused for the same conduct is pending
3 in this State.
4 f. The limitations in this section &hall not apply to any person
5 fleeing from justice.
6 8. Except as otherwise provided in this code, no civil action
1 shall be brought pursuant to this code more than five years after
8 such action accroe5.
9 (ef: P.L.1989, c.228, s.l)

10 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
11
12
13
14

15 Amends statute of limitations applicahle to sexual assaults 'Nhen
16 the victim is a minor.



[FIRST REPRINT]

SENATE, No. 156

SlATE OF NEW JERSEY

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1994 SESSION

By Senators CAFIERO and SINAGRA

1 AN ACT concerning the statute of limitations in criminal cases in
2 certain circumstances and amending N.j.S.2C:1-6.
3
4 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General AS!Jembly 01 the
5 State 01 New Jersey:
6 1. N.j.S.2C:1-6 is amended to read as follows:
7 2C:I-6. Time Limitations. a. A prosecution for any offense
8 set forth in N.j.S.2C:11-3 or N.J.S.2C:11-4 may be commenced
9 at any time.

10 b. Except as otherwise provided in this section. prosecutions
11 for other offenses are subject to the following periods of
12 limitations:
13 (1) A prosecution for a crime must be commenced within five
14 years after it is committed;
15 (2) A prosecution for a disorderly persons offense or petty
16 disorderly persons offense must be commenced within one year
11 after it is committed;
18 (3) A prosecution for any offense set forth in 2C:21-2,
19 2C:21-4. 2C:21-6. 2C:21-7. 2C:29-4. 2C:30-2, 2C:30-3. or any
20 attempt or conspiracy to commit such an offense. must be
21 commenced within seven years after the commission of the
22 offense;
23 (4) A prosecution for an offense set forth in N.j .S.2C:14-2 or
24 N.).S.2C:14-3 or N.j.S.2C:24-4. when the victim at the time of
25 the offense is below the age of 18 years, must be commenced
26 within five years of the victim' s attaining the age of 18 or within
27 two years of the l[reasonable]1 discovery of the offense by the
28 victim. whichever is later.
29 c. An offense is committed either when every element occurs
30 or. if a legislative purpose to prohibit a continuing course of
31 conduct plainly appears. at the time when the course of conduct
32 or the defendant' s complicity therein is tenninated. Time starts
33 to run on the day after the offense is committed.
34 d. A prosecution is commenced for a crime when an
35 indictment is found and for a nonindictable offense when a
36 warrant or other process is issued. provided that such warrant or
37 process is executed without unreasonable delay. Nothing
38 contained in this section. however, shall be deemed to prohibit
39 the downgrading of an indictable offense to a nonindictable
40 offense at any time if the indictable offense was filed within the
41 statute of limitations applicable to indictable offenses.

EXPLANATION--Hatter enclosed in bold-f.cea br.ckets [thus] in the
above bill is not enacted and is intended to b. OMitted in the l.w.

Hatter underlined 1hMi is new -atter.
~atter enclosed in superscript numer.ls h.s been adopted as fol'ows:

Senate SJU committee amendments adopted Karch 10. 1994.
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1 e. The period of limitation does not run during any time when
2 a prosecution against the accused for the same conduct is pending
3 in this State.
4 f. The limitations in this section shall not apply to any person
5 fleeing from justice.
6 g. Except as othe. wise provided in this code, no civil action
7 shall be brought pursuant to this code more than five years after
8 such action accrues.
9 (c f: P. L. 1989, c. 2 28 t S. 1)

10 2. This act shall take effect illlmediately.
11

12
}]

1 -1

15 Amends statl1t~ of lundallons applicable to st~xual Clssaults when
1t) the vic Iilll is a Il11ClOr.
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SENATE, No. 156

SfATE OF NEW JERSEY

Introduced Pending Technical Review by Legislative Counsel

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1994 SESSION

By Senators CAFIERO and SINAGRA

AN ACT concerning the statute of limitations in criminal cases in
certain circumstances and amending N.j.S.2C:I-6.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly 0/ the

State 0/ New Jersey:
1. N. J.S.2\.: 1-6 is amended to read as follows:
2C: 1-6. Time Limitations. a. A prosecution for any offense

set forth in N.j.S.2C:11-3 or N.J.S.2C:11-4 may be commenced
at any time.

b. Except as otherwise provided in this section. prosecutions
for other offenses are subject to the following periods of
limitations:

(1) A prosecution for a crnne must be commenced within five
years after it IS committed;

(2) A prosecution for 11 disorderly persons offense or petty
disorderly persons offense must be commenced within one year
after it IS committed;

(3) A prosecution for any offense set forth in 2C:27-2.
2C:27-4. 2C:27-6. 2C:27-7. 2C:29-4. 2C:30-2. 2C:30-3. or any
attempt or conspIracy to commit such an offense. must be
commenced WIthin seven years after the commission of the
offense;

(4) A prosecutIOn for an offense set forth in N.j.S.2C:14-2 or
N.J.S.2C:14-3 or N.j.S.2C:24-4. when the victim at the time of
the offense is below the age of 18 years. must be commenced
within five years of the victim' 5 attaining the age of 18 or within
two years of the reasonable discovery of the offense by the
victim, whlche\'er is later.

c. An offense is committed either when every element occurs
or. if a legislative purpose to prohibit a continuing course of
conduct plainly appears, at the time when the course of conduct
or the defendant' s comrlicity therein is terminated. Time starts
to run 0/1 iht:: Jeiy after the cffense is committpo

d. A prosecution is commenced for a crime when an
mdictment is found and for a nonindictable offense when a
warrant or other process is issued. provided that such warrant or
process is executed without unreasonable delay. Nothing
contained in this section. however. shall be deemed to prohit·.
the downgrading of an indictable offense to d nonindictable
offense at any time if the indictable offense was filed within the
statute of limitations applicable to indictable offenses.

e. The period of limitation does not run during any time when

EXPLANATION--Matt@r enclosed in bold-faced brackets (thus] ,n the
above bi 11 1 S not l!nac ted and is i "tended to be omi t ted i" the 1aw.

Matter ~nderlined ~ is new matter.



•

S'N
I

1 • pa-.ecutian ..aiMt the ICcused tor tbe ...... eonduct iflWftdinl
2 in tlda State.
3 I. 'n1e UmitatiOlll in thia Hetlon Ihall not 1PP1, to ..., penon
4 neein& flom juatice.
5 •• Except U otherwi8e provided in tlda code. no civil action
8 shall be bI"ouat.': punuant to this code more than five ,ean after
'1 such action acCnHII.
8 (cf: P.L.1989, c.228, &.1)
9 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

10
11

12 STATEMENT
13

14 Under present law, if the victim of a sexual assault is less than
15 18 years of a8e. a prosecution can be instituted up to five years
16 after the victim's ei8hteenth birthday. The bin would amend
17 that statute of limitations to provide that a prosecution can be
18 instituted up to five years after the victim's eighteenth birthda)'
19 or up to two years after the reesonable discovery of the offense
20 by the victim. whichever is later.
21
22
23

24
25 Amends statute of limitations applicable to sexual assaults when
26 the victim is a minor.
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SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SERATE, No. 156
with committee amendments

STATE OF NEW JERSEy

DATED: MARCH 10,1994

The Senate Judiciary Committee reports favorably and with
Senate committee amendments Senate Bill No. 156.

Under present law. if the victim of a sexual assault is less than
18 years of a,es. a prosecution can be instituted up to five years
after the victim' s eighteenth birthday. This bill would amend that
statute of limitations to provide that a prosecution can be
instituted up to five years after the victim' 5 eighteenth birthday or
up to two years after the discovery of the offense by the victim.
whichever is later.

The committee adopted an amendment which deletes the word
"reasonable" from before the word "discovery" as set forth in the
proposed amendatory language.

This bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 1994 session
pending technical review. As reported. the bill includes the changes
requited by technical review which has been perfonned.

'.



REPLACE SECT/ON 1 TO READ:
1. N.].S.2C:1-6 is amended to read as follows:

2C:1-6. Time Limitations. a. A prosecution for any offense

set forth in N.].S.2C:11-3 or N.].S.2C:11-4 may be commenced

at any time.
b. Except as otherwise provided in this section. prosecutions
for other offenses are subject to the following periods of

limi ta tions:
(1) A prosecution for a cnme must be commenced within five

years afier it IS committed;
(2) A prosecution for a disorderly persons offense or petty

disorderly persons offense must be commenced within one year

after It IS commItted:
(3) A prosecution for any offense se ' forth in 2C:27-2.

2C:27-4, 2C:27-6, 2C:27-7. 2C:29-4. 2C:30-2, 2C:30-3, or any

attempt or conspIracy to commit such an offense, must be

commenced WIthin seven years after the commission of the

offense:
(4) A prosecutIOn for an offense set forth in N.].5.2C:l.I-2 or

:\.J.5.2C:14-3 or 1':.).5.2C:24-4. when the victim at the time of

the offense 15 below the age of 18 years. must be commenced

within five years of the victim's attaining the age of 18 or

within two years of the l[reasonableP discoverv of the offense
b\' the victim, whichever is later.

c. An offense is commllted either when every element occurs

or. if a legislative purpose to prohibit a continuing course of
conduct plamly appears. at the time when the course of

conduct or the defendant' s compllelly therem IS termmated.

Time starts to run on the day after the offense is committed.
d. A prosecution is comme~ced for a cnme when an
Indictment IS found and for a nonindictable offense when a
warrant or other process is issued. provided that such warrant

or process is executed Without unreasonable delay. Nothing
cQ;jtaincd in this ser.tion. however. shall be deemed to prohibit

the dO\\l1grading of an indictable offense to a nonindictable

ofknse at any time if the indictable offense was filed within
the statute of limitatIOns applicable to indictable offenses.

e. The perIOd of llm:tatlOn does not run dunng any time when

a prosecutIOn agalOst the accused for the same conduct is
ptnchng 10 thiS State.

r. T~L lImltati:Jns 10 thiS Sf~ctJon shall not apply to any person

fi,'elOg from )l'st:cP.

!:. E,,~epi iiS othcrWlse ;lro\'lded 10 this code. no civil action
shilll be LJrought pursuant lo thiS code more thar. five years

after such action accrues.
fcf P.1.1989. c.~~g 5.1J

I,
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SENATE JUDICIARY CQMMIU1=;E

AMENDMENTS
to

SENATE, No.l56
(Sponsored by Senators Cafiero and Sinagra)
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DATED: MAV 6, 1994

The A81embly Judiciary, Law end Public Safety Committee
reports favorabJr Senate Bill No. 166 [IR].

Under Pl'8I8Dt law, if the victim of a sexuel BaUlt is 1_ th.
18 yean of .' a pl'Ol8CUtion can be iDatituted up to five yean
after the victim' 8 eilhteenth birthday. 1bJs bill would 8IIlend
N.J.S.2C:1-8 to cb8Jll8 that atatute of limitations to provide that a
pl'Oll8CUtioo can be instituted up to five ye8l'8 after the victim' 8

eilhteenth birthday or up to two years after the discovery of the
off81188 by the victim, whichevef is latef.

1bis bill is identical to Assembly Bill No. 1139•
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