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P.L.1994. CHAPTER 178,0"""'" December 20, Jt9f 
1994 Assembly No. 1234 

J AN ACT concerning the Delaware River Joint ToU Bridae 
2 Commission and directinB the commission to provide for its 
3 meetinls to be open to the public and the news media. 
4 
5 BE IT ENACTED by ,lie Senate and General A ..embly 0/ 'he 
6 S'o'e 0/ New Jer.fty! 
7 1. a. The LeBislature hereby finds that the public J s 
8 awareness of and participation in lOyenunental actions is 
9 essential to maintainins a free lOCiety; that the more open a 

10 soYenunent is with its citizens. the Breater the understandina and 
11 participation of tbe public in lOyenunent; that the public' s 
12 fundamental riaht to know the process of govenunental 
13 decision-makina and to review the reasons for those decisions is 
14 thwarted when the public's access to IOvenunental meetiDp is 
15 blocked; and that lOyenunent and the qencies created thereby 
16 mUlt insure that their actions remain fully accountable to the 
17 public. 
18 b. The LeBisIature declares that for these public policy re8lOl1S 
19 the Delaware River Joint ToU Bridae Commi&aion aball develop 
20 rules and resuJ,ations concerning the riFt of tbe public and 
21 members of the news media to be present at meetinp of the 
22 commission as herein provided. 
23 2. As used in this act: 
24 "Board" means the Board of Commiasioners of the Delaware 
2& River Joint ToU Bridae Commission; 
26 "Commission" means the Delaware River Joint Toll Bliclae 
27 CommialioD: 
28 ..)ofeetina" means any latherina, whether corporeal or br means 
29 of communications equipment, which is attended by, or open to, 
30 the board, held with the intent, on the part of the board members 
31 present. to di&cuas or act as a unit upon the apecttlc public 
32 buainess of the commilllion. "Meetina" does IIDt mean a 
33 .atherins: (1) attended tlleas than an effectlv, majori" of the 
34 commiuionen: or (2) attended by or open to all the memben of 
3& three or more aimilar public bodies at a GODVIIltion or Iimi.lar 
36 .atberinSi 
31 "Newl media" means major wire .eme., televi&loll news 
38 .."lCII, racUo news se"ICII and newspapen, whether IDeated ill 
39 thiI State or In an)' other .tate. and pel'lOM81 repl'8I8Dtiaa Ill)' 

40 auch semee. 
41 II PubUa bu8lneas" means matten whieh relate in lIlY • .,.. 
42 dlrectl)' or lndirectl)" to the perfonnance ot the fuactialw or the 
43 Delaware River Joint ToU Briclae CommiulOll or the aonduct ot 
44 itl buaiIleIa. 
4& 3. aJ Notwithltanclina In)' inconsistent pl'Ovlalonl of Ill)' 
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1 pneral or special law, all meetinp of the comrniaIion are 
2 declared to be pubUc meetinp and shall be opeD to the public and 
3 members of the 1l8W8 media. individually and coU.ecUvely, for the 
4 purpose of observinl the full details of all pbues of the 
5 deliberation, policy-making and decision-makiDa of the board to 
6 the extent that meetinp and deliberations are open to the public 
7 under the "Open Public Meetings Act," P.L.1978, c.231 (C. 10: 4-8 

8 et seq.) and the "SunshIne Act." number 84 of the laws of 
9 Pennsylvania of 1986. 

10 b. The board shall adopt. within six months of the effective 
11 date of this act, appropriate rules and reauJations COIIcemiDg 
12 proper notice to the public and the news media of its meetings 
13 and the riaht of the public and the news media to be present at 
14 its meetinp. The rules and resulations adopted pursuant to this 
15 section shlll provide for the same notice and riaht of the public 
16 and news media to be present as weD as any other riahts and 
17 duties provided in the "Open Public Meetinp Act," P.L.1978. 
18 c.231 (C.I0:4-8 et seq.) and the "Sunshine Act," number 84 of the 
19 laws of Pennsylvania of 1986. To the extent that these laws 
20 conllict. the commission shall incorporate into the rules and 
21 reaulations the provisions of that law which provides for the 
22 sreatest ripts to the public and the news media. 
23 4. a. It shall be the duty of the board to insure that true and 
24 accurate minutes are kept of board meetiDp and that such 
25 minutes are promptly made available to the members of the 
28 public and the news media. 
27 b. The board shall appoint a public meatq information officer 
28 who shall be responsible for raspondinl to requeats from the 
29 public and the news media for information coneemina the 
30 schedulins. attendance and minutes of board meetinp. 
31 i. Any nales or reautatloDl adopted punuant to section 3 of 
32 this act ahall become a part of the minut .. of the conunis&ion and 
33 shall be subject to the approval of the Governor of New Jeney 
34 and the Govemor of P8III18ylvania if the approval of the minutes 
35 shall be provided for by the law of either 8tate. 
38 8. Any pel'lOft denied any rlaht aranted by sectioas 3 or 4 of 
31 this act may appeal the denial to the Superior Court of New 
38 Jeney, the Court of Common Pie. of the Commonwealth of 
39 Pennsylvania. or any court of competent jurladiction within one 
40 year of th·; !fate that the cause of action ariIea. 
41 1. ArrI official or employee of the commtaaIon who wlllfun, 
42 "81" in a continuous and repetitive paU.al of vio1at.... the 
43 provislona of this act shall be subject to removal fram office or 
44 _ployment. 
45 •• 1'hJa act shall take effect up:»nthe enactmlDt lato law by 
48 the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania of lqiIlatlan baYiDa 1ft 
41 identical .ffect with tlda act, but " the COllllftOllwulth of 
48 Pennsylvania hal already enacted IUCh I.atllatton. thiI act ...1 
49 taki .ffect immtcUately. 
&0 
51 
12 STATEMENT 
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1 Toll 8ddp CornmiIIioIl an public meet...... Iball be open to 
2 the public ... the __ media. 1'IdI bill diNeta the Board of 
3 ComndIIion... of thII Delawant River lolat ToD Br1dp 
4 CornmiIIioIl to adopt I'UleI ... nplatioal to inaul'e that the 
• pt.6Uc: and the __ media wiD bave aotic::e of .. ecce. to ita 
8 meetinp .. provided iD New J8II8l'" "Open Public ....tiDp 
7 Act: P.L1978, c.231 (C.l0:4-8 et seq.) and Pem:lsJlvania's 
8 "SunabiDe Act," IlUftlber 84 of the laws of PenDSYlvada of 1988. 
a 'Ibis bill further directs that iD the event of a conruct between 

10 . these two laws the conun.illion shall incorporate mtothe rules 
11 and replatlonll the provisions of that law which provides for the 
12 Il8atest riahts to the public and the IlIWS media. 1"bia biD also 
13 pl'OVides that if a penon is deDied ace_ to an open public 
14 meetina or is refused timel, receipt of the minutes, that pel'lOn 
16 rna, seek redress of tbti denial in the courts. Since the 
18 commission is a bi-State aaenev, enactment of 1eaislation 
17 identical in effect to this bill in Penns,lvania is required before 
18 the provisions of this biD wiD take effect. 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 Directs the DelaW818 River Joint TaD Bridle Cornmilsion to 
24 provide for its meetinp to be open to the public and the news 
2& media. 
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1 general or special law, all meetings of the commISSIon are 
2 declared to be public meetings and shall be open to the public and 
3 members of the news media, individually and collectively, for the 
4 purpose of observing the full details of all phases of the 

deliberation, policy-making and decision-making of the board to 
6 the extent that meetings and deliberations are open to the public 
7 under the "Open Public Meetings Act," P.L.1976, c.231 (C.l0:4-6 
8 et seq.) and the "Sunshine Act," number 84 of the laws of 
9 Pennsylvania of 1986. 

b. The board shall adopt, within six months of the effective 
11 date of this act, appropriate rules and regulations concerning 
12 proper notice to the public and the news media of its meetings 
13 and the right of the public and the news media to be present at 
14 its meetings. The rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this 

section shall provide for the same notice and right of the public 
16 and news media to be present as well as any other rights and 
17 duties provided in the "Open Public Meetings Act, ", P.L.1976, 
18 c.231 (C.1O:4-6 et seq.) and the "Sunshine Act," number 84 of the 
19 laws of Pennsylvania of 1986. To the extent that these laws 

conflict, the commission shall incorporate into the rules and 
21 regulations the provisions of that law which provides for the 
22 greatest rights to the public and the news media. 
23 4. a. It shall be the duty of the board to insure that true and 
24 accurate minutes are kept of board meetings and that such 

minutes are promptly made available to the members of the 
26 public and the news media. 
27 b. The board shall appoint a public meeting information officer 
28 who shall be responsible for responding to requests from the 
29 public and the news media for information concerning the 

scheduling, attendance and minutes of board meetings. 
31 5. Any rules or regulations adopted pursuant to section 3 of 
32 this act shall become a part of the minutes of the commission and 
33 shall be subject to the approval of the Governor of New Jersey 
34 and the Governor of Pennsylvania if the approval of the minutes 

shall be provided for by the law of either state. 
36 6. Any person denied any right granted by sections 3 or 4 of 
37 this act may appeal the denial to the Superior Court of New 
38 Jersey, the Court of Common Pleas of the Commonwealth of 
39 Pennsylvania, or any court of competent jurisdiction within one 

year of the date that the cause of action arises. 
41 7. Any official or employee of the commission who willfully 
42 engages in a continuous and repetitive pattern of violating the 
43 provisions of this act shall be subject to removal from office or 
44 employment. 

8. This act shall take effect upon the enactment into law by 
46 the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania of legislation having an 
47 identical effect with this act, but if the Commonwealth of 
48 Pennsylvania has already enacted such legislation, this act shall 
49 take effect immediately. 

51 
52 STATEMENT 
53 
54 This bill provides that meetings of the Delaware River Joint 
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1 Toll Bridge Commission are public meetings and shall be open to 
2 the public and the news media. This bill directs the Board of 
3 Commissioners of the Delaware River J oint Toll Bridge 
4 Commission to adopt rules and regulations to insure that the 
5 public and the news media will have notice of and access to its 
6 meetings as provided in New Jersey's "Open Public Meetings 
7 Act," P.L.1976, c.231 (C.1O:4-6 et seq.) and Pennsylvania's 
8 "Sunshine Act," number 84 of the laws of Pennsylvania of 1986. 
9 This bill further directs that in the event of a conflict between 

10 these two laws the commission shall incorporate into the rules 
11 and regulations the provisions of that law which provides for the 
12 greatest rights to the public and the news media. This bill also 
13 provides that if a person is denied access to an open public 
14 meeting or is refused timely receipt of the minutes, that person 
15 may seek redress of the denial in the courts. Since the 
16 commission is a bi-State agency, enactment of legislation 
17 identical in effect to this bill in Pennsylvania is required before 
18 the provisions of this bill will take effect. 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 Directs the Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission to 
24 provide for its meetings to be open to the public and the news 
25 media. 
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ASSEMBLY TRANSPOR TATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 

COMMITTEE 


STATEMENT TO 


ASSEMBLY, No. 1234 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 


DATED: FEBRUARY 7,1994 

The Assembly Transportation and Communications Committee 
favorably reports Assembly Bill No. 1234. 

This bill provides that meetings of the Delaware River Joint Toll 
Bridge Commission are public meetings and shall be open to the 
public and the news media. This bill directs the Board of 
Commissioners of the Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission 
to adopt rules and regulations to insure that the public and the news 
media will have notice of and access to its meetings as provided in 
New Jersey's "Open Public Meetings Act," P.L.1976, c.231 
(C.10:4-6 et seq.) and Pennsylvania's "Sunshine Act," number 84 of 
the laws of Pennsylvania of 1986. This bill further directs that in 
the event of a conflict between these two laws the commission shall 
incorporate into the rules and regulations the provisions of that law 
which provides for the greatest rights to the public and the news 
media. This bill also provides that if a person is denied access to an 
open public meeting or is refused timely receipt of the minutes, 
that person may seek redress of the denial in the courts. Since the 
commission is a bi-State agency, enactment of legislation identical 
in effect to this bill in Pennsylvania is required before the 
provisions of this bill will take effect. 
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SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1234 


STATE OF NEW JERSEY 


DATED: MARCH 21, 1994 

The Senate Transportation Committee favorably reports 
Assembly Bill No. 1234. 

This bill provides that meetings of the Delaware River Joint Toll 
Bridge Commission are public meetings and shall be open to the 
public and the news media. This bill directs the Board of 
Commissioners of the Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission 
to adopt rules and regulations to insure that the public and the news 
media will have notice of and access to its meetings as provided in 
New Jersey's "Open Public Meetings Act," P.L.1976, c.231 
(C.1O:4-6 et seq.) and Pennsylvania's "Sunshine Act," number 84 of 
the laws of Pennsylvania of 1986. This bill further directs that in 
the event of a conflict between these two laws the commission shall 
incorporate into the rules and regulations the provisions of that law 
which provides for the greatest rights to the public and the news 
media. This bill also provides that if a person is denied access to an 
open public meeting or is refused timely receipt of the minutes, 
that person may seek redress of the denial in the courts. Since the 
commission is a bi-State agency, enactment of legislation identical 
in effect to this bill in Pennsylvania is required before the 
provisions of this bill will take effect. 

This bill is identical to 8632, released by the committee on the 
same date. 
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