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1884 Senate No. 1306 


I AN ACT COI1Cemiq the establishment of patemity. amendina and 

2 supplementing P.L.l983. c.17 and Title 26 of the Revised 

3 Statutes and repealina section 14 of P.Ll983. c.17. 

4 


5 BE IT ENACTED by tlte Senate Gntl General A.tNmb.y 01 tlte 

6 S'G.e 01 New Jttf'sey: 

1 1. Section 4 of P.L.t983. c.17 (C.9:17-41) is amended to read 

8 as follows: 

9 4. The parent and child relationship between a child and: 

10 a. The natural mother. may be established by proof of her 
11 havins given birth to the child. or under tlds act; 
12 b. The natural father. may be established by proof that his 
13 paternity has been adjudicated under priOI' law; under the laws 
14 governing probate; by [an order of a court of competent 
15 jurisdiction in another state) livins full faith and credit to a 
16 determination of paternity made by any other state. whether 
11 established throuah voluntag acknowledJpnent or tb:rouIh judicial 
18 or administrative processes: by a Certificate of Parentage as 
19 provided in section 1 of P.L. • c. (C. UPery.tinB before the 
20 Legislature as this bill) that is executed by the father prior to or 
21 after the birth of a child. and filed with the appropriate State 
22 agency; by a default judsment or order of the coUrtj by an order 
23 of the court based on a blood test or geneticJ~t.J!lat meets or 
24 exceeds the specific threshold probability as set by the State 
25 creating a conclusive presumption of patemitYj or under this act; 
26 c. An adoptive parent, may be established by proof of adoption; 
21 d. The natural mother or the natural father, may be 
28 terminated by an order of a court of competent jurisdiction in 
29 granting a judgment of adoption or as the result of an action to 
30 terminate parental rights. 
31 e. The establishment of "the parent and child relationship 
32 pursuant to subsections a., b., and c. of this section shall be the 
33 basis upon which an action for child support may be brought by a 
34 party and acted upon by the court without further evidentiary 
35 proceedings. 
36 (ef: P.L.1983. c.11. 5.4) 
31 2. Section 11 of P.L.1983, c.l1 (C.9:11-48) is amended to read 
38 as follows: 
39 a. As soon as practicable after an action to declare the 
40 existence or nonexistence of the father and child relationship bas 
41 been brought, a consent conference shan be held by the Superior 
42 Court. Chancery Division, Family Part intake service, the county 

ElP\.ANAT!ON.....MilU." Hlcloud ill bold-fecM b"edl.ts (t""s) in tM 
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1 .......tiaD department or the CGWIty wei'... epIIICJ. A court 
2 appearace IhIll be a:Jaedvled iD the tmlDt that • consent 
3 aanem-t ClIIIIDt be reached. 
4 b. On tbe basis of the iDfonnat .. produced at the cooferenc:e. 

an appropriate recommendation for settlement shall be made to 
6 the parties, which rna, include any of the fo~ 
7 (1) That the action be dismissed with or without prejudice; or 
8 (2) That the alleged father voluntaril, acknowlqe his 
9 patemity of the child. 

c. If the parties accept a recommendation made in accordance 
! 1 with subsection b. of this section. which has been approved by the 
12 court. judgment shall be entered accordinaly. 
13 d. If a party refuses to accept a recommendation made under 
14 subsection b. of this sec lion or the consent conference is 

tenninated because it is unlikely that all parties would accept a 
16 recommendation pursuant to subsection b. of this section. and 
17 blood tests or genetic tests have not been taken. the court (may] 
18 shan require the parties to submit to blood tests or genetic tests 
19 if the court determines that there is an articulable reMOn for 

suspecting that the alleged father is the natural father. The tests 
21 shan be scheduled within 10 days and shall be pedonned bl' 
22 qualified experts. Thereafter the Family Part intake service. with 
23 the approval of the court. shall make an appropriate final 
24 recommendation. If a party refuses to accept the final 

recommendation. the action shall be set for trial. except when 
26 the results of the blood test or genetic test indicate that the 
27 specific threshold probability as set ~ the State to establish 
28 patemity has been met or exceeded. 
29 If the results of the blood test or genetic test indicate that the 

specific threshold probability as set by the State to establish 
31 paternity has been met or exceeded. the results shall be received 
32 in evidence as a conclusive presumption of patemit" and no 
33 additional foundation testimony or proof of authenticity or 
34 accuracy shan be required to esta!.: '_'1 patemity. In actions 

based on allegations of fraud or inaccurate analysis. the court 
36 shall require that the additional blood test or genetic test be 
37 scheduled within 10 days and be perfonned by qualified experts. 
38 The test shall be paid for by the moving party. 
39 If a party objects to the blood test or genetic test. the party 

shall make the obiection to the appropriate agency. in writing. 
41 within 19 days of receipt of the results. 
42 e. The guardian ad litem may accept or refuse to accept a 
43 recommendation under this section. 
44 f. [The consent conference may be tenninated and the action 

set for trial if the court finds it unlikely that all parties would 
46 accept a recommendation that might be made under subsection b. 
47 or d.] (Deleted by amendment, P.L. I c. (C. U(Pending before the 
48 Legislature as this bill) 
49 g. No evidence. testimony or other disclosure from the consent 

conference shan be admitted as evidence in a civil action except 
51 by consent of the parties. However. blood tests or genetic tests 
52 ordered pursuant to subsection d. of this section may be admitted 

(; 53 as evidence. 
S4 h. The refU581 to submit to a blood test or genetic test 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

St_ 
3 

I rwrinId .....t " wlM!!;tiap 4. of ......- 91' IIDth. ...1 
2 be ....U..."'*"' MIl ... Ii!! III! to 1M ."tIIMtiop
3 that the -.lYof !be ,. '!PQId ...... _ ....... " tile 
4 int..... of ... IIIU1Y ... ref'" " !I!IIPit to till t8lt. R.fyHl 

to submit to , bIpod tilt or wetiC telt. or bDtb. is .. sulpiect 
6 to the cantenapt power of the cogrt. 
1 (cf: P.L.lggI. c.BI. L212t 
8 3. R.S.26:8-28 is amended to read as follows: 

9 26:8-28. a. Within five days after each birth. there shall be 


filed with the local registrar of the district in which the birth 
11 occurred a certificate of the birth filled out with durable black or 
12 blue ink in a le8ible manner. 
13 b. In accordance with the provisions of the federal "Family 
14 Support Act of 1988." Pub. L.100-485. lthe local registrar shall 

record the Social Security numbers of both parents) and section 
16 13721 of Pub.L.l03-66 (42 U.S.C •• 666), as part of the birth 
17 record. all infonnalion required by the State IV-D yency 
18 pursuant to section 1 of P.L. ! c. (C. )(Pendina before the 
19 Legislature as this bill) shall be recorded on a separate fonn 

provided or approved by the State registrar pursuant to 
21 subsection c. of R.S.26:8-24. and [the State registrar sball 
22 transmit those numbers to) filed with the State IV-D agency 
23 pursuant to R.S.26:8-30 and R.S.26:8-31 for the establisbment 
24 and enforcement of child support lorders in effect) matters in the 

State. For the purposes of this subsection, "State IV-D agency" 
26 means the agency in the Department of Human Services 
27 designated to administer the Title IV":D Child Support Program. 
28 c. The State registrar shan require each parent to provide his 
29 Social Security number in accordance with procedures established 

by the State registrar. The Social Security numbers furnished 
31 pursuant to this section shall be used exclusively for child support 
32 enforcement purposes. 
33 d. The certificate of birth shall include the blood type of the 
34 child. 

(cf: P.L.1992.c.70,s.1) 
3El 4. R.S.26:8-30 is amended to read as follows: 
37 26:8-30. The attending physiCian. midwife or person acting as 
38 the agent of the physician or midwife. who was in attendance 
39 upon the birth shall be responsible for the proper execution and 

return of a certificate or birth, which certificate shall be upon 
41 the form provided or approved by the State department ! and for 
42 making available to the mother and natural father' Certificate 
43 of Parentage along with related infonnalion IS l'@CIuired by the 
44 State IV-D agency. It shall be the repnsibility of personnel at 

the hospital or birthing facility to offer an opportunity to the 
46 child's natural father to execute a Certificate of Parent., 
41 Failure of the natural father or mother to execute the 
48 Certificate of Parentge· and the date of the request shall be 
49 noted on the Certificate .of Parent.. The Certificate of 

Parentage shall be filed with the St,te IV-D aBeney or its 
51 desisnee. The provision of services related to patemity 
52 'tcknowledgment shall not be required when a leS81 action is 

{,; 	
53 pending in the case. such as adoption. or Stat. law prohibits such 
&., intervention.j 
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S 5. &.$.28:8-31 is amended to N8d II follows: 
6 28:8-31. In case there is Il1O pIaJsici.a. midwife. f!<t p8l'1Oft 

7 acting as the yant of the plmicilUl or midwife. in .(t~e 
8 upon the birth. it shall be the duty of one of the foUow!!Ig persons 
9 in the order named to file the birtb certifICate with the local 

repstrar and file the Certificate of 'arentge with tbe State 
11 IV-D yeney or its desipee : 
12 a. The fatber or mother of the child: 
13 b. The manlIer or superintendent of the public Clf private 
14 institution in which the birth occurred. 
15 (cf: •.S.26:8-31) 
16 6. (New section) A default order shall be entered in a 
17 contested patemity action upon a showing that proper notice has 
18 been served upon the party and the party has failed to appear at a 
19 hearing or trial; or has failed to respond to a notice or order that 

required a response within a specific period of time. A default 
21 order entered pursuant to this section shall be detenninative for 
22 purposes of establishing the existence of patemity when proper 
23 notice has been served and a swom statement by the mother 
24 indicating the parent"e of the child has been executed. 
25 7. (New section) A Certificate of Parentage may serve to 
26 satisfy the method of collection of Social Security numbers as 
27 required pursuant to subsection c. of •.S.26:8-28 and shall serve 
28 as the voluntary acknowledgement of patemity by a father. The 
29 Certificate of Parentage shall contain, at a minimum. the 

following infonnation: 
31 a. a sworn statement by the father that he is the natural father 
32 of the child; 
33 b, the Social Security numbers and addresses of the father and 
34 mother; 
35 c. the signature of the mother and father authenticated by a 
36 witness or notary; and 
37 d, instructions for filing the Certificate of Parentage with the 
38 agency designated by the State IV-D agency. 
39 In addition. the State IV-O agency. in cooperation with birthing 

centers and hospitals providing maternity services. shall provide 
41 written information to the father and mother of the child 
42 explaining the implications of signing a Certificate of Parentage. 
43 including the parental rights. responsibilities and financial 
44 obligations. as well as the availability of patemity establishment 
4S services and child support enforcement services. 
46 8. Section 14 of P.L.l983. c.17 (C.9:17-S1) is repealed. 

o 47 9. This act shall take effect immediately. 
48 
49 

STATEMENT 
S1 
52 'Ibis bill conromlS State law to Pub.L.103-66. the "Omnibus 

c 53 Budset Reconciliation Act of 1993." This federal law made 
54 significant chanSe5 to section 488 of the Social Security 
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• for 'VOlwatU7 ...........t of pateraitr prior to or 
a after ... birtb of a c:hIId ad ~ that .........tiaD of 
8 ... riabta aDd ftllPllDllbilit_ of ............ patemilJ be ., provided to the falber and motller to .... that due proc­
8 ..f..... ue afforded: 
9 • that tbe voluratlll)' aclmowledpaent of patemity creates a 

10 conclusive presumption of patemity; 
11 • that full faith and credit be liven to a detemination of 
12 patemity made by any other state, whether .tabliahed 
13 throush voluntary acknowledplent or throqb admiDistrative 
14 or judicial processes; 
15 • that any objection to blood or senetic testtns results must 
16 be made in writtns within 10 days; 
11 • that a default order be entered in a patemity case if 
18 proper notice has been served upon the party and the party 
19 has failed to appear at a heartns or trial. or bas failed to 
20 respond to a notice or order that required a response within a 
21 specifiC period of time; and 
22 • that blood or genetic testing results indicating a threshold 
23 probability that the allesed father is the father of the child 
24 create a conclusive presumption of patemity. 
25 
26 The voluntary acknowledgement of patemity will be known as a 
21 Certificate of Parentase. The Certificate of Parentase will 
28 include. at a minimum, the followina information: a swom 
29 statement by the father that he is the natural father of the child; 
30 the Social Security nurnbem and addresses of the father and 
31 mother; the signature of the father and mother authenticated by 
32 a witness or notary; and instructions for filing the Certificate of 
33 Parentase with the State IV-D asency or its designee. The same 
34 person who is required to return the birth certificate to the 
35 proper asency will be required to make a" ...,~le to the parents a 
36 Certificate of Parentage and file it with the State IV-D asency 
31 or its designee. 
38 Section 14 of P.L.1983. c.17 (C.9:1'-51) is repealed because it 
39 duplicates. in part. section 11 of P.L.I983. c.17 (C.9:17-!8). 
40 Those provisions of Section 14 of PoL.t983. c.17 (C.9:17-51) 
41 which are not duplicative. are incorporated into section 11 of 
42 P.L.1983. c.l1 (C.9:1'-48). 
43 
44 
45 
46 
41 Revises law conceminl the establishment of paternity. 
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1 For the purposes of this section, "State IV-D agency" means 
2 the agency in the Department of Human Services designated to 
3 administer the Title IV-D Child Support Program. 
4 (cf: P.L.1965, c.78, s.52) 

5. R.S.26:8-31 is amended to read as follows: 
6 26:8-31. In case there is no physician, midwife, or person 
7 acting as the agent of the physician or midwife, in attendance 
8 upon the birth, it shall be the duty of one of the following persons 
9 in the order named to file the birth certificate with the local 

registrar and file the Certificate of PfirenJage with the State 
11 IV- D agency or its designee : 
12 a. The father or mother of the child; 
13 b. The manager or superintendent of the public or private 
14 institution in which the birth occurred. 

(cf: R.S.26:8-31) 
16 6. (New section) A default order shall be entered in a 
17 contested paternity action upon a showing that proper notice has 
18 been served upon the party and the party has failed to appear at a 
19 hearing or trial; or has failed to respond to a notice or order that 

required a response within a specific period of time. A default 
21 order entered pursuant to this section shall be determinative for 
22 purposes of establishing the existence of paternity when proper 
23 notice has been served and a sworn statement by the mother 
24 indicating the parentage of the child has been executed. 

7. (New section) A Certificate of Parentage may serve to 
26 satisfy the method of collection of Social Security numbers as 
27 required pursuant to subsection c. of R.S.26:8-28 and shall serve 
28 as the voluntary acknowledgement of paternity by a father. The 
29 Certificate of Parentage shall contain, at a minimum, the 

following information: 
31 a. a sworn statement by the father that he is the natural father 
32 of the child; 
33 b. the Social Security numbers and addresses of the father and 
34 mother; 

c. the signature of the mother and father authenticated by a 
36 witness or notary; and 
37 d. instructions for filing the Certificate of Parentage with the 
38 agency designated by the State IV-D agency. 
39 In addition, the State IV-D agency, in cooperation with birthing 

centers and hospitals providing maternity services, shall provide 
41 written information to the father and mother of the child 
42 explaining the implications of signing a Certificate of Parentage, 
43 including the parental rights, responsibilities and financial 
44 obligations, as well as the availability of paternity establishment 

services and child support enforcement services. 
46 8. Section 14 of P.L.1983, c.17 (C.9:17-51) is repealed. 
47 9. This act shall take effect immediately. 

48 

49 


STATEMENT 
51 
52 This bill conforms State law to Pub.L.103-66, the "Omnibus 
53 Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993." This federal law made 
54 significant changes to section 466 of the Social Security 
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1 Act (42 U.S.C.§666) concerning child support enforcement. The 
2 bill provides: 
3 

4 • for voluntary acknowledgment of paternity prior to or 
after the birth of a child and requires that an explanation of 

6 the rights and responsibilities of acknowledging paternity be 
7 provided to the father and mother to ensure that due process 
8 safeguards are afforded; 
9 • that the voluntary acknowledgment of paternity creates a 

conclusive presumption of paternity; 
11 • that full faith and credit be given to a determination of 
12 paternity made by any other state, whether established 
13 through voluntary acknowledgment or through administrative 
14 or judicial processes; 

• that any objection to blood or genetic testing results must 
16 be made in writing within 10 days; 
17 • that a default order be entered in a paternity case if 
18 proper notice has been served upon the party and the party 
19 has failed to appear at a hearing or trial, or has failed to 

respond to a notice or order that required a response within a 
21 specific period of time; and 
22 • that blood or genetic testing results indicating a threshold 
23 probability that the alleged father is the father of the child 
24 create a conclusive presumption of paternity. 

26 The voluntary acknowledgement of paternity will be known as a 
27 Certificate of Parentage. The Certificate of Parentage will 
28 include, at a minimum, the following information: a sworn 
29 statement by the father that he is the natural father of the child; 

the Social Security numbers and addresses of the father and 
31 mother; the signature of the father and mother authenticated by 
32 a witness or notary; and instructions for filing the Certificate of 
33 Parentage with the State IV-O agency or its designee. The same 
34 person who is required to return the birth certificate to the 

proper agency will be required to make available to the parents a 
36 Certificate of Parentage and file it with the State IV-0 agency 
37 or its designee. 
38 Section 14 of P.L.1983, c.17 (C.9:17-51) is repealed because it 
39 duplicates, in part, section 11 of P.L.1983, c.17 (C.9:17-48). 

Those provisions of Section 14 of P.L.1983, c.17 (C.9:17-51) 
41 which are not duplicative, are incorporated into section 11 of 
42 P.L.1983, c.17 (C.9:17-48). 
43 
44 

46 

47 Revises law concerning the establishment of paternity. 




ASSEMBLY HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 

STA TEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1306 


STATE OF NEW JERSEY 


DATED: DECEMBER 12, 1994 

The Assembly Health and Human Services Committee favorably 
reports Senate Bill No. 1306. 

This bill conforms State law to Pub. L.103-66, the "Omnibus 
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993." This federal law made 
significant changes to section 466 of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C.§666) concerning child support enforcement. The bill 
provides: 

• for voluntary acknowledgment of paternity prior to or 
after the birth of a child and requires that an explanation of 
the rights and responsibilities of acknowledging paternity be 
provided to the father and mother to ensure that due process 
safeguards are afforded; 
• that the voluntary acknowledgment of paternity creates a 
conclusive presumption of paternity; 
• that full faith and credit be given to a determination of 
paternity made by any other state, whether established 
through voluntary acknowledgment or through administrative 
or judicial processes; 
• that any objection to blood or genetic testing results must 
be made in writing within 10 days of receipt of the results; 
• that a default order be entered in a paternity case if 
proper notice has been served upon the party and the party 
has failed to appear at a hearing or trial, or has failed to 
respond to a notice or order that required a response within a 
specific period of time; and 
• that blood or genetic testing results indicating a threshold 
probability that the alleged father is the father of the child 
create a conclusive presumption of paternity. 

The voluntary acknowledgement of paternity will be known as a 
Certificate of Parentage. The Certificate of Parentage will 
include, at a minimum, the following information: a sworn 
statement by the father that he is the natural father of the child; 
the Social Security numbers and addresses of the father and mother; 
the signature of the father and mother authenticated by a witness 
or notary; and instructions for filing the Certificate of Parentage 
with the State IV-0 agency or its designee. The same person who is 
required to return the birth certificate to the proper agency will be 
required to make available to the parents a Certificate of 
Parentage and file it with the State IV-D agency or its designee. 

Section 14 of P.L.1983, c.17 (C.9:17-51) is repealed because it 
duplicates, in part, section 11 of P.L.1983, c.17 (C.9:17-48). Those 
provisions of Section 14 of P.L.1983, c.17 (C.9:17-51) which are not 
duplicative, are incorporated into section 11 of P.L.1983, c.17 
(C. 9:17 -48). 

This bill is identical to Assembly Bill No. 1952 (Heck/Lustbader), 
which the committee also reported on this date. 
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SENATE WOMEN'S ISSUES, CHILDREN 

AND FAMILY SERVICES COMMITTEE 


STATEMENT TO 


SENATE, No. 1306 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 


DATED: SEPTEMBER 26, 1994 

The Senate Women's Issues, Children and Family Services 
Committee favorably reports Senate Bill No.1306. 

This bill conforms State law to Pub.L.103-66, the "Omnibus 
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993. II This federal law made 
significant changes to section 466 of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C.§666) concerning child support enforcement. The bill 
provides: 

• for voluntary acknowledgment of paternity prior to or 
after the birth of a child and requires that an explanation of 
the rights and responsibilities of acknowledging paternity be 
provided to the father and mother to ensure that due process 
safeguards are afforded; 
• that the voluntary acknowledgment of paternity creates a 
conclusive presumption of paternity; 
• that full faith and credit be given to a determination of 
paternity made by any other state, whether established 
through voluntary acknowledgment or through administrative 
or judicial processes; 
• that any objection to blood or genetic testing results must 
be made in writing within 10 days; 
• that a default order be entered in a paternity case if 
proper notice has been served upon the party and the party 
has failed to appear at a hearing or trial, or has failed to 
respond to a notice or order that required a response within a 
spedfic period of time; and 
• that blood or genetic testing results indicating a threshold 
probability that the alleged father is the father of the child 
create a conclusive presumption of paternity. 

The voluntary acknowledgement of paternity will be known as a 
Certificate of Parentage. The Certificate of Parentage will 
include, at a minimum, the following information: a sworn 
statement by the father that he is the natural father of the child; 
the Social Security numbers and addresses of the father and mother; 
the signature of the father and mother authenticated by a witness 
or notary; and instructions for filing the Certificate of Parentage 
with the State IV-0 agency or its designee. The same person who is 
required to return the birth certificate to the proper agency will be 
required to make available to the parents a Certificate of 
Parentage and file it with the State IV-0 agency or its designee. 

Section 14 of P.L.1983, c.17 (C.9:17-51) is repealed because it 
duplicates, in part, section 11 of P.L.1983, c.17 (C.9:17-48). Those 
provisions of Section 14 of P.L.1983, c.17 (C.9:17-51) which are not 
duplicative, are incorporated into section 11 of P.L.1983, c.17 
(C. 9: 17 -48). 
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