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(Moment of silence-public school

NISA 18A:36-4 students To\observe)

LAWS___ 1982 CHAPTER _ 205

Bill No. A1064

Sponsor{s} Zangari and others
- Date Introduced March 8, 1982

Committee: Assembly Education

Senate Educatlon
Amended during passage e No
Date of Passage: Assembly May 24, 1982 Veto over-ride
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Senate

October 18, 1982

Date of approval

December 16, 1982

Following statements are attached if available:
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Fiscal Note
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December 13, 1982

December 16, 1982

This bill allows each student to participate in a 1 minute period of voluntary
silence to be used soley at the discretion of the Individual student..
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Massachusetts case and statutes mentloned in senate statement == attached

Tennessee case mentioned in Governor's veto message: Beck v. McElrath,
548 F Supp 1161 (1982) == attached

Simllar bills, proposed during earlier Legislative sesslions:

A342 (1980)

: A72 (1978)
A2197 (1980) vetoed by Gov. Byrne S51 (1978)
A1028 ’ A276 (1978)

See clipping file, "N.J.~Church and state - 1982" in New Jersey Reference Department
and "N.J.=-Religion=-1982"



ARRROYED _ [~1/edl 1265
ASSEMBLY, No. 1064

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED MARCH 8, 19]2

By Assemblymen ZANGARI, PATERNITI, HERMAN, Assembly-

woman PERUN, Assemblymen DEVERIN, OTI.OWSKI, PELLY,
HENDRICKSON, COWAN, JANISZEWSKIT, NAPLES, Assem-
blywoman COSTA, Assemblymen PELLECCHIA, GIRGENTI,
RILEY, MARSELLA, DORIA, WATSON, Assemblywoman
GARVIN, Assemblymen BOCCHINI, PATERO, DOYLE,
KARCHER, MATTHEWS, CHARLES, BRYANT, PANKOK,
VAN WAGNER, THOMPSON, VISOTCKY, BROWN, JACK-
MAN, FLYNN, BENNETT, T. GALLO, SHUSTED, CHINNICT,
ROCCO, SCHUBER, KOSCO, MARKIERT, Assemblywoman
WRIGHT, Assemblymen FRANKS, ROD, MUZIANI, MEYER,
HAINES, WOLF, KAVANAUGH, SMITH, PALATA, MILLER,
KELLY, GORMLEY and LITTELL

Referred to Committee on Education

Ax Act to allow students of public schools to participate in a
1 minute period of silence before the opening of each school day
and supplementing chapter 36 of Title 18A of the New Jersey
Statutes.

BE 17 EXACTED by the Senate and Geners! Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. Principals and teachers in each public elementary and secon-
dary school of each school district in this State shall permit stu-
dents to observe a 1 minute period of silence to be used solely at the
discretion of the individual student, before the opening exercises
of each school day for quiet and private contemplation or intro-
spection.

9. This act shall take effect immediately.
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STATEMENT —

This bill allows each student to participate in a 1 minute period

of voluntary silence to be used solely at the discretion of the

individual student.




ASSEMBLY EDUCATION COMMITTEE
STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 1064
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: MAY 17, 1982

Assembly Bill No. 1065 requires all principals and teachers in the
public elementary and secondary schools of New Jersey to permit stu-
dents to observe one minute of silence before the opening exercises of
each school day. The bill provides that the one minute of silence is to
be used solely at the discretion of the individual student for “quiet
contemplation or introspection.”

A statute similar to that proposed in Assembly Bill No. 1064 was
enacted in Massachusettts and has been upheld by the U.S. District
Court of Massachusetts (Civil Action No. 76-435-M, September 1, 1976).



SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 1064
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: SEPTEMBER 23, 1982

Assembly Bill No. 1064 requires all principals and teachers in the
public elementary and secondary schools of New Jersey to permit stu-
dents to observe one minute of silence before the opening exercises of
each school day. The bill provides that the one minute of silence is to
be used solely at the discretion of the individual student for “quiet
contemplation or introspection.”

A statute similar to that proposed in Assembly Bill No. 1064 was
enacted in Massachusetts and has been upheld by the U. S. District
Court of Massachusetts (Civil Action No. 76-435-M, September 1, 1976).
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F ' A-1064
f governor Thomas H. Kean today announced his 1ntent1on to veto Tegislation

i»ﬁ:n would require a moment of s11ence at the start of each schoo] day in

§,,,»ersey s public schools. - - :

»1t is unlikely that the bill could pass Constitutional muster,” the Governor

- -~ -

Kean noted 1n h15 message that teachers current]y have the author1ty to

uandate a moment of s11ence ‘as part of ord1nary d1sc1p11nary procedures 1n the

classroom. ";"‘

"I prefer to leave 1t to the d1scretuon of 1nd1v1dua1 teachers to dec1de 1f

LRI

their students need quet t1me fbr contemp]at1on and 1ntrospect1on and when thetr

students$: may part1c1pate 1n such sess1ons," Kean sa1d

- ». ;» f\ P —

The Governor noted further, that pub11c statements by some 1eg1s]ators

.o -‘

"revea] a const1tut1ona11y 1mperm1ss1b]e mot1ve," part1cu]ar1y a comment that
passage of the b11] wou]d "brxng prayer back 1nto the schools through the front

door."




- STATE OF NEW JERSEY . .
. EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

: December 6, 1982

ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 1064

To the Generai‘Assembly‘ A - |

Pursuant to Article v, Section I

paragraph 14 of the Constitution, I here-
with return Assembly Bill No. 1064 without my Qignature.

Thls bill requires New Jersey public schools to conduct a one—minute moment

of silence at the beginning of each school day to be used solely at the dlscretion
of the individual student for quiet and private contemplation or 1ntrospect10n.
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I am concerned that this bill violates the Establishment Clause of the First
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 STATE OF NEW JERSEY
: EXeCuTive DEPARTMENT

Public statements of New Jersey Legislators likewise reveal a constitu-

tionally impermissible motive. Legislative discussion in the Senate revealed that
the bill's adoption would mean "bringing prayer backwihto the sehools through the

AL

One proponent of the bill said that restoration of prayer in the

.‘_» P

! front door."
schools would ‘result in fewer problems in classrooms and that the bill wouId not

*
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harm any school—age child, but rather, it would restore the child's faiCh in hls

'-creator. iy‘ ILV L
Putting the constitutional 1ssue aside, the necessity for this type of State=-
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~partic1pate in such sessions.

but I nonetheless must return it without my approval. {It 1s unlikely that the.

- Respectfully,

-/s/ Thomas'H Keanﬁ
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