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CHAPTER 7.f. LAWS OF N. J. 19..~~ 
APPROVED Z.~r3...~.~:~.... 

[OFFICIAL COPY REPRINT] 

·ASSEMBL Y, No. 643 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED·· JANUARY 19, 1982 

By Assemblymen KERN, HERMAN, DOYLE, THOMPSON, KAVA

NAUGH, GORMLEY, KARCHER, GORMAN, VISOTCKY, 

BOCCHINI, BROWN, PANKOK, D. GALLO, ROCCO, JANIS

ZEWSKI, BRYANT,· RILEY, MARSELLA, Assemblywoman 

COSTA, Assemblyinan MARKERT, Assemblywoman PERUN, 

Assemblymen FORTUNATO, SCHWARTZ, DORIA, PATER

NITI, MATTHEWS, ZANGARI, FLYNN, GIRGENTI, PEL

LECCHIA, MAZUR, BAER, DEVERIN, LESNIAK, Assembly

woman WRIGHT, Assemblymen FRANKS, HENDRICKSON, 

WOLF, ROD, SCHUBER, SHUSTED, HARDWICK, LACORTE, 
J 

ALBOHN, Assemblywoman BROWN, Assemblymen GILL, BEN

NETT, PALAIA, SMITH,." P ATERO{ADUBATO, and Assembly

woman KALIK . . . 1 . 

(Without Reference) 

AN ACT concerning the disclosure of juvenile information. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 ofNew Jersey: 

1 1. Disclosure of juvenile information: penalties for disclosure. 

2 a. Sociai, medical, psychological, legal and other records of the 

3 court and probation department, and records of law enforcement 

4 agencies, pertaining to juveniles charged as a delinquent or found 

5 to be part of a juvenile-family crisis, shaJl be strictly safeguarded 

6 from public inspection. Such records shall be made available only 

7 to:
 

8 (1) Any court or probation department;
 

9 (2) The Attorney General or county prosecutor;
 
Matter printed in italics thus is new matter.
 

Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows:
 
--Senate committee amendment adopted February 8, 1982.
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(3) The parents or guardiap. and to the a.t1(>rney of the juvenile; 

11 (4) The Division of' Youth and Fa,ll)j1y ~JJrvices, if providing 

12 care or custody of the juvenile; 

13 (0) Any iu.stitutioD to whic.h t'b,e ju,v£llile is c1U"reutly c'onumtted; 

14:
 

15 (6) Any person or agency interested in a case or in the work of
 

16 the agency keeping the records, by order 0f the e~mrt for good cause
 

17 shown.
 

18 b. Records of law enforcement agencies may be disclosed for law
 

19 enforcement purposes to any law enforcement agency of this State.
 

c. Information as to the identity of a juvenile, -the offense 

21 charged, the adjudication and disposition shall be disclosed to: 

22 (1) The victim or a member of the victim's immediate family; 

23(2) Any law enforcement agency which investigated the offense, 

24 the person or agency which filed the complaint, and any law enforce

25 ment agency in the municipalitJ' where the j'Uvenile resides; and 

26 (3) On a confidential basis, the principal of the school where the 

27 juvenile is enrolled for use by the principal OT his d.esig~ee in 

28 planning programs relevant to the juvenile's educationall'\.nd social 

29 development, which information shall not become part of the 

juvenile's permanent school records. 

31 (4) A party in a subsequent legal proceeding involving the 

32 juvenile, but only upon approval by the court and for the sole 

33 purpose of impeaching the juvenile as a witness. 

34 d. There shall be a presumption that information as to the iden

35 tity of a juvenile adjudicated delinquent, the offense, the adjudi

36 cation ~;nd the disposition shall be disclosed to the public where 

37 the offense for which the juvenile has been adjudicated delinquent 

38 if conunitted by an adult, would constitute a crime of the fir,'St, 

39 second or third q~gree, or aggravated assl'\.ult, destruction or 

damage to property to an extent of more than $500.00 or the manu

41 facture or distribution of a narcotic drug, unleas upon, application 

42 at the time of disposition the juvenile can demonst,ate a substantial 

43 likelihood that specific harm would re~ult from such disclosllre. 

44 Where the court finds that disclosure would be harmful to the 

45 juvenile, the reaso:ij.S therefor shall be stated on the record. 

46 e. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the ~~tablishment and 

47 maintaining of a central registry of the r€cQrds of law enforcement 

48 agencies rel~tin.g to jllvt::nil~s for th~ purpQseO! e:xch:ang~ b;tween 

49 State or local law enforcement agencies of this State. 

f. Whoever, except as provided by law, knowingly discloses, 

51 publishes, receives, or makes use of or knowingly permits the un

52 authorized use of information concerning a particular juvenile 



58 derived from records listed in subseetion a. or aequired in the 

54 course of court proce,edings, probatio~ ,or poliee duties, flhall, upon 

5:5 conviction thereof, be guilty of a disorderly penoTls'soffem;e. 

56 g. The court may, upon application by the juv-enileo1' his parent 

57 or guardian, the prosecutor or any other interested party; includ

58 ing the victim or complainant or members of the news media, 

59 permit public attendance during any court proceeding at a delin

60 quency case, where it determines that a suhstantiallikelihood. that 

61 specific harm to the juvenile would not result. 

62 The court shall have the authority to limit and control the 

63 attendance in any manner and to the extent it deems appropriat.e. 

1 2. Fingerprint records photographs of juveniles. a. Fingerprints 

2 of a juvenile may be taken only in the following circmnllltances: 

3 (1) Where latent fingerprints are found during the investigation 

4 of an offense and a law enforcement officer has reason to believe 

5 that they are those of a juvenile, he may, with the C01ll:Sent of the 

6 court or juvenile and his parent or guardian fingerprint the juvenile 

7 for the purpose of comparison with the latent fingerprints. Finger 

8 print reeords taken pursuant to this paragraph may be retain,ed 

9 by the department or agency taking them and shall be destroyed 

10 when the purpose for the taking of fingerprints has been fulfilled. 

11 (2) Where a juvenile is detained in or committed to an institu

12 tion, that institution may fingerprint the juv.enile for the purpose 

13 of identification. Fingerprint records taken pursuant to this para

14 graph may be retained by the institution taking them and shall be 

15 destroyed when the purpose for taking them has been fulfilled, 

16 except that if the juvenile was detained or comniitted as the result 

17 of an adjudication of delinquency, the fingerprint records may he 

18 retained hy the institution. 

19 (3) Where a juvenile 14 years of age or older is charged with 

20 delinquency on the basis of an act which, if committed by an adult, 

21 would constitute a crime, fingerprint records taken pursuant to this 

22 paragraph may be retained by a law enforcement agency for 

23 . cTiminal identifi,cation purposes. 
" 

24 b. No juvenile under the age of 14 shall be photographed for 

25 C'riminal identification purposell without the cOnsent of thlll cO'l1rt 

26 or of the juvenile and his parent or guardian. 

1 3. Sealing of records. a. On motion of a person who has been 

2 the subject of a complaint filed under thi$ aet or on it$ own motion, 

g the COTIl't ma.y vacate it~ order and findinge and Older the noJ].

4 disclo\STIT~ ofso.cia:l, medicnl, psyehologietl.l, legal a..nd other records 

5 of the court and probation~:rv:ices,and r~.rds of law enfor~enuent 

6 a.gencl~s if it fiMs: 
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:7 (1) Two years have elapsed since the finaLdischarge Of the 

8 person from legal custody or supervision, or 2 years have elapsed 

9 after the entry of any other court order not involving custody or 

supervision; and 

11'. . (2) He has not been convicted of a crime, or a disorderly person's 

12 offense or adjudged delinquent, during the 2 years prior to the 

13. filing of the motion, and no proceeding or complaint is pending 

14 seeking such conviction or adjudication. 

15 b. In any case wherein a juvenile has been adjudicated delinquent 

16 and said juvenile enlists in any branch of the Armed Forces of the 

17 United States, he may at any time after the date of such adjudica

18 tion present a duly verified petition to the court where such 

19 adjudication was entered, setting forth all the facts in the matter, 

includirig proof of enlistment and acceptance in said armed forces, 

,21 and. praying for the relief provided in-this section and. subject' to 

,22 . the limitations 'hereinafter provided in this section, an order may 

~ 23 be granted to seal all the records concerning such adjudication 

24 including records of the court, probation services and law enforce

;25 ment agencies. Failure to enter the armed forces shall have the 

'26 effect of nullifying the sealing order.' 

27 c. Reasonable written notice of the motion shall be given to: 

28 ' (1) The Attorney General and the 'county prosecutor; 

'29 (2) The authority granting the discharge if the final discharge 

was from an ingtitution, parole, or probation; and 

31 ,(3) .The law enforcement office, department, and central deposi

32 tory having custody of the files and records if such files and records 

.33 are included in the motion. 

34 d. Upon the entry of the order, the proceedings in the case 

35 shall be sealed and all index referim.ces· shall be marked "not 

36 available" or "no record" and law enforcement officers and depart

·37 .ments Shall reply and the person may reply to any inquiry that 

· 38 there is no record with respect to such person, except that records 

· 39 may be maintained for purposes of prior offender status. This 

section shall not apply to reports required under the Controlled 

· 41 . Dangerous Substances Registry Act of 1970, P. L. 1970, c. 227 

42 (C. 26 :2G-17 et seq.). Copies of the order shall be sent to each 

43 agency or official named therein. 

44 Inspection of the files and records included in. the order may 

45 thereafter be permitted by the court only upon motion andonly to 

46 those' persons named in the motion; prQvided,·however, the. court, 

·47 in its discretion, may by special order in an individual case permit 

48 inspection by or releaseofinformationin·therecOl:<is to any.clinic, 

49 hospital, or agency which has the person u:n,det care or b;e~tment 

or to individuals or agencies engaged in fact-finding or research. 
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51 e. Any adjudication of delinquency or conviction of a crune 

52 subsequent to sealing shall have the effect of nullifying the sealing 

53 order. 

54 f. Expungement of juvenile records shall be governed by the 

55 applicable provisions of chapter 52 of Title 20 ·of the New Jersey 

56 Statutes·. 

1 4. This aet shall take effect on September 1, 1983, but shall re

2 main inoperative unless and until the following bills now pending 

3 before the Legislature as Assembly Bill No. 641, Assembly Bill No. 

4 642, Assembly Bill No. 644 and Assembly Bill No. 645 are enacted 

5 into law. 



ASSEMBL Y, No. 643 

STATE OF. NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 19,1982 

By AMemblymerr KERN, HERMAN, DOYLE, THO:MPSON, KAVA

NAUGH, GORMLEY, KARCHER, GORMAN, VISOTCKY, 

BOCCHINI, BROWN, PANKOK, D. GALLO, ROCCO, .JANIS

ZEWSKI, BRYANT, RILEY; MARSELLA, Assemblywoman 

COSTAe, AssemblYman MARKERT, Assemblywoman PERUN, 

Assemblymen FORTUNATO, SCHWARTZ, DORIA, PATER

NITI, MATTHEWS, ZANGARI, FLYNN, GIRGENTI, PEL..: 

LECCHIA, MAZUR, BAER, DEVERIN, LESNIAK, Assembly

woman WRIGHT, Assemblymen FRANKS, HENDRICKSON, 

WOLF, ROD, SCHUBER, SHUSTE'D, HARDWICK, LACORTE, 

ALBOHN,Assemblywoman BROWN, Assemblymen GILL, BENe 

NETT,PALAIA, SMITH, PATERO, ADUBATO, and Assembly

woman- KALIK 

(Without Reference) 

AN ACT concerning the disclosure of juvenile information. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General .Assembl'y (}f the State 

9 of New Jersey: 

1 l!.11Jiselosure of juvenileinfol"mation: penalties for disclosure. 

.9:. a. ·Soo1a!, medical, psyehCJlog1cal, legar and other records: of the 

S'.. court and probation department, and records of law· e-nforce-ment 

4: agencies, pertaining to juveniles charged as a delinquent or found 

5 to be par-t of a juvenile-family crisis, shan be strietly safeguarded 

.6 from publio' inspection. Such records shall be made available only 

~' to,: 

,8(1 y. Any' court or probation department; 

9' (2') The-AHorney General or eounty prosecutor ~ 

10 (3') The parents or guardian and to the attorney'of the jnvenile; 

11 (4) The Division of Yonth and Family Serviees, if providing 

1~ care or custody of the jU'Venile; 

r3 (5) Any institution to which the juvenile is currently'cmnmitted; 

14- and 

1(,} (6} Any person or agency interested in a ease or in the work 0'£ 

16 the agency Ireeping the records, by order of the eourt for good: cause 

17 shown. 
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b. Records of law enforcement agencies rnay' be disclosed for law 
,~ ... ·0' < 

19 enforcement purposes to any law enforcement agency of this State. 

20 c. Infor.mation as to the identity of a juvenile, ,,,the ~'f€U8e 

21 charged, t~e' aajudication an.d~ispositi6n shall be disclosed ~o :' 
22 (1) The victim or a member of the victim's immediate family; 

23(2) Any law enforcement agency which investigated the offense, 

24 the person or agency which filed the complaint, and any law enforce

25 'ment agency in the municipality where the juvenile resides; and ,. 

26 . (3) On a confidential basis, the principal of the sch<?ol where the 

27· . ju.venile is enrolled for use' by the principal or his des~gnee in 

28 planning programs relevant to the juvenile's educational and social 

29-: development,which information shall not become part of the 

30 juvenile's permanents'Chool records. 

31· (4) A party ina·subsequent legal proceeding involving the 

32 juvenile; but· only upon' approval by the court and·· for the' sole 

33 purpose of impeaching the juvenileas.a witness~ 

34 d. There shall be a presumption that information as to the iden

3-5 tity' of a juvenile adjudicated delinquent,the offense; the adjudi

36 'ca,tionand the disposition ~hal1 be disclosed to the public where 

37 the offense for which the juvenile has been adj1:ldicated delinguent 

38 if committed by an adult, would constitute a crime of the first, 

39 second or third degree, or aggravateq assault, destruction or 

40 damage to property to an extent of more than $500.00 or the manu

41 facture,or distribution of ~ narcoti-c drug, unless upon application 

42 at the time of disposition the juvenile can demonstrate a substantial 

43 likelihood that. specific harm would result from such disclosure. 

44 Where the court finds that disclosure would be harmful to the 

45 juvenile; the reasons therefor, shall be, stated on. ,the record\ 

~6, e. Nothing in this section shall 'prohibit 1he 'esta~lishment and 

47 maintaining of a central registry of the records of law enforcement 

48 agencies relating to juveniles for the purpose of exchange between 

49 State or local law enforcement agencies of this State. 

50. f. Whoever, except as' provided, by .law, knowingly discloses, 

51 publishes, receives, or makes use of or knowingly permits ~l1e Un

52 authorized use of information concerning a particular juvenile 

53 derived from records listed in subsection a. o~ acquired, in the 

54 course of court proceedings, probation, or police duties,' shall, upon 

55 . conviction thereof,he guilty of a disorderly perspns's offense. 

56 g. The court may, upon application by the juvenile or his parent 

5:7 .01' guar<fian, the prosecutor or any other int~rested .party, includ

58 iug the victim or complainant or members of the news, m,edia:, 

59 . permit public attendance during any court proceeding at a delin~ 

60quency case, where it determines that a substantial likelihood th;at 
, ," . -' '., , 

61 specific harm to the juvenile would not result. 
i i 



6,2 The court shall have the authority to limit and control the 

63 attendance in any manner and to the extent it deems appropriate. 

1 2. Fingerprint records photographs of juveniles. a. Fingerprints 

2 of a juvenile may be taken only in the following circumstances: 

3 (1) Where latent fingerprints are found during the investigation 

4 of an offense and a law enforcement officer has reason to believe 

5 ' .that they are those of a juvenile, he may, with the consent of the 

6 court or juvenile and his parent or guardian fingerprint the juvenile 

T for the purpose of comparison with the latent fingerprints. Finger 

8 print records taken pursuant to this paragraph may be retained 

9 by the department or agency taking them and shall be destroyed 

10 when the purpose for the taking of fingerprints has been fulfilled.. 

11 . (2) 'Where a juvenile is detained in or committed to an institu

12 tion, that institution may fingerprint the juvenile for the purpose 

13· of identification. Fingerprint records taken pursuant to this para

14 graph may be retained by the institution taking them and shall be 

15 destroyed when the purpose for taking them has been fulfilled, 

16 .. except that if the juvenile was detained or committed as the result 

17 of an adjudication of delinquency, the fingerprint records may be 

18 retained by the institutiolf. 

19 (3) Where a juvenile 14 years of age or older is charged with 

20 delinquency on the basis of an act which, if committed by an adult, 

21 . woul'd constitute a crime, fingerprint records taken pursuant to this 

22 - paragraph may be retained by a law enforcement agency for 

23 criminal identification purposes. 

24 b. No. juvenile under the age of 14 shall be photographed for 

25 criminal identification purposes without the consent of the court 

26 or Of the juvenile llndhisparent or guardian. 

, 1 3. Sealing of records. a. On motion' of a person who has been 

2 the subject of a corilplaint filed under this act or on its own motion, 

3 the court may vacate its order and findings and order the non

4 disclosure' of social, medical, psychological, legal and other records 

,5	 of the court and probation services,and records of law enfor~ement 

6 .' agencies if it finds: 
" 

,7' (1) Two years have elapsed since the final discharge of the 

8 -person from legal custody or supervision, or 2 years have elapsed 

9 after the entry of any other court order not involving custody or 

10 supervision; and' 

11 (2) He has Jlotheen convicted of a crime, or a disorderly person's 

12 offense or -adjudged delinquent, during the 2 years prior to the 

13' filing of the motion, and no' proceeding or complaint is pending 

14 seeking such conviction or adjudication. 

i5' b. In any case wherein a juvenile has been adjudicated delinquent 

16 and said juvenile enlists in any branch of the Armed lrorcesof the 



17 United States, he may at 2!:]})Y time afteY fhe date ofml~h l!lldjudiCA~ 

18: tiO'n: present a duly verifi·ed petitIvTI to! the couri where sueFr 

19 adjlIdieation was entered, setting forth litH the facts' in the matter, 

20 ine'luding proof of oolistment and aooeptance in sard armed fo,rces, 

21 and praying fo]!' the relief provided in this section and subject to 

22' the liimitations hereinafter provided in this section, an order may 

23 be granted to seal an the l1ecords concerning such adjudication 

24: including records of the cO'urt, probation services and law entoree

25 me-nt agencies. Failure to enter the armed forces shall have the 

26 effect. of nullifying the sealing order: 

27 t!. Reasonable written notice of the motion shall be given to: 

28 (1) The Attorney General and thecountyproS'0cutor; 

29 (2) Tbe authority granting the discharge. if the. final discharge 

30 was from an institution, parole, or probation; and 

31 ,(3) The law enfo,rcement office, department, and central deposi. 

32 tory having custody of the files and records if such files: and reeords 

33 are included in the motion. 

34 d. Upon the entry o.f the order, the proceedings in the case 

35 shall be sealed and all index references shall he marked "nClt 

36 available" or "no record" and law enforcement officers and depart

~ ments. shall repl,y and the person may reply to any inquiry 'that 

38 there is no record with respect to such person, except that records 

39 may be maintained fo.r purposes of prior offender status. This 

40 secticm s:hall not apply to reports -required under the Controlled 

41 Dangerous Substances Registry .Act of 191(0, P. L. 1970, e. 221 

42 (C. 26:2G-17 et seq.). Copies o.f the order shall he sent to each 

4~' agency or official named therein. 

44 Inspection of the :files and records included in the order ms.jt 

45 thereafter be permitted by the court only upon motion and only to 

46 those persons named in the motion; provided, however, the court, 

47 in its discretion, may by special order in an individual case permit 

48 inspection by or release of information in the records to any clinie, 

49 hospital, or agency which has the person nnder Mre or treatment 

50 or to individuals or agencies engaged in fact.finding or res:eareh.• 

51 e. Any adjudication of delinquency or conviction ofa crime 

52 subsequent to sealing shall have the effect of nullifying the sealing 

5B ord<tl". 

54 f. Expungement of juvenile records shall be gove-rned by too 

55 applicable provisions of chapter 52 of Title 2C. 

1 4. This act shall take effect on September 1, 1983, but shall re~ 

2 main inoperative unless and until the following bills now pending 

3 before the Legislature as Assembly Bill No. 641, Assembly Bill No,; 

4 642, Assembly Bill No. 644 and Assembly Bill No. 645 are enacted 

.5 inic) law: 
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STATEMENT 

This bill revises the laws concerning the disclosure oLjnvenile 

reeords. It is one of the several bills in the package of legislation 

revising the present ju~enile justice laws. 

The law regulating disclosure of information pertaining to 

juvenile offenden must recognize two major considerations: the 

public's right to be informed and the rehabilitation of the juvenile. 

It is thebal8,ncing of these interests which form the basis ,0£ this 

bill. 

Section 1 permits a juvenile's social, medical, psychological, legal, 

and other records of the court and probation to be made availa;ble 

only to the following: 

(1) Any court or probation department;
 

(2,) The Attorney G.eneral or county prosecutor;
 

(3) The parents or guardian and to the attorney of the juvenile; 

.(4) The Division of Youth and Family Services, if providing 

care l)l' cUHtody of the juvenile.; 

(5) Any institution to which the juvenjl~ is currently committed; 

, and 

(6) Any person or agency interested in a case or in the work of 

the agency keeping the r~~ords, by order of the court for good 

cause sho,wl'l.. 

Section 1 also allows reeords of law enforcement concerning 

juveniles to be d~cl(}sed to other law enforcement a~ieS!of this 

State for law enforcement pl1rp~es. 

In addition, this s,ection estahlishesmanrlatoTy disclolmre of 

information conoorning a juvenile, including his identity and dis

positiQU to a vietim and his immediate family, certain law enforce

ment agencies, school principles with the strict proviso thaitsehool 

principals -use the" information on a confidential basis smlely for 

the purpooe of planning the juv~nile's, school program. Disclosure 

is also permitted to parties in subsequent legal proceedings in

volving the juvenile, but only after approval by the oourt and for 

tnepurpo.se of impaaelling the juvenile as a witness. 

Public discloslIlre is also provided for in section 1. Specifiically, 

this seabion creates a presumption that the identity of a juvenile 

adjudicated delinquent and the nature of the ofLense and dis

position be disclosed to the public where certain mOle, serious 

crimes such as crimes of the first, seco::nd or third degree, aggra

vated asaault, or extensive pro~rty damage OCCl1r, unleSs the 

- j:uvenile can demonstrate that a substantial likelihood and a specific 

harm would result from the disclosure. A person who intentionally 

disro@ses informft.tion concerning a juvenile contrary to thissootion 

, is a disovderly person. 

FlliallY,secit:i,on 1 provid~,_ tha;t. court proc~edim.gs:in deImqnency 

cases may be open to the public.Wher.a.th~,OOBrl,,~rmiRes:that a 
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substantial likelihood of specific harm to the juvenile would not 

result. 

Section 2 of this bill concerns fingerprinting and photographing 

of juveniles. This section provides that upon court order or after 

consent of the juvenile or his parent, a juvenile's fingerprints may 

be taken for comparative investigative purposes and that the 

juvenile's fingerprints must be destroyed after this purpose has 

· been fulfilled. Where a juvenile is in an institution the juvenile 

may be fingerprinted for the purpose of identification. FingerPrints 

may be retained by' the institution and are to be destroyed after 

· the identification purposes has been fulfilled. However, if a juvenile 

in an institution as the result of an adjudication of delinquency, 

the fingerprints may be retained.. 

Section 2 also provides that where a juvenile 14 years of age or 

older is charged with delinquency for an act which, if committed by 

an adult, would be a crime, any fingerprints taken for the reasons 

set forth in this section may be retained by a -law enforcement 

agency for criminal identification purposes. 

In addition, no juvenile under the age of 14 shall be'photo

graphed for criminal identification purposes without the consent 

of the court or juvenile and his parent or guardian. 

Section 3 concerns the sealing of juvenile records. This section 

substantially restates the present law in this area by permitting 

the court to vacate its order and findings and order thenondis

closure of juvenile records where i~jinds that: 

(1) Two: years have elapsed since the final discharge of the 

person' from legal custody or supervision after the entry of any 

other court order which did not involve custody or supervision; 

and 

(2) The juvenile has not been convicted of a crime, offense or 

adjudged delinquent during the 2 years prior to the filing' of his 

motion to seal and no action is pending seeking such a conviction 

or adjudication. 

In addition, section 3 alters the present law concerning the 

sealing of' juvenile records on the basis of enlistment. This section 

would now permit the sealing of those juvenile records only where 

the juvenile actually can prove enlistment and acceptance into the 

· armed forces. 

Section> 3 would also require written notice of a sealing order be 

given to the Attorney General and theconnty prosecutor; the au

thority granting the discharge if there was custody or supervision; 

arid the law enforcement agency having custody 6f the juvenile's 

records. This section also restates the present law concerning 

sealing procedures, as well as the inspection of sealed .records 

'{. ". when. permtttedby the. court. Expungement ofjuyenile:records 

.~: ~:::''WouldbegoV:etnedhy.Title2(L··" .. ~'. . _ \.' . ~ ..::: 
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This bill !revises the laws concerning the disclosure of juvenile f'ElCords. 

It is one of the several bills in the package of legislation revising the 

present juvenile laws. 

The law r~gulating disclosures of information pertaining to juvenile 

offenders must recognize two major considerations: the public's right 

to be informed and the rehabilitation of the juvenile. It is the balarwing 

of the:~13 interests which form the baSIS of this bill. 

Section 1 pe'rmits a juvenile's social, medical, psychological, legal, 

and other records of the court and probation to be made available 

only to the following: 

(1) Any court or probation department; 

(2) The Attorney General or county prosecuto'l'; 

(3) The parents or guardian and to the attorney of the juvenile.; 

(4) The Divicsion of Youth and Family Se,mces, if providing c.are 

or custody Of the juvenile; 

(5) Any institution to which the juvenile is currently committed; 

and 

('6) Any peT'8'On or agency interested in a case or in the work of 

the agency keeping tbe records, by order of the court for good cause 

shown. 

Section 1 also allows records of law enforcement concerning jlil.venil~s 

to be disclosed to other law enforcement agencies of this State for law 

eMorcement pu:rpooes. 

In addition, this section establishes mandatory disclosure of inf()rma~ 

tiOO:l conooI'lJing a juvenile, including his identity and disposition to 

a victim and his iInmediate family, certain law enforcement agencies, 

school principles with the strict proviso that school principals use the 

information on a confidential basis solely for the pUl'pose of planning 

the juvenile's school program. Disclosure is also permitted: to patties 

in subsequent legal proceedings involving the juvenile, but ()nly after 

approval by the court and for the purpose of impeaching the juvenile 

as a witn:e~ss. 
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Public disclosure is also provided for in section 1. Specifically, this 

section creates a presumption that the identity ,of 'a; juveniie adjudicated 

delinquent and the nature of the offense and disposition be disclosed 

to the public wher'e certain more serious crimes such as crimes of the 

first, second or third degree, aggravated as,sault, {;r extens1ive property 

damage occur, unless the juvenile can demonstrate that a substantial 

likelihood and a specific harm would result from the disclosure. A 

person who intentionally discloses information concerning a juvenile 

contrary to this section is a disorde,rly person.' 

Finally section 1 provides that court proceedings in 'delinquency 

cases may be open to the public where the court determines that 'a 

substantial likelihood of specific harm to the juvenile would not result., 

Section 2 of this bill concerns fingerprinting and photographing of, 

juveniles. This section provides that upon court order or after cons,eDt 

of the juvenile or his parent, a juvenile's fingerprints may' be taken' 

for comparative investigative purposes and that the juvenile's finger

prints must he destroyed after thisl purpose has been fulfilled. Where 

a juvenile is in an institution the juvenile' may he fingerprinted for 

the purpose of identification. Fingerprints may be retained by the 

institution and are to be destroyed after the identification purposes j 

has been fulfilled. However, if a juvenile, is in an institution as the re'sult 

of an adjudication of delinquency, the fingerprints may be retaine& ' 

Section 2 also provides that where a juvenile 14 years of age or 

older is charged with delinquency for)Ul act which, if committed by 

an adult, would he a crime, any fingerprints taken forrthe reasons' 

set forth in this section may be retained by a law enforcement agency 

for criminal identification purposes. 

,In addition, no juvenile under the age of 14 shall be photographed 

for criminal identification purposes without the consent of the court, 

or juvenile and his parent or guardian. 

'Section 3 concernS! the sealing of juvenile reoorrds. This' section 

substantially restates the present law in this area by permitting the. 

court to vacate its order and findings and order the nondisclo'sure of 

juvenile records where it finds that: 

(1) Two years have elapsed since the final discharge of the pe'rson 

from legal custody' or supervision after the entry of any other court ' 

order which did not involve custody or supervision; and 

(2) The juvenile has not been convicted of a crime, offense· or 

adjudged delinquent during the 2 years prior to the filing of his motion, 

to seal and no action is pending seeking such a convi<l,tion or adjudica

tion. ' , 

In addition, section 3 alters the present law concerning the se'aling; 

of juvenile reco,rds on the basis of enlistment. This section would now 
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pennit the s,ealing of those juvenile records only where the juvenile 

actually can prove enlistment and acceptance into the armed forces. 

Section 3 would also require written notice of a sle~ling order be 

given to the Atto'rney General and the county prosecutor; the authority 

granting the discharge if there was custody or supervision; and the 

law enforcement agency having custody of the juvenile's records. 

Tills section also restate,g the present law concerning sealing procedures, 

as well as' the inspection of s,ealed records when permitted by the 

court. Expungement of juvenile records would be governed by Title 20. 

The committee amendments are of a technical nature. 
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(Without Reference) 

.. AN ACT concerning the disclosu're of juvenile information. 

1 BE IT ENAC'l'ED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of N~wJe'l's'ey: 

1 L Disclosure of juvenile information: penalties for disclosure. 

2 a.· Social, medical,' psychological, legal and other records of the 

3 . court and probation department, and records of law enforcement 

4 ag~ncies, pertaining to juveniles charged as a delinquent or found 

5 to be part of a juvenile-family crisis, shall be strictly safeguarded 

6 ,from public inspection. Such records shall be made available only 

7 . to:
 

8 (1) Any court or probation department;
 

9' (2) The Attorney General or county prosecutor;
 
Matter printed in italics thus is new matter. 

Matter enclosed in asterisks or stan has been adopted as follows: 
--Senate conunittee amendment adopted Febrnary 8, 1982..1:... 
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(3) 'J1he parents ,or guardian mrdio .thelattorney of the juvenile; 

11 (4) The Div~ian of ¥ oueh .ana Fanii~y "Services, if providing 

12 care or custody of the juvenile; 

13 .(..5,) .Any,in..s.ti,tution to which theju¥6n.ile.is CUnBe.ntlzy~cam.mi.tteQ..; 

14 and 

15 (6) Any person or agency interested in a case or in the work of 

16 the agency keeping·theiIiEilCords,\by order of therc<mrt for good cause 

17 shown. 

18 .- b. Re-aord-s of law ,enforcement fl,gencies -maybe disclosed .for law 

19 'enfofoementpur,pQsoo toanoy law enforcement agency of 'this State. 

.c. Information as to the identity of a juvenile, ,the offense 

21 charged, the adjudication and di~position shall ,IDe disclosed to: 

22(1) The victim or a member of the victimlsimmediate .family; 

23 ,(2,) Any law enforcement agency whioh :investigated the offense, 

24 the person 'or,agencywhich filed the,complaint"andrfuly,law-enf.orce

25 ment\agencyin the municipality where ,the juvenile resides; ,and 

26(3) 'On.a confidential basis, the:principal of the-school where the 

27 ~uvenileiB ,emrolled£or use by :the vrincipal ~or -his de~Me in 

28 planning pmgrams relevant to the juvenile~s educationaliandsocial 

29 development, 'which :information shaH 'Ilot beaome \part of the 

juvenile's permanent school records. 

31 (4) A party in a subsequent legal proceeding involving the 

32 juvenile, but only upDnapproval -by 'lhe court and for the sole 

33 purpose of impeaching the juvenile as a witness. 

34d.Thel'e -shall be ,a presumption th-at information.asto the iden

35 tity of a juvenile adjudicated delinquent, the offense, the adjudi

36 ·cati'onand the -disp(}Bition "shall .he disclosed ,to .the ,public wheJ'e 

37 the offense for which the juvenile has been adjudicated,delinquent 

38 if ,'Committed by an adult, would C(imstitutea,crime ,of the firsi, 

39 second 'or third degree, or aggravated assaul~, -destruction or 

damage to property to an extent.of more than $500.00 or the manu

41 .facture· or distribution ofa nareotic drug, unless ,upon -lWplication 

4:2· 'atrthe time ofd1sposition the juvenile.can,demonstratera.8ubstantial 

4$ .likelihood ,that. specific ;oor:m .w9111d ,result .fr:om such· disclosure. 

44 Where the court finds that disclosure would be harmful to the 

45 juvenile, the reasons 'ther:eior ,shall be 18.tated onJille l'ooord. 

46 e. Nothing lin ilhis~ectionshan ,>p3iohibit the establishment al!ld 

47 maintaining of :a·-central registry.of,theiL'ecords of law enforcement 

48 agencies relating to juveniles for ,the ,pm;pose of exChange 'between 

49 State or local law enforcement agencies of this State. 

f. Whoever, except as provided by law, knowingly discloses, 

51 publishes, receives, or makes use of or knowingly permits the un

52 authorized use of information concerning a particular juvenile 
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5B deri:'V!ed &.rmn .lWcnrds JiBiffd in,suhseciion a. ,:or acquired in the 

fu1: ,etmTSe em fIDnrt prooeedings, r:p1Tobmion, ,or qJDlitre'duties, snl'dl, il;1Pcm 

5'5. aromti:ctinn :thereof, me ;gnil1ly,ufa disoTrle:rly persnns..fs ;rfffense. 

56 g. The court may, upon application by the jlliv:.emle,or1ri,qmzren.'t 

5!7 ror rgu~urdinn, ~he prO'smmtar m' mlY 'other :interested party, includ

58 . mg ':the victim or .complainant 'or lmembens of ,'the :news lnrndia, 

5-9 .:peIrmii ]lublic adJtendance :dwing any:euurt .pr:ooeeding :at:a delin

60 quency case, where it detemmnes rtihat 'a 'stilJstanl.liwl ~Hk.el:ihoodi;hat 

61 . :llpe'Cifidharm tt!o r:tth'e ;}llveni:le wuulduot:result. 

6.2 Thec'Ourt ;shall have:the Ruthmtityio 'limit ;and.contnol the 

63 ailtenrlance in 'an;y manner land to the extent it deemsappropiiate. 

1 ~. }FingBTprint lrecords <.photographs .of ju-ueniles. 'n. iFiIlge1!prints 

.2 of '8. 'juvenile 'ma.y ;be' taken· onl:yin the following cilrm:tmsibmnces : 

,8 (1) Where la:tent:fingerprints "are founa during the invesfiggtion 

114, "6£ (aill <1'ff;ense 'and a .law en'forooment 'df'froeT 'has 'Tereson ~to fbEl'lieVle 

D "th~t 'they are ,thusedf a juvenile, he 'ma.y, 'with 'tlrerroiIlSeTlt :df the 

16 i(t'ourt 'or juvenile and 'hisparent,urlguardian 1fingerprintihe--juvenile 

-7 for "the lpUTpDB'e fof ,compaTi'Son ;with rthe .latentfuIger.pxints. 'Finger 

'8 print Too01'dB'tRken lpU'llSuarit ~iothil'l pa1ta-graph 'nm'Y'b.e 'rre±ainetl 

9 by the department or agen-ey iaking jh-em'and '-shlillbe ,deatTeyed 

10wh-en' the'purp'Ose 'for the'taking'o£:fingerprints :has hoomfulfilled. 

11 (2) Whene 'R jtlveriile i'SdBtaineB. in :ortoommi:tied ;,toand,m.stitu

12 . 'ti-on, that jnsHtution '.mayfingeTprint:the juv:enile cror',fhe ;purpose 

13 of identi:fication. :Finge.npl'int !rec.ordstaken :.pUl'suarrt Lto 1hi£.para

14 '.graph lma-y be (retained ~by the institution \taking them ,andi.Shall be 

15 ,destroyed :when ~tbe lpurpose for 'ta.king :them ,has been fulfilled, 

16 except that if the juvenile was detainerlor:committed :as\the -result 

17 of 'an ,adjudication .of ·{jelirrquencY,the :fingerprmt reeorBs .may he 

1£ reitained lby the Jinstiiution. 

19 .'(3\) Where ;an,'1lvenile 14 years of age or .older is changed ·:with 

20 fdelinquen~ JDn the (ba'Sis ·of an act -which, lif'committed !bY<81n.adult, 

21 'w.lmld .constitute .ac.r.ime,nngerprinbrecords taken pursn.ant.to this 

22 ipamgl'aph :may 'be ,retained 'by :a law enforcement .agenGY fo.r 

23 .l$t'imin.al identification pm·po~s. 

24 ,b.ND juvenile under th~ age 6f 14 shan be ,pho.tpgraphed far 

25 rcniminal iderttift<tatiall (purposes :without the c.onsmrt lof lthe :court 

26 or of the juvenile and his parent or,guardian. 

.1 ,3. 'Sealing lof ,lleaOlrds. -'8,• .on motion ,of a ;person :who has been 

2 -the subject 'Of 1\ :eomplaint .filed,under this ,act or on its own motion, 

,S ,the cc:ouJ!t -nmy vacate :its order and :findin,gs ,andarder the non

r4.di~closune '.dfso:cial, Ime.dical, .psycholQgical, .legal.and other Ir6eI>rds 

.5.of the, «nurl and:p1i'oba:tion·serriees,;and x.eiWrds·ofJaw,emOl'oemertt 

16 •.age:rrcieslif it nnds : 



7.(1) Two ,years. have, elapsed, since' the final discharge ,of the 

8 ,pe:tson fro'TIl legal custody or supervision" or 2 years have elapsed 

9 after, the/entry, of any othet court order not involving custody or 

10', supervision; and '
 

11 ,(2) He has not been convicted of a crime, or a disorderly person's;
 

12 offense' or adjudged delinquent,during the 2 years' priort<i the'
 

13 filing of the, motion, and no proceeding or complaint ~s pending'
 

14. seeking oSuch conNiction or adjudication. 

15 b. In any case wherein a juvenile has been adjudicated delinquent 

16 , and said juvenile enlists in any branch of the Armed Forces' of the 

17 ,United States, he may at any time.afterthe date of such adjudica> 

18 tion pre'sent a duly verified petition to the court' where such 

19 adjudication wasenfeted,. setting:forth all the fact s:in the matter, 

20 including proof of enlistment and acceptance in said, artned forces, 

21 and praying for the relief provided in this section and subject to 

22 the limitations hereinafter proVided in this section, an Qrdermay 

23 be granted to seal all the records concerning such adjudication 

24 including re,cords of the court,/probation servicesapd law enforce

25 ,ment agencies; Failure "to enter the armed, forces shaIl have:- the 

26 effect of nullifying the sealing order. 

27 c. Reasonable written notice of the motion shall be given to: 

28' .(1) The Attorney General arid the county proseootor;,r 

29 (2) ,The authority granting the discharge if the final discharge' 

30 was ftom an institution, parole, or pr6bation ; and 

31 ,(3) The law enforcement office, ,department,· and central deposi-' 

32 tory having custody of the files and records if such files and records 

33 are included in the motion. 

34 d. Upon the entry of the order, the proceedings. in the case 

35 shall be sealed and all index references shall be nlarked'''not 

36 'available" or "no record" and law enforcement office'rs and depart.: 

37 ments shall ~eply and the person may reply to any ,inquiry that 

38 .there is no record with respect to such person, except that 'records 

39 ' may be maintained for purposes of prioroffendet status. This 

40 section shall not apply to reports required ullaer, the Controlled 

41' Dangerous Substances Registry Act of 1970,' P. L. 1970, c. 227 

42 ' (C. ,26 :2G-Uet seq.). Copies of the order shall be sent to each 

43 agency or official named therein. 

44·· Inspection 6f the files and records included in the order may 

45 the:reafter be permitted by the court only upon motion and only to 

46 'those persons named'in the motion; provided, however, the court, 

47 iidtsdiscretion; may by special order in an individualcase permit 

48:: inspection by or release ofinformation in the recorda to any clinic, 

49 hospital, or agency which has the person under care or treatment 

50 or to individuals or agencies engaged in fact-finding or research. 
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51 e. Any adjudication of delinquency or conviction of a crime 

52 subsequent to sealing shall have the effect of nullifying the sealing 

53 order. 

54 f. Expungement of juvenile records shall be governed by the 

55 applicable provisions of chapter 52 of Title 20 ·01 the New Jersey 

56 Statutes·. 

1 4. This act shall take effect on September 1, 1983, but shall re

2 main inoperative unless and until the following bills now pending 

3 before the Legislature as Assembly Bill No. 641, Assembly Bill No. 

4 642, Assembly Bill No. 644 and Assembly Bill No. 645 are enacted 

5 into law. 
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.. 
A comprehensive revision of New Jersey's juvenile justice laws, including 

a crackdown on crimes of violence and the creation of a Family Court to deal with 

juvenile matters was signed into law today by Governor Thomas H. Kean. 

The five-bill package was signed by the Governor at a ceremony in the Assembly 

Chamber. 

"This signing ceremony today culminates efforts of severnl years to upgrade, 

modernize and improve the manner in which the juvenile justice system functions in 

New Jersey," Kean said. "It recognizes very clearly the need to deal swiftly and 

sternly with violent young crimi~als and it tempers that recognition with the 

understanding that there are cases in which counseling and rehabilitation will be 
\ 

an adequate and appropriate response." 

The five bills signed by the Governor are: 

A-641, sponsored by Assemblyman Martin Herman (D-Gloucester) which permits judge 

to refer juveniles over the age of 14 years to trial as an adult when charged with a 

a serious crime such as homicide, kidnapping, or sexual assault. 

A-642, also sponsored by Herman, which establishes a Family Court in place of 

the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court and extends its jurisdiction to the parent 

of the juvenile or other members of the family who might have contributed to the 

crisis. 

-A-643, sponsored by Assemblyman Walter M. D. Kern (R-Bergen) setting standards 

for the disclosure of juvenile identities and permits the fingerprinting of juvenile 

in certain cases. 

- more 
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A-644, sponsored by Assemblyman John Doyle (D-Ocean) to establish juvenile-

family crisis intervention units in each county to assist juveniles and their 

. famiiies whose behavior creates a crisis situation. 

A-645, sponsored by Assemblyman Eugene Thompson (D-Essex) which revises and 

standardizes in all counties the processing and handling of juvenile matters prior 

to involvement by the court, thus permitting some matters to be disposed of outside 

the courtroom. 

"This program achieves a balance between the need for law-abiding society 

to be protected from the violent acts of young persons and the need for that same 

soci ~ty to rehabi 1; tate juvenil es and turn them away from a career of cri~, \I 

Kean sa.id. 

The Governor noted that he had been a 10ng time advocate of the programs 
\ ' 

embo~;ed in the package of Dills.
 

"Crime --- and particularly violent crime --- is continually expressed by
 

-people as their major concerr," Kean said. liThe rapid and tragic upward surge 

in juvenile crime has been of deepening concern and demands that government deal 

w'ith it. 

liThe package of bills I have signed today represents a most appropriate
 

response to the problem and I am confident that New Jersey will make great
 

strid~s in combating juvenile crime," Kean said.
 

Jl JJ Jl Jl Jl 
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