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Title 12.
Chapter 7.
Article 8. (New)
Licensing OperatIOn and
Enforcement
§§1-16,18-C.12:7-70 to
12:7-86
§17-T & E & Note to 12:7-61
§55-Approp. & r-:ote to § 17
so6-Repealer
s57-Note to §§1-56

1'.1..1995. CHAPTER 401, appral'ed January 10, 1996

St.:l1d~C Commi t tee Substi tute (First Reprin t)

for 1995 Senate No. 2267

AN ACT consolidating and reforming the laws regulating boating,
2 supplementing and amending chapter 7 of Title 12 of the
3 Revised Statutes. and amending and repealing various parts of
4 the statutory law.

5

6 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the

7 State of New Jersey:
8 1. (New section) The Legislature finds and declares that
9 numcl'OUS laws have been enacted over the past half-century

10 concerning the regulatIon of boats and vessels; that many of the
11 provisions of these laws arc duplicative or outdated; that
12 vlolallons of laws governing the licensing, registration and
13 operation of boals and vessels are currently treated as disorderly
1·1 persons offenses: and Ihat such offenses are disproportionate With
15 the seriousness of Ihese Iypes of violatIons, which are comparable
16 to motor vehicle violalions.
17 The I.egisltllure further finds and declares that. while mosl
18 boaters are knowledgeable and responsible with regard 10 safety
19 issues. there remain many less experienced. and often }'oungcr,
20 boaters who operate vessels on the waters of the State; that.
21 under current law, boaters convicted of boating while
22 intoxicated. or of careless or reckless boating can resume Ihelr
23 boating activities upon payment of a fine or expiration of a
24 period of boating privilege suspension; and that many personal
25 watercraft operators can be found on the waters of the State
26 each year with little or no knowledge or understanding of safe
27 vessel operation.
28 The Legislature therefore determines Ihat it is in the public
29 mterest to reorganize and consolidate the various boating laws to
30 facilitate a clearer understanding and i:1creased compliance WIth
31 these laws; and. that boating laws should be revised so that the
32 penalties imposed for violations of these laws are consistent with
33 those imposed for motor vehicle violations.
34 The L.egislature further determines that there is a need for
35 mandatory boat safety instruction for young and inexperienced
36 boaters, as well as for those who are found guilty of boating while

37 intoxicated or of careless or reckless boating.
38 2. (New section) As used in this chapter. unless the contcxt

39 clearly requires a different meaning:
40 "Commission" means the Boat Regulation Commission

41 established pursuant to section 14 of P.L.1962. c.73
42 (C.12:7-34.49):

EXPLANATIO~--Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets (thus] in the
above bill is not en.cted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Hatter underlined ~ is new Matter.
~atter enclosed in superscript numer.l, h., been adopted .s follows:

Assemb'y AJL commIttee .mendMents .dopted December 14. 1995.
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. Department" means the Department of Lim dnd Public Safety;
"Director" llIeans the Director of the DIvision of ~totor

Vehicles III thn Department of Transportiltion.
"DivisIOn" llIeans the DIVIsion of Motor Vchlck,> In the

Department of Transportation:
., DoculTIp.nted vessel" meam a vessel which has a valid Manne

Docull1fJnt issued by the United States Coast Cuard or any
Fp.deral agency sur.cessor thereto;

"Length" means measurement from end to end over the deck
parallel to the centerline excluding sheer, bowsprits, bumpkins.
rudders. outboard motors. brackets or other equipment or
appendages:

., Motor" means a temporarily or permanently installed fuel
consuming mechanism by which the vessel is or may be propelled.
incluuing an electrical motor;

"Operate" means to navigate, usc. control or command a vessel;
"Operator" means every person having charge. control.

operation or direction of any vessel and the owner of the vessel if
the owner is on the vessel at the time it is operated in violation
of the law;

"Owner" means a person. other than a lienholder. having the

property in or title 10 a vessel. The term Includes a person
entitled to the use or possession of the vessel subject to an

Interest of another person. reserved or created by agreement and
ser.uring payment or performance of an obligation. but the term

excludes a lessee under a lease not intended as security;
"I't:rsonal watercraft" means a personal watercraft as defined

by section 1 of P.L.1993. c.299 (C.12:7-62):
'Power vessel" means a vessel temporarily or permanently

eqUipped with machinery for propulsion. including a personal
watercraft. and shall not include a vessel propelled wholly hy
sails or by muscular power;

"Sailboat" means any boat whose sale source of propulsion is

the wind:
"Vessel' means a boat or watercraft. other than a sea plane on

the water. used or capable of being used as a means of
transportation on water; and

"\Vaters of this State" means all waters within the jurisdiction
of this Stall', both tidal and nontidal. and the marginal sea

adjacent to this State to a distance of three nautical miles frolll
the shoreline.

3. (i\iew section) il. Upon proper application l[therefore)
.!.b.P.rP.fo~1 . the director shall license a person to operate a power
vessel on the nontidal waters of this State. A person shall not
make any misstatement of filct in an application for a power

vessel operator's license.
b. Except ilS provided pursuant to subsection c. of this section:
(I) A person shall not operate a power vessel on the nontidal

waters of thiS State without being licensed by the director; and

(2) A person under 16 years of age shall not be licensed to
operatc a power vessel on the nontidal waters of this State.

c. A person is not required to be licensed pursuant to
subsection b. of this section when operating a power vessel:

(I) [lowered solely by a motor of less than one horsepower or an
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electnc motor of 12 \olts or less:
(2) that is 12 feet or greater in length and powered by a motor.

or combination of motors. of less than 10 horsepower;
(3) while actually competing in an authorized race held under

the auspices of a duly incorporated yacht club or racing

association in accordance with rules and regulations prescribed by

the Division of State Police in the Department of Law and Public

Safety and pursuant to a permit duly issued by that dIvision;
l[orJl

(4) pursuant to the provisions of subsection i.I. of section 2 of

P.L.1987. c.453 (C.12:7-61)1;,

(5) if the person is an out-of-State resident. the person' s

vessel is registered in the person's state of residence and th.~

person has successfully completed a boat safety course

substantially similar to the boat safety course administered

pursuant to section 1 of P. L.1987. c.-IS3 (C.12:7-60). provided

that the person enters New Jersey with the intent to operate a

\'e~~el. and that the person operates the vessel for no more than

~O days between May 1 and September 30 of any year1.

d. Except as provided pursuant to subsection c. of this section.

a person shall have in his possession a proper license at all times

when operating a power vessel on nontidal waters and shall

exhlbi t the license to any law enforcement officer upon request.

Failure of a person to exhibit such license upon request shall be

presumptive evidence that the person is not a licensed operator.

e. A person who violates the provisions of subsection b. of this

sec lion shall be subject to a fine of not more than $500 or to a

term of imprisonment not to exceed 60 days. or both. except that:

(1) A person who has never been licensed to operate a power

vessel on the nontidal waters of this State or any other

jurisdiction shall be subject to a fine of not less than $200 and. in

addition. the courl shall issue an order to the Director of the

Division of Motor Vehicles requiring the director to refuse to

issue a license to operate a power vessel on the nontidal waterc;
of thiS State to that person lor a period of not less than 180 days:

and
(2) A person who can exhibit to the court before which the

person is summoned to answer to the charge a valid operator's

license issued to that person which was valid on the day that

person was charged shall be subject to a fine of not more than

S 100. in addi tion to any reasonable court costs the court may
impose. Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection. the

court may. in its discretion. dismiss a charge regarding the

failure to exhibit an operator's license brought pursuant to the

provisions of this section.

f. The penalties provided for pursuant to subsection e. of this

section shall not he applicable in cases where failure to have

actual possession of the operator's license is due to an
administrative or technical error by the Division of Motor

Vehicles.

-I. (New section) a. The fee for a -I8-month power vessel

operator's license required pursuant to section 3 of P.L. . c.

(C. )(now before the Legislature as this bill) shall be $16 and

shall be paid to the director for deposit into the State General
fund.
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b. Edch :\cw Jersey power vessel operator's license issued
pursuant to section J of P. L. . c. (e. )(now before the
Legislature as this bill) shall have a color photograph of the
llcenSCf!. In addition to the fee required pursuant to subsectIOn a.
of thiS sectIOn. the fee for the photograph shall be 52 for each

license.
5. (New sectIOn) a. A person who lends allY operator' s license

reqUired pursuant to section 3 of P.L. . c. (C. )(now before

the Legislature as this bill) to another person shall be subject to a

fine of not less than $25 nor more than $ 100.
b. A person owning or having control or custody of a power

vessel who allows the power vessel to be operated by a
non-licensed operator shall be subject to a rine of not more than
$100.

c. r\ person operating a power vessel who exhibits the

operator's license of another shall be subject to a fine of not less
than $200 or to a term of imprisonment not to exceed 60 days. or

both.
d. A person who exhibits the operator's license of another for

purposes of identirication in any situation other than as described

in subsection c. of this section shall be subject to a fine of not

less than $25 nor more than $100.
6. (New section) A person who possesses a motor. whether

inboard or outboard. the motor number of which has been altered
or mutilated. or who comes into possessIon of such a motor. shall
at once file in writing with the l[divisionJ Division of State

Police 1 a statement selling forth all circumstances in connection

with that person' s possession of the motor.
7. (New section) a. A person who operates a vessel on the

waters of this State. without due caution and circumspection. in a

manner that endangers. or is likely to endanger. a person or

property shall be guilty of careless operation. Careless operation

shall include. but need not be limited to. the loading of a vessel

beyond the maximum capacity stated on the United States Coast
Guard capacity label or the capacity label of the manufacturer

affixed to the vessel.
b. In addition to any other requirements provided by law. a

person convicted under subsection a. of this section shall be
required after conviction to complete a boat safety course from

the list approved by the Superinlendent of State Police pursuant
to section 1 of P. L.1987. c.453 (C.12:7-60). which shall be

COmlJleted prior to the restoration or the privilege to operate a
vessfll which may have been revoked or suspended for a violation
of the provisions of this sHetion. Failure to satisfy this

requirement shall result in the immediate revocation or the

privilege to operate a vessel on the waters or this State. or the
continuation of revocation until the requirements of this
subsection are satisfied.

8. (New section) A person shall not operate or allow another

person to operate a vessel on the waters of this State unless the

vessel has a serviceable United States Coast Guard approved

personal flotation device for each person on board. Such devices
shall be of a type and in sufficient number as required by the

United Slates Coast Guard for a vessel of that class operating on
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navigable waters. Such devices shall be readily accesslble when
the vessel is W'lder way or worn as required by regulation.

For the purpose of this section, the temlvessel" does not
include surfboards. windsurfers. racing shells. rowing sculls and
racing kayaks.

9. (New section) a. A person shall not discard debris from a
vessel that is on the waters of this State. A person who violates
this section shall be subject to a fine of not less than $200 nor
more than $1.000 for each offense.

b. There shall be a rebuttable presumption that the owner of
the vessel. if present on the vessel. or. in the owner's absence,
the operator of the vessel. is responsible for any violation of this
sec t IOn. if:

(1) Debris of any nature is discarded from the vessel hy an
occupant of the vessel;

(2) There arc two or more occupants In the vessel; and
(3) It cannot be detemllOed which occupant of the vessel is the

VIolator.
10. (New section) A person o\JeratHlg d vessel on the waters of

thiS State shaH stop or lay to when so ordered by any law
enforcement officer.

11. (New section) a. A law enforcement officer may serve a
sumlTlons on any person violating any provIsion of chapter 7 of
Tille 12 of the ReVised Statutes.

II A law enforcement officer may arrest any person vlOlatll1g
III hiS presence any proviSion of chapter 7 of Title 12 of the
Rf!vlsed Statutes instead of Issuing a SUl1lmons Ilursuant to
!;uh.,l!ctlon a. of this section.

c A law enforcement orricer may arrest Without a warr<lnt

illly person whCl tht! officer has probable cause to believe h<ls
operilted a vessel 111 violation of secllon 3 of P.L.19j2, c.lS?
(C.12.7--16). regardless of whether the suspccted Violation
ocr.urmd in the ofrlccr' s prescnce.

12. (New section) a. The SUllerlor Court and every municipal
court shall have jUrisdiction to enforce the provisions of chapter
7 of Title 12 of the Revised Statutes. Each of these courts shall
have Jurisdiction to receive complaints. order arrests. issue
summonses and warrants. admit to bail. and take any action
required of a judge in the enforcement of the provisions of
chapter 7 of Title 12 of the Revised Statutes within their
respective territorial jurisdictions.

b. A court that suspends or revokes a person's privilege to
operate a power vessel shall transmit forthwith to the director an
order indicating that fact and the ground upon which the privilege
was suspended or revoked.

13. (New section) a. A court may revoke or suspend the
pri .... ilege of a person to operate a power vessel if that person has
been convicted of homicide in connection with the operation of a
l[vessel orF motor vehicle or of operating a l[vessel orp motor
vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or a
narcotic. hallucinogenic or habit producing drug.

b. A court may revoke or suspend the privilege of a person to
operate a power vessel if that person has been charged with a
homicide in connection \\;th the operation of a 1[vessel orJ1
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111111,,1' \ .. fllell! or of 0!ll'f<tllng 1I vessel Of motof vehicle while
lI11dl~1 lhl' In!"lw'llcIl of intOXicating llqUOf or a narcotic,
h.t/ilil Iml~I'IIIC Ill' Iwblt producmg drlljol. ptmding disposition of that
{h,lr~'!' or for <IllY ottwr 1II0lation of any of the provisions of
(h.lpll'r ~' lit T,lli' 12 of tIll! Revl!:;e!l Statutes or of any rule or
11'~:III,nlllll 11II'o,crdlf:t! ttwrp.undf!f by the dimrtnr or the
I 1111 1111 I!,... II III

Ie ,A cOllrt ".hall I~l_~n}.. eox,.s_uM'~nQJh~llnvalege of a person to
o(l.'rtllp .•IJ!I~\~.~~r v!l~o;p.1 !l.!..h!!.!..JL~Jlas been charged with or
1.lIIIIIIctt'r.!. I)J _!1!lIII1C!!!!:__.!~ CI2!}ll8C::l1P!!. with the operation of a
lil ..... ,d I

lie I" I WtWII tI Ilfwwn S pflllllf!gP. III operatp. a power vessel is
II'I/o""d fir 'illsplHulml. that pfHson shall have an opportunity to be
11I',trli l\tlf!ndanUl of wilnessf!'; to such hearing may be
1I11111"dll:t1 hy !>uhpo'!lIa

lid I I! 1 FatluflJ uf Ihe licensee or any olher person possessing
I III' 111."II'i'! carIllo deliver the same to the suspending or revoking
'"111!. or 1!1f! dIrector If so ordered. shall constitute a violation.
1\ !.Ollr! Ihal sU!ipends or revokts a license shall promptly place''It' 11I:f!ll'il! eard in the custody of the division. excepl when the
III ~ 1.. 1011 'ihall nlherwi!lie direct

"I' I I' I The dlv Ision shall have the exclusive power to restore
,\ 1"'1'''011 'i IHII/IIIlIe!! 10 operate a power vessel and may restore
lh.\ r I'rll/lIl!.-cfl aflor the person pays to lhe director a $50
,,",lor.lllfln ,,!tl. UllltlS!'Ii otherWise speclried. whenever a license is
1I·\lIk,·d pursu,1I11 1o thiS sectIon a new license shall not be iS5Up.d
III IIII' p,!r'inll whn·w IIr:ensl' IS revoked for at leasl six monlhs
.dl,·, II\I! dilill nf such rc\'ocallon, as delermined by the direclor.

1 I (:".i"\V 'im:lllml .1. A person whose I>rilillege. Including any
h. ,'I\'.I! ur nUl1lbl!fll1g, to operate a power vessel or a ves.~cl that IS
I ~ I.!!!l Of greillf~r in length has been suspended. revoked Of
I'l'IIhd>i1,!d shall not operate such a vessel on the waters of Ihls

'" .1/ ,:

II ,\ pp.rson violating subsection a. of thiS section shall be
!tuh)f!CI 10 Ihe followin, penalties:

(1) upon conviction for a first offense. a fine of $SOO;
(2) up .1 conviction For a second offense, a fine of $150 and a

It:rm of Imprisonment nOI 10 exceed five days;
(:II upon conviclion for a third offense and each subsequenl

offense. a fine of $1.000 and a term of imprisonment not to
llxcecd 10 days.

r.. In addition to Ihe penaltie5 prescrib~d in subsection b. of
thiS s,:clion. a court shall suspend or exlend the suspension of thl!
opera ling privileges, for a I)eriod not 10 exceed six months. of a
person who violales subsection a. of this section.

d. In addilion 10 the penallies prescribed in subsections b. and
r.. of this seclion, a courl may impose a tcrm of imprisonment /lol
to exceed 45 days, ir while operating a vessel in violation of
5ub.r;ection a. or this section a person causes an accident resulting
In personal injury to anolher person.

c. In addition to the penalties prescribed in subseclions b.• c.
and d. of this section. any person violating subsection a. of this
section while under a suspension issued pursuant to section 3 of
P.L.1952. c.157 (C.12:7-46) upon conviction shall be fined $500.
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,,11,,11 ~1<1\l' Iil~ PII\II,'gl' III operatf' <l \I~,,~,d sUllpl'ndt~d :01' il:\

"ddillllll.1i pl'rilld III Illlt IPllS than OIl!! ~eilr nor Jllllre than two
,,1'.11', ,\Ill! 11l"~ lll' 1I11lll'l~Il11l'd for iI Illrtll not til I"Ct!I!O 40 days.

.'\11\ pl'llI)(1 01 ,',IISpl!llSIOn ullposed hy iI court Undl!r thIS
',1'1 I II III th.lt \lilllill! Ull1tllllll! beyolld SI!plernhl!r 10 of any c,d!!ndilr
\1'.tI ~1I,1I1 Ill' Illtl!rl'llpll!d on that date and "hall flf~ r.ornpleted
.d 11'1' f\pl II :1lJ 01 tht! followlIlg }'flilr-

1.1 l~l'w SI'CIIIIII) All rille!> unposl!t1 under chapter 7 uf Title 12

III th.' I{l"d""d Statutes shilll he pant to the court illlpOSll1g the
t 1111", \\'lliun 'Il) days aflt!r rer.tllp!, the court shall then transmit

';\1(:11 fllll!'; to lhtl 'I'n'aSlll'Ilr of the Stilte of Nf'w Jersey for deposit

IIIIIl ttw Stille (;Plwrill Fund

1Ii. (:"I!W sm:lllml ,I TIll! (!Iwctor, the commission and the

"'lJPI'I'IIlII'll(h~nt of Statl! lIollI:e, whichever IS appropriate and
',ulJwct til ttll! appl'm<ll of ll1l! t\tlurrHl~' Gcneral. may promulgate
',lIl.h rull's antI regulatIOns pursuant to the .. Administrative

I'rtlcedul'f' Act', 1'.l..t%II, c.-IIO (C5:!: I-lB-1 et seq.), as
'11" '''i'iary to cffcctuille tlIP. proVISion,> of P,1.. . c, (e. Hno\\'
hdl)rl~ ttIP. Legislature as thiS bill),

b. A II rules and regula t ions prornulga ted pursuant to the
pro\ l'iIOll'i of chapt ers 7 and 7C of TI t Ie 12 of the ReVised

~tiltutf'''' before the eff,!ctilic date of this act which are not

Illf.nn"l .. tl~nt with ttIP. proVISions of P. L. . c, (C Hno\\' before

th': Lf~Ellslaturc tiS thiS billt shall rcmaln 111 effect untJi such tlllH!
,", .,lIch rUII!S and regulatlOlls arc changed or otherwise readopted.

t;' (NI!\V SCr.lIOI1J it The Superintendent of State Police shall
tI,,,, ,·Iop t. 1 tll1ll 1!..h_t.:--,~ul":rJntendent. or his desi.8!)~ shall 1

,Ill,rllnlsler 1: I a writtcl1 tcst for e)(penenceu boaters which shall

Iw ' ..... IWc! III lieu of complf'!ting the boat safet~' course requirf'!d
IIIJf'iUilnt to SUhSI~Cllon c, of section 2 of P.L.19B;'. c,-I53
(C I:! i-61). Upon successful completion of the test. the person
..hall be gillen a c:ertiflcatf'! which shall fulfill the requirements of
sUhSt:CtlOll c. of Sf?ctlon 2 of P,1..1987, 1..-153 (C.12:7-6l), A

I'.!rson who fails the tes: shall be subject to all reCluiremf'!nts of
subsection c. of section 2 of P,L,1987, 1..453 (C,12:7-61), A
person may only take one test pursuant to this subsection,

b. A person who takes a tcst pursuant to subsection a of thl';
~cc:tlon shall pay such fee as determined by the superintendent to
dl!fray Ihe costs of developing and admi/llstering the test and
ISSUlIIg the certificates to persons who successfully complet!.; the
lest.

r.. In adclltlon 10 all other penalties provided by law, a person
who provides false Information on an application for a written

test issued pursuant to subsection a. of this section shall be
subjec t to a fine of S100.

d. The l[supperintendentl superintendent 1 shall deternllne the

qualifications for application and all other requirements for

applicants under this section.
118. (New section) a. A Ilerson may operate il personill

watercraft without having completed a boat safety course
required pursuant to subsection c. of section 2 of P.L. t98i. c.-l5~

(C.12:7-6l) or a written test administered pursuant to section Ii

9f P. L. . c, {C, Hno\\' before the Legislature as this bil!1

under the following conditions:



(;

c. '

J

II l{j SCS fnr S~~(i7

8

[I) tIlt' 1"'I~11l1 111'1·r~ltt:sJ.h!~_1)t~!'.:.~on~Lwa.!~rcrilft within tb~

IJO\lIld(lllt'~ 01 ,11\ "n!,,\ dt!~l&lli!!£1!L~q1QlY_..for~pera.!..!.Q..~

I'l'r"'"1i11 \~,.II·ler.lr( b.LI\..!>~~!ne§§ engage.Q.....!..Q rentlllg personaj
IV,Itt'P,I •• f1 1111 W,I' I)nll!.'~~"'(ltersof the St,ate;

(I.) till! ,1Il'll dfl!iI1(lli~t!!d.for such oPE!ration IS supervised by a
" ,,!'rsoll \\110 I~ 1'\I~HrtCI!C~~U!Lthe operation of~ersonal watercraft

,llId who h",.~llC:Lf!~sJl~JlY.,_~ompltl.!.!!.!!-~~t_~fety course
/I 111'1'1'01,11'11 jllll"\Ii111110 !!l!r~tlq!!.-l...QI P.L. 1987, c.453 (C.l.2;7-60);

'I illld

III ll' till! I'f!l'SOI1.. hil'i~l~~~ssf~ completed an instruction course
I I provlllf1d~y. tllP. O_W,nfJl~ or lessee of the personal watercraft prior

I' 10 f1LIfJl'lI.1 !"K.. I hf! pc.rs,l)nal watercraft within the designated area.
I I h. JOIlfUillJl!!..rt!lUln..dent ,of State Police shall adopt. pursuant to

I I till! _.:· ...'-~l1u.')!~trt'.U.vr~ .. Procedure Act," P.L. 1968. c,410
I. lC.f,t!:IlI~'L ~.L,~!~Il:J. any rules or regulations necessary to
II. 11I11'11J.llll!pt thQ.l~.(JvislOns of this section. 1

Ii' 1[18.) lH,1 Section 5 of P.L.1987. c.269 (C.12:7-23.5) is

1/\ tlllll!lllled to rfJad as follows:
1'1 :1 A ptlrson who violates any [provisions) provision of this act
LII Ill' any regulation adopted pursuant to this act is (guilty of a
'21 dIsorderly persons offense. If a court imposes] subject to a fine
2~'. (under this section. this fine shall be] of not less than (5100.00]

11 H~!Q for the first offense. [5300.00) 5300 for the second offense.

2 I and [S500.00) 5500 for the third and each subsequent offense.
!os (cf: P.L.1987, c.269. 5.5)

2li I[Hl.) 20. 1 Section 3 of P.L.1962. c.73 (C.12:7-3-t.38) is

:~7 illllended to l'cild as follows:
:!H J. Except as herein otherwise provided. every vessel which IS
2'1 upon the waters of this State shall bc numbered in accordance
10 With the provisions of this act. and no person shall operate or give
:11 permISSIon to operate any vessel on such waters unless it is so

P numhered.
:l:l A vessel shall not be required to be numbered under this act if

J4 It is:
J:' (a) A documcn ted vessel;

Jti (b) Betng legally operated and meets all current requirements
]7 pursuant to appLicable federal law or a federally-approved
38 numbering system of another state; provided that such vessel
39 shall not have been within this State for a pcriod in exccss of 180
40 consecutive days. unless it is in New Jersey for the purpose of
41 wet or dry storage. or for repairs. in which case thc actualtirne
42 for said storage or repair shall not be counted as included within
43 the 180 days aforesaid: provided. howc.... er. that a vessel shall be
44 considered to be based within this State if its owner owns.

45 maintains. leases. or rents space in this State for its storage.

46 mooring, or servicing on other than a transient basis;
-17 (c) from a country other than the United States temporarily

48 using the waters of this State;
49 (d) A public vesseL of the United States. a state or subdivision

50 or agency thereof:

51 (e) A ship's lifeboat:

52 (f) Any vessel used exclusively for racing while actually
53 competing in or tuning up for an authorized race held under the

5'1 auspices of a duly incorporated yacht club or racing association in
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1 accordance with the rules and regulations prescribed by the
2 [department) Division of State Police and pursuant to a permit
:1 duly issued by [the Jepanment] that division;
-I (g) A saliboa t or vessel. except for power vessels. used
5 exclusively on small lakes and ponds wholly within private lands:
6 (h) A non-motorized. inflatable surfboard. racing shell. rowing
7 scull. tender for direct transportation between a vessel and the
8 shore and for no other purpose (dinghy). or vessel. except power
9 vessels. of 12 feet or less in length;

10 (i) A canoe or kayak; or
11 (j) A sailboat of 12 feet orless in length.
12 A sailboat shall be required to be numbered under this act if it
13 is any class of one-design sailboat. in excess of 12 feet in length.
14 which is temporarily or permanently equipped with power
15 installed either inboard or outboard.
16 (ef: P.L.1985. c.56. 5.1)

17 1[201 111. Section -I of P.L.1962. c.73 (C.12:7-3-I.39) is
18 amended to redd as follows:
19 4. (a) The owner of a vessel required to be numbered in this
20 State shall file an application with the [department] division on
21 fonns approved by it. The application shall be signed by the
22 owner and shall be accompanied by the fee prescribed by this act
23 for such vessel. Upon receipt of the application in the approved
24 form and the prescribed fee. the [department] division shall enter
25 the same upon the records of its office and issue to the applicant
26 a pocket-size l 1[waterproof] laminated or otherwise water
27 resistant 1 certificate of number, which shall state the name and
28 address of the owner, a description of the vessel. its usc, and the
29 number assigned.
30 (b) Except as provided herein, the certificate of number shall
31 be available at all times for inspection on the vessel for which
32 issued whenever such vessel is in operation. The certificate of
33 number for vessels less than 26 feet in length and leased or
34 rented to another for the latter's noncommercial use of less than
35 24 hours may he retained on shore by the vessel's owner or his
36 representative at the place from which the vessel departs or
37 returns to the possession of the owner or his representative;
38 provided such substitute as the [commissioner] director may
39 prescribe by regulation is carried on board.
40 (c) The number assigned to a vessel shall be displayed on each
41 side of the bow thereof. as prescribed by regulations of the
42 [department) division, using letters and numerals not less than
43 three inches in height; except that this provision shall not apply
44 to a one-design class racing sailboat, without power installed
45 either inboard or outboard. which is required to be numbered
46 under section 3 of P.L.1962, c. 73 (C. 12:7-3-1.38). No other
47 number shall be displayed on the bow.
48 (ef: P. L. 1985. G.56. s.2)
49 1[21.] 22. 1 Section 5 of P.L.1962. c.73 (C.12:7-H.40) is

50 amended to read as follows:
51 5. The [department] division shall make and promulgate rules
52 and regulations concerning the numbering system to be used,
53 which system shall conronn as near as possible with any over-all
54 s~'stem of identification numbering for vessels which is being used

)
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by the Lnlted Stiltes (;overnrllcnl or Its dgencles. Such rull',> ,Inc!

rt'gulatlOns shdll RO Into dfec:t Illillwchatcly upon plUllllllgat Ion.

tel': P.I..191:l0. c U7. 5.·11

1[22.l 2J.I SeClloll Ii of PI.I'lli:!. c.7:1 [Cl'~7 Jl.ll) IS

i\llwnded to rt~ad <IS follol\s:
li. The OWllcr of any vessel Identified by a number III full force

and efrccl which has been awarded to it pursuant to a then
operative Ft~deral hnv or Federally-approved numbering system
of another State shall record with the [department] division the
vessel's deSCription and number prior to using such vessel upon
the waters of this State in excess of the 180-day reciprocity
period provided for in section 3 of [this act] P.L.1962. c.73
(C.12:7-34.38). Such recording shall be in the same manner and
pursuant to the same procedure prescribed in section 4 of £this
act) P.L.1962. c.73 (C. 12:7-34.39) except that no additional or

substitute number shall be assigned.
(ef: P. L,1980. c.97. s.5)

1(23) 24 1. Section 10 of P.L.1980. c.97 (C.12:7-3·L44a) is
amended to read as follows:

10. (a) for the purposes of [this act] P.L.1962. c.73
(C.12:7-34.36 et s~. a documented vessel is based within this
State if its owner owns. maintains. leases or rents space in this
State for its storage. mooring or servicing on other than a
t ransien t basis.

(b) The owner of a documented vessel of 500 gross tons or less
based in this State shall file an application for the registration of
such vessel with the [department) division on forms approved by

It. The application shall be signed by the owner and shall be
accompanied by the fee prescribed herein for the vessel. Upon
receipt of the application in the approved form and the
prescribed fee. the [department) division shall enter the same
upon the records of its office and issue to the applicant a
[pocketsize] pocket-size. 1[waterproof) laminated or otherwise
water resistant 1 certificate of registration which shall state the
name and address of the owner. a description of the vessel. and
its use.

(c) The certificate of registration shall be available at all times
for inspection on the vessel for which issued whenever the vessel
is in operation.

(d) The fees for the initial registration of a documented vessel
and for each renewal thereof. shall be based on the length of the
vessel and shall be the same as provided for in section 12 of
P.L.1962. c.73 (C.12:7-34.47) for other vessels of the same length.
(ef: P.L.1980. c.97. s.10)

1[24.) 25. 1 Section 10 of P.L.196:!. C.73 (C.12:7-34.'15) is

amended to read as follows:
10. (a) Whenever the owner of a vessel numbered [under this

act] pursuant to P.L.1962. c.73 [C.12:7-H.36 et seq.) changes his
address from that shown on his certificate of number. he shall.
within [10 days) one week thereof. notif~' the (department]
division. in writing. of his new address. The [department) division
may provide. by regulation. for showing the new address by the
alteration of the certificate or for its surrender and replacement
by a corrected certificate.

)
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(b) \Vhenever a vessel numbered under this act IS sold,
transferred. lost. destroyed or abandoned. the owner of record
shall. within [10 days] one week thereof. notify the (department]
division in writing of the change in the status of the ves!>el. The
[department] division may. by regulation. also require the
surrender of the certificate of number, if it was lIot destroyed by

the occurrence.
(cf: P.L.19H2. r..73. s.10)

1[25.] 26. 1 Section 11 of P.L.1962, c.73 (C.12:7-301,·IG) is

amended to read as follows:
11. (a) Whenever any vessel upon the waters of this Stale IS

involved lTl an accident. it shall be the duly of lhe operator. so
far as he can do so without serious danger to his own passengers.
guests. crew. himself or his vessel. to render to all other persons
affected by the accident such assistance as may be necessary in
order to save them from or to minimize any danger caused by the
accident. He shall also give his name, address. and identifying
infonnation regarding his vessel to any person injured and to the
owner of any property damaged in the accident.

(b) Whenever an accident involves any vessel subject to this
act and results in the death. disappearance. or injury of any
person. or in property damage in excess of [$100.00] 5500. the
operator or operators thereof shall file. with the [department)
Division of State Police. a full description of the accident,
including such information as [the department] that division may,
by
regulation. require within the times specified in subsection (e) of

this section.
(c) [All boating accidents which occur] A boating accident that

occurs on the waters of this State shall be reported [within 48
hours of the happening thereor) to the Division of State Police by
the quickest means of communication possible. if [said) the
accident has caused the death or the disappearance of any person;
[all) ~ other reportable boating [accidents] accident that may
result in personal injury or property damage shall be reported
wi thin [15] 10 days to the Division of State Police.

(d) The report of a boating accident herein required to be
made shall not. during any judicial proceeding. be referred to in
any way; it shall not be subject to subpoena nor admissible as
evidence in any proceeding. Subject to these restrictions.
information contained in a boating accident report and any
statistical information based thereon will be made available upon
request for official purposes to the United States Coast Guard or
any Federal agency successor thereto.
(cf: P.L.1962. c.73. S.11)

1[26.] 27. 1 Section 12 of P. L. 19.62. c.73 (C.12:7-3·L47) is
amended to read as follows:

12. The fees for the initial numbering of all vessels and for
each renewal of the certificate of number issued thereto. unless
otherwise provided by law. shall be:

(a) For all vessels less than 16 feet. [$6.00] $6 per year; 16 feet
or more but less than 26 feet. [$14.00) 514 per year; 26 feet or
more but less than .:10 feet. [526.00] $26 per year: .:10 feet or more
but less than 65 feet. [$40.001 SolO per year; 65 feet or more.
[$125.00] 5125 per year.
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tb) (llelpll!U by amendl11ent.)
') (e) Special numbers including up to three duplicates thereof and

J up to fOUf sets of temporary numbers bearing (l rllllllbf!f
.j corresponding to the special number. shall be assIgned to boat
5 dealers and manufacturers. as provided for under rules and
li regulations to be promulgated by the [department) division. and
7 such numbers shall be displayed temporarily upon boats being
8 tested. demonst ra ted. photographed or transported. said display
9 to be as prescribed in the rules and regulations aforementioned.

10 For each such special number so assigned the fee shall be
11 ($75.00] 575 for 1 year.
12 (d) A fee shall not be charged for the numbering of any marine
13 equipment operated and maintained by the State of New Jersey; a
14 county; a municipalitv; a volwlleer first aid. rescue. or
15 emergency squad; a search CL!9 rescue unit established wi thin it

16 fire district created pursuant to N. J,S. 40A: 14-70; or a volunteer
17 fire company created pursuant to N.r.S. -tOA:14-70.1. This

18 subsec tion shall apply onlY to marine equipment which is used
19 exclusively in the performance of the prescribed duties of the
20 governmental entities and organizations described above.
21 (cf: P.L.1980. c.91, s.7)
22 1[27.1 28. 1 Section 6 of P.L.1965. c.206 (C.12:7-34.47a) is
23 amended to read as follows:
24 6, (a) Except as provided in subsection (b) hereof. the owner of
25 every power vessel required to be numbered pursuant to this act
26 shall and the owner of every documented power vessel of 500
27 gross tons or less which is based within this State may annually
28 apply to the [department) division for a tax exemption certificate
29 for [said] the power vessel and pay the fee for such certificate in

30 this act prescribed. which fee shall be in lieu of any assessment
31 or personal property tax imposed by the laws of this Stale;
32 (b) The 'owners of power vessels used solely for Iheir pleasure
33 and recreation shall not be subject to the requirements of
34 subsection (a) hereof and need not apply fOf a tax exemption
35 certificate.
36 (cf: P. L.1965. c.206. s.6)
37 1[28.] 29. 1 Section 8 of P.L.1965. c.206 (C.12:7-34.47c) is
38 amended to read as follows:
39 8. (a) Applications for the issuance of a tax exemption
40 certificate shall be made to the [department) division on forms
41 prescribed and supplied by it. Upon application and payment of
012 the fep.s prescribed. the [commissioner] director shall provide
-tJ sui table evidence of compliance with this act which shall be
H displayed in or on each power vessel in a manner 10 be provided
015 by regulations of the [commissioner] director.
46 (b) Application for a tax exemption certificate for the tax year
47 1966 and all subsequent tal< years shall be filed with the
48 [department] division on or before June 1 of the tal< year or
019 within 30 days of the purchase or acquisition of the power vessel.
50 whichever date is the later.

51 (cf: P.L.1965, c.20G, 5.8)
52 1[29.) 30. 1 Section 10 of P. L.I965. c.206 (C.12:7-34.47e) is
53 amended to read as follo\\'s:
501 10, The [commissioner] director is authorized to utilize the
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machine records faciiltles of olhp.r State ,\.~cnClt~~ In thl'
adfllll1istratlOn of this act .
(d: P L. 1465, c.:!06. s.W)

1[10.1 H,I Section 11 of P LFHi;l, C 2()ti IL1~7 311;'1) I',

amended to reild ilS follows:
11. The [commissioner! dlrt!ctor shall Issue il tax f~'P.lllptll)1l

certificate. without fee. for any power vessel owned. or least~d

by. the State. a county or municipality or by <my instrumentality
thereof or by any agency or authority created by this Sttltc or by

compact between this and any other State or States.
(ef: P. L.1965. c.206. s.ll)

1[31.1 32,1 Section 12 of P.L.1965. c201J (C.12:7-:!.U7g) IS

amended to read as follows:
12. The (commissioner! director shall issul~ a tax e\emptlOn

certificate. without fee. for any paWl!!' vessel owned by
associatIOns or corporations organized exclUSIvely for charitablt!
purposes
(ef: P.L.1965. c.206. s.12)

1(32.1 I.;Ll Section 15 of P.L.19u5. c.206 (C.12:7-3-1..17j) is

amended to read as follows:
15. The (Commissioner! director is authorized to Issue rules

and re~ulations necessary for the administration and enforcement
of the tax exemption certificate provisions of this act. including.
but not limlled to the establishment of a schedule for the initIal
issuance of Silld certificate.
(cf: P.L.l!Hi5. e.206. s.15)

1[:13.1 ~_~.I Section 1-\ of PL.I!}(i2. e.7:i (C.12:7-3·"·19) IS

11llHmdl!U to Wild as follows:
H (a) Thert! l!li established within the departlllent a 7 memht?1'

Boat RegulatIOn Commission which shall consist of the
[commissioner of the department] At tomev General as ex offiCIO
member and 6 public members. The public members shall be
appolllted by the Governor with the advice and consent of the
Senate for -I-year ternlS commencing on April 1 of the year of
the appointment, except that of those first appointed. 2 shall be
ap~inled for a term of 1 year. 2 for a term of 2 years. one for a
term of J years and one for a term of -I years. As far as possible
the public members shal1 be experienced [boatmen] boaters and
shall represent the various geographical sections and boating
II1terests of the Stale. At least one of the public members shall
be actively employed in the marine industry.

The chairman shall be designated by the Governor. Each
member of the commission shall serve at the pleasure of the
Governor during his term and unlil the successor of the
commission member has been appointed and has quali fied.
Vacancies shall be filled only for the unexpired term.

(b) The members of the commission shall serve without
compensation except for the actual expenses incurred while
engaged in their duties as members of the commission.

(e) The comllllssion will promulgate rules and regulations.
subject to the approval of the (commissioner of the department)
Attome\' Geller~J. not inconsistenl with the provisions of this act
and including. but not limited to the inspectIon. operation.
equipping. anchorage. racing and safety of vessels upon the
waters of thiS State.
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[SaId) Th~~ rules and regulations shall he such as ilre

2 reasonably necessary for the protection of the health. safety and
3 welfare of the public and for the free and proper use of said
4 waters by any persons or vessels in, on or about such waters.
5 (Said) Thes~ regulations shall not be (in conformity) inconsistCll_t
6 with regulations issued by the agency or agencies of the United
7 States having Jurisdiction with respect to power vessels upon the
8 waters of thie; State.
9 The commission shall meet monthly or at the call of the

10 (commissioner of the department] Attorney General or the
11 chairman of the commission or when requested by any 3 members
12 of the commission. The (commissioner of the department)
13 Attorney G~neral shall designate a staff from the department to
14 handle administ rative matters for the commission,
15 (cf: P. L 1962. c.73. s.14)
16 1[34.) 35. I Section 18 of P. L.1962. c.73 (C.12:7-34.53) is
17 amended to read as follows:
18 lB. (I\lc.thing in this act) No provision of chapter 7 of Title 12
19 0 f Ihe Revised Statutes shall be conSI rued to prevent the
20 adoplion of any ordinance or local law relating 10 operation and

21 equipment of vessels the provisions of which are identical to the
22 provisions of [this act) chapter 7 of Title 12. amendments therelo
23 or regulations issued thereunder: Provided. that such ordinance or

2.J local laws shall be operative only so long as and to the extent
25 thaI they continue 10 be identical to provisions of £this act}
26 £..~!er 7 of Title 12. amendments therelo or regulations issued
27 thf!l'l~under.

28 (a) Any subdivision of this Slate may. at any time. bUI only
29 after public notice. make formal application to the [department)

30 commiSSion for special rules and reg\Jlations with reference to
31 the operation of vessels on any waters within its territorial limits
32 and shall set forth herein the reasons which make such special
33 rules and regulations necessary or appropriate.

34 (b) The commission is hereby authorized to make. adopt and
35 promulgate special rules and regulations. subject to the approval
36 of the [commissioner] Attorney General. with reference to the
37 operation of vessels on [any) the waters of this State within Ihe
38 territorial limits of any subdivision of this State.
39 (eT: P.L.1962. c.73, S.18)
40 1(35.]36. 1 Section lofP.L.1952.c.157(C.12:7-44)isamended
41 to read as follows:
42 1. In addition 10 the powers conferred upon the Department of
43 [Conservation and Economic Development) Law and Public Safety
H by the provisions of Title 12 of the Revised Statutes. the [said

45 Department of Conservation and Economic Development]

46 department is hereby authorized and empowered to regulate the
47 operalion. docking. mooring and anchoring of power vessels
48 operating on Ihe [tidal] waters (wilhin the confines of the State
49 of New Jersey) of Ihis State.
50 (cf: P.L.1952. c.tS7. S.l)

51 1[36.) 37. 1 Section 3 of P.L.t952, C.157 (C.12:7-46) is amended

52 to read as follows:
53 3. a. No person shall operate a vessel on hidal waters) the
5'1 waters of this State while under the influence of intoxicating



o

(j

.,...
J

-l

5

6
7

8

9

10

11

12
13
14

15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23
2-1
25
26
27

28
29
30
31
32
33
3-1
35
36
37
38
39
~O

41

-12
43
H

45
46
-17
-18
49
50
51
52
53

5-1

[1 RI SCS for S:!:!67

15

llquor. a narcotic, hallucInogenic, or habit-producIng drug or with
a bloud alcohol concentratIon of 0,10% or more by weight of
alcohol. (\;0 perSall shall permit another \\ho is under the
influence of intoxicating liquor, a narcotic. hallucinogenic or
habit-producing drug, or who has a blood alcohol concentration of
0.10% by weight of alcohol. to operate any vessel owned by the
person or in his custody or control.

As used in this section. "vessel" means il power vessel as
defined by section 2 of [P.L.1962. c.73 (C.12:7-3·1.37)] P.L. . c,
re. Hnow before the Legislature as this bilU or a vessel which
is 12 feet or greater in length.

A person who violates this section shall be subJect to the
following:

(1) For a first offense. to a fine of not less than [$250.00] $250
nor more than [$-100.00] $-100; and to the revocation of the [right)
I!£jvilege to operate a vessel on the waters of this State for a
period of 12 months from the date of conviction and to the
forfeiting of the [right] privilege to operate a motor vehicle over
the highways of this State for a period of three months,

(2) For a second offense. to a fine of not less than ($500.00]
$500 nor more than [$1.000.00] $1.000; to the performance of
community service for a period of 30 days. in the fonn and on the
terms as the court deems appropriate under the circumstances;
and to imprisonment for a term of not less than 48 hours nor
more than 90 days. which shall not be suspended or served on
probation: and to thc revocation of the [right) privilege to
operate a vessel on the waters of this State for a period of two
years after the date of conviction and to the forfeiting of the
[right) privilege to operate a motor vehicle o....er thc highways of

this State for a period of sL" months.
(3) For a third or subsequent offense. to a fine of [S1.000.00)

$1.000; to imprisonment for a term of nol less than 180 days.
e:<cept that the court may lower this term for each day not
exceeding 90 days during which the person perfom1s communi ty
service. in the fonn and on the terms as the court deems
appropriate under the circumstances; and to the revocation of the
[right) privilege to operate a vessel on the waters of this State
for a period of 10 years from the date of conviction and to the
forfeiting of the [right] privilege to operate a motor vehicle over
the highways of this State for a period of two years.

Upon conviction of a violation of this section. the court shall
collect forthwith the New Jersey driver's license or licenses of
thc person so convicted and forward such license or licenses to
the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles. In the event that
a person convicted under this section is the holder of any
out-of-State motor vehicle driver's or vessel operator's license.
the court shall not collect the license but shall notify forthwith
the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles. who shall. in turn.
notify appropriate officials in the licensing jurisdiction. The
court shall. however, revoke the nonresident' s driving privilege
to operate a motor vehicle and the nonresident' s privilege to
operate a vessel in this State.

b. A person who has been convicted of a previous violation of
this section need not be charged as a second or subsequent
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llfft~nd,~r in the complaint lilude ilgaln~l hllll :n orde~ to .lf~ndl'r

., 111111 llilbll~ III the pUllIshrnent IfllPOSI!d b~ thl<" SI~ctlOn against 1I

I second or '>ubspqul'nt offl'nder. [f a second of fr:nsl! occurs mO/f'

·1 than III Y"dr... after the first offenst~. th,: coul'! shall trcal a

;l sf:cond conVll:tlOn as a flrsl offense for .... '!ntl'nung purl'0SI'S 'lIll!.
fj tl a third offense ocr.urs more than 10 ~l!arc; after IIH! St!cond
7 offl:IlSt', IhE: ..ourt shall treat a third COl1\'lctlon as a St!cond
B ofrpnsp for sentenr.ing purposes.
!) c. If a court imposes a term of iml't'lsOnmenl under this

J() section, the person Illay be sentenced to the county jail. to th,:
11 workhouse of the county where the offense was camilli 1ted, or to

J 2 an lllpaticnt rehabilitation program approved by the Director of
l:.l thl! Division of Motor Vehicles and the Director of the Division of
1-1 Alcoholism and Drug Abuse in the Department of Health.

15 d. In the case of any person who at the time of the imposition

lo of sentence is less than 17 years of age, the period of the
17 suspension of driving privileges authorized herein, including a

18 suspension of the privilege of operating a motorized bicycle, shall
19 commence on the day the sentence is imposed and shall rW1 for a
20 period as fixed by the court of not less than three months after
21 the day the person reaches the age of 17 years. If the driving or

22 vessel operating privilege of any person is W1der revocation,
23 suspension, or postponement for a violation of any provision of

2·\ this title or Title 39 of the Revised Statutes at the time of any

25 conviction of any offense defined in this section, the revocation.
2G suspension, or postponement period imposed herein shall

27 comlllp.nce as of the date of termination of the existing

28 rev()ca I ion, suspcnsion or postponemcn t. A sccond 0 ffense shall

29 result in the suspension or postponement of the person's [right]

30 privilege to operate a motor vehicle for six months. A third or
:11 subsequent offense shall result in the suspension or postponement
32 of the person' s {right] privilege to operate a motor vehicle for
33 two years. The court before whom any person is convicted of or

3-t adjudicated delinquent for a violation shall collect forthwith the

35 New Jersey driver's license or licenses of the person and forward

36 such license or licenses to the Director of the Division of Motor

37 Vehicles along with a report indicating the first and last day of
38 the suspension or postponement period imposed by the court
39 pursuant to this section. If the court is for any reason W1able to

40 c:ollp.c:t the license or licenses of the person, the court shall cause
-l1 a report of the conviction or adjudication of delinquency to be
42 filed with the director. That report shall IOciude the complete
-IJ name, addn:ss. date of birth, eye color. and sex of the person and
.l.j shall indic<ite the first and last day of the suspension or
-15 postponement period imposed by the court pursuant to this

-IG section. The court shall inform the person orally and in writing

-17 that if the person IS convicted of personally operating (\ motol'

-IB vehicle ~..a ves..:~~ during the period of license sus(lcnsion or
-19 postponement imposed pursuant to this section, the person shall,

50 upon convictIOn, be subject to the penalties set forth in
;;1 R.S.39:3--IO or section 14 of P.L. . c. (C. )(now before the

52 LeRlsla~~re as this btll). whichever is appropriate. A person shall
53 be reqUired to acknowledge receipt of the written notice in
5-1 wntlllg. Failure to receive a written notice or failurtl to
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ilcwowledge In writing the receipt of a wntten notice 5:1a11 not
be a defense to a subsequent charge of a violation of R.S ..Hl:3--I0
~~r s('cc..tlOn 1J.. of PJ:::_.__' c. (C. Hnow before the LeBlsla~~

!h.1.L.!ill!l. If the person is the holder of a driver's or vessel
opera tor' 5 license from anot her jurisdic t ion, the court shall no t
collect the license but shall notify forthwith the director who
shall nollfy the appropriate officials in the licensing jurisdiction.
The court shall, however. in accordance with the provisions of
this section, revoke the person's non-resident driving or vessel
operating privilege. whichever is appropriate, in this State.

e. In addition to any other requirements provided by law. a
person convicted under this section shall satisfy the screening,
evaluation, referral program and fee requirements of the Division
of Alcoholism's Intoxicated Driving Programs Unit. A fee of
[$80.001 S80 shall be payable to the Alcohol Education.
Rehabilitation and Enforcement Fund established under section 3
of P.L.1983. c.531 (C.26:28-32), by the convicted person in order
to defray the costs of the screening. evaluation and referral by
the Intoxicated Driving Programs Unit. Failure to satisfy this
requirement shall result in the immediate forfeiture of the [rightl
privilege to operate a vessel on the waters of this State or the
continuation of revocation until the requirements are satisfied.

£. In addition to any other requirements provided by law. a
person convicted under this section shall be required after
conviction to complete a boat safety course from the list
approved by the Superintendent of State Police pursuant to
section 1 of P. L.1987, c.453 (C.12:7-60), which shall be

completed prior to the restoration of the privilege to operate a
vessel which may havp. been revokfld or suspended for a violation
of the provisions of this section. Failure to satisfy this
requirement shall result in the immediate revocation of the
privilege to operate a vessel on the waters of this State, or the
continuation of revocation until the requirements of this
subsection are satisfied.
(cf: P.L.1993. c.230. s.2)

1[37.J 38. 1 Section 4 of P.L.1952. c.157 (C.12:7-47) is amended
to read as follows:

4. [No powerJ a. A person who disregards the rights or safety
of others and operates a vessel [shall be operated) on the waters
of this State in a [reckless manner. Reckless operation shaH
include operating such a vessel in al manner which unnecessarily
interferes with the free and proper use of any waters. or which
unnecessarily [endangers) creates a risk of damage or injury to
other craft therein, or [the life or limb of any person upon such
other craft or in the water] to person or property. shall be guilty
of reckless operation of a vessel and subject to a term of
imprisonment not to exceed 60 days. or to a fine of not less than
S50 nor more than $200. or both.

On a second or subsequent conviction. a person guilty of
reckless operation of a vessel shall be subject to a term of
imprisonment not to exceed three months. or to a nne of not less
than S100 nor more than 5500. or both.

b. In addition to any other requirements provided by law. a
person convicted under this section shaH be required after
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~9~!.IQ.IL_t.P_,"-2!!!'plcle a boat safelv course (IY..!.~~he_Jl~_t

~ !Wllrove~)v the Superintendent of State Polic~!!':.~~ant-.!Q

J section 1_Q.L--,)._L~987, c.o\S;) jC.12:7-60), which shall bp.

-I completed prior 10 the restoration of the privilege to opel~ilte-i!

;; vessel which may have been revoked or suspended for a violatIOn
H of the provisions of this section, Failure to satisfv this
7 requirement shall result in the immediate forfeiture of the
H privilege to operate a vessel on the waters of this State, or th~

9 continuation of revocation until the· requirements of this
10 subsection are satisfied.
11 (cf: P.L.1952. c.157. sA)

12 1[38.] 39. 1 Section 7 of P,L.1952, c,157 (C.12:7-50) is amended
13 to read as follows:
14 7. The department may, whenever in its discretion it shaH be
15 deemed necessary, appoint harbor masters who shall have
16 controlling jurisdiction under the law governing [saidJ the
17 Department of [Conservation and Economic Development) Law
18 and Public Safety to supervise the use of tidal waters within the
19 jurisdiclion of this Slale. Such harbor masters shall be appointed
20 for one year and shall serve without salary and in accordance
21 wilh rules and regylations promulgated by the commission.
22 Harbor masters appointed under this act shall be supplied with a
23 shield or badge indica ling their office and with an insignia to be
204 carried on their boats while being used on official duty under this
25 acl.
26 (cf: P.L.1952, c.157. s,7)
27 1[39.J 40,1 Section 8 of P.L.1952. c.157 (C.12:7-51) is amended

28 to read as follows:
29 8, Any person who shall violate [the provisions) anv provision
30 of [this act) chapler 7 of Tille 12 of the Revised Statutes, or of
31 any rule or regulation issued thereunder. where the penalty
32 therefor is nol specificallv prescribed. shall be subject to a fine
33 [not exceeding one hundred dollars (S100.00) and in default of the
34 payment thereof. shall be subject to imprisonment for a period
35 not exceeding ten days. Any person convicted of a second) of $25
36 for a first offense. 550 for a second offense [of the same
37 violation shall be subject to a fine in double the amount
38 prescribed for a first] and $100 for a third and each subsequent
39 offense [. and shall. in default of the paymenl thereof. be subject
40 to imprisonment for a period of not exceeding twenty days] of the
41 same violation.
42 (cf: P.L.1952. c.157, s.8)
43 1[40,) :!L1 Section 7 of P.L.198G. c,39 (C.12:7-55) is amended
H to read as follows:
45 7. a. (1) A person who operates a power vessel or a vessel
-16 which is 12 feet or greater in length on the [tidal or non-tidal)
-17 waters of this State shall be deemed to have given his consent to
-18 the taking of samples of his breath for the purpose of making
·19 chel111cal tests to determine the content of alcohol in his blood.
50 except that the taking of samples shall be made in accordance
51 with the provisions of [this amendatory and supplementary aCI]
52 P.L.198G. c.39 and at the request of the State Marine Police
53 Force or a law enforcement officer who has reasonable grounds
5-1 to believe that the person has been operating a vessel in violation
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of the provisions of (section 19 of P.L.195-l. c.236 (C.l~7-:I1.1~))

2 or! section 3 of P.L.1952, c.157 (C.12:7--l6).
3 (2) Whenever an operator has been Involved Irl an aCCl(lf!lll

-l resulting in death. boddy injury or property damage. an orficl~1'

5 shall conside.r that fact along with all other facts and
6 circumstances in determining under paragraph (1) of this
7 subsection whether there are reasonable grounds to believe a
8 person is operating a vessel in violation of the provisions of
9 [Section 19 of P.L.1954. c.236 (C.12:7-34.19) or! section 3 of

10 P. L.1952. C.157 (C.12:7-46).
1\ b. A record of the taking of the sample. disclosing the UdttJ
12 and time thereof. as well as the result of any chemical test, shall
\3 be made and a copy shall be furnished or made available to the
14 person so tested. upon his request.
15 c. In addition to the samples taken and tests made at the
16 direction of the State Marine Police force or a law enforcement
17 officer. the person tested shaH be permi !led to have samples
18 taken and chemical tests of his breath. urine or blood made by a
19 pctrson or physician of his own selection.
20 d. The State Marine Police force or a law enforcement officer
21 shall inform the person tested of his rights under subsections b.
22 and c. of this section.
23 e. No chemical test. as provided in this section. or specimen
2-1 necessary for a tesl, may be made or taken forcibly and against
25 physical resistance thereto by the defendant. The State Marine
26 Police F'orce or a law enforcement officer shall. however. infonn
27 the person arrested of the consequences of refusing to submit to
28 the test, in accordance with section 9 of [this amendatory and
29 supplementary act] P.L.1986. c.39 (C.12:7-571. A standard
30 statement, prepared by the Director of the Division of Motor
31 Vehicles in the Department of Law and Public Safety. shall be
32 read by the Stale Marine Police F'orce or a law enforcement
33 ofricer to the person under arrest.
34 (d: P.L.1993. c.233. s.l)
35 1[41.) 42. 1 Section 9 of P.L.1986. c.39 (C.12:7-57) is amended
36 to read as follows:
37 9. a. A (judge] court shall revoke the [right] privilege of a
38 person to operate a power vessel or a vessel which is 12 feet or
39 greater in length. if after being arrested for a violation of
40 [section 19 of P.L.1954. c.236 (C.12:7-34.19) or! section 3 of
41 P.L.1952. c.157 (C.12:7-46). the person refuses to submit to the
42 chemical test provided for in section 7 of (this amendatory and
-13 supplementary act] P. L.1986. c.39 (C.12:7-55) when requested to
44 do so. The revocation shall be for six months unless the refusal
45 was in connection with a second offense under [section 19 of
46 P.L.1954. c.236 (C.12:7-34.19) or) section 3 of P.L.1952. C.157
47 (C.12:7-46). in which case the revocation period shall be for two
48 years. If the refusal was in connection with a third or subsequent
49 offense under (section 19 of P.L.195-1. c.236 (C.12:7-34.19) or!
50 section 3 of P.L.1952. c,157 (C. 12:7-46). the revocation shall be
51 for 10 years. The court shall also fine a person convicted under
52 this section not Jess than [5250.00) $250. nor more than [S500.001
53 5500.
54 b. The court shall determine by a preponderance of the
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evidence whether the arresting officer had probable cause to
2 believe that the person had been operating or was in actual
3 physical control of the vessel while under the influ~nce of
4 intoxicating liquor. or a narcotic. hallucinogenic or
5 habit-producing drug. whether the person was placed under
6 arrest. and whether the person refused to submit to the test upon
7 request of the officer. If these elements of the violation are not
8 established, no conviction shall issue.
9 c. In addition to any other requirements provided by law, a

10 person whose [right] privilege to operate a vessel is revoked for
11 refusing to submit to a chemical test shall satisfy the screening.
12 evaluation. referral and program requirements of the Bureau of
13 Alcohol Countenneasures in the Division of Alcoholism in the
14 Department of Health. A fee of (540.00] ~ shall be payable to
15 the Alcohol Education. Rehabilitation and Enforcement Fund
16 established under section 3 of P.L.1983. c.531 (C.26:28-32), by
17 the convicted person in order to defray the costs of the
18 screening. evaluation and referrol by the Bureau of Alcohol
19 COWltermeasures and the cost of an education or rehabilitation
20 program. Failure to satisfy this requirement shall result in the
21 immediate revocation of the (right] privilese to operate a vessel
22 on the waters of this State or the continuation of revocation until
23 the requirements arc satisfied. The revocation for a first offense
24 shall be independent of a revocation imposed because of a
25 conviction under the provisions of [section 19 of P.L.195-1. c.236
26 (C.12:1-34.19) orl section 3 of P.L.1952. c.151 (C.12:7-46): the
27 revocation for a second or subsequent offense shall be concurrent
28 with a revocation imposed because of a conviction Wlder the
29 provisions of [section 19 of P. L.195-1. c.236 (C.12:7-34.19) or]
30 section 3 of P.L.1952, c.1S7 (C.12:1-46).
31 d. In addi lion to any other regui rements provided by law. a
32 person convicted under this section shaH be required after
33 conviction to complete a boat safety course from the list
34 approved by the Superintendent of State Police pursuant to
35 section 1 of P.L.19B1. c.543 {C.12:1-60). which shall be
36 completed prior to the restoration of the privilege to operate a
37 vessel which may have been revoked or suspended for a violation
38 of the provisions of this section. Failure to satisfy this
39 requirement shall result in the immediate revocation of the
40 privilege to operate a vessel on the waters of this State, or the
41 continuation of revocation Wltil the requirements of this
42 subsection are satisfied.
43 (cf: P.L.1986, c.39. 5.9)
H 1[42.) 43. 1 Section 10 of P. L.1986. c.39 (C. 12:1-58) is amended
45 to read as follows:
46 10. a. A person who has been convicted of violating [section 19
47 of P.L.1954. ,:.236 (C.12:7-34.19) or] section 3 of P.L.1952. c.15?
48 (C.12:7-46). and who has been imprisoned in a county jail or
49 workhouse in the county in which the offense was committed.
50 shall not be released after commitment until the term of
51 imprisonment imposed has been served. A person imprisoned in
52 the county jailor workhouse may. at the discretion of the court.
53 be released on a work release program.
54 b. A warden or other officer having custody of the COWlty jail
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01' \\OrlJloll~p ~h,lll not release a person untll thn sentence hilS
twcn servmJ. t'XCl'pt that a pt!rllon may be released by the court
on a wur~ rele<l!>e progralll. f\ person sentenced to ,III Inpatient
rehabilitatIon program Illay be released by the cOllrt. upon the
petition of the treating agency, to an outpatient rehabilitation
program for thf! duration of the original sentence.

c. This St~ction Shilll not be construed to interfere in any wa~'

with the operation of a writ of habeas corpus, a proceeding In lieu
of the prerogative writ. or an uppeal.
(cf: P.L.1986. C.39. 5.10)

1[43.1 -1-1. 1 Section II of P.L.19B{j, c.39 (C.L!:i'5B) is amended
to read as follows:

11. A persoll shall receive written notice of the penalties
under [section 19 of P.L.195-1, c.236 lC.12:7-3-1.19).] section 3 of
P.L.1952. C.IS? (C.12:7--I6) [,1 and section 9 of P.L.1986. c.39
(C.12:7-57), when that person is issued a license to operate a
vessel. a registration certiricate, a certiricate of number or a
cerliricate of ownership under chapters 7 and 7A of Title 12 of
the Revised Statutes.
Ie(: P.L.198G. c.39, s.111

1[44Ji.QI. SectIon 2 of P.L.1987, c.olS3 (C.12:7-61) is amended
to read as follows:

2, a. [No) ~ person who is under 16 years of age [or )'owlgerl
shall !!Q.! operate a power vessel on the !tidal or nontidall waters
of this State . except that:

III a person who is under 16 years of age but at least 13 veal'S
of age and possesses a certificate certifying that person' 5

succes.dul completion of a boat safety course approved by the
Superintendent of State Police in the Department of Law and
Public Safety may operate:

(a) a power vessel powered solely bv a motor of less than one
horsepower or an electric motor of 12 volts or less: or

(b) a power vessel which is 12 feet or greater in length and
powered by a motor. or combination of motors. of less than 10
horsepower;

(2) A person who is under 16 )'ears of age and lhas l

successfully completed an approved boat safety course prior to
the l(effective] enactment 1 date of P. L. . c. (C. )(now
before the Legislature as this bill) may operate a power vessel on
the tidal waters of this State. provided that the person complies
with all other requirements of law. rule and resulation; and

(3) A person who is under 16 years of age and was issued an
operator's license pursuant to section 1 of P.L.1954. c.236
(C.12:7-H.7) before the l[errectivel enactment 1 date of P.L.
c. (C. ) (now before the Legislature as this bim may operate a
power vessel eqUipped with an outboard motor until th(!
expiration date of that license.

b. A pers~n who is 16 years of age or older and was born after
December 3 \, 1978 shall not operate a po,ver vessel on the waters
of this State without having completed a boat safety course
approved b)' the Superintendent of State Police in the
Department of Law and Public Safely.

lb. A] £_~xcept as provided pursuant to sec t ion 17 1and
section 18 1 of P.L.. . c. (C. )(now before the Legislature as

)
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this bill). a person shall not oper'ate a personal waterr.ri~LL()n_tl!tl

2 waters of this State without having completed a bOllt safpJ..'i

:) course approved bv the Superintendent oC ~t.'!1!l...1'91!~.!l~_~l!-Jb!~

4 pepartment of Law and Public Safetv.
fJ d. Whenever a person [16 years of age or younRer. when
6 operating] who is required by this section o~.by. u~~~lH~n_]__C?J
7 P. L. . c. (C, ) (now before the Legislature as this bill).
8 sections 3 or 4 of P.L.1952, c.157 (C.12:7-46 or C.12:7-4~
9 section 9 of P. L.1986. c.39 (C.12:7-57) to have completed a boat

10 safety course operates a power vessel or personal watercraft. as
11 appropriate, on the (tidal or nontidall waters of this State, (shall
12 have in his possessionl that person shall have in possession a
13 certiricate certifying that person's successful completion of a
14 boat safety course approved by the superintendent and shall,
15 when requested to do so. exhibit the certificate to a law
16 enforcement or peace officer of this State. failure of the person
17 to exhibit the certificate is presumptive evidence that the person
18 has not completed an approved boat safety course.
19 [c.1 ~ A person (16 years of agc or younger, who operates a
20 power vessel on the tidal or nontidal waters of this State without
21 having completed a boat safety course approved by the
22 superintendent or] who violates subsection a.. b.. c. or d. of this
23 section or who exhibits to a law enforcement or peace officer a
24 certificate of completion of an approved boat safety course of
25 another person is subject to a fine of not less than IS100.001 S100
26 nor more than [S500.001 $500.
27 f. A person who owns or has control or custody of a power
28 vessel and allows the power vessel to be operated on the h''''er~

29 of this State by a person who is required pursuant to the
30 provisions of this section to possess a certificate certifying
J 1 successful completion of a boat safety course but who does not
32 possess such certificate is subject to a fine of not more than 5100.
33 g. A person making application to the Director of the Division
34 of Motor Vehicles for a power vessel operator's license issued
35 pursuant to section 3 of P.L. • c. (C. )(now before the
36 Legislature as this bill) who is required pursuant to the provisions
37 of this section to possess a certificate· certifying successful
38 completion of a boat safetv course shall submit the original or a
39 copy of the certificate with the application. The director shall
40 not issue a power vessel operator' s license to such person who
41 fails to submit the original or a copy of the certificate.
42 (cf: P.L.19B7. c,4S3. s.2)
43 1[45.1 46. 1 Section 2 of P. L.1975. c.369 (C.12:7C-8) is
4-1 amended to read as follows:
45 2. The following terms whenever used or referred to in this act
46 shall have the following meanings unless a di fferent mp.aning
47 clearly appears from the context:
48 a. "Vessel" means a boat or watercraft, other than a seaplane
49 on the water. used or capable of being used as a means of
50 transportation on the water. except a boat or watercraft which is
51 subject to the provisions of P.L.1969. c,264 (C.12:1C-l et seq.).
52 b. "Owner" means a person. other than a lienholder. having the
53 property in or title to a vessel. The term includes a person
54 entitled to the uses or possession of a vessel subject to an

)
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interest of another person. reserved or created by agreement Jnd
securing pa~1nent or performance of an obligation. but the tepll
excludes a lessee under a lease not intended a!> security.

c. "Lienholder" means any person holding a sm:urity interest.
d. "Security interest" means an interest which is reservp.d or

created by an agreement which secures payment or performance
of an obligation and is valid against third parties generally.

e. ["Department") "Division" means the Division of Motor
Vehicles in the Department of [Environmental Protection)
Transportation.

f. "Waters of this State" means all waters within the
jurisdiction of this State, both tidal and nontidal, and Ihe
marginal sea adjacent 10 this State to a distance of three nautical

miles from the shoreline.
g. "Removal costs" means any or all costs associated with the

removal or destruction of any vessel from land or water and shall

include the reimbursement of any or all costs incurred by the

applicant in the course of acquiring title to an abandoned vessel.
(ef: P.L.1975, c.369, s.2)

1[46.] iZ.,.1 Section 5 of P.L.1975, c.369 (C.12:7C-ll) is
amended to read as follows:

5. If a vessel has a boat registration number or other means of
identifying the owner thereof, the person desiring to acquire
tille, shall. if possible. secure the owner's last known address.
and the lienholder. if any, appearing on the records of the
[department] division. He shall notify the owner by registered

leiter to his last known address and the lienholder by registered

letter at the address of the lienholder appearing on thc records of
the [department] division that if ownership is not c1aimcd and the

vessel removed wilhin 30 days. title 10 the vessel will be applied
for in his name. If any vessel' 5 owner cannot be identified or his
address ascertalOed, or no lienholder appears on the records of
the [departmcnt) division, the registered letter need not be sent.
(ef: P.L.1975, c.369, 5.5)

1[47.) -18. 1 Section 7 of P.L.1975. c.369 (C.12:7C-13) is

amended to read as follows:
7. At the end of the 3D-day period the person desiring to

acquire title' shall apply to the [department) division for a title to
the vessel in his nallle on forllls approved by the [department]

division accompanied by the following affidavits:
a. A statement that the vessel has been apparently abandoned

for at least 6 months.
b. Proof that the registcred letter was mailed at least 30 days

before application or a detailed explanation of the unsuccessful
steps taken 10 identify the owner and secure his address.

c. Proof that a nolice was printed in a paper as required in
section 6 of [this act) P.L.1975. c.369 (C.12:7C-12).

(cf: P.1..1975. c.369. s.7)

1[48.1 .:!~~1 Section 8 of P.L.1975. c.369 (C.12:7C-14) is

amended to read as follows:

8. Upon receipt of the material required in section 7 of [this

act] P.L.1975. c.369 IC.12:7C-131 and upon pa~11\ent of any fees
and taxes duc. the [department] division shall issue the applicant
a ti t Ie to the vessel.
(cf: P.L.1975. c.369. 5.8)
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lfl'll ~J(J~1 Section 11 of P.l..ll);'.j. c :Hj'l ICI2:7(:-17) I..,

(lfrlpnded to read CIS follo\\l5:
11. After l't!ccivln& tItle If the ilpp!Jcant destroys or othen\l..,t'

disposes of the vessel. he shall report the sal1le to the
[df!pLlrtrnentl division within 15 days giving all details.
(cf: P. L.197S. c.3li9. S.11)

llou.J ~Ll Section 12 of P.1..1975. c.369 (C.12:7C-IH) is
amended to read as follows:

12. The [department) division may receive title to an~' vessel
abandoned all any of the waters of this State or on any land
owned by this State or any of its political subdivisions by
proceeding in the same manner as a landowner. his lessee. or his
agent. as set forth in this act.
(cf: P.L.1975, c.369. S.12)

1[51.] 52. 1 Section 13 of P.L.1975. c.369 (C.12:7C-19) is

amended to read as follows:
13. a. Any person who violates section 3 of [this act]

P.L.1975. c.369 (C.12:7C-9) shall be subject to a fine of not less
than (S500.00] $500 and not more than ($1,000.00.] $1.000 to be
recovered in a summary proceeding instituted by the
(Commissioner of EnVIronmental Protection] Attorney General in
the name of the State in accordance with the "the penalty
enforcement law" (N.] .S.2A:58-1 et seq.).

b. Any person who obtains or attempts to obtain title to a
vessel under the provisions of this act through fraudulent means
is guilty of a disorderly persons offense and upon conviction shall
be subject to a fine of not more than (5200.00] S200.

(cf: P.L.1975. c.369. 5.13)
1[52. ) 53. 1 Section 1'1 of P. L. 1975. c.369 (C.12:7C-20) is

amended to read as follows:
1-1. The [department) division may promulgate pursuant to the

"Administrative Procedure Act," P.L.19G8. c. -110 (C.52:1-IB-l ct
seq.) such rules and regulations deemed necessary to carry out

the provisions of this act.
(cf: P.L.1975. c.369. s.14)

1[53.] 54. 1 N. J.S.2C:29-2 is amended to read as follows:
;!C:l~-2 a. A lletsOll is guilty of a disorderly persons offer-se if

he purposely prevents a law enforcement officer from effecting a
lawful arrest. except that he is guilty of a crime of the fourth

dcgrcf! if he:
1. Uses or threatens to use physical force or violence against

the law enforcement officer or another; or
2. Uses any other means to create a substantial risk 0'- causing

physical injury to the public servant or another.
It is not a defense to a proseclltion under this subsection that

the law enforcement officer was acting unlawfully in making the
arrest. provided he was acting under color of his official
authority and provided the law enforcement orricer aJUlounces his
intention to arrest prior to the resistance.

b. Any person. while operating a motor vehicle on any street
or highway in this State or any vessel, as defined pursuant to

section 2 of P.L. . c. (C. )(now before the Legislature as
this bill}. on the waters of this State. who knowinsly flees or
a t tempts to elude any police or law enforc:;ment officer after
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having rfceived any sIgnal from such officer to bring the veillcle
or vessel to a full stop commits a crime of the third degree:
except that. a person IS guilty of a crime of the second degree If

the flight or ,Ittelllpt to elude creates a risk of death or injury to
any person. For purposes of this subsection, there shall he il

permissive inference that the flight or attempt to elude creates a
risk of death or injury to any person if the person's conduct
involves a violation of chapter 4 of Title 39 or chapter 7 of Title
12 of the Revised Statutes. In addition to the penalty prescribed
under this subsection or any other section of law. the court shall
order the suspension of tha t person's driver' s licensc:...-Q.!:
privilege to opeI'ate a vessel. whichever is appropriate. for a
period of not less than six months or more than two years.

In the case of a person who is at the time of the imposition of
sentence less than 17 years of age, the period of the suspension of
driving privileges authorized herein. including a suspension of the
privilege of operating a motorized bicycle. shall commence on
the day the sentence is imposed and shall run for a period as fixed
by the court. If the driving or vessel operating privilege of any
person is under revocation, suspension. or postponement for a
violation of any provision of this Title or Title 39 of the Revised
Statutes at the time of any conviction or adjudication of
delinquency for a violation of any offense defined in this chapter
or chapter 36 of this Title. the revocation. suspension. or
postponement period imposed herein shall commence as of the
date of ternllllation of the existing revocation. suspension. or
postponement.

Upon com'lctlon the court shall collect forthwith the New
Iersey driver' s licenses of lhe person and forward such Iicens£' or
licenses to the Director ot the Division of Motor Vehicles ,jlong
with a report indicating the first and last day of the suspension or

postponement period imposed by the court pursuant to this
section. If the court is for any reason unable to collect the
license or licenses of the person. the court shall cause a report of
the conviction or adjudication of delinquency to be filed with the
director. That report shall include the complete name. address.
ual~ of birlh. eye color. and sex of the person and shall indicate
the first and last day of the suspension or postponement period
imposed by the court pursuant to this section. The court shall
inform the person orally and in writing that if the person is
convicted of personally operating a motor vehicle or a vessel.
whichever is appropriate. during the period of license suspension
or postponement imposed pursuant to this section the person
shall. upon conviction, be subject to the penalties set forth in
R.S.39:3-40 or section 14 of P. L. . c. (C. )(now before the
Legislature as this bill). whichever is appropriate. A person shall
be required to acknowledge receipt of the written notice in
writing. Failure to receive a written notice or failure to
acknowledgr. in wriling the receipt of a written notice shall not
be a defense 10 a subsequent charge of violation of R.S.39:3-40 or
section 1~ of P.L. . c. (C. )(now before the Legislature as
this bill). whichever is appropriate. If the person is the holder of
a driver's or vessel operator's license from another jurisdiction.
the courl shall not collect the license but shall notify the director
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who shall nOllf}' the appropriate officials LO thc licensing
2 jurisdiction. The court shall. however. in L1ccordance with lilt'
3 provisions of this sect ion. revoke the person's non·· residen I

-I driving or vessel operating privileges. whichcver IS appropnale. In
5 this State.
6 For the purposes of this subsection. it shall be a rebuttAble
7 presumption that the owner of a vehicle or vessel was the
8 operator of the vehicle or vessel at the time of the offense.
9 (cf: P.L.1993. c.219. s.5)

10 I(S4.J ~1 (New section) There is appropriated from the
11 receipts collected by the Division of State Police pursuant to
12 subsection b. of section 17 of P.L. . c. (C. )(now before the
13 Legislature as this bill). such sums as are necessary to develop
14 and administer the boat safety lest and issue boat safety
15 certificates.
16 1(55.1 56. 1 The following sections are repealed:
17 Section 1 of P.L.19-11. c.396 (C.12:7-16.l)
18 Section 2 of P. L. 19-11. c.396 (C.12: 7-16.2)
19 Section 3 of P.L.19-1}, c.396 (C.12:7-16.3)
20 Section 9 of P.L.19S2. c.1S7 (C.12:7-52).
21 Section 1 of P.L.19S4. c.236 (C.12:7-34.1)
22 Section" of P.L.19S4. c.236 (C.12:7-J.j.4)
23 Section 6 of P. L.195-1. c,236 (C.12:7-3-1.6)
24 Section 7 of P.L.1954. c,236 (C.12:7-H.7)
25 Section 9 of P.L.1954. c.236 (C.12:7-34.9)
26 Section 13 of P.L.19S". c.236 (C.12:7-3U3)
27 Section 14 of P. L. 1954. c.236 (C.l:!: 7-34.14)
28 Section 18 of P. L.1954. c.236 (C.12:7-3UB)
29 Section 19 of P.L.1954. c.236 (C.12:7-J.I.19j
30 Section 20 of P. L.1954. c.236 (C.12:7-J4.20)
31 Section 22 of P.L.1954. c.236 (C.12:7-3-l,22)
32 Section 23 of P.L.1954. c.236 (C.12:7-3U3)
33 Section 25 of P. L.1954. c.236 (C.12:7-3U5)
34 Section 27 of P.L 1954. c.236 (C.12:7-34.27)
35 Section 28 of P.L.1954. c.236 (C.12:7-34.28)
36 Section 29 of P.L.1954. c.236 (C.12:7-34.29)
37 Section 30 of P.L.1954. c.236 (C.12:7-14.30)
38 Section 31 of P.L.1954. c.236 (C.12:7-J4.31)
39 Section 33 of P.L.1954. c.236 (C.12:7-34.33)
40 Section 34 of P.L.1954. c.236 (C.12:7-34.34)
41 Section 2 of P.L.1962. c.73 (C.12:7-34.37)
42 Section 16 of P.L.1962. c.73 (C.12:7-34.51)
43 Section 17 of P.L.1962. c,73 (C.12:7-34.52)
-14 Section 20 of P.L.1962. c.73 (C.12:7-34.55)
45 Section 1 of P.L.1987. c.9 (C.12:7-34.6a)
46 Section 1 of P.L.1973. c.231 (C.12:7-J4.9a)
47 Section 1 of P.L.199J. c.118 (C.12:7-J-i.9b)
48 Section 2 of P.L.199:J. c.118 (C.12:7-34.9c)
49 Section 3 of P, L.199J. c.118 (C.12:7-34.9d)
50 1(561 §?1. This act shall take effect on the first day of thr.
51 sisth month following enactment. escept thaI sections 17 and
52 1(54) 55 1 shall take errect immediately and section 17 shall
53 espire on the first day of lhe sixth month following enactment.
54
55

56
57 Revises and updates safet~· and licensing pro\,isions of boating
58 laws.

".,•.
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1 Section 9 of P.L.1954, c.236 (C.12:7-34.9)
2 Section 13 of P.L.1954, c.236 (C.12:7-34.13)
3 Section 14 of P.L.1954, c.236 (C.12:7-34.14)
4 Section 18 of P.L.1954, c.236 (C.12:7-34.18)
5 Section 19 of P.L.1954, c.236 (C.12:7-34.19)
6 Section 20 of P.L.1954, c.236 (C.12:7-34.20)
7 Section 22 of P.L.1954, c.236 (C.12:7-34.22)
8 Section 23 of P.L.1954, c.236 (C.12:7-34.23)
9 Section 25 of P.L.1954, c.236 (C.12:7-34.25)

10 Section 27 of P.L.1954, c.236 (C.12:7-34.27)
11 Section 31 of P.L.1954, c.236 (C.12:7-34.31)
12 Section 33 of P.L.1954, c.236 (C.12:7-34.33)
13 Section 34 of P.L.1954, c.236 (C.12:7-34.34)
14 Section 16 of P.L.1962, c.73 (C.12:7-34.51)
15 Section 17 of P.L.1962, c.73 (C.12:7-·34.52)
16 Section 20 of P.L.1962, c.73 (C.12:7-34.55)
17 Section 1 of P.L.1987, c.9 (C.12:7-34.6a)
18 Section 1 of P.L.1973, c.231 (C.12:7-34.9a)
19 Section I of P.L.1993, c.118 (C.12:7-34.9b)
20 Section 2 of P.L.1993, c.118 (C.12:7-34.9c)
21 Section 3 of P.L.1993, c.ll8 (C.12:7-34.9d)
22 60.•This act shall take effect on the first day of the sixth
23 month following enactment.
24
25
26 STATEMENT
27
28 This bill repeals many of those provisions of the laws regulating
29 boating enacted prior to 1962 and reorganizes and consolidates all
30 laws regulating the licensing, numbering, and operation of vessels
31 and power vessels. The bill also reclassifies the penalties for
32 violations of the boating laws from disorderly persons offenses to
33 penalties commensurate with those imposed for similar types of
34 motor vehicle offenses. The bill would also require the
35 completion of a boat safety course as a condition for operating a
36 personal watercraft (Le., jet-ski). Currently, a person can
37 operate a jet-ski without having to complete a safety course.
38 Boating is presently regulated by a diversity of statutes
39 enacted at various times. Since many of these statutes have
40 either been repealed, are no longer necessary, or are duplicative
41 of provisions already existing in the Act, the bill would
42 reorganize and consolidate all necessary provisions into the Act
43 and repeal those provisions which are either outdated or
44 duplicative of existing provisions. This reorganization and
45 consolidation will make the boating laws more understandable to
46 the public, State agencies, and the courts.
47 The bill would also revamp the penalty provisions of the
48 boating laws to reclassify all boating offenses from disorderly
49 persons offenses to quasi-criminal offenses (similar to motor
50 vehicle offenses) and adjust the respective fines accordingly.
51 The bill would also add new operating offenses, including
52 careless boating and a provision prohibiting littering. The bill
53 also includes an amendment to Title 2C to allow the imposition of
54 criminal penalties on a person who attempts to elude arrest while
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1 operating a vessel.
2

3

4

5
6 Revises boating laws to conform wi th motor vehicle laws.

,



SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES, TRADE AND
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR

SENATE, No. 2267

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
f r ;fr- T r~ f"K ~ r ,t'"\ ~. -~ ~~'."

,.J L. \.1 t , \c ::. ~ i i..J i. ;..:.

... - -.-- --- --.-.----- ..- DATED: OCTOBER 19, 1995

The Senate Natural Resources, Trade and Economic
Development Committee favorably reports a Senate Committee
Substitute for Senate Bill No. 2267.

The committee substitute reorganizes and consolidates many of
the laws, currently found in Chapter 7 of Title 12 of the Revised
Statutes, regulating the licensing, numbering, and operation of
vessels and power vessels.

The substitute reclassifies the penalties for violations of the
boating laws from disorderly persons offenses to penalties
commensurate with those imposed for similar types of motor
vehicle offenses. The substitute also revises the current
requirement that persons under 17 years of age successfully
complete a boat safety course as a condition for operating a power
vessel to require anyone 16 years of age or older and born after
December 31, 1978, to meet that condition. Persons under 16 years
of age would be prohibited from operating a boat, with the
exception that such individuals who are over 12 years of age could
operate small power vessels (as defined in the substitute) upon
successful completion of a boat safety course.

The requirement to complete a boat safety course would be
extended to the following:

• persons operating a personal watercraft (e.g., jet-ski), with
the provision that experienced boaters, as defined by the
Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles, may take a
one-time-only written test within six months of the
substitute's enactment date. Passage of this test would
exempt the person from the safety course requirement, while
failure of the test would subject the person to the safety
course requirement. Currently, a person can operate a
personal watercraft without having to complete a safety
course.

• persons found guilty of either careless boating, reckless
boating, boating under the influence or refusing a chemical
test in connection with a law enforcement officer's
suspicion of boating under the influence.

The substitute would permit persons who possess a boat safety
certificate prior to the substitute's effective date or who possess a
boat operator's license issued prior to the substitute's effective
date to continue to have the boating privileges conferred by the
certificate or license, or provided by the substitute.
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The substitute would also revamp the penalty provisions of the
boating laws to reclassify all boating offenses from disorderly
persons offenses to quasi-criminal offenses (similar to motor
vehicle offenses) and adjust the respective fines and terms of
imprisonment accordingly.

The substitute would also add new operating offenses, including
careless boating and a provision prohibiting littering. The
substitute also includes an amendment to Title 2C to allow the
imposition of criminal penalties on a person who attempts to elude
arrest while operating a vessel.

Boating is presently regulated by a diversity of statutes enacted
at various times. Since many of these statutes have either been
repealed, are no longer necessary, or are duplicative of provisions
already existing in Chapter 7, the substitute would reorganize and
consolidate all necessary provisions and repeal those provisions
which are either outdated or duplicative of existing provisions.



ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY. l.AW AND PUBLIC S,\FETY
CO\1\1ITTf::E

STATEMENT TO

SENATE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR

SENATE, No. 2267
with committee amendments

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DATED: DECEMBER 14, 1995

The Assembly Judiciary, Law and Public Safety Committee
reports favorably and with committee amendments Senate Bill
No. 2267 (SCS).

This substitute reorganizes and consolidates many of the laws,
currently foood in Chapter 7 of Title 12 of the Revised Statutes,
regulating the licensing, numbering, and operation of vessels and
power vessels.

The substitute reclassifies the penalties for violations of the
boating laws from disorderly persons offenses to penalties
commensurate with those imposed for similar types of motor
vehicle offenses. The substitute also revises the current
requiremen t that persons ooder 17 years of age suc:cessfully
complete a boat safety course as a condition for operating a
power vessel to require anyone 16 years of age or older and born
after December 31, 1978, to meet that condition. Persons under
16 years of age would be prohibited from operating a boat, with
the exception that such individuals who aff~ over 12 years of age
could operate small power vessels (as deflOed in the substitute)
upon successful completion of a boat safety course.

The requirement to complete a boat safety course would be
extended to the following:

• persons operating a personal watercraft (e.g., jet-ski), with
the provision that experienced boaters, as defined by the
Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles, may take a
one-time-only written test within six months of the
substitute's enactment date. Passage of this test would
exempt the person from the safety course requirement, while
failure of the test would subject the person to the safety
course requirement. Currently, a person can operate a
personal watercraft without having to complete a safety
course.

• persons foood guilty of either careless boating, reckless
boating, boating under the influence or refusing a chemical
test in connection with a law enforcement officer's
suspicion of boating ooder the influence.

The substitute would permit persons who possess a boat safety
certificate prior to the substitute's effective date or who possess
a boat operator' s license issued prior to the substitute' s
effective date to continue to have the boating privileges
conferred by the certificate or license, or provided by the
substitute.



The substitute would also revamp the penalty pro'visions of the
boating laws to reclassify all boating offenses from disorderly
persons offenses to quasi-criminal offensl-:'i (similar to motor
vehicle offenses) and adjust the respective fines and terms of
imprisonment accordingly.

The substitute would also add new operating offenses, including
careless boating and a provision prohibiting littering. The
substitute also includes an amendment to Title 2C to allow the
imposition of criminal penalties on a person who attempts to
elude arrest while operating a vessel.

Boating is presently regulated by a diversity of statutes
enacted at various times. Since many of these statutes have
either been repealed, are no longer necessary, or are duplicative
of provisions already existing in Chapter 7, the substitute would
reorganize and consolidate all necessary provisions and repeal
those provisions which are either outdated or duplicative of
exis ting provisions.

The committee amended the substitute as follows:
Section 3 of the substitute was amended to provide an

exemption for out-of-state residents. Under the provisions of
this section an out-of-state resident would not be required to be
licensed to operate a power vessel if the vessel has been
registered in the person I s state of residence, the person has
successfully completed a boat safety course and the person
operating the vessel would do so for no more than 30 days
between May 1st and September 30th of any year.

Section 13 of the substitute was amended to clarify the
circumstances under which the court would revoke or suspend a
person's privilege to operate a power vessel. A person's
privilege to operate a power vessel would be revoked or
suspended if that person has been charged with or convicted of a
homicide in connection with the operation of a vessel. If the
person has been charged with or convicted of a homicide in
connection with operating a motor vehicle the court may revoke
or suspend that person's privileges.

Section 17 of the substitute was amended to requi re the
Superintendent of State Police or his designee to administer the
written test for experienced boaters.

The committee amendments would also add a new section 18 to
the substitute which would create an exemption for rentals of
personal watercrafts under certain circumstances. Under the
provisions of this section a person would be authorized to operate
a personal watercraft without having completed a boat safety
course or having taken a written test if that person operates the
personal watercraft within established boundaries designated
solely for the operation of such watercraft by a business engaged
in renting such watercrafts on the waters of the State and the
designated area is supervised by a person having successfully
completed a boat safety course and an instruction course. This
section would also give rule making powers to the Superintendent
of State Police.

Sections 21 and 24 of the substitute would require the division
to issue to an applicant a pocket-size laminated or otherwise
water resistant certificate.

The remaining amendments are technical in nature.
As amended, this substitute is identical to Assembly, No. 3235

(1R).
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3. ljl,;ew section) ..I. Upon proper apfl!lcililon '[thcrcfore]

tlwrr.for 1 . the director shall license a person to operate a power
vessel on the nontidal waters of this State. A person shall not
make any misstatement of fact In an applar.atlOI1 for a power
vessel operalor s hcense.

b, Except as provided pursuillll 10 subsection c. of thiS sectIOn:
(11 A person shall not operatp a power vessel on the nontldal

waters of thiS State Without being licensed by the director; and
I~) A person under 16 years of age shall not be lacensed to

operate a power vessel on the nontidal waters of this State.
c. A person is not required to be licensed pursuanl to

suhsectlon lJ, of thlS section when operating a power vessel:
(1) powered solely by a motor of less than one horsepower or an

electnc motor of 12 volts or less;
(2) that IS 12 fPoet or greater In length and powered b~ a motor.

or combination of motors. of less than 10 horsepower.
(3) while actually competing in an authorized race held under

the auspices of a duly incorporated yacht club or racing
assoCiation in accordance with rules and regulations prescribed b)'
the DiviSlon of State Police In the Department of Law and Public
Safety and pursuant to a permit dul)' issued b)' that division:
1[orl1

(4) pursuant to the provisions of subsection a. of section 2 of
P.L.19Bi. c.4S3 (C.12;7-61)1;

(5) if the person is an out-of-State residp.nt. the person' s
vessel is registered in the person' s state of residence and the
person has successfullv completed a boat safety course
substantiallv similar to the boat safety course administered
pursuant to section 1 of P.L.1987. c.4S3 (C.12:7-60l. provided
that the person enters New Jersey with the intent to operate a
vessel. and that the person operates the vessel for no more than
30 days between Mav 1 and September 30 or any vearI .

d. Except as provided pursuant to subsection c. of this section.
a person shall have in his possession a proper license at all times
when operating a power vessel on nontidal waters and shall
exhibit the license to any law enforcement orficer upon request.
Failure of a person to exhibit such license upon request shall be
presumptive evidence that the person is not a licensed operator.
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fl. A person who "10111 IllS thc IUQ\'IIlONi of 5UUlttCIJon U. uf thll.
Hetlon shall btl lub,UCI 10 a fmC! or MI more than 5&00 or 10 II

term of ImpriSOnlllttnl not 10 8lCclfed 60 d.y", or both.•kcel'lt thllt:
(1) A person who hIS never buen licensed to ofMtrate 8 power

veIleJ on the nonlidal walers of Ihis Slate or any uthur
iurisdlctlon shall be subject 10 a hne of nol 1f,u than $200 and. in
addition, the court shall issue III order to the DIrector of the
Division of Motor Vehicles requninll the director to refuse to
iuue a license 10 operate a power vusel on Ihe nontidal wateri
of thiS Slale to Ihat person for iI period of not less than 180 days;
and

(2) A per.on who can exhibit 10 the court before which the
person is summoned to IJUIwt!r to Ihe ehllr1l8 a valid operator' I
license Issued to that person which WIS valid on the day that
person Wei eharled shall be lubjcct to a fine of not more than
1100. in addition 10 any rlllOnabt. court coatI the court may
impose. Notwithatandin, the provilionl of thil aubucHon. the
court rna)', in it. diacrttion, dilmill I char,e re,lretina the
failure to .xhibit an operltor'I lictnll brou,ht pursuant to the
provilions of thia ItCtlon.

f. The pen.hi.. provid.d for puraUAnt to .ubsection e. of this
MCtion lhall not be .pplic.bl. in c.... where failure to have
actual poIItIIion of the operator' a license ia due to an
e*ninistrativ. or technical error by the Division of Motor
Vthicl...

'IPLACII $WD9C' 0 m 'IiAP'
a. (New Stetion) A penon who pou..... a motor. whether

inboard or outbo.rd. the motor number of which has been Iltlred
or mutilated, or who com.. into PGlllllion of auch I motor, thall
.t once file in writina with th. lldlv.....J Qivjaion of Slit.
flljg1 I It.lIment ""ina forth .U circumstanc:tI in connection
with thlt penon 'a poIIlllion of the motor.

IRLACI'r&I!?N n IQ BEAp'
13. (New Metion) '0 A court ma, revok. or IUII*'d thepriYU.,. or • penon to oper.t•• power ....1if that penon hu

..... convicttd 01 homicide in connection with the operetiOn of a
1.....1 orJ1 motor vehicle or of operet.... a 11....1 or)l motor
qhic:l. while under the innuenc. of intoxiCltina liquor or •
nalWhc. hal1ucinopnic or habit procIucinl dNa.

b. A court may revoke or IUIptftd the ,nvUe.. of • penon to
oper.te a power v...1 if that ........ been charted With •
homicide in connection with the operation of • 1(..... orJ1
motor vthiel. or of opentina • .-l or motor vehicle whil.
under thl innuence of ifttCNdCatiltl r or • MI'ClOtic.
he11ucinoaenic or bOit prMuctftI ..... , u. of IMt
....•• or for MaY oiMr vioIat_ of _ of the of
"'.r 1 or Title 12 of tbe or of ., .. or
.....tioA pnecribed .., 1M "'tor or the
CleINftiIaion.

15. '-a."'-•• ,.,1 a."I" n •
wgt••_" 'K" 3 •.1nr.nuIUW •:"t\" " t n'"Me II r 7 I nl T'IIIC.

llc.I.1 "'*•....-.• """' 1,lota I ......- II
....ed or r.r"''' ..
Iteanl. Att..... of wll 1 .. hr..... "
oompeUId .., M'.... )
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lId. I !:.:,l Faill:re uf lhl: Ilcen!>l~1' or any olht:r pf'r~on pnsse:>,slnp,
the license c,lrel 10 df!\IVf~r thl: S,1 111 I' 10 till' suspt!ndlll~~ nr rl'vol-Ill~

court. or the director if so ordered. shill! constlllllf' iI vlOl"tlon,
A court tha t suspends or revokes iI i1ct!nsl: shall prompt Iy plllCf'
Ihl' IIcensp card In thl' custod~ of lill' dIVI:,ilJll. 1'\C"pt Wlll'li lhl'
diVISIOn shall othel"\\'\sl: direct,

llc.) !.: 1 The dlVISlOll shall havl: tIll: I"CIIl!,;iVI' l'"wl:r to reslnre
iI person S privilege to operatl' iI p(Jwl~r ves:;c! iU1d may restun:

that prlvllefl: alter the person pays lo the tllrt~cl()r a SoO
r1lstoratlon t"I', [inlt!ss otlll:rwise ~,pl:l:Ill1'd. wlwnr:\lI:r;, llCllllSI' IS
revol-cd pursuant to nils SI:ctlOn it new Iicl'nsf: shall llot bt: Issued
In the pl:rMHI whilSt, IICI:IIS/, IS rf!\lolo.l'd for at II:ast SI\ IlHlllths
olftn 1I11~ ddlt· of such rt"/ocilII<HI. ii', c11'11:;lIlllwd tn' lhl: (!In'ctor

!~J;!'LACUj4;,:r1()'C TU I{ EA\).
17, (~l'\\ sectIOn) 01, The Supenntendent of State Police shall

develop 1;' .Uld llh,' supenntendent. or hiS deSIgnee. ~halll

admil1lstt'r : 1 it written test for expllflenced boaters which shall

be Issued II. lieU or complrtmE the boat ~afety course reqUIred
pursuant In ~uh!.l'c:lOn c. of sectIOn 2 of P.L.1987. C.453

Ie 12,7.1;11 ['pon successful completIOn of the lest. the person

..hilll hI' FI\f'!> ,j cp.rtlflcate which shall fulfill the reqUIrements of
:,.lbsectlOr, [ of o,f!C!lon ;: of PL1987, col::'] IC1Z:7-(1). A

person wtw !dd.. ltw test shall be sub,ect to all requirements of

!Jubsectlon c of section;: of P.L.19Bi. c,453 \C.12:7-(1). A

Jlerson n1i1\ Dilly laKe one test pursuant to thiS subsection,
b A pt:r!.l)~; whl' tal-es a lest pursuant to subsectlOll (I, of l!llS

wr.:lun s:I"I. p;1\ SIll:!') fcc as detennlOed by the supermtendent to

dl'fr"y !:w V'S!" Il~ developing and admmlslcflng the test and

1'.s'lIns;: :~\I' r't:rl :f:catl'" 10 per~.nns who successfllll~ complete thf'
t f'~ ~

c In iJdd:t1011 !(, all other penalties proVided b} law. il person

who provldc~ faise IOformatlon on an application for OJ written

tesl Issued pursuant 10 subsection a. of thiS section shall be

subtec I to a fme of S100.
d. The l(suppenntendent) supermtendenl 1 shall determme the

qualIficatiOns for applicatIOn and all other requirements for

applicants Wlder thiS section.

lriSER! NEW SECTlOb> 18 TO READ
118, (New sectlonl a A person rna\' operate a personal

watercraft WIthout having completed a boat safet\' course
required pursuant to subsection c, of section 2 of P.L. 1987. c.453

IC.12:7-61) or a written test administered pursuant to section 17

of P. L. ,c. (C. )(now before the Legislature as this bill).
tmder the following conditions:

(1) the person operates the personal watercraft within the

boundaries of an area designated soleI)' for the operation of

personal watercraft by a business ensued in renting personal

watercraft for use on the waters of the State:
(2) the area desimated for such operation is supervised by a

person who is experienced in the operation of personal watercraft

and who has successfully completed a boat safety course

approved pursuant to section 1 of P,L. 1987, c.453 (C.12:7-60)j
and

{3} the person has successfully completed an instruction course
provided by the owner or lessee of the personal watercraft prior

to operating Ihe personal watercraft within the designated area.
"
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b. The Superintendent of State Police shall adopt. pUN;uant to
the "Adlllinistrativil Procedure Ac\''' P.\.. lQ£iB. C.·no
IC.52:14B-1 et seq.). anv rules or re&\llations ner.essarv to
Implement the provisions of thiS section. 1

RENUMgER SECTIONS 1B AND 19 AS SECTIONS 1p AND 20.

REpLACE SECTION 20 TO READ;
1(20) 21 1. Section 4 of P.L.19G2. c.7:! (C.l:!:7-34.39) is

amended to read as follows:
4. (a) The owner of a vessel required to be numbered in this

State shall file an application with the [department] division on
fonns approved by It. The application shall be signed by the
owner and shall be accompanied by the fee prescribed by thiS act
for such vessel. Upon receipt of the application in the approved
fonn and the prescribed fee. the [department) division shall enter
the same upon the records of its office and issue to the applicant
a pocket-size~ 1(waterproof) laminated or otherwise water
resistant 1 certificate of number. which shall state the name and
address of the owner, a description of the vessel. its use, and the
number assigned.

(b) Except as prOVided herein, the certificate of number shall
be available at all times for inspection on the vessel for which
Issued whenever such vessel is in operation. The certificate of
number for vessels less than 26 feet in length and leased or
rented to another for the latter's noncommercial use of less than
24 hours may be retained on shore by the vessel's owner or his
representative at the place from which the vessel departs or
returns to the possession of the owner or his representative:
provided such substitute as the [commissioner) director may
prescribe by regulation is carried on board.

Ie) The number assigned to a vessel shall be displayed on each
side of the bow thereof. as prescribed by regulations of the
(department) division. using letters and numerals not less than
three inches in height: except that this provision shall not apply
to a one-design class racing sailboat, without power installed
either inboard or outboard. which is required to be numbered
under section 3 of P.L.1962, c. 73 (C. 12:7-34.38). No other
number shall be displayed on the bow.
(cC: P.L.1985. c.56. s.2)

RENpMBER SECTIONS 21 ANp 22 AS SECTIONS 22 AND 23

REPLACE SECTION 23 TQ REAp'
1[23) 241. Section 10 of P.L.1980. c.9? (C.12:?-34.44a) is

amended to read as follows:
10. (a) for the purposes of hhis act) P.L.1962. c.?3

(C.12:?-34.36 et seq.). a documented vessel is based within this
State if its owner owns. maintains. leases or rents space in this
State for its storage. mooring or servicing on other than a
transient basis.

(b) The owner of a documented vessel of 500 gross tons or less
based in this State shall file an application for the registration of
such vessel wi th the [department) division on fonns approved by
it. The application shall

;)
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hI' sls:ned b~' tIll' OWT1I'r and ~,h;t11 lip ;H:r.olllpanlPc1 hy tIll' fel'

rrescnbmJ Iwrelll for the ves~el. Upon receIpt of tlwapr11ciltlCJl1

In the approvl:d form and tht: prescribed fee. tIll! !departnwnt J

dIvIsIon shall enter the same upon the records of Its office and

Issue to tIll' applIcant OJ (pudetslleJ pocket-sIll'. l[w<ltl'rprooJ]

lamlllilted or otherWise water resIstant 1 certIfIcate of

registratIOn which shull state the name und address of the owner,

a dc!>cnpllon of the vcssel. and its usc.
Ie) The certifIcate of registratIOn shall be available at all times

for inspectIOn on the vessel for which issued whenever the vcssel

IS an operatIOn.

(d) The fees for the Illltltll registratIon of a documented vcssel

and for each rI!O!!\\'al thereof. shall he based on the length of the

vessel and shall be the SV'llC as provided for In sectIOn 12 of

P.L.19G2. C.7J IC.12:7-Jol.47) for other vessels of the sallie length.

lef: P.L.1980. e.g7. s.10)

RENUMBER ~T!ONS 24 THROUGH 43 AS SECTIONS 25
THRQUGH 44

REPLACE SECTION 44 TO READ;
1[44J i§1. Section 2 of P.L.1987, c.453 (C.12:7-61) IS amended

to read as follows:
2. a. [No] fl person who IS under 16 years of age [or youngerl

shall !lQ.! operate a power vessel on the [tidal or nontidal] waters
of thiS State . except that:

(1) a person who is under 16 years of age but at least 13 "ears
of age and possesses a certificate certifving that person' s
successful completion of a boat safet\' course approved bv the
Superintendent of State Police in the Department of Law and
Public Safety may operate:

(a) a power vessel powered solelv by a motor of less than one
horsepower or an electric motor of 12 volts or less: or

(b) a power vessel which is 12 feet or greater in length and
powered bv a motor. or combination of motors. of less than 10
horsepower:

(2) A person who is under 16 years of age and 1has 1

successfully completed an approved boat safetv course prior to
the l[effectivel enactment 1 date of P, L. . c. (C. )(now
before the Legislature as this bill) mav operate a power vessel on
the tidal waters of this State, provided that the person complies
with all other requirements of law. rule and regulation: and

(3) A person who is under 16 vears of age and was issued an
operator's license pursuant to section 7 of P.L.1954. c.236
(C,12:1-34.1) before the l[errectivel enactment 1 date of P. L.
c. (C. ) (now before the Legislature as this bill) may operate a
power vessel equipped with an outboard motor until the
expiration date of that license.

b. A person who is 16 years of age or older and was born after
December 31. 1918 shall not operate a power vessel on the waters
of this State without having completed a boat safety course
approved by the Superintendent of State Police in the
Department of Law and Public Safety.

)



[b, Al c, Except as provided pursuant to ~r.r.tion 17 1and
section 18 1 of P.L, . c. (C. )(now bflfore the Lcgislaturp. as
this bill). a person shall not operate u personal watercraft (In thl!
waters of this Stote without having completed a boat sofetv
c:our!\e approved by the Superinhmdent of State Policl! in the
Department of Law and Public Safet\'.

d. Whenever a person [lG years of age or younger. when
operatmg) who is required bv this section or by section 7 of
P,L, . c, (C. ) (now before the Legislature as this bill).
sections 3 or 4 of P.L.1952. ColS? (C.12:7-46 or C.12:?-47). or
section 9 of P.L.1986. c.39 (C.12:7-57) to have completed a boat
safetv course operates a power vessel or personal watercraft. as
appropriate. on the [tidal or nontidal) waters of this State. [shall
have in hIS possession) that person shall have in possession a
certificate certifying that person' s successful completion of a
boat safet}· coursp. approved by the superintendent and shall.
when requested to do so. exhibit the certificate to a law
enforcement or peace officer of this State. Failure of the person
to exhibit the certificate is presumptive evidence that the person
has no' completed an approved boat safety course.

[c.) ~ A person [16 years of age or younger, who operates a
power vessel on the tidal or nontidal waters of this State without
having completed a boat safety course approved by the
superintendent or] who violates subsection a.. boo c. or d. of this
section or who exhibits to a law enforcement or peace officer a
certificate of completion of an approved boat safety course of
another person is subject to a fine of not less than [$100.00) $100
nor more than [$500,00] $500.

f. A person who owns or has control or custodv of a power
vessel and allows the power vessel to be operated on the waters
of this State bv a person who is required pursuant to the
provisions of this section to possess a certificate certifying
successful completion of a boat safet\' course but who does not
possess such certificate is subject to a fine of not more than $100,

g. A person making application to the Director of the Division
of Motor Vehicles for a power vessel operator's license issued
pursuant to section 3 of P.L. ,c. (C. )(now before the
Legislature as this bill) who is required pursuant to the provisions
of this section to possess a certificate certifying successful
completion of a boat safetv course shall submit the original or a
copy of the certificate with the application. The director shall
not issue a power vessel operator's license to such person who
fails to submit the original or a copv of the certificate.
(cf: P.L.19B?, c.453, s.2)

RENUMBER S,CTIONS 45 THRQUGH 55 AS S,CTIONS 46
THROUgH 56

R,pLAC, SECTION 56 m READ;

1[56] 511. This act shall take effect on the first day of the
sixth month following enactment, except that sections 17 and
1[54] 551 shall take effect immediately and section 17 shall
expire on the first day of the sixth month following enactment.
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