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P. L. 1995. CHAPTER 278. approved December J5, J995 

t994 Assembly No. t 705 (Third Reprint) 

J AN ACT concerning school elections. supplementing Title 19 of
 
2 the Revised Statutes and amending and repealing parts of the
 
3 statutory law.
 
4
 

5 BE IT ENACTED bJl the Senate and General AssemblJl oj the
 
6 State oj New JerseJl:
 
7 1. (New section) a. An annual school election shall be held in
 
8 each type II district on the third Tuesday in April. However. in
 
9 any school year. the Commissioner of Education shall make any
 

10 adjustments to the school budget and election calendar which 
11 may be necessary to change the annual school election date if 
12 that dale coincides with a period of religious observance. The 
13 commissioner shall inform local school boards3• county clerks and 
14 boards of elections3 of these adjustments no later than the first 
15 working day in January of the year in which the adjustments are 
16 to occur. 
17 b. All school elections shall be by ballot and2 • except as 
18 otherwise provided by P.L. ! c. (C. et al.)(now 
19 pending before the Legislature as this bill),2 shall be conducted in 
20 the manner provided for general elections pursuant to Title 19 of 
21 the Revised Statutes2[, except that noJ~2 grouping of 
22 candidates or party designation shall 2appear on any ballot t02 be 
23 used 2[by any candidateJ2 in a school election. 
24 2. (New section) a. The board of education of a type II 
25 district may call a special election of the legal voters of the 
26 district at any time when in its judgment the interests of the 
27 schools require it. or whenever 50 of the legal voters shall by 
28 petition so request, but no special school election shall be called 
29 to be held in any municipality on any day within 20 days before or 
30 after the day fixed according to law for the holding of any 
31 primary election for the general election or municipal or general 
32 election. and no more than two special school elections shall be 
33 called by any board of education within any period of six months 
34 to submit to the legal voters of the district for their adoption or 
35 rejection any proposal. resolution or question authorizing the 
36 issuance of bonds of the district. for the same purpose. unless the 
37 Commissioner of Education shall first have certified in writing 
38 thll n61;llssity therefor. 
39 b. No business shall be transacted at any special election 
40 except such as shall have been set forth in the notices by which 
41 the election was called and in the notices of any special election. 
42 called upon petition 8S foresaid. there shall be Inserted the 
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1 purposes named in the potition so far as the same are nOI in 
2 conflict with the provisions of Title 18A of the New Jersey 
3 Statutes. 
.. 3. (New section) Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S.19:6-1. 
5 for school elections thn county board of the county in whi«Jh the 
13 election district is located shall designate two members of the 
7 district board of election 1[, not more than one of whom "hall be 
8 of the same political party.Jl to perfonn all the duties of the 
9 district board for that election, e)(cept that where electronic 

10 voting systems are in use in any election district in which there 
11 are more than 900 registered voters, the county board shall 
12 designate four members of the district board 1[, not more than 
13 two of whom shall be of the same political party,]l to perform all 
14 the duties of the district board for that election. 
15 2Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S.19:6-10. the county board 
16 shall appoint one of the persons so designated to serve as judge 
17 and the other or another, as the case may be, of those persons so 
18 designated to serve as inspector for school elections.2 

19 4. (New section) The secretary of each board of education. 
20 not later than 310 0' clock a.m. of3 the l[fiftiethJ 2[45th1J 
21 3ltOth2] 17th3 day preceding the annual school election -;;;- a 
22 special school election. shall make and certify and forward to the 
23 clerk of the county in which the school district is located a 
24 statement designating any public question to be voted upon by the 
25 voters of the district which may be required pursuant to the 
26 provisions of P.L. • c. (C. )(now pending before the 
27 Legislature as this bill) or Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes. 
28 5. (New section) Notwithstanding the provisions of 
29 R.S.19:13-4, each nominating petition for a candidate to be voted 
30 upon at a school election shall be addressed to the 3[c1erk of the 
31 county in which the district is situated] secretary of the board of 
32 education3 and therein shall be set forth: 
33 a. A statement that the signers of the petition are all qualified 
34 voters of the school district or, in the case of a regional school 
35 district. qualified voters of the constituent district which the 
36 candidate shall represent on the board of education of the 
37 regional district; 
38 b. The name. residence and post office address of the person 
39 endorsed and the office for which he is endorsed; 
40 c. That the signers of the petition endorse the candidate 
41 named in the petition for that office and request that the 
42 person' s name be printed upon the official ballot to be used at 
43 the ensuing election; and 
44 d. That the person so endorsed is legally qualified to be 
45 elected to the office. 
46 2An)' form of a petition of nomination hereunder which is 
47 l!!.Ovided to candidates in R school election shall contain the 
46 follOWing notice: "Notice: All candidates are required by law to 
49 comply with the provisions of I The New Jel'5ey Campaian 
50 Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act'. For further 
51 infonnation. please call (insert phone number of the Election L.aw 
52 Enforcement Commission). "2 
53 6. (New section) Accompanying the nontinatin, ptttltion and to 
54 be filed therewith. there shall be a certiCicate sl,ned by the 
55 IJerson endorsed In the petition stating that: • 
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1 a. The person is qualified to be elected to the office for which 
2 the person is nominated, including a specific affinnation that the 
3 person is not disqualified as a voter pursuant to R.S.19:4-1; 
4 b. The person consents to stand as a candidate for election: and 
S c. If elected. the person agrees to accept and qualify into that 
6 office. 
7 7. (New section) 2[Notwithstanding the provisions of 
8 R.S.19:13-5, each] Each2 candidate to be voted upon at a school 
9 election shall be nominated directly by petition. 2and the 

10 procedures for such nomination shall. to the extent not 
11 inconsistent with the provisions of P.L. • c. (C. et aJ.) (now 
12 pending before the Legislature as this bill). confonn to the 
13 procedure for nominating candidates by direct petition under 
14 chapter 13 of Title 19 of the Revised Statutes. Notwithstanding 
15 the provisions of R.S.19:13-5, however. a petition of nomination 
16 for such office shall be2 signed by at least 10 persons. none of 
17 whom shall be the candidate himself. and filed with the 3[clerk of 
18 the county in which the district is situated] secretary of the 
19 board of education3 on or before four p.m. of the 1[54th) 50th1 

20 day preceding the date of the 1school1 election. The signatures 
21 need not all appear upon a single petition and any number of 
22 petitions may be filed on behalf of any candidate but no petition 
23 shall contain the endorsement of more than one candidate. 
24 2Any candidate may withdraw as a candidate in a school 
25 election by filing a notice in writing. signed by the candidate. of 
26 such withdrawal with the 3[clerk of the county) secretary of the 
27 board of education3 before the 44th day before the date of the 
28 election. and thereupon the name of that candidate shall be 
29 withdrawn by the 3[clerk) secretary of the board of education3 

30 and shall not be printed on the ballot. 
31 A vacancy created by a declination of nomination or 
32 withdrawal by. or death of. a nominee. or in any other manner. 
33 shall be ineligible to be filled under the provisions of 
34 R.S.19:13-19 or otherwise. 
35 Whenever written objection to a petition of nomination 
36 hereunder shall have been made and timely filed with the 
37 3[county clerk. the clerk shall file his) secretary of the board of 
38 education. the board of education shall file its3 detemination of 
39 the objection on or before the 44th daY preceding the school 
40 election. The last day upon which a candidate may file with the 
41 Superior Court a verified complaint setting forth any invasion or 
42 threatened invasion of the candidate's rishts under the 
43 candidate's petition of nomination shall be the 46th day before 
44 the election. The last day upon which a candidate whose .petition 
45 of nomination or any affidavit thereto is defective may amend 
46 such petition or affidavit shall be the 44th day before the 
47 election.2 

48 8. (New section) Notwilh.'itanding the provisions of 
4!1 R.S.19:14-12. the posillon which tho nOlllos of candldatus shall 
50 have upon the aMual school election ballot In each school dlstrlcl 
51 shall be determined by the 3[cow\ty clerk of the county In which 

( 52 the school district Is situated) s.cr.tarx or the bum or 
53 education3 by cot1ductlnll a drawing In the rollbWII\IIY\aM~":

J 54 a. 1(The county clerk shall establish tho time and date of the 
55 drawing of the namos.)t The drawlnl ahall be db"" by the 

I 
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3[county clerk2[,]2 or the clerk's deputy] secretary of the board 
2 

3 
of education3 lseven workins days following the 21ast day for2 
mingl 28 petition for the nomination of such a candidate2. The 

4 person making the drawing shall make public announcement at 
5 the drawing of each name, the order in which the name is drawn 
6 and the term of office for which the drawing is made. 
7 b. A separate drawing shall be made for each full term and for 
8 each unexpired term, respectively. The names of the several 
9 candidates for whom petitions have been filed for each of the 

10 tenns shall be written upon paper slips which shall be placed in 
11 capsules of the same size. shape, color and substance and then 
12 placed in a covered box with an aperture in the top large enough 
13 to admit a person's hand and to allow the capsules to be drawn 
14 therefrom. The box shall be tumed and shaken thoroughly to mix 
15 the capsules and the capsules shall be withdrawn one at a time. 
16 c. Where there is more than one person to be elected for a 
17 given term of office. the position of the names on the ballots for 
18 each term of office shall be determined as above described. The 
19 name of the candidate for each term of office first drawn from 
20 the box shall be printed directly below the proper term for which 
21 the person was nominated and the name of the candidate next 
22 drawn shall be printed next in order. and so on. until the last 
23 name shall be drawn from the box. 
24 3The secretary of the board of education shall, within two days 
25 following the drawing. certify to the county clerk the results of 
26 the drawing.3 
27 29. (New section) The ballot for a school election shall be a 
28 single or blanket form of ballot, upon which shall be printed in 
29 bold-faced type the words "OFFICIAL SCHOOL ELECTION 
30 BALLOT" or "OFFICIAL SPECIAL SCHOOL ELECTION 
31 BALLOT". as appropriate. Any public question which is to be 
32 submitted to the voters at a school election shall be printed in a 
33 separate space below or to the right of. as the county clerk shall 
34 determine. the listing of candidates in the election. 
35 In the colwnns in which are listed the titles of the offices to be 
36 filled at a school election and the names of candidates for those 
37 offices. the title of and the names of candidates for the office of 
38 member of the regional board of education shall appeal' above the 
39 title of and the names of candidates for the office of member of 
40 the local board of education. With respect to either office. in the 
41 event that one or more persons are to be elected to membership 
42 thereon for a full tenn and one or more persons are to be elected 
43 to membership thereon to fill an unexpired term. the ballots shall 
44 designate which of the candidates to be voted for is to be elected 
45 for a full term and which for an unexpired tenn. In all cases in 
46 which one or more persons are to be elected for an unexpired 
47 term. the ballots shall indicate the duration of that unexplrAd 
48 tenn. 
49 All public questions to be voted upon at a school election bM 
50 the voters of more than one municipality Ilhall be Dll90d flt'lt 
51 before Iftyque.tion to be voted upon at that election !Jyth8 
52 voters of a sill,I8 municipalltv. 
53 
J4 

Evett countycletk shall have ready for the printer a. COpY of 
the contents or aWcial ballot. reqUired bx.lllWlp bt! lulnttd for I 

I
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1 use at a school election, as follows: in the case of the 8Mual 
2 school election, not later than 3lto 0' clock a.m. of the eishthJ 
3 the 17th3 day precedins that election; and in the case of any 
4 special school election, not later than two business days followins 
5 receipt by the clerk of official notice of the complete content of 
6 the ballot to be voted upon at that election.2 

1 2[l~J 10.2 (New section) The county clerk shall cause samples 
8 of the official school election ballot to be printed in the same 
9 manner as prescribed for the printing of sample ballots for the 

10 general election by R.S.19:14-21. In counties not having a 
11 superintendent of elections where the county board of elections 
12 does not have the equipment or facilities to address and mail 
13 sample ballot envelopes, the delivery of such sample ballots for 
14 mailing, issuance of a receipt for such delivery, and the mailing 
15 of sample ballots shall be effected in the same manner as 
16 prescribed for the sample ballot for the general election under 
11 subsection a. of R.S.19:14-21j and in counties having a 
18 superintendent of elections and in other counties where the 
19 county board of elections may have such equipment or facilities, 
20 the delivery of ballots for mailing, issuance of a receipt for such 
21 delivery. and the mailing of sample ballots shall be effected in 
22 the same manner as prescribed for the sample ballot for the 
23 general election under subsection b. of R.S.19:14-21 2L subject to 
24 the condition that the latest time at which the county clerk may 
25 furnish sample ballots for mailing shall be the eighth day 
26 preceding the school election2 3[; except that in any case, the 
27 delivery of such sample ballots shall be made to and the issuance 
28 of such receipt and mailing of the ballots shall be made by the 
29 secretary of the board of education in the school district in which 
3D the election is to be held]3.1 
31 1[9.] 2[10.1]!h2 (New ~ction) The district board of election 
32 l[may] shall1, for any school election, utilize a poll list instead of 
33 the signature copy register l[whichl . The poll list1 shall be 
34 arranged in a column or columns appropriately headed so as to 
35 indicate the election, the date thereof, and the school district 
36 and election district in which the same is used, in such a manner 
37 that each voter voting in the polling place at the election may 
38 sign the voter's name and state the voter's address therein and 
39 the number of the voter's official ballot may be indicated 
40 opposite the signature. The district board shall compare the 
41 signature in the poll lists with that in the signature copy registers 
42 before accepting the ballot. 
43 1[10.] 2[!hI) 12.2 (New section) All costs, charges and 
44 expenses, including the compensation of the members of the 
45 district boards and the compensation and expenses of the county 
46 board 10 f elections1 3L...!h!!. county superintendent of elections3 

47 and the clerk 1hhereof) of the county1 for any school election 
48 shall be paid by the board of education of the school district. 
49 3An costs. charges and expenses submitted to. the board of 
50 education for payment shall be itemized and shall .incluq the 
51 separate identification of C()st. to prepare, print and dlatribute 
52 sample ballots.3 

I ,,:I 1(11.) 2[12. 1) 13.2 R.S.t9:·I-t Is amendnd to read 8S tollows:
j I 
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1 19:1-1. As used in this Title: 
2 "Election" means the procedure whereby the electors of thi!; 
:1 State or any political subdivision thereof elect persons to fill 
4 public office or pass on public questions. 
5 "Ceneral election" means the annual election to be held on the 
6 first Tuesday after the first Monday in November. 
7 "Primary election" means the procedure whereby the members 
8 of a political party in this State or any political subdivision 
9 thereof nominate candidates to be vlt)ted for at general elections. 

10 or elect persons to fill party offices. or delegates and ultemates 
11 to national conventions. 
12 "Municipal election" means an election to be held in and for a 
13 single municipality only. at regular intervals. 
14 "Special election" means an elec~lon which is not provided for 
15 by law to be held at stated intervals. 
16 "Any election" Includes all primary. general. municipal • school 
17 and special elections. as defined herein. 
18 "Municipality" Includes any citl'. town. borough. village. or 
19 township. 
20 "School election" means any alUlUal or special election to be 
21 held in and for a local or regional school district established 
22 pursuant to chapter 8 or chapter 13 of Title 18A of the New 
23 Jersey Statutes. 
24 "Public office" includes any office in the govemment of this 
25 State or any of its political subdivisions filled at elections by the 
26 electors of the State or political subdivision. 
27 "Public question" includes any question. proposition or 
28 referendum required by the legislative or goveming body of this 
29 State or any of its political subdivisions to be submitted by 
30 referendum procedure to the voters of the State or political 
31 subdivision for decision at elections. 
32 "Political party" means a party which. at the election held for 
33 all of the members of the Ceneral Assembly next preceding the 
34 holding of any primary election held pursuant to this Title. polled 
35 for members of the Ceneral Assembly at least 10% of the total 
36 vote cast in this State. 
37 "Party office" means the office (If delegate or altemate to the 
38 national convention of a political Iparty or member of the State. 
39 county or municipal committees of a political party. 
40 "Masculine" includes the feminine. and the masculine pronoun 
41 wherever used in this Ti tie shall be const rued to include the 
42 feminine. 
43 "Presidential year" means the year In which electors of 
44 President and Vice-President of the United States are voted for 
45 at the general election. 
46 "Election district" means the territory within which or for 
47 which there is a polling place or room for all voters In tho 
48 territory to cast their ballots at any election. 
49 "District board" means the district board of registry nnd 
lill election in an election district. 
51 
52 
53 

"Count)' board" means the count)' board or elections in a 
county. 

"Superintendent" means the surmrlntendent or elections In 

f 
I 
I 

54 countiell wherein the same shIll hIve been 8t'POlnted. 
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1 "Commissioner" means the commissioner of registration in 
2 cOWlties. 
3 "File" or "filed" means deposited in the regularly maintained 
4 office of the public official wherever said regularly maintained 
5 office is designated by statute, ordinan(:e or resolution. 
6 (cf: P.L.I065, c.213, 5.1) 
7 214. R.S.19:3-2 is amended to read as follows: 
8 19:3-2. AU elective public offices in this State or any of its 
9 political subdivisions. except such as are provided by law to be 

10 filled at special lorl municipal or schoQ,! elections. shall be filled 
11 at the general elections as hereinafter' provided. All vacancies in 
12 public offices to be filled by election, except such as are provided 
13 by law to be filled at special or municipal elections, shall be 
14 filled at the general elections. All public questions to be voted 
15 upon by the people of the entire State and all other public 
16 questions, except such as are provided by law to be uecided at 
17 any other elections, shall be voted upon and decided at the 
18 general elections.2 ­
19 (cf: P. L.1948, c.438, s.2) 
20 215. R.S.19:6-12 is amended to readl as follows: 
21 19:6-12. The office of a membel' of a district board in an 
22 election district shall be deemed ncant upon such member 
23 becoming a candidate for an office to be voted upon at any 
24 primary, general election, school election. or special election for 
25 which he was appointed to servEl, such candidacy to be 
26 determined by the filing of a petition of nomination, duly 
27 accepted by such member, in the manner provided by law. The 
28 municipal or county clerk with whom such petition and 
29 acceptance may be filed shall forthwith notify the county board 
30 of the county in which such election district is located, giving the 
31 name and residence of the member of the district board who has 
32 thus become a candidate, and the 'Vacancy shall be filled as 
33 provided by law.2 

34 (d: R.S.19:6-12) 
35 1(12.) 2[13.1) 16.2 R.S.19:12-7 is amended to read as follows: 
36 19:12-7. a. The county board in each county shall cause to be 
37 published in a newspaper or newspapers which, singly or in 
38 combination, are of general circulation throughout the county, a 
39 notice containing the information specified in subsection b. 
40 hereof, except for such of the contents as may be omitted 
41 pursuant to subsection c. or d. hereof. Such notice shall be 
42 published once during the 30 days next preceding the day fixed 
43 for the closing of the registration books for the primary election, 
44 once during the calendar week next preceding the week in which 
45 the primary election is held, once during the 30 days next 
46 preceding the day fixed for the closing of the registration books 
47 for the general election, and once during the calendar week next 
48 preceding the week in whioh the general election is held. 
49 b. Suoh notioe shall set forth: 
50 (1) For the primary election: 
51 (a) That a primary election for making nominations for the 
52 general election, for the selection 01 members or the county 
63 committees of each political party, and in each presidential yoar I·54 for the selection of delegates and alternatell to i\aUoM' 
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1 conventions of political parties. will be held on the day and 
2 between the hours and at the places provided for by or pursuant 
3 to this Title. 
4 (b) The place or places at which and hours during which a 
5 person may register; the procedure for the transfer of 
6 registration. and the date on which the books are closed for 
7 registration or transfer of registration. 
8 (c) The several State. county. municipal and party offices or 
9 positions to be filled. or for which nominations are to be made, at 

10 such primary election. 
11 (d) The existence of registration and voting aids. including: (i) 
12 the availability of registration and voting instructions at places 
13 of registration as provided under R.S.19:31-6; and (i1). if 
14 available, the accessibility of voter infonnation to the deaf by 
15 means of a telecommunications device. 
16 (e) The availability of assistance to a person unable to vote 
17 due to blindness, disability or inability to read or write. 
18 (2) For the general election: 
19 (a) That a general election will be held on the day and between 
20 the hours and at the places provided for by or pursuant to this 
21 Title. 
22 (b) The place or places at which and hours during which a 
23 person may register; the procedure for transfer of registration. 
24 and the date on which the books are closed for registration or 
25 transfer of registration. 
26 (c) The several State. county and municipal offices to be filled 
21 and. except as provided in section 19:14-33 of this Title as to 
28 publication of notice of any Statewide proposition directed by the 
29 Legislature to be submitted to the people. the State. county and 
30 municipal public questions to be voted upon at such general 
31 election. 
32 (d) The existence of registration and voting aids. including: (I) 
33 the availability of registration and voting instructions at places 
34 of registration as provided under R.S.19:31-6; and (i1) the 
35 accessibility of voter infonnation to the deaf by means of a 
36 telecommunications device. 
31 (e) The availability of assistance to a person unable to vote 
38 due to blindness. disability or inability to read or write. 
39 (3) For a school election: 
40 (a) The day. time and place thereof, 
41 (b) The offices. if any. to be filled at the election. 
42 (c) The substance of any public question to be submitted to the 
43 voters thereat. 
44 (d) Such other infonnation as may be required by law. 
4S c. If such publication is made in more than one newspaper. it 
46 shall not be necessary to duplicate in the notice published in each 
41 such newspaper all the infonnation required under this section. 80 

48 long as: 
49 (1) Thfl munioipal officers or party positions to be tilled. or 
50 nominations made. or municipal public questions to be voted upon 
51 by the votets of any municipality. shall be let rotth in at lUlt 
52 one newspaper havinlleneral circulation In luch municiPlll",,; 
53 (2) AU otticea to ~ Filled. or nontlnaUutUI made therefor, or 
54 public questlOnA to be voted upon. by the voten of th, enUre 

··1·
.. .. ··;'

."... '".' 
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State or of tho entire county shall be set forth in a newspaper or 
2 newspapers which, singly or in combination, have goneral 
3 circulation throughout the county; 
4 (3) Infonnation relating to nominations and elections in each 
5 Legislative District comprised in whole or part in the county, 
6 shall be published in at least a newspaPflr or newspapers which 
7 singly or in combination, have general circulation in every 
8 municipality of the county which is comprised in such legislative 
!) district. 

10 d. Such part or parts of the original notices as published which 
11 pertain to day of registration or primary election which has 
12 occurred shall be eliminated from such notice in succeeding 
13 insertions. 
14 e. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this section, in 
15 a school election the county board shall give notice of each 
16 election not less than 10 days prior to the date fixed for the 
17 election, by posting at least 7 copies of the notice, one on each 
18 schoolhouse in the district and the others at such public places 
19 therein as the board shall direct and causing a cOPY thereof to be 
20 published at least once, in at least one newspaper published in 
21 each municipality in the district and, if no newspaper is published 
22 in any such municipality or such a newspaper will not be published 
23 in time to publish the notice in accordance with this section, 
24 then, as to the municipality, in at least one newspaper published 
25 in the county or State and circulating in the municipality. 
26 [e.) L. The cost of pUblishing the notices required by this 
27 section shall be paid by the respective counties ,or for school 
28 elections, by the respective school district. 
29 (cf. P.L.1991, c.429, s.9) 
30 1[13.) 2[14.1) 17.2 R.S. 19:14-4 is amended to read as follows: 
31 19:14-4. In the center of the ballot immediately below the 
32 perforated line shall be printed in bold-faced type the words 
33 "Official general election ballot." Below these words and 
34 extending across the ballot shall appear the words: "Name of 
35 (municipality), ward, election district, date of election, John 
36 Doe, county clerk." The blank spaces shall be filled in with the 
37 name of the proper municipality, the ward and district numbers 
38 and the date of the election. For school elections the name of 
39 the school district and of the municipality or municipalities 
40 comprising the district shall also be indicated thereon. The name 
41 of the county clerk shall be a facsimile of his signature. Below 
42 the last stated words extending across the ballot and at the 
43 extreme left shall be printed the words "Instructions to the 
44 voter," and immediately to the right there shall be a bracket 
45 embracins the followins .nstRlctions numbered consecutively: 
46 (1) The only kind of a mark to be made on this ballot in votins 
47 shall be a cro!lS x , plus + or check J. 
48 (2) 'fo mark 8 crou x , plus +, check J or when wrltlns a name 
49 on this ballol use only l[blackJl ink or l[blat:k leadJl pencil. 
50 (3) To Yote for 11\)' candidates whose names are printed In any 
51 column, mark a Cl'Ol8 JC • plus + or check" In the lIquare at the 
52 left of the names 01 such candidates not In 8ltCeU of the number 
53 to be elected 10 tho office, 
54 (4) To yote fot any pel'l1On whGIe name &1 nut printed on this I· 
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1 ballot. write or paste the name of such person Wlder the proper 
2 title of office in the column designated personal choice and mark 
3 a cross x • plus + or check J in the square to the left of the name 
4 so written or pasted. 
5 (5) To vote upon any public question printed on this ballot if in 
6 favor thereof. mark a cross x • plus + or check J in the square at 
7 the left of the word "Yes," and if opposed thereto. mark a cross 
8 x. plus + or check J in the square at the left of the word "No." 
9 (6) Do not mark this ballot in any other manner than above 

?O provided for and make no erasures. Should this ballot be wrongly 
111 marked. defaced. tom or any erasure made thereon or otherwise 
b rendered unfit for use return it and obtain another. In 
1

13 presidential years. the following instructions shall be printed upon 
1

14 the general election ballot: 
1

15 (7) To vote for all the electors of any party, mark a cross x • 
16 plus + or check J in l[blackJl ink or l[black]l pencil in the square 
17 at the left of the sumames of the candidates for president and 
18 vice-president for whom you desire to vote. 
19 Below the above-stated instructions and information and. 
20 except when compliance with section 19:14-15 of this Title as to 
21 State-wide propositions otherwise requires, three inches below 
22 the perforated line and parallel to it. there shall be printed a 
23 six-point diagram rule extending across the ballot to within not 
24 less than a half inch to the right and left edges of the paper. 
25 (cf: P.L.1994. c.77. s.6) 
26 1[14. R.S.19:14-21 is amended to read as follows: 
27 19:14-21. The county clerk shall cause samples of the official 
28 general election ballot to be printed in English. but for each 
29 election district within the COWlty in which the primary language 
30 of 10% or more of the registered voters is Spanish. shall cause 
31 samples of the official general election ballot to be printed 
32 bilingually in English and Spanish. 
33 a. In counties not having a superintendent of elections where 
34 the cOWlty board of elections does not have the equipment or 
35 facilities to address and mail sample ballot envelopes. the county 
36 clerk not later than noon of the eighth day prior to the general 
37 election shall furnish to the mWlicipal clerk of each mWlicipality 
38 in his COWlty one and one-tenth times as many such sample 
39 ballots and stamped envelopes as there are voters registered. to 
40 enable each district board in each municipality to mail one of 
41 such sample ballots to each voter who is registered in the 
42 municipality for such election and shall take a receipt for the 
43 same from each of the mWlicipal clerks. which receipt shall 
44 indicate the number of such sample baUots and stamped 
45 envelopes delivered by the county clerk and the date and hour of 
46 their delivery. 
47 b. In cOWlties having a superintendent of elections. and in 
48 other counties where the county board of elections may have the 
49 equipment or facilities to prepare a properly stamped envelope 
50 addressed to each reslstered voter In the county for malllnl, the 
51 county cl!!rk. Mt later than the thirtieth day preceding the 
&2 gen!!ral election. shall fumlsh to the commtlltoner or t8llltratton 
53 located in his county one and CIne-tenth times II many etamped I54 envelopes as thete ate registered votets 1n the county and not 
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1 later than noon of the twelfth day precedins the seneral election 
2 shall furnish to the commissioner of resist ration located in the 
3 county. one and one-tenth times as many sample ballots as there 
4 are registered voters in the county to enable the commissioner of 
5 registration of the county to mail one of such sample ballots to 
6 each voter registered in the county for such election and shall 
7 take a receipt for the same from the commissioner of 
8 registration. which receipt shall indicate the number of such 
9 sample ballots and stamped envelopes delivered by the county 

10 clerk and the date and hour of their delivery. County boards of 
11 elections which elect to operate under the provisions of this 
12 paragraph shall notify their county clerk in sufficient time to 
13 enable him to make the necessary arrangements the first year. 
14 c. The county clerk in counties having a superintendent of 
15 elections shall also deliver to the county board not later than the 
16 twelfth day preceding the general election 10 such sample ballots 
17 of each election district of each municipality in the county. 
18 d. Notwithstanding the above, sample ballots for a special 
19 school election shall be prepared and mailed only to the 
20 registered voters of a municipality comprising a type II special 
21 needs school district. as defined pursuant to P.L.1990, c.52 
22 (C.18A:7D-l et Seq.), located in a city of the first class having a 
23 papulation in excess of 300,000 according to the 1980 federal 
24 decennial census. The board of education of all other school 
25 districts may, by resolution, direct that sample ballots be 
26 prepared and mailed to the voters of the mlmicipalities 
27 comprising the school district in which the special election is to 
28 be held. The cost of preparing and mailing the sample ballots 
29 shall be paid by the board of education of the school district. 
30 fcf: P.L.1974, c.30, s.2)]1 
31 2[115. Section 4 of P.L.1991, c.429 (C.19:8-3.4) is amended to 
32 read as follows: 
33 4. No later than [May 15th] April 1st of each year, each county 
34 board of elections shall report to the Secretary of State, on the 
35 form provided by the Secretary of State, a list of all polling 
36 places in the county, specifying any found inaccessible. The 
37 county board of elections shall indicate the reasons for 
38 inaccessibility, and the efforts made pursuant to this act to 
39 locate alternative polling places or to make the existing facilities 
40 accessible. Each county board of elections shall notify the 
41 Secretary of State of any changes in polling place locations 
42 before the next seneral election, including any changes required 
43 due to the alteration of district boundaries.1 
44 fcC: P.L.1991, c.429, s.4))2 
45 1[15.J2[t6.1] ~2 R.S.19:15-2 Is amended to read as follows: 
46 19:15-2. The district boards shall open the polla for such 
47 election at seven o' clock in the morning and close them at eight 
48 0 •clock In the evening. and shall keep them open durlns the whole 
49 day of election between these hours 1(,11 i except that fora 
50 school election the poll. shall be 0R!n between the hours of five 
51 and nine P.M. and durin. any additional Ume whic.b,thl t(coW\ty) 
52 school1 bodtdtnaydesianate between the hours ohevenA.M. and 
53 nine P.M. I
54 Ttl., boatd may allow one member thereof at a time to be 
55 absent (rom the pollina &tlate and f'C)Om tOt. period not Ikceedh\. 
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1 one hour between the hours of one 0' clock and five 0' clock in the 
2 aftemoon or for such shorter time as it shall see fit. 
3 At no time from the opening of the polls to the completion of 
4 the canvlUiS shall there be less than a majority of the board 
5 present in the polling room or place , except that during a school 
6 election there shall always be at least l[one member) two 
7 members1 of l[thel each district election1 board present. 
8 (cf: R.S.19:15-2) 
9 1[16.}2[17.1} 19.2 R.S.19:17-3 is amended to read as follows: 

10 19:17-3. After the district board shall have made up and 
11 certified such statements, it shall at the same time and with the 
12 ballot boxes. as hereinafter provided. deliver or safely transmit 
13 one of the statements to the clerk of the municipality wherein 
14 such election is held. who shall forthwith file the same. In 
15 counties having a superintendent of elections one of such 
16 statements shall forthwith be filed with the superintendent of 
17 elections of the county. The superintendent may arrange to 
18 accept such certificates in such municipality within the county at 
19 the office of the clerk of such municipality or some other 
20 convenient place. Any municipal clerk who shall refuse to pennit 
21 such superintendent or his deputies or assistants access to his 
22 office for the purpose of collecting such certificates or any 
23 municipal clerk or other person who shall interfere or obstruct 
24 the superintendent. his deputies or assistants in the collection of 
25 such certificates, or any member of a district board who shall 
26 willfully fail or refuse to deliver such statement to the 
27 superintendent, his deputies or assistants as the case may be. 
28 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. In all counties the board shall. 
29 immediately after election. deliver or safely transmit another of 
30 the statements to the clerk of the county. who shall forthwith 
31 file the same. 
32 For a school election a statement shall also be delivered to the 
33 board of education of the district holding the election and to the 
34 county superintendent of schools in the county in which the 
35 district is situated. 
36 If officers were voted for or public questions were voted upon 
37 at the election by the voters of the entire State or of more than 
38 one county thereof, or of a congressional district. then the board 
39 shall. immediately after the election. inclose, seal up and 
40 transmit the fourth statement to the Secretary of State by mail 
41 in stamped envelopes to be fumished by the Secretary of State. 
42 addressing the same in the following manner: "To the Secretary 
43 of State of New Jersey. Trenton, New Jersey." Upon receiving 
44 such statements the Secretary of State shall forthwith file the 
45 same in his office. 
46 (cf: P.L.19S3, c.19. 5.19) 
47 220. Section 2 of P.L.1994. c.170 (C.19:31-3.3) is amended to 
48 read 85 follows: 
49 2. In those counties in which the comlllisaloner of registration 
50 employs data processins eqUipment capable of crellll.... 01' 

51 receiving. storln,. and prinUn, 8 di.ltaUlld Imalt of the 
52 signature of a person t8listered to vote. the comml..lol\er In1r 
53 oliminate the use of the duplicate ptlrrtlanel\t rt'lltrtUOI\ binders 
54 and mlly authoti!e and direct the use at the pollilft ptace ot such 
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1 a binder, as a signature copy register for the purpoS8$ of this 
2 Title[.) and Title 40 of the Revised Statut.. (and 
3 N.J.S.18A:14-47,] of a polling record which identifies on each 
4 page the election at which the record is used. which indiciltes for 
5 each registrant the name and address of the registrant and 
6 identifies the mWlicipality and the particular election district 
7 therein from which the person is registered. and which includes 
8 adjacent to the registrant' s name and address an imprint of the 
9 digitalized image of the registrant's signature and sufficient 

10 space. immediately to the left or right of that imprint, for the 
11 registrant to sign the record. which imprint and signature shall be 
12 used as the signature comparison record as prescribed by this 
13 Title. The polling record shall also include for each registrant 
14 sufficient space for the notation of remarks as provided by 
15 R.S.19:15-23 and for the recording of any challenge and the 
16 determination thereof by the district board as provided by 
17 R.S.19:15-24. or by other elections officials charged with the 
18 same duties as the district board in connection with the conduct 
19 of an election. In the case of a primary election. the polling 
20 record shall also indicate for each registrant the political party, 
21 if any. of which the registrant is a member for the purpose of 
22 voting at that primary election. 
23 Polling records for each election shall be prepared by the 
24 commissioner of registration not later than the 14th day 
25 preceding the election. At each election. the delivery of the 
26 polling records to the mWlicipal clerk or secretary of the board of 
27 education in a Type [[ school district, as appropriate. and to the 
28 district boards or other elections officials charged with the same 
29 duties as the district board in connection with the conduct of an 
30 election. and the return of those records by the district boards or 
31 such other elections officials to the commissioner of registration. 
32 shall be made in the manner and in accordance with the schedule 
33 prescribed by law for the delivery and return at that election of ) 
34 the signature copy registers. 
35 The commissioner of registration shall retain the polling 
36 records for any election for a period of not less than six years 
37 following that election.2 

38 
39 

(cf: P.L.1994. c.170. 5.2) 
1[17.) 2[18. 1) 21.2 R.S.19:45-6 is amended to read as follows: 

40 19:45-6. The compensation of each member of the district 
41 boards for all services performed by them under the provisions of 
42 this Title shall be as fonows: 
43 In all counties. for all services rendered including the coWlting 
44 of the votes. and in cOWlties wherein voting machines are used. 
45 the tabulation of the votes registered on the voting machines. and 
46 the delivery of the returns. registry binders. ballot bo)Cea and keys 
47 for the voting machines to the proper election officials. $16.00 
48 each time the primary election. the general ~lection or any 
49 special election is held Wlder this Title: provided. however. that: 
so a. (1) The member of the board c:baraed with tb' duty of 
51 obtaining and signing for the lianature copr relllte,. lIbaU 
52 receive an additional S12.&0 per election. such NMUfteretion 
53 beina limitld to only one board member per eleettDft, Dt te,ta to 
54 each or two board membstl if thev abate luch f8IPOl'IltblUt~ totj I
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1 the signature copy registers, and (2) the member of the board 
2 charged with the duty of returning the signature copy registers 
3 shall receive an additional $12.50 per election, such remuneration 
4 being limited to only one board member per election, or $6.25 to 
5 each of two board members if they share such responsibility for 
6 the signature copy registers; 
7 b. In the case of any member of the board who is required 
8 under R.S.19:50-1 to attend in a given year a training program 
9 for district board members, but who fails to attend such a 

10 training program in that year, that compensation shall be $50.00 
11 for each of those elections; and 
12 c. In counties wherein voting machines are used no 
13 compensation shall be paid for any services rendered at any 
14 special election held at the same time as any primary or general 
15 election. Such compensation shall be in lieu of all other fees and 
16 payments. 
17 d. Compensation for district board members serving at a 
18 school election shall be paid by the board of education of the 
19 school district conducting the election at an hourly rate of $5.77, 
20 exclusive of any adjustments to that compensation which may be 
21 made pursuant to subsection a., b. or c. of this section. 
22 Compensation due each member shall be paid within 30 days 
23 but not within 20 days after each election; provided. however, 
24 that no compensation shall be paid to any member of any such 
25 district board who may have been removed from office or 
26 application for the removal of whom is pending under the 
27 proVisions of R.S.19:6-4. 
28 (cf: P.L.1987, c.151, s.2) 
29 222. Section 2 of P.L.1953, c.211 (C.19:57-2) is amended to 
30 read as follows: 
31 2. Whenever used in this act. the following tenns shall, unless 
32 the context indicates otherwise. be construed to have the 
33 following meanings: 
34 "Absentee ballot" means any military service ballot or civilian 
35 absentee ballot as herein defined. 
36 "Absentee voter" means any person qualified to vote a military 
37 service ballot or a civilian absentee ballot under the provisions of 
38 thiS act. 
39 "Armed Forces of the United States" means any branch or 
40 department of the United States Army. Navy. Air Force. Coast 
41 Guard or Marine Corps. 
42 "Civilian absentee ballot" means a ballot for use by a civilian 
43 absentee voter as prescribed by this act. 
44 "Civilian absentee voter" means any qualified and registered 
45 voter of the State who expects to be absent from the State on the 
46 day of any eleclion and any qualified and registered voter who 
47 will be within the State on the day of any election but because of 
48 illness or physical disability. including blindness or prepancy, or 
41) because of the observance of a religious hoUday pursuant to the 
50 tenets of his reliBion, or because ot resident allendlltll1e 8t 8 

i 

J 

51 

52 
5:' 

school, college or unlvenUy. ar because ot the nature Mil houl'5 
of his employment. will be unable to cut hi. ballot at the pallh\R 
,Jlnee in his election district on the day at the elel1t1on. I 
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1 "Election," "general election," "primary election for the 
2 general election," "municipal election." "school election." and 
:1 "special election" shall mean. respectively, such elections as 
4 derined in the Title to which this is a supplement (R.S.19:1-1 et 
5 seq.). 
6 "Family member" means an adult who is a spouse, parent, 
7 child, grandparent. grandchild or sibling of a voter. whether by 
8 adoption or natural relationship. It shall also include any adult 
9 occupant regularly living with a voter in any residential building 

10 or part of a building intended for the use of no more than one 
11 family. 
12 "Incapacitated absentee voter" means a voter who, due to 
13 incapacity, is unable to complete his ballot. 
14 "Military service" means active service by any person, as a 
15 member of any branch or department of the United States Anny, 
16 Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard or Marine Corps, or as a member 
17 of the maritime or merchant marine service, or as a reservist 
18 absent from his place of residence and undergoing training under 
19 Anny, Navy, Air Force. Coast Guard or Marine Corps direction. 
20 at a place other than that of such person' s residence. 
21 "Military service voter" means a qualified elector under the 
22 Constitution and the laws of this State who comes within one of 
23 the following categories: 
24 (a) Persons in the military service and their spouses and 
25 dependents. 
26 (b) Patients in a veterans' hospital located in any place other 
27 than the place of their residences who have been in the military 
28 service in any war in which the United States has been engaged 
29 and have been discharged or released from such service. 
30 (c) Civilians attached to or serving with the Anned Forces of 
31 the United States without this State and their spouses and 
32 dependents when residing with or accompanying them. 
33 "Military service ballot" means a ballot for use by a military 
34 service voter as prescribed by this act. 
35 "Member of the maritime or merchant marine service" means 
36 any person employed as an orricer or crew member of a vessel 
37 documented under the laws of the United States. or a vessel 
38 owned by the United States. or a vessel of foreign-nag registry 
39 under charter to or control of the United States or enrolled with 
40 the United States for employment or training for employment. or 
41 maintained by the United States for emergency relief service as 
42 an officer or crew member of any such vessel or any such person 
43 as otherwise defined in section 107 of Pub.L. 99-410, the 
44 "Unifonned and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act." (42 
45 LJ.S.C.§1973rr-6).2 
46 (d: P.L.1993. c.73, 5.1) 
47 223. Section 7 of P.L.1953, c.211 (C.19:57-7) is amended to 
48 rflad as follows: 
49 7. The county clerk of the county, in the case of any StateWide 
50 (or] election, countywide election, or school election In a rBalonat 
51 or other school disttict comprlsl", more. than oI\8ntWllclual.l!M: 
52 the clerk of the munlclpality, In the cue at any mwlltlpal 
53 election(: the sectetat)' of the board of edutlatlon. In the CIIe or 
54 any school electionJ ot. sc:hool election in a Ie.' dl'ttlet 

I­
55 comprl.i". 8 .Inste tflUftICipattt¥: IU\d thl! tlGlftmllllofteraOI' b'hftr 
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1 goveming or administrative body of the district, in the case of 
2 any election to be held in any fire district, road district, 
3 sewerage district, street lighting district, water supply district or 
4 other special district, other than a municipality, created for 
5 specified public purposes within one or more municipalities, shall 
6 publish or cause to be published the following notices in 
1 substantially the following forms: 
8 NOTICE TO MILITARY SERVICE VOTERS AND 
9 TO THEIR RELATIVES AND FRIENDS 

10 If you are in the military service, or the spouse or dependent of 
11 a person in military service or are a patient in a veterans' 
12 hospital or a civilian attached to or serving with the Armed 
13 Forces of the United States without the State of New Jersey, or 
14 the spouse or dependent of and accompanying or residing with a 
15 civilian attached to or serving with the Armed Forces of the 
16 United States, and desire to vote, or if you are a relative or 
11 friend of any such person who, you believe, will desire to vote in 
18 the (school, municipal, primary, general 
19 or other) election to be held on (date of 
20 election) kindly write to the undersigned at once making 
21 application for a military service ballot to be voted in said 
22 election to be forwarded to you, stating your name, age, serial 
23 number if you are in military service, home address and the 
24 address at which you are stationed or can be found, or if you 
25 desire the military service ballot for a relative or friend then 
26 make application under oath for a military service ballot to be 
21 forwarded to him, stating in your application that he is over the 
28 age of 18 years and stating his name, serial number if he is in 
29 military service, home address and the address at which he is 
30 stationed or can be found. 
31 Military service voters may also apply for a military service 
32 ballot by sending a federal postcard application form to the 
33 undersigned. 
34 On the application for a military service ballot, military • 
35 service voters may request that a military service ballot be sent 
36 for aU subsequent elections held during this calendar year. 
37 (NOTE: MILITARY SERVICE VOTER CLAIMING MILITARY 
38 STATION AS HOME ADDRESS FOR VOTING PURPOSES MAY 
39 NOT USE MILITARY ABSENTEE BALInT UNLESS REGISTERED 
40 TO VOTE IN THE MUNICIPALITY WHERE SUCH STATION IS 
41 LOCATED.) 
42 Forms of application other than federal postcard application 
43 fonns can be obtained from the undersigned. Dated . 
44 
45 (signature and title of county clerk) 
46 
41 (address of county clerk) 
48 NOTICE TO PERSONS DESIRING CIVILIAN ABSENTEE 

j 49 BALIDTS 

j 
50 If you are a qualified and re8istered voter or the State who 
51 expects to be absent outlide the State on (d.t" of 
52 elecUbn) or a qualified and fIaistered votef who wlll be within 
53 the Stata on (date of electiOn) but beelUlI of I:
54 permartent artd total dllabUUy. Of becauae of m". or ttMPOtl~ 
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1 physical disability, or because of the observance of a religious 
2 holiday pursuant to the tenets of your religion, or becaU$e of 
3 resident attendance at a school, college, or university, or because 
4 of the nature and hours of employment, will be unable to cast 
5 your ballot at the polling place in your district on said date, and 
6 you desire to vote in the (school, municipal, 
7 primary, general. or other) election to be held on . 
8 (date of election) kindly complete the application form below and 
9 send to the undersigned. or write or apply in person to the 

10 undersigned at once requesting that a civilian absentee ballot be 
11 forwarded to you. Such request must state your home address, 
12 and the address to which said ballot should be sent. and must be 
13 signed with your signature. and state the reason why you will not 
14 be able to vote at your usual polling place. No civilian absentee 
15 ballot will be furnished or forwarded to any applicant unless 
16 request therefor is received not less than seven days prior to the 
17 election, and contains the foregoing information. 
18 Voters who are permanently and totally disabled shall, after 
19 their initial request and without further action oit their part. be 
20 forwarded an absentee ballot application by the county clerk for 
21 all future elections in which they are eligible to vote. 
22 Application forms may be obtained by applying to the undersigned 
23 either in writing or by telephone, or the application form 
24 provided below may be completed and forwarded to the 
25 undersigned. Dated .. 
26 (signature and title of county clerk) 
27 
28 (address of county clerk) 
29 
30 (Telephone No. of county clerk) 
31 APPLICATION FORM FOR CIVILIAN 
32 ABSENTEE BALLOT 
33 (Form to be prepared by the Secretary of State pursuant 
34 to section 17 of P.L.1977, c.47 (C.19:57-4.1)). 
35 Such notices shall be separately published prior to the 50th day 
36 immediately preceding the holding of any election. 
37 Notices relating to any Statewide or countywide election shall 
38 be published by the county clerk in at least two newspapers 
39 published in the county. All other officials charged with the duty 
40 of publishing such notices shall publish the same in at least one 
41 newspaper published in each municipality or district in which the 
42 election is to be held or if no newspaper be published in said 
43 municipality or district, then in a newspaper published in the 
44 county and circulating in such municipality, municipalities or 
45 district. All such notices shall be display advertisements.2 

46 (cf: P.L.1993. c.73. 5.3) 
47 224. N. J.S. t8A:6-9 is amended to read as follows: 
48 18A:6-9. The commissioner shall have jurisdiction to hear and 
49 determine, without cost to the parties, all contl'OversielS and 
50 disputes arising under the school laws, exceptlnl those lovemlng 
51 higher education. or under the rulu of the Itate ~Ird or of the 
52 commissioner. For the pUl1JOlI8S 01 thll Title. controv,rshtl and 
53 disputes conceming the conduct of school elepHans shall nat be 
54 deemed to arise under the scboollawl.2 
55 (cC: N. J.S. t8A:6-9) 
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1 225. Section 16 of P.L.1987. c.399 (C.18A:7A-49) is amended 
2 to read as follows: 
3 16. a. The State district superintendent shall annually provide 
4 to the commissioner an assessment of the progress of the district 
5 toward meeting the requirements necessary for State 
6 certification. The commissioner shall formally report to the 
7 State board and to the Governor and the Legislature on the 
8 district's progress. 
9 b. Based upon the annual assessment of progress and the 

10 district' s having received State certification. but not sooner than 
11 five years after the establishment of the State-operated school 
12 district, the commissioner may recommend to the State board 
13 that local control be reestablished. 
14 c. Upon a determination by the State board that local control 
15 should be reestablished. the State district superintendent and 
16 those members of the superintendent's staff appointed by 
17 operation of these laws relating to State-operated school 
18 districts shall continue to serve for a one year transition period 
19 upon conclusion of which their term of service shall expire 
20 without prejudice to the right of the district board of education 
21 to reappoint any or all such persons to similar positions within the 
22 district. 
23 d. Not more than one year following the reestablishment of 
24 local control. the board shall [conduct} call a special election for 
25 purposes of placing the question of classification status before 
26 the voters of the district. which election shall be conducted in 
27 accordance with the provisions of Title 19 of the Revised 
28 Statutes concerning school elections. 
29 e. If the voters of the district shall elect to become a type I 
30 district. it shall be govemed by the provisions of chapter 9 of 
31 Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes relating to type I districts 
32 after January 31 next ensuing. unless the district is established in 
33 a city of the first class, in which case it shall be governed after ) 
34 June 30 next ensuing. The members of the district board of 
35 education at the time of said election shall continue in office 
36 until expiration of their respective terms and the qualification in 
37 office of their successors. 
38 f. If the voters of the district shall so select that the district 
39 shall become a type II district. it shall be govemed by the 
40 provisions of chapter 9 of Title 18A relating to type II districts 
41 and the members of. the board of education at the time of said 
42 election shall remain and continue in office until the expiration 
43 of ~heir respective terms and the qualification of their respective 
44 successors. 
45 g. If the commissioner cannot recommend that local control be 
46 reestablished in a district five years after the establishment of a 
47 State-operated school district. then the commissioner shall 
48 provide a comprehensIve report to the State board and to the 
49 Governor and the Legislature. including a detailed analysis of the 
50 causes for the failure of the district to achieve certification and 
51 an assessment of the amount of Ume nec8l88ry for the 
52 
53 

continuation of the State-operated lIClhoot district. On the bas's 
of that report the State btlllrd Ihall determine whether to 

(;: 

54 continue the State-operatltd achool dlltrict or return the diauict 
·1. 

•.··.... ··.··'.:··.· 
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1 to local control pursuant to this sBctlon.2 

2 (cf: P.L.1987, c.399, s.16) 
3 226. N. J.S.18A:8-20 is amended to read as follows: 
4 18A:8-20. The first board of education of the new district and 
5 the first board of education of the remaining district shall each 
6 prepare and submit, to the voters of the district, as required by 
7 law, the first budgets for said district and they shall make proper 
8 provision for [conductingi an election to be conducted, in 
9 accordance with the provisions of P.L. , c. (C. )(now 

10 pending before the Legislature as this bill), for the members of 
11 the board of education of the district to replace the appointed 
12 members of the board, for such tenns that three members of the 
13 board of the district, as thereafter constituted, will be elected 
14 each year. at an annual election to be held In the district at the 
15 same time as that on which the next annual election for the 
16 original district would have been held [and at appropriate places 
17 within the territorial limits of the district to be fixed by said 
18 boardl.2 

19 (cf: N.).S.18A:8-20) 
20 227. N.) .S.18A:8-36 is amended to read as follows: 
21 18A:8-36. At all elections [there shall be at least one polling 
22 place located within the territorial limits of each of the former 
23 constituent school districts and) any appropriation must be 
24 authorized by a majority of the total votes cast thereon in all of 
25 the territory of the consolidated school district.2 

26 (cf: N. I.S.18A:8-36) 
27 228. N.).S.18A:9-10 is amended to read as follows: 
28 18A:9-10. If the membership of the board in any such district 
29 so becoming a type II district is less than nine, it shall be 
30 increased to nine by the election of added members at the next 
31 annual school election. Wlless the adopting election shall have 
32 been held more than 130 days or less than 60 days before the date 
33 fixed for such annual school election, in which case they shall be 
34 elected at a special school election which shall be called [and 
35 held) by the members of the board so holding over, if the adopting 
36 election was held more than 130 days before the annual school 
37 election. then not less than 60 or more than 70 days after the 
38 adopting election. or if the adopting election was held less than 
39 60 days before the annual school election, then not less· than 60 or 
40 more than 70 days after such annual school election. excluding in 
41 each instance from the calculation of the period which will elapse 
42 between such 60 and 70 days any period which would elapse 
43 between the twenty-first day before and the twenty-first day 
44 after any day fixed according to law for the holding of any 
45 primary election for the general election or general election or 
46 municipal election held within the district.2 
47 (cf: P.L.1985, c.92. 8.1) 
48 1118.) 2119. 1) 29.2 N.).S.18A:12-15 is amended to read u 
49 follows: 
50 18A:12-1&. Vacancies in the membership of the board shall be 
51 filled 88 follows: 
62 
53 

8. By the county superintendent, if the vacancw II cluaed b~ 

the absence of c8Jldidate. for electlcm to the achoot board or by ··.·1·.',­" ..... 
54 the removal of a member beciluse of lack or CluatltlclUbM\ ot ta 
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1 not filled within 65 days following its occurrence: 
2 b. By thft county superintendent, to a number sufficient to 
3 make up a quorum of the board if. by reason of vacancies. a 
4 quorom is lacking: 
5 c. By special election. if in the annual school election two or 
6 more candidates qualified by law for membership on the school 
7 board receive an equal number of votes. Such special election 
8 shall be held only upon recount and certification by the 
9 l(commissionerJ county board of elections1 of such election 

10 result, shall be restricted to such candidates, shall be held within 
11 60 days of the annual school election, and shall be conducted in 
12 accordance with procedures for annual and special school 
13 elections set forth in (chapter 14 of Title 18A of the New Jersey 
14 Statutes] Title 19 of the Revised Statutes. The vacancy shall be 
15 filled by the county superintendent if in such special election two 
16 or more candidates qualified by law for membership on the school 
17 board receive an equal number of votes; 
18 d. By special election if there is a failure to elect a member at 
19 the annual school election due to improper election procedures. 
20 Such special election shall be restricted to those persons who 
21 were candidates at such annual school election, shall be held 
22 within 60 days of such annual school election, and shall be 
23 conducted in accordance with the procedures for annual and 
24 special school elections set forth in (chapter 14 of Title 18A of 
25 the New Jersey Statutes] Title 19 of the Revised Statutes; 
26 e. By the commissioner if there is a failure to elect a member 
21 at the annual school election due to improper campaign practices; 
28 or 
29 f. By the board in all other cases. 
30 Each member so appointed shall serve lUltil the organizational 
31 meeting following the next annual election unless he is appointed 
32 to fill a vacancy occurring within the 60 days immediately 
33 preceding such election to fill a term extending beyond such 
34 election, in which case he shall serve until the organizational 
35 meeting following the second annual election next succeeding the 
36 occurrence of the vacancy, and any vacancy for the remainder of 
31 the term shall be filled at the annual election or the second 
38 annual election next succeeding the occurrence of the vacancy as 
39 the case may be. 
40 (cf: P.L.1918. c.136, s.28) 
41 1(19.] 2(20.1] 30.2 Section 1 of P.L.1gB7, c.161 (C.18A:12-19.1) 
42 is amended to read as follows: 
43 1. If the board of education of a school district organized 
44 pursuant to subarticle C of Article 4 of Chapter 12 of Title IRA 
45 of the New Jersey Statutes shall determine by resolution that it 
46 is in the best interest of the public schools of the district that the 
41 tenns of the members of the board shall be decreased from five 
48 yean to three years, the question shall be submitted to the vaters 
49 of the district at the next annualschoal election and the question 
50 shall be .tated In the notice of the election prepated pUl'luant to 
51 (N.J.S.18A:14-19J R,S,19:12-1, 
52 fer: P.L.1981. c.161.1J.1) 
53 231. N.J.S.18A:t3-6iumended to read III follow.: 
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1 18A:13-5. Elections in regional districts shall be conduct.,d as
 
2 in other local districts except that [there shall be at least one
 
3 polling place in each of the constituent districts and) in any such
 
4 elections. unless otherwise provided by this Title, the total vote
 
5 of the entire regional district. without regard to the territorial
 
6 boundaries of the constituent districts, shall be counted in
 
7 determining the result of the election.
 
8 In any case in which a proposal for the creation of a regional
 
9 district or for the enlargement of a regional district is submitted.
 

10 such proposal shall be adopted only if a majority of the votes cast 
11 thereon 
12 a. In each of the local districts, other than a consolidated 
13 district, proposing to form the regional district, 
14 b. In the consolidated district proposing to form the regional 
15 district without regard to the territorial boundaries of the 
16 constituent districts, or 
17 c. In the regional district to be enlarged, and in each district 
18 proposed to enlarge it, 
19 shall be cast in favor of the adoption of such proposal. 2 
20 (cf: P.L.1OO8, c.240, s.l) 
21 232. N.I.S.18A:13-10 is amended to read as follows: 
22 18A:13-10. The board of education of each regional district 
23 shall provide for the holding, in accordance with the provisions of 
24 P.L. ,c. (C. )(now pending before the Legislature as 
25 this bill), of an annual school election for the regional district on 
26 the third Tuesday in April. 
27 At such election there shall be elected for terms of three 
28 years. beginning on any day of the first or second week following 
29 such election, the members of the regional boards of education to 
30 succeed those members of the board whose terms shall expire in 
31 that year, except as is in this chapter provided for the election of 
32 the first elected members of the board.2 

33 (cf: P.L.1992. c.159, s.10) 
34 233. N.J.S.18A:13-34 is amended to read as follows: 
35 18A:13-34. If the boards of education of two or more local 
36 districts. or the board of education of a consolidated district. or 
37 of a district comprising two or more municipalities. and the 
38 commissioner or his representative. after consultation. study and 
39 investigation. shall determine, that it is advisable for such 
40 districts to join and create. or for such district to become 
41 (a) an all purpose regional school district for all the school 
42 purposes of such districts or district, or 
43 (b) a limited purpose regional school district to provide and 
44 operate, in the territory comprised within such local districts or 
45 district. one or more of the followins: elementary schools. ;unior 
46 high schools. high schools. vocational schools. special schools. 
47 health facilities or particular educational services or facilities. 
48 that board or boards shall by resolution frame and adopt a 
49 proposal to that effect stating also the manner In which the 
50 amounts to be railied for annual or special apptoptlatiOl\ll tot such 
51 proposed regional school district, iIleludJftI the alMW'lta to be 
52 raised for interelt upon. and the redeMption or bonda ,a»abtll by 

···1.·.·.. ·.1>····'·······:>_i;,Y~53 the regional district, shall be appctrUoned tq)Dft thtlWil Oft 
54 •• the potUon of each munieipaUt»·. lIluallled· ntuatton 
55 allOCated tel the tellonal dlltrJct• .,a}cU1ated u d.H. 11\ tho 

...·· 
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•
 

A 1705 {3RJ 
22 

1 definition of equalized valuation in section 3 of P.L.1990, c.52 
2 (C.18A:1D-3)i 
3 b. the proportional number of pupils enrolled from each 
4 municipality on the 15th day of October of the prebudget year in 
5 the same manner as would apply if each municipality comprised 
6 separate constituent school districtsi or 
7 c. any combination of apportionment based upon equalized 
8 valuations pursuant to subsection a. of this section or pupil 
9 enrollments pursuant to subsection b. of this section, and each 

10 such board shall call fod, and conduct, upon the same day,] a 
11 special school election to be held upon the same day in each 
12 municipality in its district and shall submit thereat the question 
13 whether or not the proposal shan be approved, briefly describing 
14 the contents of the resolution and stating the date of its adoption 
15 and they may submit also, at the special election. as part of such 
16 proposal, any other provisions which may be submitted, at such a 
17 special election, under the provisions of this chapter but no such 
18 special election shall be held on any day before April 15 or after 
19 December 1 of any calendar year. Except as otheIWise provided 
20 herein, the special election shall be conducted in accordance with 
21 the provisions of P.L. • c. (C. ) (now pending before 
22 the Legislature as this bill).2 
23 (d: P.L.1993. c.67, s.2) 
24 234. N.J.S.18A:17-7 is amended to read as follows: 
25 18A:17-1. The secretary shall give notice of all regular or 
26 special meetings of the board to the members thereof and [post 
27 and give notice of annual and special elections of the legal voters 
28 of the district required by law to be held and of the object or 
29 objects for which the election is called,] record the minutes of all 
30 proceedings of the board and the results of any annual or special 
31 school election in suitable minute books.2 

32 (d: N.J.S.18A:17-7) 
33 335. Section 21 of P.L.1990. c.52 (C.18A:1D-26) is amended to 
34 read as follows: 
35 21. Annually, within [seven] two days following the transmittal 
36 of the budget message to the Legislature" by the Governor 
37 pursuant to section 11 of P.L.1944. c.112 (C.52:27B-20), the 
38 commissioner shall notify each district of the maximum amount 
39 of aid payable to the district under the provisions of P.L.1990, 
40 c.52 (C.18A:7D-l et al.) in the succeeding year and shall notify 
41 each district that is subject to the provisions of section 85 of 
42 P.L.1990. c.52 (C.18A:1D-28) of the district's maximum 
43 pennissible local levy budget for the succeeding year. The actual 
44 aid payment to each district shall be detennined after the 
45 district's budget is adopted.3 

46 (d: P.L.1992, c.159, s.2) 
47 336. Section 22 of P.L.1990. c.52 (C.18A:1D-21) is amended to 
48 read as follows: 
49 22. AMually. on or before March (a) .t, local boatda of 
50 education shall submit to the commll8lonet 8 COp~ of thett 
51 proposed budgets for the next school yilt. Thi comml.tbnel' 
52 shall review each Item of approptlAUOft wlthift tM cutten. 
53 expense and capllal outlay lecllOnl of the f1enetal fund budttt 
54 and shall detetmine thd adequa«:y of the budlt. With ...aM \0 
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1 the annual reports submitted pursuant to section n of P.L.IQ76. 
2 c.212 (C. 18A:7A-tt) and such other criteria as may be 
3 established by the State board.3 
4 (cf: P.L.1993, c.83, s.2) 
5 337. N.J.S.18A:22-7 is amended to read as follows: 
6 18A:22-7. The board of education of every school district 
1 having a board of school estimate shall prepare and deliver to 
8 each member of the board of school estimate, on or before [the 
9 fourth Tuesday in) March 22 in each year. and the board of 

10 education of every other school district shall prepare a budget for 
11 the school district for the ensuing year, on or before (the fourth 
12 Tuesday in) March 22.3 

13 (cf: P.L.1992, c.159, 5.12) 
14 338. Section 11 of P.L.1981, c.399 (C.18A:1A-50) is amended 
15 to read as follows: 
16 11. The State district superintendent of a State-operated 
17 school district shall develop a budget on or before [the fourth 
18 Tuesday in) March 22 and shall present this budget to the board of 
19 education to elicit the board's comments and recommendations. 
20 This budget shall confonn in all respects with the requirements of 
21 chapter 22 of Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes and shall be 
22 subject to the limitations on spending by local school districts 
23 otherwise required by P.L.1990. c.52 (C.18A:1D-l et a1.).3 
24 (cf: P.L.1992. c.159, s.6) 
25 339. N.J.S.18A:22-10 is amended to read as follows: 
26 18A:22-10. Upon the preparation of its budget. each board of 
21 education shall fix a date. place and time for the holding of a 
28 public hearing upon said budget and the amounts of money 
29 necessary to be appropriated for the use of the public schools for 
30 the ensuing school year and the various items and purposes for 
31 which the same are to be appropriated. In districts having a 
32 board of school estimate, the hearing shall be held before the 
33 board of school estimate between [the fourth Tuesday in) March 
34 22 and [April 8] March 29 and in districts haVing no board of 
35 school estimate the hearing shall be held before the board of 
36 education between (the fourth Tuesday in] March 22 and [April 8) 
31 March 29.3 

38 (cf: P.L.1992. c.159. s.13) 
39 340. Section 18 of P.L.1981. c.399 (C.18A:1A-51) is amended 
40 to read as follows: 
41 18. Upon the preparation of its budget. the State district 
42 superintendent shall fix a date. place and time for the holding of 
43 . a public hearing upon the budget and the amoWlts of money 
44 necessary to be appropriated for the use of the public schools for 
45 
46 
41 

the ensuing school year, and the various items and purposes for 
which the same are to be appropriated, which hearing shall be 
held between [the fourth Tuesday in) March 22 and (April 81 

i 

I 
48 March 29. Notice of the hearinl, contents of the noUce and the 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 

fonnat and purpose of the heafina shall be 81 provided in 
N.J.S.t8A:22-11. N.J.S.18A:22-12 and N.J.S.18A:22-13.3 

(cf: P.L.199Z, c.159; 5.7) 
341. N.J.S.18A:22-11 is amended to read III follows: 
18A:22-t1. The board of educatloft Ihlll CIUII notice of such 

public he.tiftg and the statement IMI.ed to the budaettb be 

I 
,I" ,.~ 

••••••••• 
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1 published at least once in at least one newspaper published in the 
2 district and if no newspaper be published therein. then in at least 
3 one newlipaper circulating in said district not less than [seven) 
4 four days prior to the date fixed for such public hearing.3 

5 (cf: N.J.S.18A:22-11) 
6 342. N. J.S.18A:22-32 is amended to read as follows: 
7 18A:22-32. At or after the public hearing on the budget but 
8 not later than [l2J 18 days prior to the election. the board of 
9 education of each type II district having no board of school 

10 estimate shall fix and determine by a recorded roll call majority 
11 vote of its full membership the amount of money to be voted 
12 upon by the legal voters of the district at the annual election. 
13 which sum or sums shall be designated in the notice calling such 
14 eleption as required by law. 3 

15 (cf: P. L.1978. c.136. s.l1) 
16 343. Section 3 of P.L.1995. c.236 (C.18A:7E-8) is amended to 
17 read as follows: 
18 3. a. Any school district whose budgeted per pupil 
19 administrative spending for the preceding school year exceeds the 
20 median budgeted per pupil administrative spending for the 
21 preceding school year for districts of the same operating type by 
22 the percentage indicated in subsection c. of this section shaH 
23 have its school aid reduced by the dollar amount of the excess. 
24 The penalty shall not exceed 10% of the district' s budgeted 
25 administrative spending. All school districts shall be notified of 
26 their per pupil administrative costs and the applicable median per 
27 pupil cost by October 1 of the year preceding the affected year. 
28 and any adjustments caused by subsequent restorations of 
29 municipal reductions or proposals to exceed the pennissible 
30 maximum net budget shall be made no later than November 1 of 
31 that year. 
32 b. Administrative spending shall include expenditures for 
33 improvement of instruction services and other support services ­
34 instructional staff: support services-general administration; 
35 support services-school administration; business and other 
36 support services. including salaries. purchased professional 
37 services, purchased technical services. other purchased services. 
38 supplies and materials. interest on current loans. and 
39 miscellaneous expenditures: and the prorata share of fringe 
40 benefits for salaries included in the preceding categories for the 
41 employer's share of Social Security. pension payments other than 
42 for the Teachers' Pension and Annuity Fund. unemployment 
43 compensation. and other generally recognized employee benefits. 
44 Administrative spending shall not include expenditures for 
45 in-service teacher training and professional development or for 
46 the preparation. printil1l and maiUns of sample ballots. The 
47 amount of any judgements against the school district shall be 
48 deducted from the total amoWlt of expenditures. All 
49 expendi tures shan be based oriainally upon the dillt riel' 5 

50 budgeted data of the precedlng year and adjusted in the 
51 subsequent year based upon audited data; however. the median 
52 budgeted per pupil edministtatlve lpend1ns calculated for 
53 districts of the same operauftS trpe pUl'luant tb subll\Ctlan a. bf 
54 this secU()n shall Mt be tIlcalculated. 
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1 c. The percentage shall equal 129% in the first fear of 
2 implementation. 128% in the second year. U7% in the third year, 
:1 126% in the fourth year and 125% in the fifth year and each 
4 succeeding year. 
5 d. A school district may appeal a penalty imposed pursuant to 
6 this section to the Commissioner of Education. The appeal shall 
1 be based on the foliowing factors: 
8 (1) an error made by the Department of Education in 
9 calculating the administrative spending of the school district; 

10 (2) an error made by the school district in reporting data to 
11 the department; 
12 (3) costs associated with services provided by a school district 
13 to other districts In joint educational or service arrangements 
14 other than a sending-receiving relationship; and 
15 (4) any other factor deemed appropriate by the commlssioner.3 

16 (d: P.L.1995. c.236. s.3) 
11 1[20.1 2[21. 1] 3[35.2] 44.3 N.J.S.18A:24-29 is amended to read 
18 as follows: 
19 18A:24-29. A proposal for the confirmation of any ordinance. 
20 required by this article to be approved by the qualified voters of 
21 the municipality comprised within a district, shall be submitted 
22 to such voters at a general. special or municipal election to be 
23 held therein. whenever the governing body of the municipality 
24 shall have. by resolution or ordinance, directed that the same be 
25 so submitted and, in the case of a special election. specified the 
26 day, which shall be not less than 41 days after the passage of such 
27 ordinance, and the time thereof. the place or places thereof and 
28 the polling districts therefor by reference to the general election 
29 districts established and used in the municipality, and the hours 
30 (which need Include only four consecutive hours) during which the 
31 polls a t such election shall be open. It shall be the duty of the 
32 clerk of the municipality to give notice of any such election. 
33 setting forth the proposition to be submitted and the day and 
34 time and place or places thereof and the polling districts therefor 
35 and the hours during which the polls at such election will be 
36 open. At least seven days before the date thereof. the clerk shall 
37 post not less than seven copies of such notice. one on each 
38 schoolhouse within the municipality and the others at such other 
39 public places in the municipality as he may select, and shall 
40 publish said notice in a newspaper published in the municipality if 
41 there be one or. if there be no such newspaper, in a newspaper 
42 published in the county and circulating in the municipality. No 
43 other or different notice of said election shall be required to be 
44 posted, published. delivered or otherwise given in any manner, 
45 eKcept those required to be given by (section 18A:14-2S) 
46 R.S.19: 12-7 . Such election shall be held and the result of the 
47 balloting on such question ascertained and determined in 
48 accordance with the provisions of Title 19, Elections. of the 
49 Revised Statutes. which are not Inconsistent with this soctlon llnd 
50 are applicable to the holding in such municipality of 8 8en~rel. 

51 special or municipal election. as the case may be. but My nolte!! 
52 or demand thoroin reqUired to be ,Iven to or made uPbn Any 
53 person or body Cor the perfomtance ot an otriclal duty wah 
54 regard to such election shalll be sufftcll!nt. If Alven Or made at I 
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t least 10 days before the date of such election, except as 
2 otherwi$8 required by this section. 
3 (cf: N.].S.lBA:24-29) 
4 1(21.] 2[22.1) 3(~2] ~3 Section 1 of P.L.t983, c.6S 
5 (C.40A:4-46.3a1) is amended to read as follows: 
6 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of Title 19 of the Revised 
7 Statutes to the contrary. referenda conducted by any 
8 municipality pursuant to subsection i. of section 3 of P.L.1976, 
9 c.68 (C.40A:4-45.3). for the purpose of increasing the mWlicipal 

10 budget by more than 5% over the previous year's final 
11 appropriations. may be conducted with respect to the provision of 
12 polling places and the compensation of election workers in the 
13 same mamer as is provided for school elections under (Title 18A 
14 of the New Jersey Statutes] Title 19 of the Revised Statutes . 
15 (cf: P.L.1983, c.69, 5.1) 
16 1[22.) 2[23.1) 3(37.2) 46.3 The following sections are hereby 
17 repealed: '.,. 
18 N.].S.18A:14-1 through 18A:14-104 inclusive; 
19 P.L.1983, c.63. 5.3 (C.1BA:14-2.1); 
20 P.L.1973, c.n (C.IBA:14-4a); 
21 Ip.L,1991. c.429. 55.13-17 (C.18A:14-5.1 to 18A:14-5.5);1 
22 P.L.I981. c.99, s.1 (C.18A:14-6.1); 
23 P,L.1987, c.328, 5.6 (C.18A:14-10.1); 
24 P.L.1979, c.49 (C.18A:14-26.1); 
25 P,L.1973, c.18. 5.1-14 (C.18A:14-63.1 to 18A:14-63.14); 
26 R.S.19:12-4. 
27 1(23,] 2[24,1] 3[38.2) !Z.:.3 This act shan take effect 3(180) 903 

28 days following the date of enactment. 
29 
30 
31 '. 
32 
33 Places school elections under district boards of election. ) 
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1 STATEMENT 
2 

3 This bill places school elections under the jurisdiction of the 
4 district boards of election 'and repeals the school election laws in 
6 Title 18A. 
6 
1 
8 
9 

10 Places school elections under district boards of election. 
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ASSEMBLY STATE GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

AmmLYJ No. 1705
 
with committee amendments
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED: NOVEMBER 21,1994 

The Assembly State Government Committee reports favorably 
and with committee amendments Assembly, No. 1705. 

This bill provides for the transfer of jurisdiction over the 
conduct of school board elections from the local boards of 
education to the officials responsible for the conduct of other 
elections, i.e., the county boards and district boards of elections. 
The bill effectuates the transfer by repealing provisions of the 
Education code (Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes) governing 
the conduct of school board elections and broadening the 
application of the relevant provisions of the Election code (Title 19 
of the Revised Statutes) to cover such elections. Statutory 
proVisions which relate uniquely to school board elections are 
reconstituted in Title 19 as a separate chapter of that title. 

Under the bill, as Wider present law (N.J .S.A.18A:66-2 and 
66-2.1), school elections would be held on the third Tuesday in 
April, with the Commissioner of Education retaining responsibility 
for adjustment of the election calendar to avoid conflict with a 
period of religious observance. Also as under present law 
(N.J.S.A.18A:14-45), the polling place at a school election would be 
required to be open between 5:00 and 9:00 p.m. on the day of the 
election and during any earlier hours on that day, beginning at 7:00 
a.m., as may be designated by the school board. 

The existing prohibition (N.J.S.A.18A:14-1) against any grouping 
of. or use of party designation by, candidates in a school election is 
continued. Elected boards of education would retain the authority 
(now accorded Wider N.J.S.A.18A:14-3 and 14-3.1) to call a special 
election in the interests of the schools or upon the petition of 50 
legal voters. 

Poll workers at school elections, now appointed by the local 
boards of education (N.J.S.A.18A:14-6), would be designated by the 
county board of elections from amons memben of the district 
boards of election. Generally, only two poll worken would be 
required to staff the pollina place. as compared with the four now 
required Wider N.J.S.A.t8A:t4-8i in an election district of more 
than 900 resident voters that uses an electronic voUn, system. four 
poll workers would be required. 

The bill requi"'s the secretary of the board 01 education to 
certify to the count)' clerk a Itltement dlllll'atln, IftVpubUc 
question to be voted upon in lachaol.l.ctlon. 

The content of I petition nominaUn, a candidate in a IChool 
eJection and of the cAftdidal.' I cerUlloat. 01 aceeptwi. the 
minimum number of PIlftOfti (10) whol. Illftltu'l tl l'IfIllttttl Oft a 
nominatin. i'ttltIOft. Iftd the deadUfte 10f Ij'lnl thl peutlol\ tftCl I­
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certificate would continue as under present law (N.j.S.A.18A:14-9 
and 14-10). The petition and certificate would no longer be rued 
with the secretary of the board of education, but with the county 
clerk. 

The procedure prescribed for conducting the drawins for ballot 
position in school elections would be substantially the same as under 
present law (N.J.S.A.18A:14-13). except that responsibility for the 
drawing is shifted from the board secretary to the county clerk. 

Use at school elections of poll lists. rather than the signature 
comparison record used at other elections (N.J.S.A.19:31A-8). to 
record voting is made mandatory; under current law 
(N. J.S.A.18A:14-48). the use of poll lists is optional. 

The bill makes specific proVision that the costs of school 
elections. including the cost of compensating poll workers and the 
expenses of the county board and county clerk. are to be borne by 
the board of education of the school district in which the election is 
held. 

Provisions for the content and publication of notices of school 
elections are incorporated into the relevant statute in Title 19 in 
substantially the same fonn as under current law 
(N.J.S.A.18A:14-19). except that responsibility for issuance of the 
notice is shifted from the school board secretary to the county 
board of elections. 

The distribution of sample ballots in school elections. presently 
required only in special needs school districts located in a city of 
the first class having a 1980 census population of more than 300.000 
(N.J.S.A.18A:14-29). would be required in all school districts. 

The hourly rate of compensation payable to poll workers in 
school elections (now established by N.J.S.A.18A:14-8) would 
remain the same. 

Finally, the bill amends references in the law to school elections 
to bring those references into confonnity with the new statutory 
scheme. 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS 

The (;ommittee adopted amendments to the bill to (1) confontl 
its provisions to those of substantially similar lesislation, 5-1390 
(Ciesla). now pending in the Senate; (2) broaden application of a 
requirement that sample ballots be distributed for school elections: 
and (J) effect technical changes. 

(1) The confonning amendments: (a) delete a requirement that 
district board workers in school elections be desipated on a 
bipartisan basis; (b) adjust the deadline for certification to the 
county clerk of any public question to be submitted It I achool 
election from the 60th to the 46th day precedl.Jl, the election: (c) 
adjust the deadline for flUna a petition nomlnlUn, I clftltidlte in I 
school election from the 64th to the 60th dl)' prec,IllIl' the 
election: (d) eUminate a provision atvln, the count)' cltttl *acttUDn 
to choose the ume and date lor the drawtn, ot haM.. ot tQhaol 
election candidates for baUot pollUon ud aptcttr ma'l.d 'hat the

(,J ~ 

drawin, &hall be held lev.n wotkin, dlrl foUDwUlt 'hi tlUftlI ti) 
requJte. tath.r than allow. diatflct bDtrda' .... 6t pO» Ulta hI' 
recordation 01 votes In schaal .1.CtlOftil ttl ttllllttt ftollltht 
coUl\t, bojtd to the leMol board the authorlt" to IlttH thl MUft 
for ,"otin. in aehool eleetlol'lA and r'~uJtt thllt t \~~H4flt IIl.N 

.J
1 

• 
I 
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members tball be p....ent at aU tim.. at ~ elee:tionai and (I) 
cle.rifJ that the cOlllty board of elee:tiona 11 the ittDC)' ntIPOIIIibie 
for MY recount and certificaticm of a tie vote ill a IChoo! election. 

(2) The lUIlendment coneeminl IIIIIlple bellot. extends the 
requirement that IImpl. ballots are to be distributed in ICbooI 
elections to all Type U districts and provid.. that IUcb distribution 
is to effected in a manner &1milar to that appUcable to the 
distribution of aample ballot. for the 18neral election. 

(3) The technical amendments (a) clarify references in section 
10 of the bill to the count)' board of elections and count)' clerki (b) 
update the lansuage of R.S.19:14-4, which the bill amends, to 
renect changes in that section resultin, from the enactment of 
P.L.1994. c."; (c) advance the deadline for the annual report by the 
count)' board of elections to the secretary of State of polling places 
found inaccessible to voters to renect that the annual school 
election, rather than the primary election. is to become the first 
generally beld election of the calendar year under Title 19; and (d) 
include the relevant sections of P.L.1991. c.429 among the laws 
repealed by the legislation. 

" 
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AmfBLY, 10. 1705 
(Sponsored by Asseinblyman WOLFE) 

REpLACE SECTION 3 m REAp' 
3. (New section) Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S.19:6-1, 

for school elections the count)' board of the count)' in which the 
election district is located shll1l designate two memhe1'8 of the 
district board of election 1[, not more than one of whom shall be 
of the same political party,]1 to perfonn all the duties of the 
district board for that election, except that where electronic 
voting systems are in use in 8Il)' election district in which there 
are more than 900 registered voters, the count)' board &hall 
designate four membe1'8 of the district board 1[, not more than 
two of whom &hall be of the same political party,]1 to perfonn all 
the duties of the district board for that election. 

REPLACE SECTlQN 4 ro REAPi 
4. (New section) The secretary of each board of education, 

not later than the l[fiftieth] 45th1 day Pl'P.CedinS the annual 
school election or a special school election, shall make and 
certify and forward to the clerk of the county in which the school 
district is located a statement designatins any public question to 
be voted upon by the voters of the district which may be required 

Ipursuant to the provisions of P.L. c. (C. )(now pending 
before the LeBislature as this bill) or Title 18A of the New Jersey 
Statutes. 

REPLACE SECTION Z TO REAP' 
z. (New section) Notwithstandins the proVISIOns of R.S. 

19:13-5. each candidate to be voted upon at a school election 
shall be nominated directly by petition, signed by at least 10 
persons, none of whom shall be the candidate himself, and filed 
with the clerk of the county in which the district is situated on or 
before four p.m. of the 1[54th] 50th1 day preceding the date of 
the 1school1 election. The signatures need not aU appear upon a 
single petition and any number of petitions may be rued on behalf 
of any candidate but no petition shall contain the endorsement of 
more than one candidate. 

REPLACE SECTIoN. m RIAp; 
8. (New section) Notwlthatandlna the provilions of 

R.S.19:14-12, the position which the name. of cul!lUI.tM .an 
have upon the annual echool eleotion baUot in tach IehOot."tNc, 
shill be det,nnined bV the countv clerk of th' COW\,~ ... wblflh 

(	 the IChool dlltrtct is sUlAated bV cOl\dlActlnl a '''WI'''i'' ,", 
roUowlna mlMer: 

-
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L line COUftt)t clerk thall atabUlb tile time ud ct.'e of tile 
dnwiq of· the DIm-.Jl The drawlq IbaIl be done br tM count, 
clerk. 01' the cl,rk', deput, 1•• "Pdde' dtxt. foJlmdnl. the 
fiYyl. The p81'101l maJdDI tile dnwlq Ihall make public 
lIIIIOuncement at the clrawiDI of each lIIme. the order in which 
the name is drawn and the tenn of office for wblch the drawia& is 
made. 

b. A separate drawiq &ball be made for each full tenn ad for 
each unexpired term. respectively. 11uI nuna of the lIVenl 
candidates for whom petitions bave been fUed for each of the 
terms shall be written upon peper slips which shall be placed in 
capsules of the AIDe me, shape, color and substance and then 
placed in a covered box with an aperture in the top larle enouah 
to admit a person' s hand and to allow the capsules to be drawn 
therefrom. The box shall be tumed and &baken thoroughly to mix 
the capsules and the capsules shall be withdrawn one at a time. 

c. Where there is more than one penon to be elected for a 
given term of office, the position of the names on the ballots for 
each tenn of office shall be determined as above described. The 
name of the candidate for each term of office first drawn from 
the box shall be printed directly below the proper tenn for which 
the person was nominated and the name of the candidate next 
drawn shall be printed next in order, and so on, until the last 
Dame shall be drawn from the box. 

INSERT NEW SECTIQN 9 ro REAp; 

19. (New section) The county clerk shall cause samples of the 
official school election ballot to be Fted in the same manner as 
prescribed for the printing of sample ballots for the general 
election by R.S.19:1i-21. In counties not having a superintendent 
of elections where the county board of elections does not have 
the equipment or facilities to addre$s and mail sample ballot 
envelopes, the dellvea of such sample ballots for mailinB. 
issuance of 8 receipt for such delivery, and the mUS of sample 
ballots shall be effected in the .ame manner as prescribed for the 
sample ballot for the general election under subsection 8. of 
8.S.19:14-21; and in counties having 8 superintendent of elections 
and in other counties where the county board of elections may 
have such equipment or facilities. the delivery of. ballots for 
mailing. issuance of 8 receipt for such delivelXt and the mal1irul 
of sample ballots shaD be effected in the me mwer 8& 

prescribed for the sample ballot for the,.eral elICtlgtl under 
subsection b. of R.S.19:14-21j except that in !I!)r cue. the 
delivery Qf such sample ballot. shall be m.d. to. the'.'nc' 
of SUCh receipt and maiUns of the ballotl Ihal1 belDlde bY the 
secretary of the bo'rd of education in the tcbool 4jftdot &0 which 
the election" to be held.1 

REpbACgSlsmN 9:ro BIAQ; 
2[9.1 lQ,,2 (New lection) 1he dlItrlct bo.rd of election l(rn.v) 

shaU2, tor an.. 1Choo1 tlectlon, utll1•• I poll 11It ....t... ot the 
sianature copy telilt.r l[wbtchJ ' "" MIl AII,l .Illbt Irrupd 
in a colUI'M Of columna appropriate., headed 10 U to lftdlelta the I 
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election. the date thereof, lad the lICbool cUltrict .. qtlea
 
. district tn wblch the AllIe II UIIId. In auch • manne, thet UGh
 

voter votinl In the PD1llnI sUce at the election IIlQ ..... tile
 
voter'. DIllIe and .tate the voter'. addreu the
the_ II1d 
number of the voter's official ballot may be Indicated oppoalte 
the sipatUl'8. The district board Ihall compan the .....ture In 
the poll lilts with that In the .....tU1'8 copy rqiatel'l before 
acceptlnl the ballot. 

REPLACE SECTION t9 m REAp' 
1[10.] !hI (New section) All costs, charses and expenses, 

including the compensation of the members of the district boards 
and the compensation and expenses of the county board 10 f 
electionsl aDd the clerk l[thereofl of the county l for any school 
election shall be paid by the board of education of the school 
district. 

RpnDdBERS~ttANQ12ASSECTIQNS12ANPt3 

RerItACE SECIlQN 13 m REAPi 
1[13.] 14.1 R.S. 19:14-4 is amended to read as follows: 
19:14-4. In the center of the ballot immediately below the 

perforated line shall be printed jn bold-faced tJpe the words 
"Official general election ballot." Below these words and 
extending across the ballot shall appear the words: "Name of 
(municipality), ward, election district, date of election, 101m 
Doe, county clerk." The bl8nlc spaces shall be filled in with the 
name of the proper municipality, the ward aad district nwnbers 
and the date of the election. For school elections the name of 
the school district and of the municipality or municipalities 
comprising the district shall also be indicated thereon. The name 
of the county clerk shall be a facsimile of his sisnature. Below 
the last stated words extending across the ballot and at the 
extreme left shall be printed the words "lnstroctions to the 
voter, If and immediately to the right there shall be a bracket 
embracing the following instrocUons numbered consecutively: 

(1) The only kind of a mark to be made on this ballot in voting 
shall be a cross x , plus + or check./. 

(2) To mark a cross x • plus +. check ./ or when writing a name 
on this ballot use only l[black]l ink or l[blaok leaelll pencil. 

(3) To vote for any candidates whose names are printed In any 
column. mark a cross x , plus + or check ./ In the square at the 
left of the names of such candidates not in excess of the nwnber 
to be elected to the office. 

(4) To vote for any pel'lOn whose name is not printed on this 
ballot. write or paste the name of IUch person under the proper 
title of office In the column cleIipated PlflDftaleJloice Iftd muk 
a CfOll x , plUi + or check" In the Illuare to the left or the Il"'" 
so written or puted. 

(s) To vote upon 1ft)' pubUc qUIIUon printed onthlt ballot if lb 
f."or thereof, m.rk a Cftlll x, pb•• or chllCk "lb th,"ua,. It 
the lett ot the word "Vel,· and tt oppollll thll.tO, "'atlt a 0... It 

, plus + or check" In the lCluate It the le't of the WON •No.• 
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(8) Do not mlrk th1a ballot in an, other mllMer than above 
proYided for and make no eruu,.. Should tbll bIlJot be wroD81, 
marked. delaced, tom or an, eruure mlde thereon or otherwiP 

.rendered	 unfit for use ntum it and obtain another. In 
presidential ,8111, the followin, instnactionashall be printed upon 
the ,eneral election ballot: 

(1) To vote for all the electors or 811)' part" mark a croas x , 
plUl + or check " in 1[black]1 ink or 1[black]1 pencil in the squire 
at the left of the sumarnes of the candidates for president and 
vice-president for whom )'Ou deaire to vote. 

Below the above-stated inatnactiona and infonnation and, 
except when compUance with section 19:14-15 of this Title as to 
State-wide propositions otherwise requires, three inches below 
the perforated line and parallel to it. there shall be printed a 
six-point diagram rule extending across the ballot to within not 
less than a half inch to the right and left edges of the paper. 
1[(cf:P.L.1941, c. 104,5.1)] fef: P.L.1994. c.11. s.6)1 

INSERT NEW SECTlQN 15 TO BEAp; 
115. Section 4 of P.l..1991. c.429 (C.19:8-3.4) is amended to 

read as follows: 
4. No later than [Ma, 15th] April 1st of each year, each count, 

board of elections shall report to the Secretary of State, on the 
fonn provided b, the Secretary of State, a list of all polling 
places in the county, specifying any found inaccessible. The 
county board of elections shall indicate the reasons for 
inaccessibility, and the efforts made pursuant to this act to 
locate alternative polling places or to make the existing facilities 
accessible. Each county board of elections shall notify the 
Secretary of State of any changes in polling place locations 
before the next general election. including any changes required 
due to the alteration of district boundaries.1 
(cf: P.L.1991, c.429, s.4) 

REpLACE SECTION 15 TO BEAP; 
1[15.] ~1 R.S.19:15-2 is amended to read as follows: 
19:15-2. The district boards shall open the polls for such 

election at seven o' clock in the morning and close them at eight 
o' clock in the evening, and shall keep them open during the whole 
day of election between these hours 1[.)1 ; except that fot a 
school election the polls shall be open between the hours of five 
and nine P.M. and dUring anY addition,l time whiChtht 1t~1 
school1 board may deaignate betw!en the hours of liven A.M. and 
nine P.M. 

The board ma, allow one member thereof at a tlrne to be 
abient lrom the poWn, place and room lor I period not .xC.Mlna 
one hour between the hOUEI 01 on. 0 I clock and flye 0 I clock 1ft the 
aftemoon or lor IUch Ihorter Ume II It 1ha11 ••• fit. 

At no time flOm the openln, 01 the palla to the compilUon of 
the canvau shall thlre be Ie.. than I rnijOftt.. of the ward 
preleftt In the polUn, room or pllce ! .Iplp' 'b., htADI,." 

»
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agNllMlP S'GTIONS 10 ANp IZ AS S'GTIQNS 17 ANp 10 

RgpJ.AQgSW"QN 10 m BMP' 
1[18.J 11&1 N.J.S.18A:12-1& II amended to read u follows: 
18A:12-11. Vacanci. in the membel'llUp of the board shall be 

filled as follows: 
a. By the county superintendent, if the vacancy is caused by 

the absence of candidat. for election to the school board or by 
the removal of a member because of lack of qualifications. or is 
not filled within 85 days followiJl& its occurrence: 

b. By the county superintendent, to a number sufficient to 
make up a quoftll11 of the board if, by reason of vacancies. a 
quoftll11 is lackiDs; 

c. By special election, if in the annual school election two or 
more candidates qualified by law for membership on the school 
board receive an equal number of votes. Such special election 
shall be held only upon recount and certification by the 
1[commissionerJ county board of electionsl of such election 
result. shall be restricted to such candidates. shall be held within 
60 days of the annual school election, and shall be conducted in 
accordance with procedures for annual and special school 
elections set forth in [chapter 14 of Title 18A of the New Jersey 
StatutesJ Title 19 of the Revised Statutes. 111e vacancy shall be 
filled by the county superintendent if in such special election two 
or more candidates qualified by law for membership on the school 
board receive an equal number of votes: 

d. By special election if there is a failure to elect a member at 
the annual school election due to improper election procedures. 
Such special election shall be restricted to those persons who 
were candidates at such annual school election. shall be held 
within 60 days of such annual school election. and shall be 
conducted in accordance with the procedures for annual and 
special school elections set forth in [chapter 14 of Title 18A of 
the New Jersey Statutes] Title 19 of the Revised Statutes; 

e. By the commissioner if there is a failure to elect a member 
at the annual school election due to improper campaign practices: 
or 

f. By the board in all other cues. 
Each member 10 appointad shall serve until the oraw.aUonal 

meetin,lolJowin, the next annual election unl.. hi i. appointed 
to fill a vlcancy occurrinl within the 80 da,. imrnedlltllr 
precedinl such election to fill I tlnn Ixtlndtll, ",ond Mh 
election. in which cue h. .In .Irvl until the ollUd.lttonal 
metUn, lollowift, the second lMual Ilectton ftlxt wtGltdU\l thl 
occurrence 01 the vlcaner. and anr Vlcuor tor thl remu.et of 
the I.rm thall bl Imld It thl IMUil IllCUon or th....". 
annual election nl.t succeedin. thl occulftna, or thi vaeiftlt)' .. 
the cu. ml~ bl. 
(el: P.I...1"., c.n8, 1.28) I 
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BRltAQIIPtIIlt.aa mBMQi
1Iaa.J a 1 'I'be loUowInIl8Gtlanl an henbv repealed: 
N.J.s. 181.:1...1 throUah 18A:I...I04 InclUlive:
 
P.L,I88S, c.83, ..S (C.18A:I 2.1):
 
P.L.1813, c.71 (CollA:l );
 
Ip.61981. 9,421. .,13-17 (C,I8Ai14-&,1 to 18A:14-&,&)jl
 
P.L,ltel, c.88, ..I (C.IIA:14-8,I);
 
P,L.tte7. c,328. 1,8 (C,18A:l...10,1);
 
P,L,1878. c.48 (C,18A:14-28,1);
 
P,L.1873. c,18••,1-14 (C.18A:14-83.1 to 18A:14-83.14);
 
R,S, 18:12-4,
 

BENWIBp SEGDQN 23 AS SECTION 24 
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~EMBLY, No, 1705 (lR) i 
(Sponsored by Assemblyman WOLFE) 

I
REPl.ACE SECTION 1 TO REAp: 

1. (New section) a. An annual school election shall be held in 
each type II district on the third Tuesday in April. However. in 
any schooL year. the Commissioner of Education shall make any 
adjustments to the school budget and election calendar which 
may be necessary to change the annual school election date if 
tha t da te coincides wi th a period of religious observance. The 
commissioner shall inform local school boards of these 
adjustments no later than the first working day in January of the 
year in which the adjustments are to occur. 

b. All school elections shall be by ballot and2• except as 
otherwise provided by P.L. . c. (C. et a1.)(no..... 
pending before the Legislature as this bilI).2 shall be conducted in 
the manner provided for general elections pursuant to Title 19 of 
the Revised Statutes2r. except that no]. N0 2 grouping of 
candidates or party designation shall 2appear~y ballot 102 be 
used 2[by any candidate]2 in a school election. 

REPLACE SECTION 3 TO REAP­
3. (New section) Notwi thstanding the provisions of R.S.19:(i-1. 

for school elections the county board of the count~· in .....hiGh the 
election district is located shall designate two members of the 
district board of election 1[, not more than one of whom shall be 
of the same political party,J1 to perform all the duties of the ) 
district board for that election, except that where electronic 
voting systems are in use in any election district in which there 
are more than 900 registered voters. the county board shall 
designate four members of the district board 1[, not more than 
two of whom shall be of the same political party,]l to perform all 
the duties of the district board for that election. 
2Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S.19:6-10. the countvboaJ'd 
shall appoint one of the persons so designated to serve as iudge 
and the other or another. as the case may be. of those persons so 
designated to serve ilS inspector for school elections.2 

~,Q: SECTION 4 TQ REiA,C,o 
4. (New section) The secretar)/ of Poach board of education. 

not later than the l(fiftieth] 2[4Sth1] 10th2 day preceding the 
annual school electIOn or a special school election. shall make und 
r.el'ti fy und forward to the clerk of the county in which the school 
district is located a statement designating any public question to 
be voted upon by the voters of the district which !nay be required 
pursuant to the proVisions of P.L. • c. (C. )lnow pendina 
before the Legislature as this bilJ) or Title t8A ot the New Jerse)' 
Statutes. • 
BEPLAC£,&CrlQN Ij T9 BEAPi 

5. (New 4ectlon) Notwlthstartdlna the pl'O'Ill&lons bf 
8.5.19:13-4. ellch ndmlnatin, petllldlt tor I eandldAle to be \lOl,1t 

___r.~--~"~l.··~~ :'.n'.III•••II••••11r.:.:.7.'~";i<.ji"~", d'"'''' 
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upon at a school election shall be addressed to the clerll of the
 
cOWlty in which the district is situated and therein shall be set
 
forth:
 

a. A statement that the signers of the petition are all qualified
 
voters of the school district or, in the case of a regional school
 
district. qualified voters of the constituent district which thp.
 
candidate shall represent on the board of p.ducation of the
 
regional district;
 

b. The name, residence and post office address of the person
 
endorsed and the office for which he is endorsed;
 

c. That the signers of the petition endorse the canuidate 
named in the petition for that office and request that the 
person's name be printed upon the official ballot to be used at 
the ensuing election; and 

d. That the person so endorsed is legally qualified to be
 
elected to the office.
 

ZAny form of a petition of nomination hereWlder which is 
provided to candidates in a school election shall contain the 
following notice: "Notice: All candidates are required bv law to 
comply with the provisions of 'The New Jersev Campaign 
Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act'. For further 
information, please call (insert phone number of the Election Law 
Enforcement Commission). ,,2 

REPLACE SEcTION 7 TO REAP' 
7. (New section) 2[Notwi thstanding the provIsions of 

R.S.19: 13-5, each] Each2 candidate to be voted upon at a school 
election shall be ~inated directly by petition, 2and the 
procedures for such nomination shall) to the extent not 
inconsistent wi th the provisions of P. L. . c. (C. et 
a1.) (now pending before the Legislature as this bill~conrorm to 
the procedure for nominating candidates bv direct petition Wlder 
chapter 13 of Title 19 of the Revised Statutes. Notwithstanding ) 
the provisions of R.S.19:13-5, however, a peti tion of nomination 
for such office shall be2 signed by at least 10 persons, none of 
whom shall be the candidate himself, and filed with the clerk of 
the COWlty in which the district is situated on or before four p.m. 
of the 1[54th] 50th1 day preceding the date of the 1school 1 

election. The signatures need not all appear upon a single 
petition and any number of petitions may be filed on behalf of 
any candidate but no petition shall contain the ~ndorsel\lent of 
more than one candidate. 

2Anv candidate may withdraw as a candidate in a school 
election bv filing a notice in writing. signed by the candidate. of 
such withdrawal with the clerk of the cOWlty before the 44th day 
before the dale of the election. and thereupon the name of that 
candidate shall be withdrawn by the clerk and shall nalb, nrinted 
on lhe ballot. 

A vacancy created by a declination of nomlMUon gr 
withdrawal by, or death of. a nomlnee, or In MY other manner. 
shall be. Ineligible to be £iliad under the provlslgns Qf 
R.S.19:13-19 or otherwille. 

.J Whenever w.rHten objection to a uIUltlsm ot Ml)ltneUon 
hereunder .haUhave been made lind timely lUed wllb lb. CRWlU! 
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clerk. the clerk shall file his determination of the objection on or 
before the 44th da);: preceding the school election. The last day 
upon which a candidate may file with the Superior Court a 
verified complaint set tins forth any invasion or threatened 
invasion of the candidate' s rights under the candidate' Ii petition 
of nomination shall be the 46th day before the election. The last 
day upon which a candidate whose petition of nomination or any 
affidavit thereto is defective may amend such petition or 
affidavit shall be the 44th day before the election.2 

REPLACE SECTION 8 TO READ; 
8. (New section) Notwithstanding the prOVISIons of 

8.S.19:14-12. the position which the names of candidates shall 
have upon the annual school election ballot in each school district 
shall be determined by the county clerk of the county in which 
the school district is situated by conducting a drawing in the 
following manner: 

a. l[The county clerk shall establish the time and date of the 
dra~n~of the names.)l The drawing shall be done by the county 
clerk[lOr the clerk' s deputy lseven working days following the 
2las t l1ay for2 filing1 2a petition for the nomination of such a 
candidate2• The person making the drawing shall make public 
announcement at the drawing of each name, the order in which 
the name is drawn and the term of office for which the drawing is 
made. 

b. A separate drawing shall be made for each full term and for 
each unexpired teml. respectively. The names of the several 
candidates for whom petitions have bp.en filed for each of the 
terms shall be written upon paper slips which shall be placed in 
capsules of the same size. shape. color and substance and then 
placed in il covered box with an aperture in the top large enough 
to admi t a person' s hand and to allow the capsules to be drawn 
therefrom. The box shall be turned and shaken thoroughly to mix 
the capsules and the capsules shall be withdrawn one at a time. 

c. Where there is more than one person to be elected for a 
given term of office. the position of the names on the ballots for 
each term of office shall be determined as above described. The 
name of the candidate for each term of office first drawn from 
the bOl< shall be printed djrectl~1 below the proper term for which 
the person IVas nominated and the name of the candidate ne"t 
drawn shall be printed next in order. and so on. until the last 
name shall be drawn from the box. 

INSERT NEW SECTION 9 TO READ: 
29. (New section) The ballot for a school election shall be a 

smglu or blanket form of ballot. upon which shall be printed in 
bold-facp.d tvpe the words "OFFICIAL SCHOOL EL.I-:CTION 
HALLOT" or "OFFICIAL SPECIAL SCHOOL EL.ECTION 
RALLOr". as appropriate. Any public question which Is to be 
submitted to the \loters at 8 school election shall be printed 1'1.1\ 
separate space below or to the rlsht of. a! tbe qol.lt'ty Clerk shall 
determine, the U.tlnB or candidates In the electl5)n. 

In the colun,"s Jnwhleh are listed tbe Utles or lhe oWeDs tp be 
filled at a school eleCltion and the nam,s or candldat.. rot thgSIl 
oUices. the title Mand the name. or candldete. tor thloWe, of 
member of the r~glofiBlJtbatd of education man IIllil!UAboYI tM 
title of and the l'lfffle'J,r tandldate. rot Ibe otllc' ot memblr,g! 
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the local board or education. With respect to either ofFice, in the 
event that one or more persons are to be elected to membership 
thereon for a full term and one or more persons are to be elected 
to membership thereon to fill an unexpired term. the ballots shall 
desimate which of the candidates to be voted for is to be elected 
for a full term and which for an unexpired term. In all cases in 
which one or more persons are to be elected for an uneKpired 
term. the ballots shall indicate the duration of that unexpired 

ill!:!1 
AII public questions to be voted upon at a school election by 

the voters of more than one municipalitv shall be placed first 
before any question to be voted upon at that election by the 
voters of a single municipality. 

Every county clerk shall have ready for the printer a copy of 
the contents of official ballots required by law to be printed for 
use at a school election, as follows: in the case of the annual 
school election. not later than 10 o'clock a.m. of the eighth day 
preceding that election; and in the case of any special school 
election. not later than two business days follOWing receipt by the 
clerk of official notice of the complete content of the ballot to 
be voted upon at that election.2 

REPLACE SECTIQN 9 TO READ; 
1 2[!h] 10.2 . (New section) The county clerk shall cause 

samples of the official school election ballot to be printed in the 
same manner as prescribed for the printing of sample ballots for 
the general election bv R.5.19:14-21. In counties not having a 
superintendent of elections where the county board of elections 
does not have the equipment or facilities to address and mail 
sample ballot envelopes. the delivery of such sample ballots for 
mailing. issuance of iI receipt for such deliverY. and the mailing 
of sample ballots shall be effected in the same manner as 
prescribed for the sample ballot for the general election under )
subsection a. of R.8.19:14-21: and in counties having a 
superintendent of eleL:ions and in other counties where the 
county board of elections Olav have such equipment or facilities. 
the deliverv of ballots for mailing. issuance of a receipt for such 
delivery. and the mailing of sample ballots shall be effected in 
the same manner as prescribed for the sllmple ballot for the 
general election under subsection b. of R.S.19:14-21 2. subject to 
the condition that the latest time at which the county clerk rna\' 
furnish sample ballots for mailing shall be the eighth day 
preceding the school elecHonZ; except that in an" case, the 
delivery of such sample ballots shall be made to and the issuance 
of such receipt and mailing of the ballots shall be made by the 
secretary of the board of education in the school district in which 
the election is to be held. 1 

RENUMBER SECTIONS 10 THRQUgH 12 AS SECTIONS 1) 

THROUgH ]3 

INSERT NljW SgCTION 1i TQ agAQ; 
214. R.5,19:3-2 II .mended to read All fullowA: 
19:3-2, All elective public otrlcdl In thla State or ~.,)' of Itll 

political subdivisions. eltoept such as ate pt'Ovlded b~f 14W to bl! 
filled lit speciel (ddt municipal ot Ichoot elecliolU, shatt be tilted 
at the ,ener.l et8ctldns as hereinafter pt'O\llded. All \lACDelt. 11\ 
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public offices to be filled by election, except such as are provided 
by law to be filled at special or municipal elections,' shall be 
filled at the general elections. All public questions to be voted 
upon by the people of the entire State and all other public 
questions. except such as are provided by law 10 be decided at 
any 'other elections. shall be voted upon and decided at the 
general elec tions.2 
(cf: P.l..1948, c.438, s.2) 

INSERT NEW SECTION 15 TO REAp; 
215. 8.5.19:6-12 is amended to read as follows: 
19:6-12. The office of a member of il district board in an 

election district shall be deemed vacant upon such member 
becoming a candidate for an office to be voted upon at any 
primary, general election. school election. or special election for 
which he was appointed to serve, such candidacy to be 
detennined by the' filing of a petition of nomination. duly 
accepted by such member. in the maMer provided by law. The 
mwlicipal or county clerk with whom such petition and 
acceptance may be filed shall forthwith notify the county board 
of the county in which such election district is located, giving the 
name and residence of the member of the district board who has 
thus become a candidate. and the vacancy shall be filled as 
provided by law. 2 

(cf: R.S.19:6-12) 

RENUMBER SECTIONS 13 AND J 4 AS SECTIONS 16 AND 17 

OMIT SECTION 15 IN ITS ENTIRETY 

RENUMBER SECTIONS 16 AND J 7 AS SE;CTIONS 18 AND 19 

INSERT NEW SECTION 29 TO REAP' 
220. Section 2 of P.L.1994. c.170 (C.19:31-3.3) is amended to 

read as follows: 
2. In those counties in which the commissioner of registration 

employs data processing equipment capable of creating or 
receiving. storing. and printing a digitalized image of the 
signature of a person registered to vote. the commissioner may 
eliminate the use of the duplicate permanent registration binders 
and may authorize and direct the use at the polls in place of such 
a binder. as a signature copy register for the purposes of this 
Titlel,] and Title 40 of the Revised Statut~and 
N.J.S.18A:14-47,] of a polling record which identifies on each 
page the election at which the record is used. which indicates for 
each registrant the name and address of the resist rant and 
identifies the municipality and the particular election district 
therein from which the person is registered. and which includeli 
adjacent 10 the re,istrant' 5 name and address an imprint of the 
digitalized image of the registrant's slanature and sufficient 
space, immediately to the left or rilht of that imprint, for the 
registrant to sign the record, which Imprint and IllIIlture ahan be 
used as the sip_ture comparison record u prucribtdb~ th'. 
Title. The potHn, record shan _110 Include tot .ach ttllltRftt 
sufficient space for the notation of remarlel II proVided b~ 

R.S.19:1S~23 aftd for the recol'dint of II\~ ehellll\l' Iftd th' 
determination tharedt by the di.trict board u pII&v1... b~ 

R.S.19:15~24. Of by other e),cHOM atttct'" .fI'~ wnh th' 
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same duties as the district board In cOMection with the conduct 
of an election. In the case of a primary election, the polling 
record shall also indicate for each registrant the political party, 
if any, of which the resist rant is a member for the purpose of 
voting at that primary election. 

Polling records for each election shall be prepared by the 
commissioner of registration not later than the 14th day 
preceding the election. At each election, the delivery of the 
polling records to the municipal clerk or secretary of the board of 
education in a Type II school district, as appropriate, and to the 
district boards or other elections officials charged with the r;ame 
duties as the district board in connection with the conduct of an 
election, and the return of those records by the district boards or 
such other elections officials to the commissioner of registration, 
shall be made in the manner and in accordance with the schedule 
prescribed by law for the delivery and return at that election of 
the signature copy registers. 

The commissioner of· registration shall retain the polling 
records for any election for a period of not less than six years 
following that election,2 
(cf: P.L.1994. c.170. s.2) 

RENpMBER SECTION 18 AS SECTION 21 

INSERT NEW SECTION 22 TO REAp' 
222. Section 2 of P.L.19S3, c.21] (C.19:S7-2) is amended to 

read as follows: 
2. Whenever used in this act, the following terms shall, unless 

the context indicates otherwise. be construed to have the 
following meanings: 

"Absentee ballot" means any mili tary service ballot or civilian 
absentee ballot as herein defined. 

.. Absentee voter" means any person qualified to vote a military 
service ballot or a civilian absentee ballot under the provisions of • 
this act. 

"Armed Forces of the United States" means any branch or 
department of the United States Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast 
Guard or Marine Corps. 

"Civilian absentee ballot" means a ballot for use by a civilian 
absentee voter as prescribed by this act. 

"Civilian absentee voter" means any qualified and registered 
voter of the State who eKpects to be absent from the State on the 
day of any election and any qualified and registerr:d voter who 
will be within the State on the day of any election but because of 
illness or physical disability. including blindness or pregnancy, or 
because of the observance of a religious holiday pursuant to the 
tenets of his religion, or because of resident attendance at a 
school, college or university. or because of the nature and hours 
of his employment. will be unable to cast his ballot at the polling 
place in his election district on the day or the election. 

(; . 

J 
"Election," "general election," "primary elecHon for lhe 

general election," "municipal electlon," "lchool election." and 
"special election" shall mean. respecHvely, Buch elections as 
defined in the Title to which this is a supplement (ltS.19:1-t ftt 
seq.). 

I 
"Famil)' member" means an adult who 1& a apout.. patent, 

child. grandpatent. grandchild 01' Ilblin. or I votGt'. Whlthet' by 
adoption or natural relatlunshlp. It &hat! IllO U'll~tudl II\~ 'dul' 

, 5 
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occupant rOB\llarly living with a voter in any residential building 
or part of a building intended for the usc of no more than one 
family. 

"[ncapacitated absentee voter" means a voter who. dUfl to 
incapacity, is unable to complete his ballot. 

"Military service" means active service by any person. as a 
member of any branch or department of the Uni tod States Army, 
Navy. Air Force. Coast Guard or Marine Corps. or as a member 
of the maritime or merchant marine service, or as a reservist 
absent from his place of residence and undergoing training under 
Army, Navy. Air Force. Coast Guard or Marine Corps direction, 
at a place other than that of such person' s residence. 

"Military service voter" means a qualified elector under the 
Constitution and the laws of this State who comes within one of 
the following categories: 

(a) Persons in the military service and their spouses and 
dependents. 

(b) Patients in a veterans' hospital located in any place other 
than the'place of their residences who have been in the military 
service in any war in which the United States has been engaged 
and have been discharged or released from such service. 

(c) Civilians attached to or serving with the Armed Forces of 
the United States without this State and their spouses and 
dependents wher. residing with or accompanying them. 

"Military service ballot" means a ballot for use by a military 
service voter as prescribed by this act. 

"Member of the maritime or merchant marine service" means 
any person employed as an officer or crew mllmber of a vessel 
documented under the laws of the United States. or a vessel 
owned by the United States. or a vessel of foreign-flag registry 
under charter to or control of the United States or enrolled with 
the United States for employment or training for employment, or 
maintained by the United States for emergency relief service as 
an officer or crew member of any such vessel or any such person 
as otherwise defined in section 107 of Pub.L. 99-410. the 
"Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act." (42 
U.S.C.§19?3ff-6).2 
(cf: P.L.1993. c.73. s.l) 

INSERT NEW SECTION 23 TO READ: 
223. Silchon 7 of P.L.1953. c.211 (C.19:57-7) is amended to 

read as follows: 
7. The county clerk of the count}'. in the case of any Statewide 

lor! election. cOWltywide election. or school election in a regional 
or other school district comprising more than one municipality; 
the clerk IIf the municipality. in the case of any lllunicipal 
1!lcction[; the secretary of the board of education. in the case of 
any Ilchool nlllction) or school election in n school district 
comprising a single municipality; and the commis.,ioncrs or other 
goveming or administrative body of the district, in the case of 
any election to be held In any fire district, road district, 
sewera,e district. street lighting district. water supply district or 
other special district. other than a munlclpaUty, created for 
speclrted public purpolel within one or more muniCipalities, shIll 
publish or CiUllO to be pUblished the 'oll~wI1\8 notlct!$ In 
substantially th. rollawin, torml: •
 

Noftelt TO M1UTARVSERvtCI VOTllS AND
 
TO tHEIR tiltt.A1f\1ES AND fAIENDS
 

If you att hi ttit rtliUtlry ••rvlce. or the. &PDldl 01' dl~l\thll\\ (it 

l 

-----__•••'1'••••••11111··lIrIlEI·•••,.'tIIlIiI"....~,j";,." •.• ,."" ...,.,." .. c.,'';<ck''''''.'''''',,,,,..........1'OiIooil
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a person in military service or are a patient in a veterans' 
hospital or a civilian atrached to or serving with the Armed 
Forces oC the United States without the State of New Jersey, or 
the spouse or dependent of and accompanying or residing with a 
civilian attached to or serving with the Armed Forccs of the 
United States, and desire to vote, or if you are a relative or 
friend of any such person who. you believe, will desire to vote in 
the (school, municipal, primary, general 
or other) election to be held on (date of 
election) kindly write to the undersigned at once making 
application for a military service ballot to be voted in said 
election to be forwarded to you, stating your name, age. serial 
number if you are in military service, home address and the 
address at which you are stationed or can be found, or if you 
desire the military service ballot for a relative or friend then 
make application under oath for a military service ballot to be 
forwarded to him, stating in your application that he is over the 
age of 18 years and stating his name, serial number if he is in 
military service. home" address and the address at which he is 
stationed or can be found. 

Military service voters may also apply for a military service 
ballot by sending a federal postcard application form to the 
undersigned. 

On the application for a military service ballot. military 
service voters may request that a military service ballot be sent 
for all subsequent elections held during this calendar year. 

(NOTE: MILITARY SERVICE VOTER CLAIMING MILITARY 
STATION AS HOME ADDRESS FOR VOTING PURPOSES MAY 
NOT USE MILITARY ABSENTEE BALLOT UNLESS REGISTERED 
TO VOTE IN THE MUNICIPALITY \"HERE SUCH STATION IS 
LOCATED.) 

Fonns of application other than federal postcard application 
forms can be obtained from the undersigned. Dated . 

) 

(signature and title of county clerk) 

(address of county clerk) 
NOTICE TO PERSONS DESIRING CIVILIAN ABSENTEE 

BALLOTS 
If you are a qualified and registered voter of the State who 

expects to be absent outside the State on (date of 
election) or a qualified and registered vottlr who will be within 
the State on (date of election) but because of 
permanent and total disability. or because of illness or temporary 
physical disability, or because of the observance of a religious 
holiday pursuant to the tenets of your religion, or because of 
residenl attendance at a school. college. or university. or because 
of the nature and hours of employment. will be unable to cast 
your ballot at the polling place in your district on said date, and 
you desire to vote in the (school. mWlicipal. 
primary, general. or other) election to be held on ". 
(date of election) kindly complete the application fonn below and 
send 10 Ihe undersigned, or write or apply In person to the 
undersigned at once requestins that a civilian absentee baUot be 
forwarded to you. Such request must state Ybur home ldatell. 
and the address to which said ballot shOUld be ael1t, ami mUll be 
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signed with your signature, and state the reason why you will not 
be able to vote at your usual polling place. No civilian absentee 
ballot will be furnished or forwarded to any applicant unless 
request therefor is received not less than seven days prior to the 
election. and contains the foreaoing information. 

Voters who are pennanently and totally disabled shall, after 
their initial request and without further action on their part. be 
forwarded an absentee ballot application by the county clerk for 
all future elections in which they are eligible to vote. 
Application ronns may be obtained ·by applying to the undersigned 
either in writing or by telephone, or the application form 
provided below may be completed and forwarded to the 
undersigned. Dated .. 

(signature and title of county clerk) 

(address of county clerk) 

(Telephone No. of county clerk) 
APPLICATION FORM FOR CIVILIAN 
ABSENTEE BALLOT 

(Form to be prepared by the Secretary of State pursuant 
to section 17 of P.L.1977, c.47 (C.19:57-4.1». 

Such notices shall be separately published prior to the 50th day 
immediately preceding the holding of any election. 

Notices relating to any Statewide or countywide election shall 
be published by the county clerk in at least two newspapers 
published in the county. All other officials charged with the duty 
of publishing such notices shall publish the same in at least one 
newspaper published in each municipality or district in which the 
election is to be held or if no newspaper be published in said 
municipality or dist rict, then in a newspaper published in the 
county and circulating in such municipality, municipalities or 
district. All such notices shall be display advertisements.2 

(ef: P.L.1993, c.73. 5.3) 

INSERT NEW SECTION 24 m REAp; 
224. N.J.S.IBA:6-9 is amended to read as follows: 
18A:G-9. The commissioner shall have jurisdiction to hear and 

determine. without cost to the parties. all controversies and 
disputes arising under the school laws, excepting those governing 
higher education. or under the rules oC the state board or of the 
commissioner. For the purposes of thiS Tille. controversies and 
disputes concerning the conduct of school elections shall not be 
deemed to arise under the schoollaws.2 

(d: N. J.S. lBA:6-9) 

• IN§:"'BT NEW SECTION 25 TO REAp; 
225. Section 16 of P.L.1987. c.399 (C.18A:7A-49) is amended 

10 read as follows: 
16. a. The Stale district superintendent shall annUAlly provide 

to the commissioner an assessment of the pro8fUS of the district 
toward meeting the requirements necessary tor State 
cerlificatlutl. The commiuioner shall fonnaU~ report to thl 
State board and to the Govemor and the Leatllatuft on the 
district'S pro,t••. 

"

• 
~ 

·1···.···'·:··.··... 

b. Bascd upon the annUli alletument ot pro...... and the 
distrlct·s hlvlna received State certltlcatlOft. butftot _ftlt the 

7 7 
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five years after the establishment of the State-operated school 
district. the commissioner may recommend to the Slale board 
that local control be reestablished. 

c. Upon a detennination by the State board that local control 
should be reestablished. the State district superintendent and 
those members of the superintendent' s starr appointed by 
operation of these laws relating to State-operated school 
districts shall continue to serve for a one year transition period 
upon conclusion of which their term of service shall expire 
without prejudice to the right of the district board of education 
to reappoint any or all such persons to similar positions within the 
district. 

d. Not more than one year following the reestablishment of 
local control, the board shall [conduct] call a special election for 
purposes of placing the question of classification status before 
the. voters of the district. which election shall be conducted in 
accordance with the provisions of Title ]9 of the Revised 
Statutes concerning school elections. 

e. If the voters of the district shall elect to become a type I 
district, it shall be governed by the provisions of chapter 9 of 
Title l8A of the New Jersey Statutes relating to type I districts 
after January 31 next ensuing, unless the district is established in 
a city of the first class, in which case it shall be governed after 
June 30 next ensuing. The. members of the district board of 
education at the time of said election shall continue in office 
until expiration of their respective terms and the qualification in 
office of their successors. 

f. If the voters of the district shall so select that the district 
shall become a type II dist ric t. it shall be governed by the 
provisions of chapter 9 of Title l8A relating to type II districts 
and the members of the board of education at the time of said 
election shall remain and continue in office until the expiration 
of their respective terms and the qualification of their respective 
successors. 

g. If the commissioner cannot recommend that local control be 
reestablished in a district five years after the establishment of a 
State-operated school district. then the commissioner shall 
provide a comprehensive report to the State board and to the 
Covernor and the Legislature. including a detailed analysis of the 
causes for the failure of the district to achieve certification and 
an assessment of the amount of time necessary for the 
continuation of the State-operated school district. On the basis 
of that rellort the State board shall determine whelher to 
continue the State-ollerated school district or return the district 
to local control pursuant to this section. 2 

(ef: P.L.1981, c.399, s.161 

INSERT NEW SECTIQN 26 IQ BEAp; 
226. N. J.S.18A:8-20 is amended to read as follo\\'s: 
18A:8-20. The first board of education of the new district and 

the firsl board of education of the remainhtl district shall each 
prepare and submit. to the voters of the district. I. required by 
iaw, the first bud,ets lor said district and they shall make pro~r 

provision lor (conductlnsl an election to be coDdY;'" 10 
accotd."ce. witb tb•. Rl'OvisiolUl of P.L. • Ct Ie. lfDow 
pendlns.b'for.8 tbe l.Uialature as Uti•. bUll. tor th~ MeMbetll 61 

, ·r 
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the board of education of the dist rict to replace the appointed 
members of the board. for such terms thilt three members of the 
board of the district, as thereafter comlliluted. will be elected 
each year. at an annual election to be held in the dist rict 8t the 
same time as that on which the ne"t ClMual electi(m for the 
original district would have been held {and at appropriate places 
within the territorial limits of the district to be riKed by said 
board!.2 
(cf: N. J.S.18A:8-20) 

INSERT NEW SECTION 27 TO REAp; 
227. N. J.S.18A:8-36 is amended to read as follows: 
18A:8-36. At all elections [there shall be at least one polling 

place located within the territorial limits of each of the former 
constituent school districts and) any appropriation must be 
authorized by a majority of the total votes cast thereon in all of 
the territory of the consolidated school district. 2 

(cf: N.J.S.18A:8-36) 

INSERT NEW SECTION 28 TO REAP' 
228. N.].S.18A:9-10 is amended to read as follows: 
18A:9-10. If the membership of the board in any such district 

so becoming a type II district is less than nine. it shall be 
increased to nine by the election of added members at the ne"t 
annual school election. unless the adopting election shall have 
been held more than 130 days or less than 60 days before the date 
fixed for such annual school election. in which case they shall be 
elected at a special school election which shall be called land 
held) by the members of the board so holding over. if the adopting 
election was held more than 130 days before the annual school 
election, then not less than 60 or more than 70 da~ls after the 
adopting election. or if the adopting election was held less than 
60 days before the annual school election. then not less than 60 or 
more than 70 days after such annual school election. excluding in 
each instance from the calculation of the period which will elapse 
between such 60 and 70 days any period which would elapse 
between the twenty-first day before and the twenty-first day 
after any day fixed according to law for the holding of any 
primary election for the general election or general election or 
municipal election held within the dislrict. 2 

Icf: P.L.1985. c.9:!. 5.1) 

RENUMBER SECTIONS 19 AND 20 AS SECTIONS 28 AtllD 30 

INSERT NEW SECTION 31 ill READ; 
231. N.J.S.18A:13-5 is amended to read as follows: 
18A:13-5. Elections in regional districts shall be conducted as 

in other local districts except that (there shall be at least one 
polling place in each of the constituent districts andJ in any such 
elections. unless otherwise provided b~' this Title. the total vote 
of the entire regional distrJct. wJthout regard to the territorial 
boundaries of the constituent dIstricts. shaH be tounted In 
determining the result of the election. 

In any case in which 8 proposal for the creation or a rellonal 
district or tor the enlatg~ment or a reglol\al dlltrlct Il1IubmlHed. 

• z' 'f i 

I 
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such proposal shall be adopted only if a majority of the votes Cllst 
thereon 

a. In each of the local districts, other than a consolidated 
district. proposing to form the regional district. 

b. In the consolidated district proposing to form the regional 
district without regard to the territorial boundaries of the 
constituent districts, or 

c. In the regional district to be enlarged. and in each district 
proposed to enlarge it. 

shall be cast in favor of the adoption of such proposal.2 

(cf: P.L.1968. c.240. s.l) 

INSERT NEW SECTIQN 32 TO REAP' 
232. N.l.S.18A: 13-10 is amended to read as follows: 
18A:13-10. The board of education of each regional district 

shall provide for the holding. in accordance with the provisions of 
P. L. C. (C. )(now pending before the Legislature as I 

this bill). of an annual school election for the regional district on 
the third Tuesday in April. 

At such election there shall be elected for terms of three 
years, beginning on any day of the first or second week following 
such election, the members of the regional boards of education to 
succeed those members of the board whose terms shall expire in 
that year. except as is in this chapter provided for the election of 
the first elected members of the board.2 

(cf: P.L.1992, c.159. s.10) 

INSERT NEW SECTION 33 TO READ: 
233. N. J.S.18A: 13-34 is amended to read as follows: 
18A:13-34. If the boards of education of two or more local 

districts. or the board of education of a consolidated district. or 
of a district comprising two or more municipalities. and the 
commissioner or his representative. after consultation. study and ) 
investigation. shall determine. that it is advisable for such 
districts to join and create. or for such district to become 

(a) an all purpose regional school district for all the school 
purposes of such districts or district. or 

(b) a limited purpose regional school district to provide and 
operate. in the territory comprised within such local districts or 
dist ricl. one 01' more of the follOWing: elementary schools. junior 
high schools. high schools. vocational schools. special schools. 
health facilities or particular educational services or facilities. 
that board or boards shall by resolution frame and adopt a 
proposal \0 that effect stating also the manner in which the 
amowlls to be raised for annual or special appropriations for such 
proposed regional school district. including the amounts to be 
raised for interest upon. and the redemption of bonds payable by 
the regional district. shall be apportioned upon the basis of: 

a. the portion of each municipality' 5 equalized valuation 
allocated to the regional district. calculated as described in the 
definition of equalized valuation in section 3 of P.L.1990. c.52 
(C. 18A:7D-3}; 

b. the proportional number of pupils enrolled from each 
municipality on the lSth day of October of the prebudaet yellr in 
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the same manner as would apply if each municipality comprised 
separate constituent school districts; or 

c. any combination of apportionment based upon equalized 
valuations pursuant to subsection a. of this section or PUIJi! 
enrollments pursuant to subsection b. of this section. and each 
such board shall call for(. and conduct, upon the same day.) a 
special school eleclion to be held upon the same day in each 
municipality in its district and shall submit thereat the question 
whether or not the proposal shall be approved. briefly describing 
the contents of the resolution and staling the date of its adoption 
and they may submit also. at the special election," as part of such 
proposal, any other provisions which may be submitted. at such a 
special election. under the provisions of this chapter but no such 
special election shall be held on any day before April 15 or after 
December 1 of any calendar year. Except as otherwise provided 
herein. the special election shall be conducted in accordance with 
the provisions of P.L. • c. (C. ) (now pending before 
the Legislature as this billl. 2 

(cf: P.L.1993. c.67. s.2) 

INSERT NEW SECTION 34 TO REAp; 
234. N.J.S.18A:17-7 is amended to read as follows: 
18A:17-7. The secretary shall give notice of all regular or 

special meetings of the board to the members thereof ~post / 
and give notice of annual and special elections of the legal voters 
of the district required by law to be held and of the object or 
objects for which tr.~ election is calle~ecord the minutes of all 
proceedings of the board and the results of any annual or special 
school election in suitable minute books.2 

(cf: N.J.S.18A:17-7) 

RENUMBER SECTIONS 21 THROUGH 24 AS SECTIONS 35 
THROUGH 38 

) 

STATEMENT 

These amendments to this bill. which transfers responsibility 
for the conduct of school elections from boards of education to 
the officials responsible for conducting other elections under New 
Jersey's elfJction code (Title 19 of the Revised Statutes). make 
numerous technical changes in the provisions of the education and 
elections statutes to provide more completely and explicitly for 

" the effectuation of the purposes of the legislation. 

I In addition. the amendments make eet'tain substantive change!\ 

0\ in the bill to: (1) postpone the deadline for certification b)' the 
secretary of the board of education to the county clerk of any 
publie question to be voted upon in a school election From tIm 
46th day to the 10th preceding the election, so as to 
accommodate the board's inability to finalize the school budget 

(; 

J 
question until it receives certification pr State aid: (2) po&tpt'me 
accordingly the date by which sample baUots are reqUired to be 
available for distributloni (3) contol'm the daadllnlls IPI'licable \0 
the I 
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inillation and disposition or school election-related disputes to 
the candidates' filing deadline as revised under Assembly 
committee amendments to section 7; and (4) clari'y that 
jurisdiction over school election-relaled disputes is removed from 
the Commissioner of Education and State Board of Education, so 
that such disputes will be handled in the same manner as those 
arising with respecl 10 other elections. 



LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ESTlMATE TO 

[SECOND REPRlN1') 

AmfBLY, No. 1700
 

SlATE OF NEW JERSEy
 

DATED: July 20. 1995 

Assembly Bill No. 1705 (2R) of 1994 transfers the jurisdiction 
of conducting school board elections from the local boards of 
education to the county boards of election. The bill requires school 
districts to continue to pay the costs of conducting district 
elections, which includes compensating poll workers and 
reimbursing the county board and county clerk for expenses 
incurred to conduct such elections. The bill shifts the responsibility 
of notifying the public and conducting the drawing for ballot 
position from. the school board secretary to the county board of 
elections. The bill also requires that poll lists, instead of signature 
comparison records, be used to record the vote. Under current law. 
poll lists are required during general elections but are optional for 
school board elections. 

The bill permits the county boards of elections to appoint poll 
workers from among members of the district boards of elections. 
The bill increases the staffing requirements from two to four poll 
workers at polling places in election districts comprised of more 
than 900 resident voters and that use an electronic voting system. 
In addition. the bill requires that sample ballots for school elections 
be distributed in all school districts. instead of only in special needs 
districts with a 1980 population exceeding 300.000. as under present 
law. Sample ballots and poll lists are presently required to be used 
for each general election. 

The Division of Elections in the Department of State. 
multiplied the State' s 3,852.573 registered voters by a sample 
ballot cost of 25 cents each to estimate the additional cost to the 
State's school districts of implementing this bill at $963,143 a 
year. Of the 25 cent ballot cost. the division estimates a cost of 19 

cents for bulk rate mailing and six cents for printing and handling. 
The Office of Legislative Services (01.8) concurs with the division' s 
estimate but notes that it does not reflect that ballots are presently 
mailed to approximately 90,000 registered voters in the Newark 
district. After making this adjustment, 01.8 estimates the total 
cost to school districts of mailing ballots under this bill at 
approximately $94 t ,000. 

OLS further notes that the school districts may incur additional 
costs in complyins with this bill. Accordlns to the divislon, certaln 
IChool districts of more than 900 votets and utililln. an electl'Onlc 
votint system would be reqUired 10 increue the number or pan 
worken per election district from two to foul'. In addition. the bill 
requirea that county boArds of elections to rtUllntain poU UatA. 
Infotm.tlon is not reAdtly Available to penntt an HUmate or theAe 
additional cost•. 

This fiacal ~tltnate hu been prepared PUflUlI\t to P.L .~80. 



r: AUUPTED 
~ 
~ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 1705 '. 

(Second Reprint) 

To the General Assembly: 

Pursuant to Article V, Section I, Paragraph 14 of the New Jersey 

Constitution, I am returning Assembly Bill No. 1705 (Second Reprint) 

with my recommendations for reconsideration. 

A Summary of Bill 

The purpose of this biU is to increase voter participation and 

confidence in school elections by conforming the school election 

process to the general election process. The school election date 

remains the third Tuesday in April. 

I fully support the goals of this legislation and the sponsors 

should be commended for their work on this bill. The school 

elections are an important vehicle for ensuring accountabi lity in 

terms of both the quality and efficiency of the educati~n provided by 

our public schools. However, I have been info:l:med by the county 

clerks that the timeframes established in the bill for printing and 

distribution of sample ballots and absentee ballots are likely to 

result in sample ballots not reaching the voters until after the 

election and absentee ballots not being timely returned both of which 

may undermine the credibility of the election process. The county 

clerks have also indicated that certain administrative election 

functions are most effectively performed by local school boards. 

B. Recommended Action 

I recommend that the bill be modified to provide the count~' 

clerks with additional time to print and distribute sample ballots 

and absentee ballots and to make changes to the school budget process 

necessitated thereby. In order for the bill to apply to the 1996 

'''''''rt' 11/1 /rl ur','" ,JII,U'/ 
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school ~lections, I also recommend that. the effective date of the 

legislation be changed to allow for application to the April 1996 

school election. Finally, in order to ease the administrative burden 

on the counties, I recommend that the school boards be responsible 

for the issuance and filing of candidate nominations and drawings. 

I recognize that school boards, county clerks, boards of 

election and the Department of Education will be hard pressed to meet 

the timelines set forth in the bill. However, the goals of the bill 

are of great importance to the citizens of this State and I am 

confident that these challenges can be met with the cooperation and 

dedication oi all involved. 

Therefore, I herewith return Assembly Bill No. 1705 (second 

Reprint) and recommend that it be amended as follows: 

Page 1, Section 1. Line 13: 

Page 2. Section 4. Line 19: 

Page 2. Sec~ion 5, Lines 29-30: 

Page 3. Section 7, Lines 17-18: 

Page 3. Section 7. Line 26' 

Page 3. Section 7, Line 28: 

Page 3. Section 7. Line' 35-3&: 

After "local school boards" insert 
", county clerks and boards of 
elections" 

After -than" insert "10 o'clock 
a.m. of"; delete "lOth" and insert 
"17th" 

Delete "clerk of the county in 
which the district is situated" 
and insert "secretary of the board 
of education" 

Delete "clerk of the county in 
which the district is situated" 
and insert "secretary of the board 
of education" 

Delete "clerk of the county" and 
insert "secretary of the board of 
education" 

Delete "clerk" and in8ert 
"secretary of the board of 
education" 

Delete "county 
shall file 
"secretary of 
education, the 
shall fUe ita.. 

clerk. the clerk 
hi." and in.'rt 

the board of 
board of educa~ion 

f
~'e 

; 

t 

,.""',.,, lilt '''':IIf'''''' tlllH" 
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Page 3 Section 8. !.ines 48-49:	 Delete "county clerk of the county 
in which the school district is 
situated- and insert "secretary of 
the board of education-

Page 3. Section B. Lines 52-53:	 Delete "county clerk or the 
clerk's deputyH and insert 
"secretary of the board of 
educationn 

Page 4. Section B. Line 22:	 New paragraph to read "The 
secretary of the board of 

.. education shall, within 2 days 
following the drawing, certify to 
the county clerk the results of 
the drawing." 

Page 4, Section 9, Line 51:	 Delete "10 o'clock a.m. of the 
eighth" and insert "the 17th" 

Page 5, Section 10, Lines 21-25:	 After "election" delete from "; 
except that" to "be held" 

Page 5, Section 12 Line 41:	 After "elections" insert the 
county superintendent of 
elections" 

Page 5, Section 12 Line 43:	 After "district." insert "All 
costs, charges and expenses 
submitted to the board of 
education for payment shall be 
itemized and shall include the 
separate identification of costs 
to prepare, print and distribute 
sample ballots." 

Page 22 Line 23:	 Before Section 35 insert new 
sections as follows: 

35. Section 21 of P.L. 1990. c. 
52 (C.1BA:7D-26) is amended to 
read as follows: 

Annually, within [seven] ~ 
,~- days following the transmittal of 

the budget message to the 
Legislature by the Governor 
pursu;.lnt to section 11 of P.L. 
1944, c. 112 (C.52:27B-20) I the 
commissioner shall notify each 
district of the maximum amount of 
aid payable to the district under 
the provisions of P.L. 1990, c. S2 
(C.18A:7D-1 et al.) in the 
succeeding year and shall notify 
each di8triet that ia 8ubjeet to 
the provisions of section as of 

P, /111,." 11/1 '"'urlt'd '»P'" 
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P.L.. 1990, c. S2 IC.18A:7D-28) 
of the district's maximum 
permissible local levy budget for 
the succeeding year. The actual 
aid payment to each district shall 
be determined after the district's 
budget is adopted. 

36. Section 22 of P.L. 1990, c. 
52 IC.IBA:7D-27) is amended to 
read as follows: 

22. Annually, on or before 
March (8] ~, local boards of 
education shall submit to the 
commissioner a copy of their 
proposed bUdgets for the next 
school year. The commissioner 
shall review each item of 
appropriation within the current 
expense and capital outlay 
sections of the general . fund 
budget and shall determine the 
adequacy of the budget with regard 
to the annual reports submitted 
pursuant to section 11 of 
P.L. 1975, c. 212 IC.18A:7A-ll) 
and such other criteria as may be 
established by the State board. 

37. N.J.S. 18A:22-7 is amended to 
read as follows: 

The board of education of 
every school district having a 
board of school estimate shall ~ 

prepare and deliver to each member 
of the board of school estimate, 
on or before (the fourth Tuesday 
in] March 22 in each year, and the 
board of education of every other 
school district shall prepare a 
budget for the school district for 
the ensuing year, on or before 
[the fourth Tuesday in) March~. 

3B. Section 17 of P.L. 1987, 
c. 399 (C.18A:7A-50) is amended to 
read as follows: o 17. The State district 
superintendent of a State-operated 
school district shall develop a 
budget on or before (the fourth 
Tuesday inl March £a and shall 
present this budget to the board 
of education to elicit the board's 
comments and recommendations. 
This budget shall conform in all 
respects with the requirements of 

",'"/rtf "" ,rctJ!,/,·tf ,"',HO' 
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chapter 22 of Title 18A of the New 
Jersey Statutes and shall be 
subject to the limitations on 
spending by local school districts 
otherwise required by P.L. 1990, 
c. 52 (C.18A:7D-1 et al.) 

39. N.J.S. 18A:22-10 is amended to 
read as follows: 

Upon the preparation of its 
budget, each board of education 
shall fix a date, place and time 
for the holding of a public 

.hearing .upon said budget and the 
amounts of money necessary to be 
appropriated for the use of the 
public schools for the ensuing 
school year and the various items 
and purposes for which the same 
are to be appropriated. In 
districts having a board of school 
estimate, the hearing shall be 
held before the board of school 
estimate between [the fourth 
Tuesday in] March 22..- and [April 
8] March 29 and in districts 
having no board of school estimate 
the hearing shall be held before 
the board of education between 
[the fourth Tuesday in] March 2...2. 
and [April 8] March 29. 

40. Section 18 of P.L. 1987, c. 
399 (C.18A:7A-S1) is amended to 
read as follows: 

Upon the preparation of its 
budget, the State district 
superintendent shall fix a date, 
place and time for the holding of 
a public hearing upon the budget 
and the amounts of money necessary 
to be appropriated for the use of 
the public schools for the ensuing 
school year, and the various items 
and purposes for which the same 
are to be appropriated, which 
hearing shall be held between [the• fourth Tuesday in] March .2.2. and 
[April 8] March 29. Notice of the 
hearing, contents of the notice 
and the format and purpose of the 
hearing shall be as provided in 
N.J.S. 18A:22-11. N.J.S. 18A:22-12 
and N.J.S. IBA:22 13.w 

41. N.J.S. 18A:22-11 is amended 
to read as follows: 
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7he board of education shall 
cause notice of such public 
hearing and the statement annexed 
to the budget to be published at 
l~ast cnce in at least one 
newspaper published in the 
district and if no newspaper be 
published therein. then in at 
least one newspaper circulating in 
said district not less than 
[seven] fcux days prior to the 
date fixed for such' public 
hearing. 

42. N.J.S. 18A:22-32 is amended 
to read as follows: 

At or after the public 
hearing on the budget but not 
later than [12] l.a. days prior to 
the election, the board of 
education of each type II district 
having no board of school estimate 
shall fix and determine by a 
recorded roll call majority vote 
of its full membership the amount 
of money to be voted upon by the 
legal voters of the district at 
the annual election, which sum or 
sums shall be designated in the 
notice calling such election as 
required by law. 

43. Section 3 of P.L. 1995, 
c. 236 (C.18A:7E-~) is amended to 
read as follows: 

a. Any school district whose 
budgeted per pupil administrative 
spending for the preceding school 
year exceeds the median budgeted 
per pupil administrative spending 
for the preceding school year for 
districts of the same operating 
type by the percentage indicated 
in subsection c. of this section 
shall have its school aid reduced 
by the dollar amount of the 
excess. The penalty shall not 
exceed lOt of the district's 
budgeted administrative spending. 
All school districts shall be 
notified of their per pupil 
administrative costs and the 
applicable median per pupil cost 

J 
0' 

by October 1 of the year precec'~g 

the affected year, and ~ny 

adjustments caused by subsequent 

I
!

f,
(

I
I 

, 

restorations of municipal 

''tIll'"'' 11/1 'f'f.'lJrl"" PlAtH" 
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reductions or proposals to exceed
 
the permissible maximum net budget
 
shall be made no later than
 
November 1 of that year.
 

b. Administrative spending
 
shall include expenditures for
 
improvement of instruction
 
services and other support
 
services instructional staff;
 
support services-general
 
administration general
 
administration; support services­

school administration; business
 
and other support services,
 
including salaries, purchased
 
professional services, purchased
 
technical services, other
 
purchased services, supplies and
 
materials, interest on current
 
loans, and miscellaneous 
expenditures; and the prorata 
share of fringe benefits for ,
salaries included in the preceding 
share of Social Security, pension Ipayments other than for the 
Teachers' Pension and Annuity I 
Fund, unemployment categories for 
the employer's compensation, and 
other generally recognized Iemployee benefits. Administrative 
spending shall not include ! 

1
expenditures for in-service 
teacher training and professional 
development or for the 
preparation. printing and mailing ~ 
of sample ballots. The amount of 

I 

any judgments against the school 
district shall be deducted from 
the total amount of expenditures. 
All expenditures shall be based 
originally upon the 'district's 
budgeted data of the preceding 
year and adjusted in the 
subsequent year based upon audited 
data; however, the median budgeted 
per pupil administrative spending 
calculated for districts of the 
same operating type pursuant to 
subsection a. of this section 
shall not be recalculated. 

c. The percentage shall equal
 
129\ in the first year of
 
implementation, 128\ in the second
 
year, 127\ in the th~rd year, 126\
 
in the fourth year and 125\ in the
 
fifth year and each succeeding
 
year. 

rtl,,'rd II" ,rt'!I<"rd ''''p''t 
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d. A school district may 
appeal a penalty imposed pursuant 
to this section to the 
Commissioner of Education. The 
appeal shall be based on the 
following factors: 

(1) an error made by the 
Department of Education in 
calculating the administrative 
spending of the school district; 

(2) an error made by the 
school district in reporting data 
to the department; 

(3) costs associated with 
services provided by a school 
district to other districts in 
joint educational or service 
arrangements other than a sending­
receiving relationship; and 

(4) any other factor deemed 
appropriate by the commissioner. 

Pages 22-23: Renumber Sections 35, 36, 37 
and 38 as Sections 44, 45, 
46 and 47. 

Page 23, Section 3B, Line ~: Delete "lBO" and insert "90" 

Respectfully, 

Christine Todd Whitman 
Governor 

Attest: 

~~efM?9~
~~~counsel to the Governor 

I 
i 

I;~,
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