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AN ACT concerning the powers of Department of Human
Services police officers, 2supplementing chapter 4 of Title 30
of the Revised Statutes,2 and amending R.S.30:4-14 and
N. J.S.2C:39-6.

BE IT ENACTED bJl the Senate and General AssemblJl oj the
State oj New JerseJl:

1. R.S.30:4-14 is amended to read as follows:
30:4-14. a. The Commissioner of [the Department of

Institutions and Agencies] Human Services2[,j2 1[ with the
approval of the [Attomey-General] AHomey General,]1 may. in
writing. aPP'lint l[as many [special] policemen for each State
institution as [hel the commissioner may consider necessary to
preserve order in and about the inl':titutionl persons to the
position of police officer to serve as law enforcement officers for
the Department of Human Senrices in accordance with applicable
statutory law, rules and regulations1. [Such appointments shall be
made on written application of the president of the board of
managers or trustees. A person so appointed shall serve without
expense to the State. Within the territory prescribed and for the
time limited he shall have the same powers as a constable of the
county or police officer of a city in criminal cases. His special
duty shall be to presenre order in and about the institution with
power to arrest and hold any offender against the public peace
wi thin the hmits of his commission.]

b. A Human 1[Senrice] Senrices1 police officer appointed
pursuant to this section shall 2[.while going to and from his place
of duty and while in the actual performance of his official duties
within the State,]2 be empowered to act as an officer for the
detection. apprehension. arrest and conviction of offenders
against the law I, except that police officers shall be permitted
to carry fi.rearms or other weapons only when authorized to do so
by the Commissioner of Human Services1~

£:... 2[In addi tion to the powers set forth is subsection b. of this
section, any Human Services police officer who has satisfactorily
completed a basic training course approved by the Police Training
Commission. as provided by P.L.1[l969] 1961 1• c.56 (C.52:17B-66
et Seq.), shall have full power of arrest for any crime committed
in his presence anywhere within the territorial limits of the State
of New Jersey,] No person may be appointed as a Hwnan Services
PQlice officer wl1e5S the person:

(l) Is able to read, write 8J!d speak the Enslish 18l!lUase well
and intelligently and has a hish school diploma or its equivalent;

£XPLANATION--~tt.r .n,los.d in bold-fac.d brackets [thus] in the
.bov. bill is not .n.ct.d .nd is int.nd~d to be OMi\t~ in the 1••.

~tter und.rlin.d thu1 is new m.tter.
~tter enclos.d in sup~rscript n~rals h.s b.en .dopted .s follows:
2 Ass..blJ AJl comM;lt~....ndm~nts adopted J.nu.r~ 19, 1995.

Senate floor .mend.,nls .doPt~d Jun. 26. '995.

h
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1 (2) Is scund in body and of aood health;
2 (3) Is of ROOd moral character;
3 (4) Has not been convicted of any offense involvins dishonesty
4 or which would make.. the person unfit to pedonn the duties of
5 this office; and
6 (5) Has successfully undergone a program of psychological
7 testing.
8 d. Every applicant for the position of Hwnan Services police
9 officer appointed pursuant to this section shall have fingerprints

10 taken. which fingerprints shall be filed with the Division of State
11 Police and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
12 e. The Commissioner of Hwnan Services, in consultation with
13 the Attorney General and the Director of the Division of
14 [riminal Justice in the Department of Law and Public Safety,
15 shall promulgate roles and regulations to effectuate the purposes
16 of this section.2

17 (cf: P.L.1951. c.60. s.l)
18 2. N.j.S.2C:39-6 is amended to read as follows:
19 2C:39-, a. Provided a person complies with the requirements
20 of s~bsection j. of this section. N.J.S.2C:39-5 does not apply to:
21 (1) Members of the Anned Forces of the United States or of
22 the National Guard while actually on duty, or while traveling
23 between places of duty and carrying authorized weapons in the
24 manner prescribed by the appropriate military authorities;
25 (2) Federal law enforcement officers. and any other federal
26 officers and employees required to carry fireanns in the
27 perfonnance of their official duties;
28 (3) Members of the State Police and. under conditions
29 prescribed by the superintendent. members of the Marine Law
30 Enforcement Bureau of the Division of State Police;
31 (4) A sheriff, undersheriff. sheriff's officer. county
32 prosecutor. assistant prosecutor. prosecutor's detective or
33 investigator. deputy attorney general or State investigator
34 employed by the Division of Criminal justice of the Department
35 of Law and Public Safety. investigator employed by the State
36 Commission of Investigation, inspector of the Alcoholic Beverase
31 Control Enforcement Bureau of the Division of State Police in
38 the Department of Law and Public Safety authorized to carry
39 such weapons by the Superintendent of State Police. State park
40 ranger, or State conservation officer;
41 (5) A prison or jail warden of any penal institution in this State
42 or his deputies, or an employee of the Department of Corrections
43 engaged in the interstate transportation of convicted offenders.
44 while in the perfonnance of his duties, and when required to
45 possess the weapon by his superior officer. or a correction officer
46 or keeper of a penal institution in this State at all times while in
47 the State of New jersey. provided he annually passes an
48 examinahon approved by the superintendent testing his
49 proficiency in the handling of fireanns;
50 (6) A civilian employee of the United States Government under
51 the supervision of the commanding officer of any post. camp,
52 station. base or other military or naval installation located in this
:'13 State who is required, in the perfonnance of his official duties. to
54 carry firearms. and who is authorized to carry such fireanns by
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1 said commanding officer, while in the actual perfonnance of his
2 official duties;
3 (1) (a) A resuJarly employed member. includins a detective, of
4 the police department of any county or municipality, or of any
5 State, interstate, municipal or county park police force or
6 boulevard police force, at all times while in the State of New
7 Jersey;
8 (b) A special law enforcement officer authorized to carry a
9 weapon as provided in subsection b. of section 1 of P.L.1985,

10 c.439 (C.40A:14-146.14);
11 (c) An airport security officer or a special law enforcement
12 officer appointed by the governing body of any county or
13 municipality, except as provided in subsection b. of this section,
14 or by the commission. board or other body having control of a
15 county park or airport or boulevard police force, while engaged in
16 the actual perfonnance of his official duties and when
17 specifically authorized by the governing body to carry weapons; or
18 (8) A full-time. ..../lid member of a paid or part-paid fire
19 department or force of any municipality who is assigned full-time
20 or part - time to an arson investigation unit cr-eated purs-uant to
21 section 1 of P.L.1981. c.409 (C.40A:14-1.1) or to the county arson
22 investigation unit in the county prosecutor's office. while either
23 engaged in the actual perfonnance of arson investigation duties
24 or while actually on call to perfonn arson investigation duties and
25 when specifically authorized by the goveming body or the county
26 prosecutor, as the case may be, to carry weapons. Prior to being
27 pennitted to carry a firearm. such a member shall take and
28 successfully complete a fireanns training course administered by
29 the Police Training Commission pursuant to P.L.I961. c.S6
30 (C.52:11B-66 et seq.), and shall annually qualify in the use of a
31 revolver or similar weapon prior to being penoitted to carry a
32 firearm.
33 b. Subsections a.. b. and c. of N. J.S.2C:39-5 do not apply to:
34 (1) A law enforcement officer employed by a govemmental
35 agency outside of the State of New Jersey while actually engaged
36 in his official duties, provided. however, that he has first notified
37 the superintendent or the chief law enforcement officer of the
38 municipality or the prosecutor of the county in which he is
39 engaged; or
40 (2) A licensed dealer in fireanns and his registered employees
41 during the course of their nonnal business while traveling to and
42 from their place of business and other places for the purpose of
43 demonstration. exhibition or delivery in connection with a sale,
44 provided. however, that the weapon is carried in the m8lU1er
45 specified in subsection g. of this section.
46 c. Provided a person complies with the requirements of
47 subsection ;. of this section. subsections b. and c. of
48 N.J.S.2C:39-5 do not apply to:
49 (1) A special agent of the Division of Taxation who has passed
50 an examination in an approved police tra.inin8 program testing
51 proficiency in the handling of any fireano which he may be
52 required to carry, while in the actual perfonnance of his official
53 duties and while going to or from his place of duty. or any other
54 police officer, while in the actual perfonnance of his official
55 duties;
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1 (2) A State deputy CODSelVation officer or a full-time
2 employee of the Division of Parks and Forestry havial the power
3 of arrest and authorized to carry weapons. while in the actual
4 perfonnance of his official duties;
5 (3) (Deleted by amendment. P.L.l986. c.l50.)
6 (4) A court attendant selVing as such under appointment by the
7 sheriff of the cOWlty or by the judge cf any mWlicipal court or
8 other court of this State. while in the actual perfonnance of his
9 official duties;

10 (5) A guard in the employ of any railway express company.
11 banking or building and loan or savings and loan institution of this
12 State. while in the actual perfonnance of his official duties;
13 (6) A member of a legally recognized military organization
14 while actually \D1der orders or while going to or from the h

15 prescribed place of meeting and carrying the weapons prescribed
16 for drill. exercise or parade;
17 (7) An officer of the Society for the Prevention of Croelty to
18 Animals. w: ~le in the actual perfonnance of his duties; .
19 (8) An employee of a public utilities corporation actually
20 engaged in the transportation of explosives;
21 (9) A railway policeman. except a transit police officer of the
22 New Jersey Transit Police Department. at all times while in the
23 State of New Jersey. provided that he has passed an approved
24 police academy training program consisting of at least 280 hours.
25 The training program shall include. but need not be limited to.
26 the handling of fireanns, community relations. and juvenile
27 relations;
28 (10) A campus police officer appointed Wlder P.L.1970. c.211
29 (C.18A:6-4.2 et seq.) at all times. Prior to being pennitted to
30 carry a fireann. a campus police officer shall take and
31 successfully complete a fireanns training course administered by
32 the Police Training Commission. pursuant to P.L.1961. c.56
33 (C.52:17B-66 et seq.), and shall annually qualify in the use of a
34 revolver or similar weapon prior to being pennitted to carry a
35 fireann;
36 (11) A person who has not been convicted of a crime under the
37 laws of this State or under the laws of another state or the
38 United States, and who is employed as a full-time security guard
39 for a nuclear power plant under the license of the Nuclear
40 Regulatory Commission. while in the actual perfonnance of his
41 official duties;
42 (12) A transit police officer of the New Jersey Transit Police
43 Department. at alI times while in the State of New Jersey,
44 provided the officer has satisfied the training requirements of the
45 Police Training Commission. pursuant to subsection c. of section
46 2 of P.L.I989, c.291 (C.21:25-15.1); 1(0r)1
47 (13) A parole officer employed by the Bureau of Parole in the
48 Department of Corrections at all times. Prior to being pennitted
49 to carry a fireann. a parole officer shall take and successfully
50 complete a basic course for regular police officer traininl
51 administered by the Police Training Commission, pursuant to
52 P.L.1961. c.56 (C.52:11B-66 et seq.). and shall annually qualify in
53 the use of a revolver or similar weapon prior to being pennitted
54 to carry a fireann 1[.)i1
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1 (14) A Human Services police officer 2lb1viy the powers
2 afforded under subsection b. of R.S.30:4-14JZ at all times while in
3 the State of New lersey. 2[provided the officer has IUCC-'ullY

4 completed a fireanos trainiJyr course l(adrniDistendJ _lOVed1

5 by the Police Training Commission. purtIU8Ilt to P.Ll961. c.S6
6 (C.S2: 118-66 et Seq.), and shall annually qualify in the use of a
7 handllWl or similar weapon prior to being permitted to c8J'!'Y a
8 fireannJ as authorized by the Commissioner of Humen Services2.
9 d. (1) Subsections c. and d. of N.J.S.2C:39-5 do not apply to

10 antique fireanns. provided that such antique fireanns are
11 unloaded or are being fired for the purposes of exhibition or
12 demonstration at an authorized target range or in such other
13 manner as has been approved in writing by the chief law
14 enforcement officer of the municipality in which the exhibition
15 or demonstration is held. or if not held on property under the
16 control of a particular municipality. the superintendent.
17 (2) Subsection a. of N.}.S.2C:39-3 and subsection d. of
18 N.}.S.2C:39-5 do hut apply to an antique cannon that is capable
19 of being fired but that is unloaded and immobile. provided that
20 the antique cannon is possessed by (a) a scholastic institution. a
21 museum. a municipality. a county or the State. or (b) a person
22 who obtained a fireanns purchaser identification card as
23 specified in N.J.S.2C:58-3.
24 (3) Subsection a. of N.J.S.2C:39-3 and subsection d. of
25 N.].S.2C:39-5 do not apply to an unloaded antique cannon that is
26 being transported by one eligible to possess it. in compliance with
27 regulations the superintendent may promulgate. between its
28 pennanent location and place of purchase or repair.
29 (4) Subsection a. of N.}.S.2C:39-3 and subsection d. of
30 N.j.S.2C:39-5 do not apply to antique cannons that are being
31 loaded or fired by one eligible to possess an antique cannon, for
32 purposes of exhibition or demonstration at an authorized target
33 range or in the manner as has been approved in writing by the
34 chief law enforcement officer of the municipality in which the
35 exhibition or demonstration is held. or if not held on property
36 under the control of a particular municipality, the
37 superintendent. provided that performer has given at least 30
38 days' notice to the superintendent.
39 (5) Subsection 8.. of N.j.S.2C:39-3 and subsection d. of
40 N. j .S.2C:39-5 do not apply to the transportation of unloaded
41 antique cannons directly to or from exhibitions or demonstrations
42 authorized under paragraph (4) of subsection d. of this section.
43 provided that the transportation is in compliance with safety
44 regulations the superintendent may promulgate. Nor do those
45 subsections apply to transportation directly to or from exhibitions
46 or demonstrations authorized under the law of BOOther
47 jurisdiction. provided that the superintendent has been given 30
48 days 0 notice and that the transportation is in complience with
49 safety regulations the superintendent may promul.ate.
50 e. NothinS in subsections b.• c. and d. of N. J.S.2C:39-S shall be
51 construed to prevent a person keePinl or carryina about his place
52 of business, residence, premises or other land owned or poII8Ued
53 by him. any fireann. or from carryina the same. in the mumer
54 specified in subsection g. of this section. from any place of
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1 purchase to his residence or place of busin8ll5, between his
2 dwellins and his place of busin~. between one place of business
3 or residence and another when movins. or between his dwelli.nl or
4 place of business and place where such fireanns are repaired. for
5 the purpose of repair. For the purposes of this section. a place of
6 business shall be deemed to be a fixed location.
7 f. Nothing in subsections b.• c. and d. of N. J.S.2C:39-5 shall be
8 construed to prevent:
9 (1) A member of any rifle or pistol club ol'lanized in

10 accordance with the rules prescribed by the National Board for
11 the Promotion of Rifle Practice. in going to or t'rom a place of
12 target practice. carrying such fireanos as are necessary for said
13 target practice. provided that the club has filed a copy of its
14 charter with the superintendent and annually submits a list of its
15 members to the superintendent and provided further that the
16 fireanos are carried in the manner specified in subsection g. of
17 this section;
18 (2) Ape. '.Dn c"'rrying a fireano or knife in the woods or fields
19 or upon the waters of this State for the purpose of hWlting. target
20 practice or fishing. provided that the fireann or knife is legal and
21 appropriate for hWlting or fishing purposes in this State and he
22 has in his possession a valid hunting license. or. with respect to
23 fresh water fishing. a valid fishing license;
24 (3) A person transporting any fireano or knife while traveling:
25 (a) Directly to or from any place for the purpose of hunting or
26 fishing. provided the person has in his possession a valid h1Dlting
27 or fishing license; or
28 (b) Directly to or from any target range. or other authorized
29 place for the purpose of practice, match. target. trap or skeet
30 shooting exhibitions. provided in all cases that during the course
31 of the travel all fireanns are carried in the manner specified in
32 subsection g. of this section and the person has complied with all
33 the provisions and requirements of Title 23 of the Revised
34 Statutes and any amendments thereto and all rules and
35 regulations promulgated thereunder; or
36 (e) In the case of a fireano, directly to or from any exhibition
37 or display of fireanns which is sponsored by any law enforcement
38 agency. any rifle or pistol club. or any fireanos collectors club.
39 for the purpose of displaying the fireanns to the public or to the
40 members of the organization or club, provided, however. that not
41 less than 30 days prior to the exhibition or display, notice of the
42 exhibition or display shall be given to the Superintendent of the
43 State Police by the sponsoring organization or club, and the
44 sponsor has complied with such reasonable safety regulations as
45 the superintendent may promulgate. Any fireanJ1S transported
46 pursuant to this section shall be transported in the manner
47 specified in subsection g. of this section;
48 (4) A person from keeping or carrying about a private or
49 commercial aircraft or any boat, or from transporting to or from
50 such vessel for the purpose of installation or repair a visual
51 distress signalling device approved by the United States Coast
52 Guard.
53 g. All weapons being transported under parlllraph (2) of
54 subsection b.. subsection e.. or paragraph (1) or (3) of subsection



1

2

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44

~ 45
46
41

4H
40

50
51

52

53
54

A2177 [2R]
7

f. of this section shall be carried unloaded and contained in a
closed and fastened case. gunbox. securely tied package. or
locked in the tnmk of the automobile in which it is being
transported. and in the course of travel shall include only such
deviations as are reasonably necessary \meler the circwnstances.

h. Nothing in subsection d. of N. J.S.2C:39-5 shan be construed
to prevent any employee of a public utility. as defined in
R.S.48:2-13. doins business in this State or any United States
Postal Service employee. while in the actual performance of
duties which specifically require regular and frequent visits to
private premises. from possessing. carrying or using any device
which projects. releases or emits any substance specified as being
noninjurious to canines or other animals by the Commissioner of
Health and which immobilizes only on a temporary basis and ..
produces only temporary physical discomfort through being
vaporized or otherwise dispensed in the air for the sole purpose of
rept:'Png canine or other animal attacks.

The device shall be used solely to repel only those canine or
other animal attacks when the canines or other lUlimals are not
restrained in a fashion sufficient to allow the employee to
properly perform his duties.

Any device used pursuant to this act shall be selected from a
list of products. which consist of active and inert ingredients,
permitted by the Commissioner of Health.

i. Nothing in N. J.S.2C:39-5 shall be construed to prevent any
person who is 18 years of age or older and who has not been
convicted of a felony. from possession for the purpose of personal
self-defense of one pocket-sized device which contains and
releases not more than three-quarters of an ounce of chemical
substance not ordinarily capable of lethal use or of inflicting
serious bodily injury. but rather. is intended to produce temporary
physical discomfort or disability through being vaporized or
otherwise dispensed in the air. Any person in possession of any
device in violation of this subsection shall be deemed and
adjudged to be a disorderly person. and upon conviction thereof.
shall be punished by a fine of not less than $100.00.

j. A person shall qualify for an exemption from the provisions
of N.J .~.2C:39-5. as specified under subsections a. and c. of this
sectioll. if the person has satisfactorily completed a fireanns
training course approved by the Police Training Commission.

Such exempt person shall not possess or carry a firearm until
the person has satisfactorily completed a firearms training course
and shall annually qualify in the use of a revolver or similar
weapon. For purposes of this subsection. a "fireanns training
course" means a course of instruction in the safe use,
maintenance and storage of firearms which is approved by the
Police Training Commission. The commission shall approve a
fireanns training course if the requirements of the course are
substantially equivalent to the requirements for firearms training
provided by police training courses which are certified under
section 6 of P.L.1961. c.56 (C.52:17B-71). A person who is
specified in paragraph (I). (2). (3) or (6) of subsection a. of this
section shall be exempt from the requirements of this subsection.

k. Nothing in subsection d. of N.J.S.2C:39-5 shall be construed
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1 to prevent any financial institution, or eny duly authorized
2 penonnel of the institution, from poll-ina, carryiq or UIiDI for
3 the protection of money or property, any device which projects,
4 releases or emits tear 185 or other substances intended to
5 produce temporary physical discomfort or tempnary
6 identification.
1 (cf: P.L.1993, c.246, 5.2)
8 23. (New section) No Human Services DOlice officer shall
9 carry a fireann unless specificallY authorized bY the

10 Commissioner of Human Services and provided that the officer
11 has satisfactorily completed a buic fireanns course required by
12 the Police TraininB Commission.2
13 24. (New section) Human Services police officen· appointed
14 pursuant to R.S.30:4-14 shall satisfy the traininB requirements
15 establilhed by the Police TraininB Commission 88 follows:
16 a. A1.J~fficel'i appointed pul'SUant to this section after the
17 effective date of this act shall successfully complete, within one
18 year of the date of their appointment. a traininB course approved
19 by the Police Traininl Commission;
20 b. All officers appointed and in employment on the effective
21 date of this act may continue in employment if. within 18 months
22 of the effective date of this act. they have satisfied the traininl
23 requirements of the Police TraininB Commillionj and .
24 c. The Cornmi8lioner of Humen Services may request from the
25 Police TraininB Commillion an exemRtion from all or part of the
26 traininl regwrements of this section OIl behalf of a current or
21 pl'Olp8Ctive officer who demonstrates IUCc_ful completion of a
28 police trainilyl coune conducted bY any federal. state or other
29 HUC or private u8I!CY. the requirements of which are
30 substantiallv equivalent to the requirements of the Police
31 TraininB Commiuion.2
32 1[3.] ~1 This act shall take effect immediately.
33
34
35
36
31 Accords full police powers to certain trained Human services
38 police officers.
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~EMBLYt No. 2171

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED SEPTEMBER 29, 994

By Assemblyman ROMA and Assemblywoman HECI<

AN ACT concerning the powers of Depar:tment of Human
Services, police officers. and amending' R.S.30:4-14 and
N. J.S.2C:39-6.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and Generql Assembly o/the
Stare 0/ New Jersey:

l.R;S.30:4-14 is amended to read as follows~

30:4-14. a. The Commissioner of [the Department of
- ' " "',,, ,"\1; , '

Institutions and Agencies) HU'llan servi~~~',~~h the approval of
the [Attomey-General) Atto~eYC;e~erali:lmay, in writing,
appoint as many (special] policemenforeaclj'tate institution as
(he] the, commissioner may consider nece~II~:,to preser..e order
in and about the institution. [Such aPPOi.,tm'~ois shaU'be made on
written application of the president of ~~~,~~fd ofmlll1alersor
trustees... A person so appointed shilllsea;Y~"#ithoutexpense to
the State. Within the territory prescribed"ij!nd for the time
limited he shall have the same powersas":~'const8ble of the
cOWlty or police officer of a city in crlminall,<:ases. HiS special
duty shall be to preserve order in III1daboutthe institution with
power to arrest and hold any offenderagains't the public peace
wi thin the limits of his commission.)'

'"I
b.AHuman Service police officer apPOinted, pursUlll1t to this

section, shall, while soinS to and frOmhil!iphl~~,of dut!{andwhile
in the actual performance of hisoffiCiaLdutii~!'within",'the ,State.
be ,'emPOwered to act as an'orficei;i,fbr' the';.deteC'tion.
apprehenSion. arrest and conviction~fcitt'ebde§,.la~tthei~w.

c.>,ln'addition to the powers set ··ftiith;Jis~i'iUbl;ectionb.of. this
sect ion;·afty Human Services police offict!f';. ;ibas.satisfactorily
completed a basic training course 8pprov~a'birtHe p'dli~eTtiildng
CommisSion. as pro\'ided b)' P.L.1969. C.S8(CJ52:1,S;:'66et.:Sea.).
shall'have full power of arrest foranYCrlrrte committed in his
presenceanvwhere within the territorial lirnHsof the State of
Sew Jerse)'.
(cf: P.L.1957. c.60. 5.1)

2. N. r.S.2C:39-6 is amended to read as follows:
2C:39-6. a. Provided a person complies wi~h the requirements

of subsection j. of this section. N. J.S.2C:39-5 does not apply to:
(l) Members of the Anned Forces of the ~nited States or of

the National Guard while actually on duty,! or while traveling
between places of duty and carrying authorifed weapons in the
manner prescribed by the appropriate military luthori ties:

(2) Federal law enforcement officers. and! lII1y other federal
officers and employees required to' carri' fireanns in the
perfonnance of their official duties:

EXPLANATION--Mall.r .nclos.d in bold-fac.d bretkelS (thus] in lhe
abo~. bill is not .nacl.d and is int.nded to be O~i~tld in the law.

Maller und.rlin.d thwl is n.w matler.
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(3) Members of the State Police and. under conditions
prescri~ed by the superintendent. membe~ of the Marine Law
Enforcement Bureau of the Division of StateiPolice:

(4) A sheriff, undersheriff, sheriff's officer, county
prosecutor. assistant prosecutor. prosecutor's detective or
investigator. deputy attomey general or State investigator
employed by the Division of Criminal Justice of the Department
of Law and Public Safety, investigator e~ployed by the St~te

Commission of Investigation. inspector of the Alcoholic Beverage
Control Enforcement Bureau of the Division of StatePo!ice in
the Department of Law and Public Safetyl authorized to carry
such weapons by the Superintendent of Stfte Police. State park
ranger. or State conservation officer:

(5) A prison or jail warden of any penal iQstitution in this State
or his deputies. or an employee of the Del;J.~~tment of Cor.rections
engaged in the interstate transportation of convicted offenders.
while in the performance of his duties, ~d when required to
possess the weapon by his superior officer. or a correction officer
or keeper of a penal institution in this Stat~ at all times while in
the State of New Jersey, provided he annually passes an
examination approved by the superintendent .testing his
proficiency in the han~1ing of firearms:. .

(6) A civilian employee of the Unitecl States Govemment WIder
the supervision of the commanding offic.'rof any post. camp,

·1

station. base or other military or navalinst~~lationlQCated in this
State who is required, in the performance Of his official duties, to
carry firearms. and who is authorized to c~rry such firearms by
said commanding officer. while in the act~al performance of his
official duties:

(7) (a) A regularly employed member. in~luding a detective. of
the police department of any county or ro~icipality. or of any
State. interstate. municipal or county park police. force· or
boulevard police force. at all times while in the State of New
Jersey:

(b) A special law enforcement officer. authorized to carry a
weapon as provided in subsection b. of section 7 of P.L.19B5.
c.439 (C.40A:14-H6.14):

(c) An airport security officer or a special law enforcement
oUicer appointed by the goveming body of any county or
municipality. except as provided in subsec~ion b. of this section.
or by the commission. board or other body having control ofa
county .. park or airport or boulevard policef~rce, while engaged in
the actual performance of his offici~l duties and when
specifically authorized by the govemingbody to carry weapons: or

(B) A fulJ-time. paid member of a P~id or part-paid fire
department or force of any municipality w* is assigned full-time
or part-time to an arson investigation Wlit created pursuant to,

section 1 of P.L.19B1. c.409 (C.40A:14-7.1)!or to the county arson
investigation unit in the county prosecutor:s office. while either
engaged in the actual performance of arsc>n investigation duties
or while actually on call to perform arson ~"estigation rluties and
when specifically authorized by the govenltJlg body or the cOWlty
prosecutor, as the case may be. to carry w~apons. Prior to being
pennitted to carry a firearm. such a member shall take and

•,
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successfully complete a fireanns trainina course a~tered by
the Police Training Commission pursuant to P.....1961, c.56
(C,52:17B-66eLseq.). and shall annually qualify in :the use. of a
revolver orsimllar weapon prior to being pennitted to carry a
fireann.

b. Subsections a.• b. and c. of N.J.S.2C:39-5 do not apply to:
- 1-

(1) A law enforcement officer employed by a Jovemmental
agency outside .. of the State of New Jersey while al:t~a1IY enaa8ed
in his official duties. provided. however. that hehBlslnrst notified
the superintendent or the chief law enforcement Qfficer of the
municipality or the prosecutor of the county in 1whichhe is
engaged: or

(2) A licensed dealer in fireanns and his register~d employees
during the course of their nonnal business while tr~~elin8 to and
from their place of business and other places for tlie purpose of
demonstration. exhibition or delivery in connecti()~.witha sale.
provided. however. that the weapon is carried in!: the manner
specified insubsection g. of this section.

c. Provided a person complies with the requirements of
subsection j.of this section. subsections b. and c. of
N. J.S.2C:39-5 do not apply to:

(1) A special agent' of the Division of Taxation~hohas passed
an examination in an approved police trainingp..qgram testing
proficiency in . the handling of any fireannwhiC~ he may be
required to carry. while in the· actual perfonnance~fhis official
duties and while going to or from hisplar.e of-duty~or any other
police officer. while in the actual perfonnance 0' his official
duties:

(2) A State deputy conservation officer or. a full-time
employee .of the Division of Parks and Forestry ha\jing the power
of arrest and authorized to carry weapons. while in the actual
performance of his official dut ies:

(3) (Deleted b)' amendment. P.L.1986. c.150.)
(4) A court attendant serving as such under appoitttment ,by the

sheriff of.the county or by the judge of any ~uni~;pal court or
other court of this State. while in the actual performance. of his
official duties; .

(5) A guard in the employ of any railway express compariY.
banking or building and loan or savings and loan ins~(tution of this
State. while in the actual perfonnance of his officialiduties;

(6) A member of a legally recognized milita"'! orsanization
while actually under orders or while loingto for from the
prescribed place of meeting and carryina the weapOns prescribed
for drill. exerCise or parade: ,

(7) An officer of the Society for the Preventioniof CnJelty to
Animals. while in the actual perfonnance of his duti~s:

(8) An employee of a public utilities corpor~tion actually
- -,

engaged in the transportation of explosives:
(9) A railway policeman. except a transit police bfficer of the

New Jersey Transit Police Department. at all timeS while in the
State of New Jersey. provided that he has passed! an approved
police academy training program consistina of at l~ast 280 hours.
The training program shall include. but need not ~ Umited to.
the handling of fireanns. community relations.; and juvenile

;

1
~,,,
~
,'i
it

I

I'·....
~
~

l,
f
I

!
I

I



1

2
3
4

5
6
7

B
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
1'7
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
21
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54

A2177
4

relations;
(10) Acainpus police officer appointed under ~.L.1970. c.211

(C.18A:6-4,~ e~ seq.) at all times. Prior to beina pennitted to
carry, a fire~rm. a campus pollce orficer~a11 take and
successfullycQ'mplete a fireanns trainins course.aFtwstttred by
the Poli<:e Trtinins Commission. pursuUlt to....L.1961. c.56

.. ,I:

(C.52:11B-66et seq.). and shall annually qualifyiJl the use of a
revolver or similar weapon prior to being penni.'ed to carry a

" . I

fireann; .,1
(11) A person who has not been convicted of ~cpmeUJlderthe

laws of this State or under the laws of anottl~~ state or the
United States; and who is employed as afun':'tim~ltJecurity guard
for a nuclear power plant under the licenseo! the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission. while in the actualperfrlnnance of his
official duties; , . ,

(12) Atr~it police officer of the New JerseyjTransit Police
Department; at all times while in the 8,tate C)fi New Jersey.
provided the officer has satisfied the trainingreq",i,ements of the
Police Trainins Commission. pursuant to subsection c. of section
2 of P.L.1989.c.291 (C.2'7:25-15.1); or

(13) A parole ofricer employed by the Bureauofi Parole in the
Department of,Corrections at all times. priorto~,t!inspennitted
to carry a fireann. a parole officer shall take~d successfully
complete a basic course for regular polic:e~fficer. training
administered by the Police Training Commissi9Q, .Pursuant 'to
P.L.1961.c.56(C.52:17B-66 et seq.). and shallannUaUyqualifyin

".1., . ,
the use of a revolver or similar weapon priorto"Jing~nnilted

to carry a fireann. I
(14) A Human Sel'Vices police officerhavinM the powers

afforded under. subsection b. of R.S~30:4;;'1.'atiall!~llimestwhi1ein

the Stat~orNew Iersey. provide~t~~,;~t~i~~r~~,,~~~fU1ty
complet~da if~Teanns tfainins cou~~~~rnilrl~~~r~li,~-:t~~t~olice
Trainins,c:olll~ission. pursuant toP.~.t~1?,~:;~~,[~~.~2:1~~~66et
Seq.I. arid, shall~!annually qualify inltbe.evOfIai~~'jm-or similar
weapon prior tOe being pennitted ·tocaR~a"f~I'~!~~i'"

d. (1) Subsections c. and d. of N;J~S.2lJ:39;.,~"donot apply to
antique fireanns. provided that such' antique I fireanns are
unloadedQr are being fired for the pUlWSesof. exhibition or
denlo~trationat an authorized target renltOr!in such other
mBMer .as has been approved in writin8by~he.cbief law
enforcement-officer of the municipality in which ithe eadlibition
or demonstration is held, or if not held on pr(jpertyunder the
controlor a particular municipality. thesuperintel1~ent. .

(2) Subsection a. of N.j.S.2C:39-3 and~_ection d. of
N. J.S.2C:39-S4o not apply to an antique cannon ~hat is capable
of beins fired but that is unloaded and immobile! provided that
the antiquecaMon is possessed by (a) a scholastiq institution. a
museum, a municipality. a county or the State. 'r(b) a person
who obtained a fireanns purchaser identifica~ion card as
specified in N.J.S.2C:58-3.. i

(3) Subsection a. of N. J.S.2C:39-3 and su~..ection d. of
N.J.S.2C:39...5do not apply to an unl08dedantiq~8.....•. cannon that is
beina transported by one eligible to possess it. inC, mpliance with
regulations the superintendent may Pl'OmUlgate~ between its
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pennanent location and place of purchase or repa~r.

(4) Subsection a. of N.J.S.2C:39-3CU\d"bsection d. of
N.J.S.2C:39~5 do not apply to antique canno~ that are being
loaded or fired by one eligible to· possess an an~ique cannon. for
purposes of exhibition or demonstration at ",~uthorized tarset

. ·,1> . .
range or in the manner as has been approvedW writinS by the
chief law enforcement officer of the municip-Uty in which the
exhibition or demonstration is held. or if not '~eJd on property
under the control of a particular m\ulicipality. the
superintendent. provided that perfonner has given at least 30
days' notice to the superintendent. .

(5) Subsection a. of N. J.S.2C:39-3 and ~bsection d. of
N. J.S.2C:39-5 do not apply to the transporta~ion of unloaded
antique cannons directly to or from exhibitio~ ~r demonstrations
authorized under paragraph (4) of subsection'dL of this section.
provided that the transportation is in compHiimce with safety
regulations the superintendent may promulgat~. Nor do tbose,
subsections apply to transportation directly toar from exhibitions
or demonstrations authorized under the . l:aw of another
jurisdiction. provided that the superintendent has been given 30
days' notice and that the transportation is. in :compliance with
safety regulations the superintendent may promQ~gate.

e. Nothing in subsectionsb.. c. and d. of N.l.$~2C:39-5 shall be
construed to prevent a person keeping or carryirtg about his place
of business.. residence. premises or other land ~~ed or possessed
b~' him; any fireann, or from carrying the sa~e. in tbe manner
specified in subsection g. of this section. f~m anyplace of
purchase to his residence or place of busioFss. between his
dwelling and his place of business. between onel,place of business
or residence and another when moving. or between his dwelling or
place of business and place where such firea~siare repai~ed. for
the purP9se of repair. For the purposes of this~ection.a place of
business shall be deemed to be a fixed location. .

f. Nothir;'1g in subsections boo c. and d. of N.).S.2C:39-5 shall be
construed to prevent:

(1) A· member of any rifle or pistolc~uborganized in
accordance with the roles prescribed by the 1'l~tional Board for
the Promotion of Rifle Practice. in going~~y~r from a place of
target practice. carrying such fireanns aS8t'e~ecessaryfor said
target practice. provided that the club hasf~led a copy of its

I
charterwjth the superintendent and ann\Jally submits a list of its
members to the superintendent and provided I further that the
fireanns are carried in the manner specified irl subsection g. of

I

this section:
(2) A person carrying a fireann or knife in t~e woods or fields

or upon the waters of this State for the purpose!of hunting. target
practice or fishing. provided that the fireann or !knife is legal and
appropriate for hwlting or fishing purposes in Itbis State and he
has in his possession a valid hunting license. or. with respect to

1

fresh water fishing. a \'alid fishing license: I

(3) A person transporting any fireann or knife while traveling:
I

(a) Directly to or from any place for the pUJ;Pose ofhunting or
fishina. provided the person has in his possessi~n a valid hunting
or fishing license:or'
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(b) Directly to or fJ.'Orn any tarletrange. or other .\1titorized
place for the purpose of pra~tice'J1l~tch.tarset,tr.p4)r~keet
shQOting exhibitions. pJ.'OVidedin aUc~es that durinttheG,ul'$e..
of the travel all firearms are carried!in the manner specified in
subsection I. of this sec;tionand the~rson has compU8diwi.th~ll,
the provisions and requirements of.iTitle 23 of the Revised
Statutes and any amendments theteto and all·· rules e.nd

." , I

regulations promulgated thereunder: or '
(c) In the case of a fireann. directlY to or from 8JlY exhi~iti(,)n

or display of fireanns which isspo~*ed by any la\\"el'lfo~ement

agency. any rifle or. pistol club. or~r fireanns coltect(,)"!r.:1U1).
for, the purpose of displayins.the fire~Fs to t}Je pl.l~~ic ~rtCJthe
members of the organization or clu~.provided. howe"er.thatQOt. . ' +. .' .: .' ...•...
less than 30 days prior to theexhibi;~i~por display,notice!Ohe
exhibition or display shall be given .,,·l·the SuPerintepdentof th~

State Police by thesP9nsorinlQ 'I, 'zati~n:or Cl~_.·",~ the
sponsor has complied with such l'ea,."llle safety reJUlatiOI'JS8S
the superintendent may promu1s11te, !Any fireannstransP,Qrted

pursuant to this section shall be Jl'ansported in the rnBJUler
specified in subsection g. of this sectic)~;
.. (4) A person fromkeepins .0r:C:ll~rying abo\,1t.apriv~teo~
commercial aircraft or anyboat.or:.fJ!pm transport~ltoorfl'Om

. such vessel for the purpose of .insta)lationor rePair a vi~al
distress signalling device approved by the United States Coast
Guard. ..•

g. All weapons being transporte~ underparag~aJ)h'(2).of

SUbs.ection b.. subsection e.. or .p.aragta,ph.., (1) or (3)O.f ·.su...•.....: e.ctJ.·..on... " " ' , " .' ,,'-- -- '-l: .c' -~ - " "'.' __ •

f..of this sectio.n shall be carried ~loaded and c9~tain~dina

closed and fastened case. gUnbox.~ecurely .tied ..c~~~e.()r
locked in the trunk of the autorn9~ile in whichi.ti~/bein~
transported. and in the.course of trtiy:el shallincl~!!()~l~~~~h
deviati.ons ,as ~re reaSQn~blyneCess~l}'~dert~ecirc~l;t~~1'$ .••·...•. ,.

h. Nothmg 10 subsec,hond. of N..] .S.~C:39 ...5shaU,.,(lC)~~rue~
to pre,'ent any employee of a putilic utility. asd~f~~(JJn .
R.S.48:2-13. doing businesS in this~~ate or ~y UnitedStat~s .
Posta) Service employee,. Whilein)~eactu~ perfC)nri8llc~()f

duties which specifically. require rlt~ar .~d frequ~m~~it$ '" t~
private premises• .from possessing.~a~ryin80r USin8aJ)~ ~eviclt
which projects. releases or emits anys~b$tancespec:i~~eclas~eing
noninjurious to canines or other anirn*ls bytbe COrn.....i~i~~erof
Health and which imn\oblUzesonly,.~n a. ternP,OJ'a~b8~i$ ,and
produces only temporary phYSical'~8Comfort UltoU8bbei~g
vaporized or otherwise dispensedinth.e.... i,air for the sole purptSe of, '

repelling canine or other animalattack•.
The device shall be used solely to"'pel only those canine Or

other animal attacks when the canin~s or other animats,'teftOt
restrained in a fashion sufficient t~ allow the employee to
properly perform his duties. . '

Any device used puuuant to this ac. shall be selected flOm a
hst of products. which consist of ~cltive and inert inlredients.
pennitted by the Commissioner of He.ath. .

i. Nothin~ in N. J.S.2C:39...5 sh.al.l .•..;~ •.. const. ruedt..o....'... fe..... v.•. ·•.. '......•....nt.....ln.....•........Iy.'.... 'person who JS 18 yeats of age or Ol~ I' and who h~nol'be8!l

convicted of a felony. from possessionifor the purposeofpersooal
I
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1 self-defense of om~ pocket-sized device which contains and
2 releases not lI10re !h;1I1 three-qu(lrtf~rs of an ounce of chemical
3 substance not orr!llli'l'l!Y capable of ldhal use or of inflictmg
4 serious bodily miury. but rather, is intended to produce temporary
5 physical discomfort or disability through being vaporized or
6 otherwise dispensed ill the air. Any person in possession of any
7 device in violation of this subsection shall be deemed and
8 adjudged to be a disorderly person, and upon conviction thereof.
9 shall be punished by a fine of not less than $100.00.

10 j. A person shall qualify for an exemption from the provisions
11 of N. J.S.2C:39-5, as specified under subsections a. and c. of this
12 section, if the person has satisfactorily completed a firearms
13 training course approved by the Police Training Commission.
14 Such exempt person shall not possess or carry a firearm until
15 the person has satisfactorily completed a firearms t raining course
16 and shall annually qualify in the use of a revolver or similar
17 weapon. For purposes of this subsection, a "firearms training
18 course" means a course of instruction in the safe use.
19 maintenance and storage of firearms which is approved by the
20 Police Training Commission. The commission shall approve a
21 firearms training course if the requirements of the course are

22 substantially equivalent to the requirements for firearms training
23 provided by police training courses which are certified under
24 section 6 of P.L.1961, c.56 (C.52:17B-71). A person who is
25 specified in paragraph (1), (2), (3) or (6) of subsection a. of this
26 section shall be exempt from the requirements of this subsection.
27 k. Nothing in subsection d. of N.J.S.2C:39-5 shall be construed
28 to prevent any financial institution, or any duly authorized
29 personnel of the institution, from possessing, carrying or using for
30 the protection of money or property, any device which projects.
31 releases or emits tear gas or other substances intended to
32 produce temporary physical discomfort or temporary
33 identification.
34 (cf: P.L.1993, c.246, s.2)
35 3. This act shall take effect immediately.
36
37
38 STATEMENT
39
40 This bill gives Human Services police officers who successfully
41 complete a Police Training Commission training program full
42 police powers throughout the State. Currently, Human Services
43 police officers may exercise police powers only while in the
44 actual performance of their duties. Under this bill, Human
45 Services police officers who complete an approved training
46 program would Iw iluthorized to exercise full police powers
-17 thoughout tile Stall; U1cluding the power of arrest for crimes
48 committed in their presence.
49 The bill also authorizes those officers who have statewide
50 police powers to carry a firearm while off-duty. The authority to
51 carry a firearm off-duty is contingent, however, upon the officer
52 successfully completing a Police Training Commission firearms
53 course and annually requalifying in the use of that firearm.
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2
3 Accords full police powers to certain trained Human Services
4 police officers.



ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY. LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY
COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 2177
with committee amendments

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: JANUAR Y 19. 1995

The Assembly Judiciary, Law and Public Safety Committee
reports favorably and with committee amendments Assembly
Bill No. 21i7.

This bill gives Human Services police officers who successfully
complete a Police Training Commission training program full police
powers throughout the State. Currently, Human Services police
officers may exercise police powers only while in the actual
performance of their duties. Under this bill, Human Services police
officers who complete an approved training program would be
authorized to exercise full police powers throughout the State
including the power of arrest for crimes committed in their
presence. .\s originally introduced. the bill amended R.S.30:4-14 to
provide that the Commissioner of Human Services may, in writing,
appoint as many policemen for each State institution as the
commissioner may consider necessary to preserve order in and
about the institution. The committee amended this section of the
bill to omit the approval of the Attorney General. The reference to
appointing as many policemen as may be necessary to preserve
order was changed to in accordance with the applicable statutory
law, rules and regulations.

The committee added language in subsection b. of R.S.30:4-14
to provide that these officers are authorized to carry fireanns or
other weapons only when so authorized by the Commissioner of
Human Services.

The bill also authorizes those officers who have Statewide police
powers and are authorized to carry a firearm to carry a firearm
while off-duty by amending N.J.S.2C:39-6. The authority to carry
a firearm off-duty is contingent, however, upon the officer
successfully completing a Police Training Commission firearms
course and annually requalifying in the use of that fireann.

The committee amended section 2 of the bill to clarify that the
Human Services officer must successfully complete a firearms
training course which is approved rather than administered by the
Police Training Commission.
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AmtBLY,lo.2177 . . ..... ..
(Sponsored by Assemblyman Roma and ~bl,.man Heck)

REPLACE SECy 1 TO REAp; .
1. R.S.30:4-14~;amendedto read as follows:
30:4-14. !: The Commissioner of (the 0Fpartment of

(nslitutiqnsand Agencies) Human s.,rvi~~'I",it~ ~heapproval of
the (Attorney-General) AtiOmer~~ral.ll.tnaJ. in ,writing.
appoint' l[as many [special) POlic.me~:Jor t!a~~Siat. institution
as [hel. the commissioner may~olJSider ~~!i5@J!¥to .ereserve
o . er ilia about the instituti~nl~~~to.~~., position. of

alice Fticer to serve as law '.enfomement .officers .. for the
Departnlent of Human serviceiin.ctuliB~F·~th aPPlicable
statut0rYllw. rules and reiUl;~tloIl51.tSlll:b~rtitill.l~lents shall be
madeon\Nritten application oflhe.. pr~i~~nt?fi. the hoard of
managers or trustees. A person sOappoint~d'shal~! sel'\-ewithout
expense to the State. \\7ithintheterritury p~st:r1qfd and for the
time Hmi~ed he shan have the same powei'sas a.S~nStable,of the
cOWltyor.~liceofficer of a city incriminalca5~. His special
duty shall be to preserve order in. andaboutthe,bstitution with
power, to' a~rest and hold any offender •. against th~ public. peace
within the Iimits of his commi$Sion.) .

b..... 1+. Human .1(ServicelSel"Vi~~1.;~~~ff.ofli~«r .al!JJ!!~ted
ursuant,tniithis sectionshaB···. whiiej.i· ·····1;lill~.f&it\;Ns" .Ice ·of

duty 'aiid!~hile in the actuat·peita~~i'·(j~~j6tjiif'llflutieS

withih,lhe,§,State. be empOi!~ritclft!;illi~~"iJ~;i~lil~~lt~t':.f,~l,';tbe
deteCtion.D,a rehension. ·arrest.jfit;i,c*'ViD'\.ll~:Ot·,ofiiMerS
againSt' ih~;i\law 1. exce t' that .:'rlie",:6ffiiiil' " '~.~. ":';Blttecl

,. :,:.;' ," 'C':'!; -,,' -: _ ',' '., :'~:'>:_ :":iK"·'~I.-;~~ji~::;:,):k''''':';?·'~:''.''3<;'t~i_:f_-_:~", :-':, :; ,~">,':\i~:,;"T~

toca~ryfi~arms or otherw,apg~,CNit~i~llen!alit~ttzecrlOdOso
by theCC)?!~isssionerof HumariSt;~~~i:it~•. ,...'1

c.lriadBition to the powerSsel';fot:thi:issulisec~'ionb.of!this
sect ioll. arr' Human' Services'liclt"ti"i~it\~i\i;i;ic ':.$IltiSf'actoril
com l~tea:!.:. basic tra" coUrSe)''''''"'''''''':'''''{jj';;::iMf'"",., .inil) I . ." ..1
ComMissiocni as rovided b,p:t .'{6Mil, 'i'i""iollI·,;e~t.~~ P.LG~"~/~J.!
sliaU,1lIveC:ifull wer of arrest ot~.!":~cnM 1Il!!o!lft.,·~

pie$irite:.•il\ywhere within the terrltorlaiiimitsoftba State of
'ii.' .T. . ' '·1

Newf_II6Y.:v I
(cf: P,LI9S7. c.60. 5.1)"

RiRW'~I'ECTlO.2TO BEAp;
2. N;1~S~2C:;g:61S amended to read asfoUows: .i

2C:~~ .. a. Provided a p8ts011 COI1l1lIi••.., requirements
of subleC:ti~ j. of this section. N.l.5.2<::39-S..i"'~appt, 10:

(1)"embers of the Armed Forces of tlleUnlteWl Stat. or of
the Nat.... Cuard while actuall, Oft ....".ot." . tM~ .
betw~ptaces of duty and ~.u~tUId'· ... , .' in the
manne'....ribed by the approptlat.:cI\tllt~~••..•........ tilS:

(2) Federal law enfoft:em.tClffl~~"o.... fediIral
officefSW employees rell'dNd toc,",.' . . ia··the
performlll1Ce uf then official duties:
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relations:
(10) A campus police officer appointed under P.L.1970. c.211

(C.18A:6-4.2 et seq.)';"at all times. Prior td beina permitted to
carry a firearm. a campus police off,cJ:er sillill take and
successfully complete a firearmstrainina cO~l'Se administered by
the Police Trainina Commission. pUl'Suan~ to P.L.1961. c.56
(C.52: 17B-66 et seq.). and shan annually qu~lify in the use of a
revolver or similar weapon prior to beina pennitted to carry a
firearm:

(t1) A person who has not been convicted!of a crime under the
laws of this State or under the laws of ariother state or the
United States. and who is employed as a f~-time security guard
for a nuclear power plant under the lic~Pse of the Nuclear
Regulat9ry Commission. while in the actual performance of his
official duties:

(12) A transit police officer of the New Jersey Transit Police
Department. at all times while· in the St.te of New Jersey.
provided the officer has satisfied the trainms requirements of the

Poli.ce ..T..raining Commission. p.ursu~t.. · to SLi"ection c. of section. . \ '.
2 of P.L.1989. c.291 (C.21:25-10.1). r-j ..

(13) A parole officer employed by the B\Ireau of Pamlfl in the
Department of Corrections at all t,imes. Pribr to beins pennitted
to carry a fireann. a parole officer shallt~ke and successfully
complete a basic course for regular police officer training
administered by the Police Training Comtnission. pursuant to
P.L.1961. c.56 (C.52:11B-66 etseq.). and shiJll annually qualify in
the use of a revolver or similar weapon pri9r to beins pennitted. ' ..
to carry a firea~ ] I ,

14'A Human S6rvices lice officer! havin the wers
afforded under subsection b. of R;S;30:4;"1.~ laUtimes while in
the,St~.~e of New· Jersey. ero",ided~h~.,Ofij~~~ he.s,'succ:elLsfully
compiet.~d a fireanns tr8inms:courSe~radffiinistereaJiaeptVV'edl

";","';";'" '., ". ,'iP''L)'. . ... ,'.'".'.'
by "the ,Police Trainins CommisSi~n. p~rs~ilht.to'Pc.iL.196~1·c.56
(C.52:1~B-66 et sea.). and shan. 8Muallf,~alifY.·ilJ~heuseof. a
handsurt,or similar weapon prior tobelnS2,petmit,ted; toeatry a
firearin. . ':

d.1i}"""Subsections c. and d. of N. J.S.2C;39-5 do not apply to
antique firearms. provided that such antique firearms are
unloaded or are being fired for the purpqses of exhibition or
demonstration at an authorized tarset r~8e or in such other
manner as has been approved in writ!n' by the· chief law
enforcement officer of the municipality iniwhich the exhibition
or demonstration is held. or if not heldo~ property under the
control of a particular municipality. thes~I'I~intendent.

(2) Subsection ·a. of N.J.S.2C:39-3" -*d subsection d. of
N., .S.2C:39-5 do not apply to an antique c~n that is capable
of beina fired but that is unloaded and imfnobUe. provided that
the antique cannon is possessed by (a) a sc~oluticinstitution. 8

museum. a municipality. a county or the ~tate. or (b) a ~el'SOn
who obtained a firearm~ purchaser identification card as
s~cified in N.).S.2C:58-3." .

(3) Subsection a. of N.,.S.2C:39-3 and subsection d. of
N. J.S.2C:39-5 do not apply to an unloaded ~tique c8MOnthat is
beinatransported by one eligible to possess it in compliance with
regulations the superintendent may ptor4ulaate. between its
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pennanent location and place of purch8. or repair.
(4) S"blsection a. of N.J.S.2C:3Q-3 end s~bsection d. of

N.J.S.2C:39~5 do not apply to antique cMllOft!l that are beinS
loaded ottired by one eliaible to possess an an~ique cannon. for
purposes of exhibition or demonstration at ~.uthorized tarset
range or in the manner as hIS been approve(l'i~writing by. the
chief law enforcement officer of the muni~i~ity in which the
exhibition or demonstration is held, or if not.~eld on property
under the control of a particular mpmcipality. the
superintendent. provided that performer has mven at least 30
days I notice to the sU(1etintendent. i

(5) Subsection a. of N.J.S.2C:39-3 and~ubsection d. of
N.J.S.2C:39-5 do not apply to lhe transpor~a~ion of unloaded
antique cannons directly to or from exhibitionsQr demonstrations
authorized under paragraph (4) of subsectiond) of this section.
provided that the transportation is in compLi~ce with safety
regulations the superintendent may prom~~,~t~. Nor do those
subsections apply to transportation.directly to or! from exhibitions
or demonstrations authorized under the law of another
jurisdiction. provided that the superintendent~~ been given 30
days' notice and that the transportation is ~hrcompliance with
safety regulations the superintendent may pronll1,gate.

e. Nothing in subsections b.• c. and d. of N.JJ.2C:39-5 shall be
construed to prevent a person keeping or carrying about his place
of business. residence. premises or other land oWned or possessed
by him. anyfireann. or from carrying the sam". in the manner

. '1 .

specified in subsection g. of this section.ftjm anyplace of
purchase' lo hili residence or place of busiri~ss. between his
dwelling and his place of business. between on~iplacef)fbusiness
or residence and another when moving. or between his dwelling or
place of business and place where such firearm$ are repaired. for
the purpOse of repair. For the purposes of this section. a place of
business shallbe deemed to be a fixed location. .

f. Nothing in subsections b.• c. and d. of N.J.S.2C:39-5 shall be
construed to prevent: .

(1) A member of any rifle or pistol c~ub organized in
accordance with the rules prescribed by theN:ational80ard for
the Promotion of Rifle Practice. in aoinS to ort.from a .place of
taraet pracUc:e. carrying such fireanns as areriecessary for said
taraet practice. provided that the club has Jii#d a copy of its
charter with the superintendent and annually~u~mits a list of its
members to the superintendent and provided !further that the
fireanns are carried in the manner speCified i~ subsectiong.of
this section:

(2) A person carryina a fireann or knife in the woods or fields
or upon the waters of this State for the purpose of hunting. target
practice or fishina. provided that the fiteann o~knife is leaaland
appropriate ,Jor huntinl or fishing purposes in ~his State and he
hu in his possession a WJlid huntlng license. o~. with respect to
fresh water fishina. a valid fishing license; :

I

(3) A person transporting any fireann or knifeiwhile traveling:
(a) Directly to or from any place for the pU~5e of hunting or

fishina. provided the person has in his possessi~n a valid hunting
or fishing license: or
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(b) Dlrectly to or from any target range. or ~ther authorized
place for. thE! purpose of practice. match. tars~.. trap or skeet
shooting exhibitions. provided in all cases that~wma the coune
of the .travel. all fireanns are 'carried in the m+er specified in
subsection I. of this section and thepersonhas~mplied with all
the prov.siol1$' and requirements of Title 23:of the Revised
Statutes and any amendments thereto and! all roles and
regulations promulgated thereunder: or .

(c) In the case of a fireann. directly to or from any exhibition
or display of'firearms which is spoNinred b~aJ1Y )aw enforcement
agency, any rifle or pistol club, or any fireanri~i .collectors club•

. '. .'. ."1··'
for the purpose of displaying the, fireannsto. th~ipublic or to the
members of the organization or club, providec:kb~wever.that not
less than 30 days prior to the exhibition ort:lispl~Y. notice of the
exhibition or display shall be given to the Sup."l'intendent of the
State Police by the sponsoring organization ~r club. and the
sponsor has complied with such reasonable safe~y regulations as
the superintendent may promulgate. Any fire~nns transported
pUl'!iuantto this section shall be transported! in the malUler

, ,
specified in subsection g. of this section;

(4) A person from keeping or carrying ab90t a private. or
commercial aircraft or any boat, or from transpbrting to or from
such vessel for the purpose of installation orlrepair a visual
distress signalling device approved by the Uni~p.d States Coast
Guard.

I .

g. AU weapons being transported under paragraph (2) of
subsec;tion b.• subsection e.• orparagraph(l) 01'(:1) of subsection
f. of this section shall be carried unloaded anti contained in a
dosed and fastened case, gunbox. securely 't~ed packale, or
locked in the tnmk of the automobile' in which it is being
transported. and in the course of travel shall lbclude only such
deviations as are reaSonably necessa9'Uriderthe.~h'.cumstarces.

h. Nothing in subsection d. of N.j.S.2C:39..;;5shall be construed
•... . .' . . .... I ... '

to prevent ,any employee of a public utilit~~ .as def~ned' 'in
R.S.48:2-13,"~oing business in this State or.aJly Unit~.States
Postal Service employee, while in theactull"l,perfp~anceof
duties which specifically require regular and ll1i!que~t· visits to
private premises, from possessing. carrying or Using any device

, ..... "', I.:,'" '
which projects. releases or emits any substance sPecified ~ being
noninjuriousto canines or other animals by the ~ommisSioner. of
Health and which immobilizes only on a tefnPorarybasis and
produces' only temporary physical discomfor~ throulh' being
vaporized or otherwise dispensed in the air for th~ sole purpose of
repellingcarune or other animal attacks. i

The device shall· be used solely to repel only! those canine or
other animal attacks when the canines or othel! animals are not
restrained in a fashion sufficient to allow the employee to
properly perfonn his duties. I

Any device used pursuant to this act shall be i selected from a
list or products, which consist or active and' ilnert insredients,

. I

pennitted by. the Commissioner of Health.
i. Nothing in N. J.S.2C:39-S shall be constNe~ to prevent any

person who is 18 years of age or older and w~o has not been
convicted of 8 felony, from possession for the purpose of personal
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self~clttf"' .•. ~f .• ~ne POCket-si~fJlt .. ~eviCe}
rehtauiesDQt,",,!' than thlee~".'f'~?f."
substanc:....,t:i'~!narily c."~l..~f;.l~~;;<.
seriousbodi.~·injutl'. but rather•. ~.j~~'~~;'~'
phYSiC~diSe~in~~irt or di&8I»ilny.lft~~·;·;.'
otherwisedi.~d in the air. ~Y~~Q,;:ki '. ................efJ...~
de~ice in :viGt~ti9.n of thiss~~jjP~.:;.> ..•.. >yl:.. ~~~.' and .
adJudled .to·.be!',q~rdetly perso~!,i~.,:IJ~~.·~.~'vlctlonthereof.

shaUbep~~ltdby a fine of not l~i~~~... . ':' '.
j. A pel'$Qnsl'aaU qualify for an~x~"",p~r... thepl'Ovisions

of N.j.S.2C:39.,.5. as specified und"...~~ecti•..' .... ande.of this
'.-, .. - - " ';.)):-;;" ,(.':,':'", ':"-'{>"':'i':"::" ":~ __ - _ . _ ,_ '- "

section. if th~person has satisf.et~ril¥c~: ~~ed afi....anJ1s
traininl~oursl!;'~tJtJroved by the P~\.¢I!("~:.: .. l'mmiSlion.

Such exempt. pe~n sha~l not~~or.·c'~:!~rafi~annuntil
the person has.~tlsfactorl1y compl~ted afJreJl~s trammgc:ourse
and shall' annuall~ qualify in the 'use of a··'reJolver or· similar
weapon.. F:orp,u~es of this SUbsttcti~n. •..··'ireanns trainins
course~1 me8l'lS' a course of instl'UCtion,inj: thesaf. use.
maiJltenariCe,:iIJldIstorale of firearms w~icta is;,i.pproved by the
Police Trainin,,·'90mmission. The comtl,l~i.,nl$hall'app~e.·a
fireannstrainiJIl'course if the l'8Cluiremen~. ~;~th.co~"e ate
substantiallyttqul"alen t to the requirement. Jor .rireannstr~ininl
provided by police traininl courses which~re;. certified;'Wlder

.... .... ." .... ,.. ~'I: '.
section 6 ofP.I".I96I. c.56 (C.52:17B-7t)* ~:pe1'&On whO is
specifiedinp,r,g,~aph (1). (2). (3) or (6) of:su~ectiona., of this
section shallJ)eex~mPt from the req~irementso!l:this,SUbsection.
. k. Nothinl in subsection d. of N~J.S~2C:39...5~baU be construed

to prevent any financial i....titUtion•. or 8J)y!duly·authorized
personnel of the illStitution. from ~ins•. c~l"~in. or using for
the protec:tion of money or propel"ty. any dfJ"i(;:~ which projects.
rel.ases or emits teal" las or other subst~ces intended to
produce temporary physical discomfort Ol" temporary
identification: .
(cf: P.LI993. c.246. S.2)"r
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~LYfNo.2177

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED SEPTEMBER 29. 1994

By Assembl~man ROMA and Assemblywoman HECK

AN ACT concerning the powers of Department of Human
Services police officers. and amending R.S.30:4-14 and
N. J.S.2C:39-6.

BE IT ENACTED by 'he Sena'e and General Assembly of .he
S'are of New Jersey:

1. R.S.30:4-14 is amended to read as follows:
30:4-14. ~ The Commissioner of lthe Department of

Institutions and Agencies] Human Services.1[ with the approval of
the [Attorney-General] Attorney General,]1 may, in writing.
appoint l[as many [special] policemen for each State institution
as (he] the commissioner may consider necessary to preserve
order in and about the institution] persons to the position of
police officer to serve as law enforcement officers for the
Department of Human Services in accordance with applicable
statutory law, rules and regulations1. [Such appointments shall be
made on written application of the president of the board of
managers or trustees. A person so appointed shall serve without
expense to the State. Within the territory prescribed and for the
time limited he shall have the same powers as a constable of the
county or police officer of a city in criminal cases. His special
duty shall be to preserve order in and about the institution with
power to arrest and hold any offender against the public peace
within the limits of his commission.]

b. A Human l[Servicel Services1 police officer appointed
pursuant to this section shall, while going to and from his place of
duty and while in the actual performance of his official duties
WI thin the Sta te. be empowered to act as an officI" for the
detection. apprehension. arrest and conviction of offenders
against the law I, except that police officers shall be pennitted
to carry firearms or other weapons only when authorized to do so
b)' the Commisssioner of Human Services1~

c. In addition to the powers set forth is subsection b. of this
section. any Human Services police officer who has satisfactorily
completed a basic training course approved by the Police Training
Commission. as provided by P.L.l[t9691 1961 1, c.56 (C.52:17B-66
et seq.), shall have full power of arrest for any crime committed
in his presence anywhere within the territorial limits of the State
of New Jersey.
(cf: P.L.1957, c.60. S.I)

2. N.].S.2C:39-6 is amended to read as follows:
2C:39-6. a. Provided a person complies with the requirements

of subsection j. of this section, N.].S.2C:39-5 does not apply to:

EIlPLANATlON-l1tJtl.r enc10ud in bold-faced brackets [thus] ; n the
above bill ;s not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Hatter underlined 1hwJ " new matter.
~atter enclosed ,n superscript nu~ral, has been .dopted a, fol10.,:

Assembly AIN commllle. amendment, adopted January 19, 1995.

)
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(1) Members of the Anned Forces of the United States or of
the National Guard while actually on duty. or while traveling
between places of duty and carrying authorized weapons in the
manner prescribed by the appropriate military authorities;

(2) Federal law enforcement officers. and any other federal
officers and employees required to carry fireanns in the
performance of their official duties;

(3) Members of the State Police and, under conditions
prescribed by the superintendent, members of the Marine Law
Enforcement Bureau of the Division of State Police;

(4) A sheriff. Wldersheriff, sheriff's officer, COWlty
prosecutor, assistant prosecutor, prosecutor's detective or
in'vestigator. deputy attorney general or State investigator
employed by the Division of Criminal Justice of the Department
of Law and Public Safety, investigator employed by the State
Commission of Investigation. inspector of the Alcoholic Beverage
Control Enforcement Bureau of the Division of State Police in
the Department of Law and Public Safety authorized to carry
such ..·..capons b)' the Superintendent of State Police. State parJ"
ranger. or State conservation officer;

(5) A prison or jail warden of any penal institution in this State
or his deputies. or an employee of the Department of Corrections
engaged in the interstate transportation of convicted offenders,
while in the performance of his duties, and when required to
possess the weapon by his superior officer, or a correction officer
or keeper of a penal institution in this State at all times while in
the State of New Jersey. provided he annually passes an
examination approved by the superintendent testing his
proficiency in the handling of firearms:

(6) A civilian employee of the United States Government under
the supervision of the commanding officer of any post. camp.
station. base or other military or naval installation located in this
State who is required. in the performance of his official duties. to
carry firearms. and who is authorized to carl)' such firearms by
said commanding officer. while in the actual performance of hIS
official duties:

(7) (a) A regularly employed member. including a detective. of
the police department of any COWlty or municipality. or of any
State. interstate. municipal or county park police force or
boulevard police force, at all times while in the State of Ne.....
Jersey;

(bl A special law enforcement officer authorized to carry a
weapon as proVided in subsection b. of sectlon 7 of P.L.1985.
c.439 (G.40A: 14- 146. H);

(c) An airport security officer or a special law enforcement
officer appointed by the governing body of an}' county or
municipality. except as provided in subsection b. of this section.
or by the commission. board or other body having control of a
cOWlty park or airport or boule\iard police force, while engaged in
the actual perfonnance of his official duties and when
specifically authorized by the governing body to carry weapons: or

(8) A full-time. paid member of a paid or part-paid fire
department or force of an}' municipality who is assisned full-time
or part-time to an arson investigation unit created pursuant to

)
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section 1 of P.L.19Bl. c.409 (C.40A:14-7.1) or to the county arson
investigation Wlit In the COWlty prosecutor's office. while either
engaged in the actual perfonnance of arson investigation duties
or while actually on call to perfonn arson investigation duties and
when specifically authorized by the governing body or the cOWlty
prosecutor. as the case may be. to carry weapons. Prior to being
penniHed to carry a fireann. such a member shall take and
successfully complete a fireanns training course administered by
the Police Training Commission pursuant to P.L.l96I, C.56
(C.52: 118-66 et seq.). and shall annually qualify in the use of a
revolver or similar weapon prior to being pennitted to carry a
fireann.

b. Subsections a.. b. and c. of N.J.S.2C:39-5 do not apply to:
(1) A law enforcement officer employed by a govemmental

agency outside of the State of New Jersey while actually engaged
in his official duties. provided. however, that he has first notified
the superintendent or the chief law enforcement officer of the
mWlicipality or the prosecutor of the COWlty in which he is
engaged; or

(2) A licensed dealer in fireanns and his registered employees
during the course of their nonnal business while traveling to and
from their place of business and other places for the purpose of
demonstration. exhibition or delivery in connection with a sale.
provided. however. that the weapon is carried in the manner
specified in subsection g. of this section.

c. Provided a person complies with the requirements of
subsection j. of this section. subsections b. and c. of
K J.S.2C:39-5 do not apply to:

(1) A special agent of the Division of Taxation who has passed
an examination in an approved police training program testing
proficiency in the handling of any fireann which he may be
required to carry. while in the actual perfonnance of his official
duties and while going to or from his place of duty, or any other
police officer. while in the actual perfonnance of his official
duties:

(2) A State deputy conservation officer or a full-time
employee of the Division of Parks and Forestry having the power
of arrest and authorized to carry weapons. while in the actual
perfonnance of his official duties;

(3) (Deleted by amendment. P.L.1986. c.I50.)
H) A court attendant servmg as such Wlder appointment by the

sheriff of the COWlty or by the judge of any municipal court or
other court of this State. while in the actual perfonnance of his
official duties;

(5) A guard in the employ of any railway express company.
banking or buildmR and loan or savings and loan institution of this
State. Whllt~ m the actual perfonnance of his official duties;

(6) A member of a legally recognized military organization
wh.He actually Wlder orders or while goinM to or from the
prescribed placf~ of meeting and carrying the weapons prescribed
for drill. exercise or parade;

(7) An officer of the Socie1)' for the Prevention of CNelt)" to
Animals. wlule in the actual perfonnance of his duties:

(8l An employee of a public utilities corporation actuall~'
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1 engaged in the transportation of explosives;
2 (9) A railway policeman, except a transit police officer of the
3 New Jersey Transit Police Department. at all times while in the
4 State of New Jersey. provided that he has passed an approved
5 police academy training program consisting of at least 280 hours.
6 The training program shall include, but net:d not be limited to.
7 the handling of firearms. community relations. and juvenile
8 relations:
9 (10) A campus police officer appointed under P.L.1970. c.211

10 (C.18A:6-4.2 et seq.) at all times. Prior to being permitted to
11 carry a firearm, a campus police officer shall take and
12 successfully complete a fireanns training course administered by
13 the Police Training Commission, pursuant to P.L.1961, c.56
14 (C.52:17B-66 et seq.). and shall annually qualify in the use of a
15 revolver or similar weapon prior to being permitted to carry a
16 firearm;
17 (11) A person who has not been convicted of a crime under the
18 laws of this State or WIder the laws of another state or the
1~ United States. and who is employed as a full-time security guard
20 for a nuclear power plant under the license of the Nuclear
21 Regulatory Commission. while in the actual performance of his
22 official duties:
23 (12) A transit police officer of the New Jersey Transit Police
24 Department. at all times while in the State of New Jersey.
25 provided the officer has satisfied the training requirements of the
26 Police Training Commission. pursuant to subsection c. of section
27 2 of P.L.1989. c.291 (C.27:25-15.1): l[orP
28 (13) A parole officer employed by the Bureau of Parole in the
29 Department of Corrections at all times. Prior to being permitted
30 to carry a firearm. a parole officer shall take and successfully
31 complete a basic course for regular police officer training
32 administered by the Police Training Commission. pursuant to
33 P.L.1961. c.56 (C.52:17B-66 et seq.). and shall annually qualify in
34 the use of a revolver or similar weapon prior to being permitted
35 to carry a fIrearm 1[.]~1
36 (14) A Human Services police officer having the powers
37 afforded under subsection b. of R.S.30:4-l4 at all times while in
18 the State of New Jersey. proVided the officer has successfully
:,:' completed a fireamls training course l[administeredl approvedl

40 b\' the Police Training Commission, pursuant to P.L.l96I, c.56
41 IC.52:17B-66 et seq.). and shall annually Qualify in the use of a
42 handgun or similar weapon prior to being permitted to carry a
43 firearm.
44 d. (1) Subsections c. and d. of N.J.S.2C:39-5 do not apply to
45 antique firearms. provided that such antique firearms are
46 unloaded or are being fired for the purposes of exhibition or
47 demonstration at an authorized target range or in such other
48 manner as has been approved in writing by the chief law
49 enforcement officer of the municipality in which the exhibition
50 or demonstration is held. or if not held on propert)· under the
51 control of a particular municipality. the superintendent.
5:! (2) Subsection a. of N. J.S.2C:39-3 and subsection d. of
f,:l N. J.S.2C:3Q-5 do not apply to an antique cannon that is capable
5-1 of being fired but that is unloaded and immobile. provided that

)
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the antique cannon is possessed by (a) a scholastic institution. a
musewn. a municipalit)·. a county or the State. or (b) a person
who obtained a fireanns purchaser identification card as
specified in N. J.S.2C:58-3.

(3) Subsection a. of N.) .S.2C:39-3 and subsection d. of
N. J.S.2C:39-5 do not apply to an unloaded antique cannon that is
being transported by one eligible to possess it. in compliance with
regulations the superintendent may promulgate. between its
pennanent location and place of purchase or repair.

(4) Subsection a. of N.).S.2C:39-3 and subsection d. of
N. J.S.2C:39-5 do not apply to antique cannons that are being
loaded or fired by one eligible to possess an antique cannon. for
purposes of exhibition or demonstration at an authorized target
range or in the manner as has been approved in writing by the
chief law enforcement officer of the municipality in which the
exhibition or demonstration is held. or if not held on property
under the control of a particular municipality. the
superintendent. provided that perfonner has given at least 30
days' notice to the superintendent.

(5) Subsection a. of N. J.S.2C:39-3 and subsection d. of
N. J.S.2C:39-5 do not apply to the transportation of unloaded
antique cannons directly to or from exhibitions or demonstrations
authorized under paragraph (4) of subsection d. of this section.
provided that the transportation is in compliance with safety
regulations the superintendent may promulgate. Nor do those
subsections apply to transportation directly to or from exhibi tions
or demonstrations authorized under· the law of another
jurisdiction. provided that the superintendent has been given 30
days' notice and that the transportation is in compliance with
safety regulations the superintendent may promulgate.

e. Nothing in subsections b.. c. and d. of N. J.S.2C:39-5 shall be
construed to prevent a person keeping or carrying about his place
of business. residence. premises or other land owned or possessed
by him. any firearm. or from carrying the same. in the manner
specified in subsection g. of this section. from any place of
purchase to his residence or place of business. between his
dwelling and his place of business. between one place of business
or residence and another when moving. or between his dwelling or
place of business and place where such fireanns are repaired, for
the purpose of repair. For the purposes of this section. a place of
business shall be deemed to be a fixed location.

f. Nothing in subsections b.. c. and d. of N.j.S.2C:39-5 shall be
construed to prevent:

(1) A member of any rifle or pistol club organized in
accordance with the rules prescribed by the National Board ror
the Promotion of RHle Practice. in going to or from 8 place of
target practIce, carrying such firearms as are necessary for said
target practice. provided that the club has filed a copy of its
charter with the superintendent and annually submits a list of its
members to the superintendent and provided further that the
fireanns are carried in the manner specified in subsection g. of
this sechon;

(2) A person carrying a firearm or knife in the woods or fields
or upon the waters of this State for the purpose of hunting. target
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1 practice or fishing. provided that the fireann or knife is legal and
2 appropriate for hunting or fishing purposes in this State and he
3 has in his possession a valid hunting license. or. with respect to
4 fresh water fishing. a valid fishing license:
5 (3) A person transporting any firearm or knife while traveling:
6 (a) Directly to or from any place for the purpose of hunting or
7 fishing. provided the person has in his possession a valid hunting
B or fishing license; or
9 (b) Directly to or from any target range. or other authorized

10 place for the purpose of practice, match, target. trap or skeet
11 shooting exhibitions. provided in all cases that during the course
12 of the travel all firearms are carried in the manner specified in
13 subsection g. of this section and the person has complied with all
14 the provisions and requirements of Title 23 of the Revised
15 Statutes and any amendments thereto and all roles and
16 regulations promulgated thereunder; or
]7 (c) In the case of a firearm. directly to or from any exhibition
18 or display of fireanns which is sponsored by any law enforcement
19 agency. any ri fie or pistol club, or any firearms collectors club.
20 for the purpose of displaying the firearms to the public or to the
21 members of the organization or club. provided. however. that not
22 less than 30 days prior to the exhibition or display. notice of the
23 exhibition or display shall be given to the Superintendent of the
2-1 State Police by the sponsoring organization or club. and the
25 sponsor has complied with such reasonable safety regulations as
26 the superintendent may promulgate. Any fireanns transported
27 pursuant to this section shall be transported in the manner
28 specified in subsection g. of this section;
29 (4) A person from keeping or carrying about a private or
30 commercial aircraft or any boat. or from transporting to or from
31 such vessel for the purpose of installation or repair a visual
32 distress signalling device approved by the United States Coast
33 Guard.
34 g. All weapons being transported Wlder paragraph (2) of
35 subsection b.. subsection e., or paragraph (1) or (3) of subsection
36 f. of this section shall be carried unloaded and contained in a
37 closed and fastened case. gunbox. securely tied package, or
38 locked in the trunk of the automobile in which it is being
39 transported. and in the course of travel shall include only such
40 deviations as are reasonably necessary under the circumstances.
41 h. Nothing in subsection d. of N.j.S.2C:39-5 shall be construed
42 to prevent any employee of a public utility. as defined in
43 R.S.48:2-13. doing business in this State or any United States
44 Postal Service employee. while in the actual performance of
45 duties which specifically require regular and frequent visits to
46 private premises. from possessing. carrying or using any device
47 which projects. releases or emits any substance specified as being
48 noninjurious to canines or other animals by the Commissioner of
49 Health and which immobilizes only on a. temporal")' basis and
50 produces only temporary physical discomfort through being
51 vaporized or otherwise dispensed in the air for the sole purpose of
52 repelling canine or other animal attacks.
53 The device shall be used solely to repel only those canine or
54 other animal attacks when the canines or other animals are not
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restrained in a fashion sufficient to allow the employee to
properly perfonn his duties.

Any device used pursuant to this act shall be selected from a
list of products, which consist of active and inert ingredients,
pennitted by the Commissioner of Health.

i. Nothing in N. J.S.2C:39-S shall be constroed to prevent any
person who is 18 years of age or older and who has not been
convicted of a felony, from possession for the purpose of personal
self-defense of one pocket-sized device which contains and
releases not more than three-quarters of an ounce of chemical
substance not ordinarily capable of lethal use or of inflicting
serious bodily injury, but rather, is intended to produce temporary
physical discomfort or disability through being vaporized or
otherwise dispensed in the air. Any person in possession of any
device in violation of this subsection shall be deemed and
adjudged to be a disorderly person, and upon conviction thereof,
shall be punished by a fine of not less than $100.00.

j. A person shall qualify for an exemption from the provisions
of N.] .S.2C:39-5, as specified under subsections a. and c. of this
section, if the person has satisfactorily completed a fireanns
training course approved by the Police Training Commission.

Such exempt person shall not possess or carry a fireann until
the person has satisfactorily completed a fireanns training course
and shall annually qualify in the use of a revolver or similar
weapon. For purposes of this subsection, a .. fireanns training
course means a course of instruction in the safe use.
maintenance and storage of firearms which is approved by the
Police Training Commission. The commission shall approve a
firearms training course if the requirements of the course are
substantially equivalent to the requirements for fireanns training
provided by police training courses which are certified under
section 6 of P.L.1961. c.56 (C.52:17B-71). A person who is
specified in paragraph (1). (2). (3) or (6) of subsection a. of this
section shall be exempt from the requirements of this subsection.

k. Nothing in subsection d. of N.].S.2C:39-S shall be constroed
to prevent any financial institution. or any duly authorized
personnel of the institution. from possessing, carrying or using for
the protection of money or property. any device which projects.
releases or emits tear gas or other substances intended to
produce temporary physical discomfort or temporary
identification.
(cf: P.L.1993, c.246. s.2)

3. ThIS act shall take effect immediately.

Accords full police powers to certain trained Human Services
police officers.



SENATE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

[FIRST REPRINT]

ASSEMBLY, No. 2177

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: JUNE 1. 1995

The Senate Law and Public Safety Committee favorably reports
Assembly Bill No. 2177 (lR).

This bill gives Department of Human Services police officers
who successfully complete a Police Training Commission training
program full police powers throughout the State. Currently, Hwnan
Services police officers may exercise police powers only while in
the actual performance of their duties. Under the provisions of this
bill, Human Services police officers who complete an approved
training program would be authorized to exercise full police powers
throughout the State including the power of arrest for crimes
committed in their presence. The bill provides that these police
officers must be appointed in accordance with the applicable
statutory law, rules and regulations. It also removes the approval
of the Attorney General as a precondition for such appointments.
The bill further provides that these officers are authorized to carry
firearms or other weapons only when so authorized by the
Commissioner of Human Services.

The bill also authorizes those officers who have statewide police
powers and are authorized to carry a firearm to carry a firearm
while off-duty by amending N.].S.2C:39-6. The authority to carry
a firearm off-duty is contingent. however. upon the officer
successfully completing a firearms training course which is
approved by the Police Training Commission and upon the officer
annually requalifying in the use of that firearm.

This bill is identical to Senate Bill No. 2027 which, also was
released by the committee on this date.



STATEMENT TO

[FIRST REPRINT]

ASSEMBLY,No. 2177
with Senate Floor Amendments

(Proposed by Senator Kosco)

ADOPTED JUNE 26,1995

Assembly Bill No. 2177 [lR] gives Department of Human Services
police officers who successfully complete a Police Training
Commission training program full police powers throughout the State.
Currently, Human Services police officers may exercise police powers
only while in the .actual performance of their duties. Under these
Senate amendments. these police officers could exercise these powers
at all times. As introduced. the bill permitted a Human Services police
officer to exercise these powers only while going to and from his place
of duty and while in the actual perfonnance of his official duties.

The amendments further provide that no person may be appointed
as a Human Services police officer unless the person: (1) is able to
read, write and speak the English language well and intelligently and
has a high school diploma or its equivalent; (2) is sound in body and of
good health; (3) is of good moral character; (4) has not been convicted
of any offense involving dishonesty or which would make the person
unfit to perform the duties of this office; and (5) has successfully
undergone a program of psychological testing.

The amendments also provide that every applicant for the position
of Human Services police officer must have fingerprints taken. which
would be filed with the Division of State Police and the Federal Bureau
of Investigation.

The amendments further provide that Human Services police
officers appointed pursuant to R.S.30:4-14 must satisfy the training
requirements established by the Police Training Commission. All
officers appointed after the effective date of the bill must successfully
complete, within one year of the date of their appointment. a training
course approved by the Police Training Commission. All officers
appointed and in employment on the effective date of the bill may
continue in employment if, within 18 months of the effective date,
they have satisfied the training requirements of the Police Training
Commission. In addition. the Commissioner of Human Services may
request from the Police Training Commission an exemption from all or
part of the training requirements for a current or prospective officer
who demonstrates successful completion of a police training course
conducted by any federal, state or other public or private agency,
which is substantially equivalent to the requirements of the Police
Training Commission.

The amendments also pennit these officers to carry a firearm at all
times while in the State of New Jersey as authorized by the
Commissioner of Human Services. As introduced, the bill authorized
those officers who have Statewide police powers and are authorized to
carry a firearm to carry a firearm while off-duty. The authority to
carry a firearm off-duty is contingent, however, upon the officer
successfully completing a firearms training course which is approved by
the Police Training Commission and upon the officer annually
requalifying in the use of that firearm.
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(1) Is ahl~ 10 read, write and speak Ihp. English language \\'1:11

cllld intelligentlY and has it high school diplOl1ln !lr its p.quiv.lIfmJ..:

(2) Is sound in body and of good health:
(3) Is of good moral character:
(4) Has not bE:!lm convicted of any offense involving dishonest v

or which would make the person unfit to perform the outies of

this office; and
(5) Has successfully W1dergone a program of psvchological

testing.
d. Every applicant for the position of Human Services police

officer appointed pursuant to this section shall have fingerprin ts

taken. which fingerprints shall be filed with the Division of State

Police and the federal Bureau of Investigation.
e. The Commissioner of Human Services. in consultation with

the Attorney General and the Director of the Division of

Criminal Justice in the Department of Law and Puhlic Safet\'.

shall promulgale rules and regulations to effectuate the purposes
of this section,2 (f"

(ef: P.L.1957, c.60, s,l)

REPLACE SECTION ~ TO READ:

2. N. J.S.2C::HJ-6 is iilTlendHd to read as follO\vs:
2C::i9-13. a, Pro\'ided a I)(~rson cOlllplies with tht! l'E!quil'P.I11l!Jlts

of subsection J. of this sectioll. N.] ,S.1C:39-fl does not apply to:

(1) Mmnbel's of Ihn Armed f'ol'ces of Ihe United Stales or of
Ihe National ClImd while 1:I(:tuillly on dut~,. or while travding

between plm:!:!; of duty :mel carrying authorizml weapons in tlH:

l1l,umnr prescribml by the appropriate military authorities:

(2) Federal law lmforcernent officers. and any other fE~deral

officers and employees requi red to carry fj rearllls ill tlw
performancll of their official duties:

(3) Members of the State Police and. under conditions

prescribed by the superintendent. members of the Mal'ine Law
Enforcement Bureau of thl'! Divi~ion of State Police:

(4) A sheriff. undersheriff. sheriff's officer. COW1ly
prosecutor. assistant prosecutor, prosecu!or's detectIve or
investigator. deputy attorney general or State investigator

employed by the Divisiun of CI'iminal Justice of the Depal'tl1lellt

of Law and Public Safety. investIgator employp.d by thn State
COlllmission of Invcstigation. inspector of thc Alcoholic Beveragp.
Control Enforcement Bureau of the Division of State Police in

tlw Department of Law and Public Safety authorized to cMry

such weapons by the Superintendent of Slate Pollr.p.. State pul\
ranger. or State conservation officer:

(5) A prison or jail warden of any penal institution in this State

or his deputies. or an employee of the Department of Corrections

engaged in the interstate transportation of cunvicted offenders,

while in the performance of his duties. and when required to

possess the weapon by his superior officer. or a correction officer
or keeper of a penCIl institution in this State CIt all times while in

the State of New Jersey. provided he aJmually passes an
examination approved by the superintendent testing his
proficiency in the handling of firearms:
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(1:.!) A transit policf~ officl~r of the Nflw Jl~rsey Trallsit Pulicl:
Department. ilt till tinlf:S whill: in Ihl: Slntf~ Ilf Nt:\\' JI:rsey.

provided the officer has satisfied the training 1'I~4\.lIrnllwnls or thl~

Police Training Commission. pursuant to SUbSI~d illli c. of section
2 of P.L.1989. c.291 (C.27:15-15.1): l[or)1

(13) A parole officer employed by the Bureau of Parole in the!

Department of Corrections at all times: Prior to being permitted
to carry a firearm. a parole officer shall take and successfully

complete a basic course for regular police officer training
administered by the Police Trainin? Commission. pursuant to
P.L.1961. c.56 (C.52:178-66 et seq.). and shall annually qualify in
the use of a revolver or similar weapon prior to being pcrmi t ted
to carry a firearm 1[.];l

(14) A Human Services police officer 2[having the powers

afforded under subsection b. of R.5.30:4-14]2 at all times while in

the State of New Jersev. 2(provided the officer has successfullv

completed a firearms training course l[administered] approved 1

bv the Police Training Commission. pursuant to P.L.1961. c.56

(C.52: 178-66 et seq.). and shall annuallv qualifLi!.l_the__Q~~.~_.~
hcmdgun or similar weapon prior to beingperrnitled to carr" a

firearm) as authori~ed bv the Commissioner of Human Sl~rvices:!.

d. (1) Subsections c. ilnd d. of N. J.S.2C:39-5 do not apply to
antique firearm". pl'ovidnd that such antiquo fil'e31'ms arE!
IJnloadl~d or are bl~illg fired ior tlll~ purposes of exhibition or
dmnOl1stl'ation at Cln 3l1lhol'ized target l'an!:e or in stich other

IIIarm e I' as has bllt:n apPI'ov,~c1 in \vri ting by tIlt! chid law
nnfOI'C:IHnf:nt officnl' of Ihl~ lIluniciplllity in which the I~xhibitioll

or demonstration is Iwld. or if not held on property under till:
l;ol1tl'Ol of a par·ti<:lIlal· IIIlUliciJlality. the superintendent.

(21 Subsection a. of N.J.S.2C::Hl-a and subsHction d. of
i\i. J.5.2(;:3\:1-:' do not apply to an antique cannon that is capable
or being fired but that is unloaded and imlllobile. fll'Ovided that
Ihe antique cannon IS possessed by (al a scholastic institution. a
museulll. il municipality, a county or the State. or (b) a ptJrson

who obtained a l'il'earms purchaser identification card as
specified in N. J .S.2C:,;8-3.

13) Subsection u. of N. J .S.2C:39-:3 and suhsf~c:tion d. of
l\.J.S.:!C::HJ-5 do not apply to an·.unloi.)dcd antiqul~ CHnnon that is
!l(lirlg transported by one l~ligiblc to possess it. in compliance with
regulations the sllpel'lntt}ndent Illily promulgate. between its

permanent locatIOn and place of pUI'chase or repair.
(i) Subsection a. of N.j.S.2C:39-3 and subsection ct. of

t'\. J .S.2C:3Y-;) do not apply to antiqllp. cannons that are being
loadl1d or flrl~d b~' on(~ eligible tp possess an antique CantlOn, for
purposl!s of exhibitIon or demonstration at an authorized target
range or in the manner as has been approved in writing by the

chll~f law rmt'orccment officer of the municipality in which the

exhibition 01' dmnonstl'atlOn IS held. or if not held on property

under the control of a particular municipality. the
sU(JI.H·intendt~nt, (Jl'Ovided that performer has given at least 30
da~'s· notice to the supp.I'mtendent.
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(5) Suhsp.r.tion a. of N.).S.:!c::m-:1 and SUbSf!r.tion d. of

N.I.S.:!C:3fl-.; do not ilppl~' III tlw trilnsporlatioll of unllwdf!d
antiquecannolls dil'l:ctl~' to or from f:xhibitiollS or delllonstrations
authorized under pnragrn\lh (4) of subsection d. of this section.

providp.d thut thr. trunspnrlalion is in compliance with safety
regulalions thB superintendent may promulgatp.. Nor do those
subsections apply to tran,;portation directly to or from exhibitions
or demonstrations authorized wlder the law of another

jurisdiction, provided that the sup~l'intendent has been given 30
days' notice and that the transportation is In compliance with

safety regulations the superintendent may promulgate.
e. Nothing in subsections b.. c. and d. of N.J.S.2C:39-5 shall be

construed 10 prevent a person keeping or carrying about his place
() f business. residence. premises or other land owned or possesse l

b~' him. any fireal·nl. or from carrying the same. in the manner

specified in subsection g. of this section. from an~' place of

purchase to his residence or place of business. between his
dwelling and his place of bu~;nes5. between one place of business

or residenr.e nnd another when moving. or between his dwelling or
place of busilwss and pIHc;f~ wheNl such flrearm~ are ['ep<lired, for

the purpose of repair. For the purposes of this section, 0 place of

bUSllwss shall be del~llIed to be a filo:ed location.
f. Nothing in su!JsI!ctions b.. c. and d. of N.J.S.2C:::\~1-:; shall lw

COllst rued to (lrr~\'I?llt:

(11 A IIWllIbtlr of' any rine or pistol club organized in
i1CCOrddJH;C wi Ih Ihll rules (ll'es.::ribed by the National Board ror

the ProlllotiOTi of Rifle Practice. in going to or .from a pl~cf! of
target practice. carrying slIch firearms as arc necessary for said
tdfget prClctice. pl'Ovidcd that the club has filed a copy of its
chClrler With the supcrintlmdent and illUlually subllli ts ii list of its

1IIIlllloers to the superintendent and provided further that the
f]['(~arJlIs are carried in the manner specified in subsection g. of

Ihis section:
(2) A person carrying a firearm or knife in the woods or fields

or upon the waters of this State for the purpose of hunting. target
pr,-lctice or fishIng. provided that the firearm or knife is legal and
appropriate for hunting or fishing purposes in this State and he
has in his possession a valid hunting License. or. with respec: to
fresh water fishing. a valid fishing license:

(Jj A person transporting any firearm or knife while traveling:

(al Directly to or from an~' place for the purpose of hunting or

fi~l1ing. provided the person has in his possession a valid hlU1ting
01' fishing licensr.: or

[b) Oil'eetly to or from any target range. or other authorized

ptar.e for tllP. purpose of practice. match. target. trap or skeet
shooting exhibitions. provided in all cases that during the course

of the travel all firearms are carried in the manner specified in
subsection g. of this section and the person has comphed with all

the provisions and requirements of Title 23. of the Revised

Statutes and an~' amendments thereto and all rules and
rHF:ulations promulgatcd thereunder: or
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leI In tlw cas(~ of iI rirearm. directly to or frulll lIny exhibition
or rlJsplay of firp.nrllls whir.h is s[lonsor\:d by .my ILI\\ enfOrC;t:lllcnt
i1gl:ncy. an~' rin(~ or pistol club. or any firl~arllls c:oll(~ctors club.
for the purpose of displaying the firearms to till: public or to thl:
members of the organization or dub; provided, however, that not
less than JO days prior to the exhibition or display. notice of the.
exhibition or display shall be given to the Superintendent of the
Stilte Police by the sponsoring organization or club. and the
sponsor has complied with such reasonable safp.ty regulations as
the su'perintendent may prolllulgate, Any firearms transported
pursuilnt to this section shall be transported in the manner

specified in subsection g. of this section;
(4) A person from keeping or carrying about a private or

commercial aircraft or any boat. or from transporting to or from

such vessel for the purpose of installation or repair a visual

distress signalling devir.e approved by the United States Coast

Guard.
g. All weapons being transported under paragraph (2) of

sub"ectiull b.. subsection I: .. or parngraph (1) or (3) of subsection
f. of this section shall be carried unloaded and contained in a
closed and fastened case. gunbox. securely' tied package. or

locked in tlw trunk 0 f thr. ilU IOll1ohi ie in which it is being

tfilnsported, ilnd in t}w course of travel shall inclucle only sud!
d(~\'iations as are reasonably necessary under tilt! circumstances.

h. Nothing in suhsecl ion d. nf \f. J .S.:ZC:39-:i shall be canst I'lll~d

to pnlvent any (:lllploYI~l! of a puullc utility, as defined ill

R.S.-lB::!·-1J. dning husirwss in this St;lle or Hny UnjtE~d Slates
Postal Service emp}oyp.c. while 111 tlw actual p(lrforll1ancl~ of

duties which SllflCificidly reqllirt~ wg\l-lar and frequent visits to
pl'lviJte premises. fl'Oll1 lJossm;sing. carrying or using any c1eviel!

which projects, l'ldr.;:ses or emits any substance specified as being
Iloninjurious to call1ncs 01' other animals by the Commissioner of
Health and \vhich immobilizes only on a temporary basis and

produces only temlJorary physical discomfort through being

\aporizlld or otherwise dispensed in the air for the sole purpose of
repelling r.anine 01' other animal attacks.

The device shall be llsed solely to repel only those canine or
other animal attacks when the canines or other animals arc not
restrall1ed in a fashion sufficient to allow the employee to
properly perform his dutIes.

AllY device used pursuant to this act shall be selected from a
list of produr.ts. whlr.h consist of active and im~rt ingredients,
pr.rmittr.r1 by the Commissioner of Helilth.

i. Nothing in N. J.S.2C:39-5 shall be construed to prevent any

person who is 18 ~'ears of age or older and who has not been

r.onvicted of a felony. from possession for the purpose of personal

self-defense of one pocket-sized device which contains and
releases not more than three-quarters of an ounce of chemical

substance not ordinarily capable of lethal use or of inflicting
serious bodily injury. but rather. is intended to produce temporary
physical discomfort or disability through being vaporized or
otherwise dispensed in the air. Any person in possession of any

device in violation of this subsection shall be deemed and
adiudged to be a disorderly person. and upon conviction thereof.

shall be punished by (\ fine of not less than 5100.00.
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J. A JlI~rson shall qu,diry for lin c:-.cmption frolll lilt: pro\'lSillnS
of N.I.S.2C::Hl-:'. ilS spp.r.ifir~d und(~r sUbSf!r.tinlls <I. and c. of this

section. if the pl!rSOn has satisfactorily C:OlTlpl(~lP.d a l'irp.Cll'lllS
training COllrse approved by the Polil;(~ Training COl1l1l1ission.

Such exempt person shull not possess or cnrry n firearlll until
the person has satisfactorily complp.ted a firearms training courSll
and shall annually qualify in the use of a revolver or silllilar
weapon. For purposes of this subsection. a .. firearllls training
course means a course of instruction in thr. safe USf'.

maintenance <md storage of firearms which is approved by the
PolJcP. Training Commission. The commission shall approve a
firt~anns training course if the requirements of the course are
substantially equivalent to the requirements for firearms training
pl'Ovided by police training courses which are certified under
secllon G of P.L.19Gl. c.56 (C.52:17B-71), A person who is

specified in paragraph (1). (2), (3) or (fi) of subsection a. of this
section shall be exempt from the requirements of this subsection.

k. Nothing in subsection d. of N. J.5.2C:39-5 shall be constru~!d

to prevent :lny financi\ll institutiun. or Rny duly authOrized
personnel of thl! institution. from pos~es:;ing. carrying or using for
the protection of money or pl'Opnrty. any device which pr(Jit~cts.

rt~lp.ases or I!llllts tear ga~ or other slibstancp.s inlp./lllt!d In

producl! lenl[Jorilry physicid discolllfort or telll[JClrar~'

lden t i fica t lOll.
(ef: P.L.. J'l!l~. C.:! Hi. s.~)

L~~!m:L~J~,\\.SD:.~~JJCtt~tJ~~U~l~=~·Jl;

~ ~d.t'Je\:, sl~~~!.i.!1!!l~Q...llil11 i!~~!~~!E~:~_ P~! U~£_!~L[! ~:~~ui~~~..lL~:C;l_ ~!~
£..lj l'eii.£.l.!.U!£l.!I}:'iS §Q!:c:i fil;a !b' ilU ll~l? ri "£<i_J!.LJ.ill:_C:(l/]J.!.!1L'i~.Q!!!~.l~[
Llulll<Ul St!~vicp.s and providp.d tha! thl! ofriceE_!E~:~_:~~~u~L!~~!.!!JJI

CO.!!.!l!.!.~tl~(~'ilC: flrr.,!rn~~£J·ell~rpd h\' thp.Yol~r:t~~l..!.l!B

(:()rnmJssl()n.~

'N.s.ERUJ~~\· SECTION 4--TIlREAD;
~.L (New section) "!uman ServIces police office':,; ClI~)II1l!:.c.!

p.!!!':~ual1t to R.S.30:4-14 shall satisfv thl! training rp.9ulrClllt~nts

establisb.,gd b\~ the Police Trainin~lllissionas follows:
i.1. All offlcl~rs npnointed pursllant to thIs SI!CIIl?..!!-i.I:II!~J.h(!

~fectivc! datp of this act shall succeSSfllll\· cOl\lpll~tp.. within Ol~t?

~2.!:._of the date of lheir j!Epointmenl. a trainl.Q.g C()lIrs(~ <.U.?l?rovF'~

I..?l.Jhe Police Trallllng COl1lmission:
b~All._~~H.!cers_~ointed and III I~mplo\"lllfl!~l~~' ('ff~~_!..'~:~

~Iiltr~ of thIs act mil\' continue in emJllQ.r1].!cl1tjL_\\'lthin..J1L!.llOl!ths
~ll.the effective date of this act, thev h.we s'itisfied the trililli~

rt~Qllirementsof the Policp. Training CommiSSion: and
~. The Commissioner of I-Iurnan Services rna\' rt~g~e!i.U:roIlU!!.Q

Polir.e Traintng COll\lllIssion an e,e11lption frolll all or part of the
.U~~I)D.1~qulrementsof this section on behalf of a current or
pro!illl~ctIVr. !,)fficer who denlOnstrates Sllc~l!ssful COl1lpl!~tion of iI

pulice t ruinif!g course cond_uctciLbv i.H1Y-.-f!,!dl~..!:i~.:.2_t_-l!.!Lor other
public 0\' private agency..JD.!:._reglllrements _~'.:!11cl!.2re

~ubstantiallv ~~qlll\ialent t~ the requirements of the Police

IU!ining C0I1l!.1.!!5~!.!~)L:!

,..
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RI\N\JMllEJ~5ECTlnN 1 AS SECTION ;;

STATEMENT

ASSP-lIlbl}' Bill No. 2177 (l R) gives Departmflnt of Human
Services police officers who successfully complete a Police
Training COllllllission training program full police powers
throughout the State. Currently. Human Services police officers
IIlLly exercise police powers only, while in the actual performance
of their duties. Under these Senate amendments. these police
officers could exercise these powers at all times. As introduced,
the bill permi t ted a Human Services police officflr to exercise
these powers only while going to and frolll his place of duty and
while in the ar.tual perforlllancp. of his official duties.

The amendments further provide that no person milY bp.
appointed as a Humr.n Services police officer Wlless the person:
O} is ablp. to rp.ad. write and speak the English langt1age well and
il1telligp.ntly and has a high school diploma or its cqui\':llent: (~) is

sound in body and of good health: (3) is of good lIloral charar.ter;
(.j) has not b(~~m convict,~d of any offensl~ involving dishonesty ai'
which would Illakl~ the person unfit to perform tIll! dutil~S of this
office: imd (5) hilS suc:cessrully umlergone a progralll of
p~}'chollJgit:,d tl~stillg.

Thp. itl1l!'!IHltnents also pmvidf! that eVf~l'Y :~p(llic:ant fill' IIH!

(I\.1sitlOn of !·luman St!l'vicl!s policl! officur must haVE! fingerprints
I akl!n. whir.h would tIP. fjlr~d with t!le Division of State Police anel
the FedE:r,,! Bureau of Investigatioll.

The illl\(mdmmlts runtler provide tha t HUllliln Serviclls police
officers appointl!Cl pursuant to R:S.JO:4-1:J lTlust satisfy thE!
t raimng rcqull'c1l1lln ts esttlbl ished by t he Police Training
Commis~ioll. All officers appointed after the effective date of
the bill must successfully compillte. within one year of the date
of theil' appointment. a training course approved b~' the Police
Trail1lng Commission. All officers appointed and in employ-ment
on the effective date of the bill may continue in employment if.
within 18 months of the effective date, they have satisfied the
t rililllllg requirements of the Police Training Commission. In

llddi t ion. the Commissioner of Human Services may request from
the Police Trall1ing CommIssion an exemption from all or part of
the trainIng requirements for a current or prospective officer
\\ho demonstrilt es successful comple tion 0 f a pol ice training
r.ourSt~ conducted by any federnl. state or other public or privnte
agl~ncy. which is substantially equivalent to the I'equirements of
the Polir.e Training Commission.

The ilmendments also permit these officers to carry a firearm
<It all tlnH~S while in the State of New Jersey as authorized by the
CommiSSIOner of Human Services. As introduced, the bill
authorized those officers who have Statewide police powers and
iHe authorlzed to carry a firearm to carry a firearm while
off-duty. The authority to carry a firearm off-duty is
contingent. however. upon the officer successfully completing a
fi rea rms t raining course which is approved by the Police Training
Commission and upon the officer annually requalifying in the use
of that flre.H'm.
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~EMBLY, No. 2111

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED SEPTEMBER 29,1994

By Assemblyman ROMA and Assemblywoman HECK

AN ACT concerning the powers of Department of Human
Services police officers, 2supplementing chapter 4 of Title 30
of the Revised Statutes,2 and amending R.S.30:4-14 and
N.} .S.2C:39-6.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
State of New Jersey:

1. R.S.30:4-14 is amended to read as follows:
30:4-14. a. The Commissioner of [the Department of

Institutions and Agencies] Human Services2[,]2 1[ with the
approval of the [Attorney-General] Attorney General,]l may, in
writing, appoint l[as many [special] policemen for each State
institution as [he] the commissioner may consider necessary to
preserve order in and about the institution] persons to the
position of police officer to serve as law enforcement officers for
the Department of Human Services in accordance with applicable
statutory law, rules and regulations1. [Such appointments shall be
made on written application of the president of the board of
managers or trustees. A person so appointed shall serve without
expense to the State. Within the territory prescribed and for the
time limited he shall have the same powers as a constable of the
county or police officer of a city in criminal cases. His special
duty shall be to preserve order in and about the institution with
power to arrest and hold any offender against the public peace
within the limits of his commission.]

b. A Human I[Service] Services1 police officer appointed
pursuant to this section shall 2[,while going to and from his place
of duty and while in the actual performance of his official duties
within the State,]2 be empowered to act as an officer for the
detection, apprehension, arrest and conviction of offenders
against the law 1, except that police officers shall be permitted
to carry firearms or other weapons only when authorized to do so
by the Commissioner of Human Services1.

.9-=- 2[In addition to the powers set forth is subsection b. of this
section, any Human Services police officer who has satisfactorily
completed a basic training course approved by the Police Training
Commission, as provided by P.L.1[t969l 19611, c.56 (C.52:17B-66
et seq.), shall have full power of arrest for any crime committed
in his presence anywhere within the territorial limits of the State
of New Jersey.] No person may be appointed as a Human Services
police officer unless the person:

(1) Is able to read, write and speak the English language well
and intelligently and has a high school diploma or its equivalent;

EXPLANATION--Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets (thus] in the
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined~ is new matter.
~atter enclosed in superscript numerals has been adopted as follows:
2 Assembly AIN committee amendments adopted January 19, 1995.

Senate floor amendments adopted June 26, 1995.
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1 (2) Is sound in body and of good health;
2 (3) Is of good moral character;
3 (4) Has not been convicted of any offense involving dishonesty
4 or which would make the person unfit to perform the duties of
5 this office; and
6 (5) Has successfully undergone a program of psychological
7 testing.
8 d. Every applicant for the position of Human Services police
9 officer appointed pursuant to this section shall have fingerprints

10 taken, which fingerprints shall be filed with the Division of State
11 Police and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
12 e. The Commissioner of Human Services, in consultation with
13 the Attorney General and the Director of the Division of
14 Criminal Justice in the Department of Law and Public Safety,
15 shall promulgate rules and regulations to effectuate the purposes
16 of this section.2

17 (cf: P.L.1957,c.60,s.1)
18 2. N. J.S.2C:39-6 is amended to read as follows:
19 2C:39-6. a. Provided a person complies with the requirements
20 of subsection j. of this section, N.J .S.2C:39-5 does not apply to:
21 (l) Members of the Armed Forces of the United States or of
22 the National Guard while actually on duty, or while traveling
23 between places of duty and carrying authorized weapons in the
24 manner prescribed by the appropriate military authorities;
25 (2) Federal law enforcement officers, and any other federal
26 officers and employees required to carry firearms in the
27 performance of their official duties;
28 (3) Members of the State Police and, under conditions
29 prescribed by the superintendent, members of the Marine Law
30 Enforcement Bureau of the Division of State Police;
31 (4) A sheriff, undersheriff, sheriff's officer, county
32 prosecutor, assistant prosecutor, prosecutor's detective or
33 investigator, deputy attorney general or State investigator
34 employed by the Division of Criminal Justice of the Department
35 of Law and Public Safety, investigator employed by the State
36 Commission of Investigation, inspector of the Alcoholic Beverage
37 Control Enforcement Bureau of the Division of State Police in
38 the Department of Law and Public Safety authorized to carry
39 such weapons by the Superintendent of State Police, State park
40 ranger, or State conservation officer;
41 (5) A prison or jail warden of any penal institution in this State
42 or his deputies, or an employee of the Department of Corrections
43 engaged in the interstate transportation of convicted offenders,
44 while in the performance of his duties, and when required to
45 possess the weapon by his superior officer, or a correction officer
46 or keeper of a penal institution in this State at all times while in
47 the State of New Jersey, provided he annually passes an
48 examination approved by the superintendent testing his
49 proficiency in the handling of firearms;
50 (6) A civilian employee of the United States Government under
51 the supervision of the commanding officer of any post, camp,
52 station, base or other military or naval installation located in this
53 State who is required, in the performance of his official duties, to
54 carry firearms, and who is authorized to carry such firearms by
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1 said commanding officer, while in the actual performance of his
2 official duties;
3 (7) (a) A regularly employed member, including a detective, of
4 the police department of any county or municipality, or of any
5 State, interstate, municipal or county park police force or
6 boulevard police force, at all times while in the State of New
7 Jersey;
8 (b) A special law enforcement officer authorized to carry a
9 weapon as provided in subsection b. of section 7 of P.L.1985,

10 cA39 (C.40A:14-146.14);
11 (c) An airport security officer or a special law enforcement
12 officer appointed by the governing body of any county or
13 municipality, except as provided in subsection b. of this section,
14 or by the commission, board or other body having control of a
15 county park or airport or boulevard police force, while engaged in
16 the actual performance of his official duties and when
17 specifically authorized by the governing body to carry weapons; or
18 (8) A full-time, paid member of a paid or part-paid fire
19 department or force of any municipality who is assigned full-time
20 or part-time to an arson investigation unit created pursuant to
21 section 1 of P.L.1981, c.409 (CAOA:14-7.1) or to the COMty arson
22 investigation unit in the county prosecutor's office, while either
23 engaged in the actual performance of arson investigation duties
24 or while actually on call to perform arson investigation duties and
25 when specifically authorized by the governing body or the county
26 prosecutor, as the case may be, to carry weapons. Prior to being
27 permitted to carry a firearm, such a member shall take and
28 successfully complete a firearms training course administered by
29 the Police Training Commission pursuant to P.L.1961, c.56
30 (C.52:17B-66 et seq.), and shall annually qualify in the use of a
31 revolver or similar weapon prior to being permitted to carry a
32 firearm.
33 b. Subsections a., b. and c. of N.] .S.2C:39-5 do not apply to:
34 (1) A law enforcement officer employed by a govenunental
35 agency outside of the State of New Jersey while actually engaged
36 in his official duties, provided, however, that he has first notified
37 the superintendent or the chief law enforcement officer of the
38 municipality or the prosecutor of the county in which he is
39 engaged; or
40 (2) A licensed dealer in firearms and his registered employees
41 during the course of their normal business while traveling to and
42 from their place of business and other places for the purpose of
43 demonstration, exhibition or delivery in connection with a sale,
44 provided, however, that the weapon is carried in the manner
45 specified in subsection g. of this section.
46 c. Provided a person complies with the requirements of
47 subsection j. of this section, subsections b. and c. of
48 N. I.S.2C:39-5 do not apply to:
49 (1) A special agent of the Division of Taxation who has passed
50 an examination in an approved police training program testing
51 proficiency in the handling of any firearm which he may be
52 required to carry, while in the actual performance of his official
53 duties and while going to or from his place of duty, or any other
54 police officer, while in the actual performance of his official
55 duties;
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1 (2) A State deputy conservation officer or a full-time
2 employee of the Division of Parks and Forestry having the power
3 of arrest and authorized to carry weapons, while in the actual
4 performance of his official duties;
5 (3) (Deleted by amendment, P.L.1986, c.150.)
6 (4) A court attendant serving as such under appointment by the
7 sheriff of the county or by the judge of any municipal court or
8 other court of this State, while in the actual performance of his
9 official duties;

10 (5) A guard in the employ of any railway express company,
11 banking or building and loan or savings and loan institution of this
12 State, while in the actual performance of his official duties;
13 (6) A member of a legally recognized military organization
14 while actually under orders or while going to or from the ':'
15 prescribed place of meeting and carrying the weapons prescribed
16 for drill, exercise or parade;
17 (7) An officer of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
18 Animals, while in the actual performance of his duties;
19 (8) An employee of a public utilities corporation actually
20 engaged in the transportation of explosives;
21 (9) A railway policeman, except a transit police officer of the
22 New Jersey Transit Police Department, at all times while in the
23 State of New Iersey, provided that he has passed an approved
24 police academy training program consisting of at least 280 hours.
25 The training program shall include, but need not be limited to,
26 the handling of firearms, community relations, and juvenile
27 relations;
28 (10) A campus police officer appointed under P.L.1970, c.211
29 (C.18A:6-4.2 et seq.) at all times. Prior to being permitted to
30 carry a firearm, a campus police officer shall take and
31 successfully complete a firearms training course administered by
32 the Police Training Commission, pursuant to P.L.1961, c.56
33 (C.52:17B:"'66 et seq.), and shall annually qualify in the use of a
34 revolver or similar weapon prior to being permitted to carry a
35 firearm;
36 (11) A person who has not been convicted of a crime under the
37 laws of this State or under the laws of another state or the
38 United States, and who is employed as a full-time security guard
39 for a nuclear power plant under the license of the Nuclear
40 Regulatory Commission, while in the actual performance of his
41 official duties;
42 (12) A transit police officer of the New I ersey Transit Police
43 Department, at all times while in the State of New I ersey,
44 provided the officer has satisfied the training requirements of the
45 Police Training Commission, pursuant to subsection c. of section
46 2 of P.L.1989, c.291 (C.27:25-15.1); l[or]l
47 (13) A parole officer employed by the Bureau of Parole in the
48 Department of Corrections at all times. Prior to being permitted
49 to carry a firearm, a parole officer shall take and successfully
50 complete a basic course for regular police officer training
51 administered by the Police Training Commission, pursuant to
52 P.L.1961, c.56 (C.52:17B-66 et seq.), and shall annually qualify in
53 the use of a revolver or similar weapon prior to being permitted
54 to carry a firearm1[.].i1
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1 (l4) A Human Services police officer 2[having the powers
2 afforded under subsection b. of R.S.30:4-1412 at all times while in
3 the State of New Jersey, 2[provided the officer has successfully
4 completed a firearms training course l[administeredl approvedl

5 by the Police Training Commission, pursuant to P.L.lOOl, c.56
6 (C.52:17B-66 et seq.), and shall annually qualify in the use of a
7 handgun or similar weapon prior to being permitted to carry a
8 fireannl as authorized by the Commissioner of Human Services2.
9 d. (1) Subsections c. and d. of N.} .S.2C:39-5 do not apply to

10 antique fireanns, provided that such antique firearms are
11 unloaded or are being fired for the purposes of exhibition or
12 demonstration at an authorized target range or in such other
13 manner as has been approved in writing by the chief law
14 enforcement officer of the municipality in which the exhibition
15 or demonstration is held, or if not held on property under the
16 control of a particular municipality, the superintendent.
17 (2) Subsection a. of N.}.S.2C:39-3 and subsection d. of
18 N.} .S.2C:39-5 do not apply to an antique cannon that is capable
19 of being fired but that is unloaded and immobile, provided that
20 the antique cannon is possessed by (a) a scholastic institution, a
21 museum, a municipality, a county or the State, or (b) a person
22 who obtained a fireanns purchaser identification card as
23 specified in N.}.S.2C:S8-3.
24 (3) Subsection a. of N.} .S.2C:39-3 and subsection d. of
25 N.}.S.2C:39-S do not apply to an unloaded antique cannon that is
26 being transported by one eligible to possess it, in compliance with
27 regulations the superintendent may promulgate, between its
28 permanent location and place of purchase or repair.
29 (4) Subsection a. of N.}.S.2C:39-3 and subsection d. of
30 N.} .S.2C:39-5 do not apply to antique cannons that are being
31 loaded or fired by one eligible to possess an antique cannon, for
32 purposes of exhibition or demonstration at an authorized target
33 range or in the manner as has been approved in writing by the
34 chief law enforcement officer of the municipality in which the
3S exhibition or demonstration is held, or if not held on property
36 under the control of a particular municipality, the
37 superintendent, provided that performer has given at least 30
38 days' notice to the superintendent.
39 (S) Subsection a. of N.} .S.2C:39-3 and subsection d. of
40 N.} .S.2C:39-5 do not apply to the transportation of unloaded
41 antique CaIUlOns directly to or from exhibitions or demonstrations
42 authorized under paragraph (4) of subsection d. of this section,
43 provided that the transportation is in compliance with safety
44 regulations the superintendent may promulgate. Nor do those
45 subsections apply to transportation directly to or from exhibitions
46 or demonstrations authorized under the law of another
47 jurisdiction, provided that the superintendent has been given 30
48 days' notice and that the transportation is in compliance with
49 safety regulations the superintendent may promulgate.
SO e. Nothing in subsections b., c. and d. of N.} .S.2C:39-5 shall be
51 construed to prevent a person keeping or carrying about his place
52 of business, residence, premises or other land owned or possessed
53 by him, any firearm, or from carrying the same, in the manner
54 specified in subsection g. of this section, from any place of
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1 purchase to his residence or place of business, between his
2 dwelling and his place of business, between one place of business
3 or residence and another when moving, or between his dwelling or
4 place of business and place where such firearms are repaired, for
5 the purpose of repair. For the purposes of this section, a place of
6 business shall be deemed to be a fixed location.
7 f. Nothing in subsections b., c. and d. of N.} .S.2C:39-5 shall be
8 construed to prevent:
9 (1) A member of any rifle or pistol club organi7.ed in

10 accordance with the rules prescribed by the National Board for
11 the Promotion of Rifle Practice, in going to or from a place of
12 target practice, carrying such firearms as are necessary for said
13 target practice, provided that the club has filed a copy of its
14 charter with the superintendent and annually submits a list of its
15 members to the superintendent and provided further that the
16 firearms are carried in the manner specified in subsection g. of
17 this section;
18 (2) A person carrying a firearm or knife in the woods or fields
19 or upon the waters of this State for the purpose of hunting, target
20 practice or fishing, provided that the firearm or knife is legal and
21 appropriate for hunting or fishing purposes in this State and he
22 has in his possession a valid hunting license, or, with respect to
23 fresh water fishing, a valid fishing license;
24 (3) A person transporting any firearm or knife while traveling:
25 (a) Directly to or from any place for the purpose of hunting or
26 fishing, provided the person has in his possession a valid hunting
27 or fishing license; or
28 (b) Directly to or from any target range, or other authorized
29 place for the purpose of practice, match, target, trap or skeet
30 shooting exhibitions, provided in all cases that during the course
31 of the travel all firearms are carried in the manner specified in
32 subsection g. of this section and the person has complied with all
33 the provisions and requirements of Title 23 of the Revised
34 Statutes and any amendments thereto and all rules and
35 regulations promulgated thereunder; or
36 (c) In the case of a firearm, directly to or from any exhibition
37 or display of firearms which is sponsored by any law enforcement
38 agency, any rifle or pistol club, or any firearms collectors club,
39 for the purpose of displaying the firearms to the public or to the
40 members of the organization or club, provided, however, that not
41 less than 30 days prior to the exhibition or display, notice of the
42 exhibition or display shall be given to the Superintendent of the
43 State Police by the sponsoring organization or club, and the
44 sponsor has complied with such reasonable safety regulations as
45 the superintendent may promulgate. Any firearms transported
46 pursuant to this section shall be transported in the manner
47 specified in subsection g. of this section;
48 (4) A person from keeping or carrying about a private or
49 commercial aircraft or any boat, or from transporting to or from
50 such vessel for the purpose of installation or repair a visual
51 distress signalling device approved by the United States Coast
52 Guard.
53 g. All weapons being transported under paragraph (2) of
54 subsection b" subsection e., or paragraph (1) or (3) of subsection
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1 f. of this section shall be carried unloaded and contained in a
2 closed and fastened case, gunbox, securely tied package, or
3 locked in the tnmk of the automobile in which it is being
4 transported, and in the course of travel shall include only such
5 deviations as are reasonably necessary under the circumstances.
6 h. Nothing in subsection d. of N. J.S.2C:39-5 shall be construed
7 to prevent any employee of a public utility, as defined in
8 R.S.48:2-13, doing business in this State or any United States
9 Postal Service employee, while in the actual performance of

10 duties which specifically require regular and frequent visits to
11 private premises, from possessing, carrying or using any device
12 which projects, releases or emits any substance specified as being
13 noninjurious to canines or other animals by the Commissioner of
14 Health and which immobilizes only on a temporary basis and
15 produces only temporary physical discomfort through being
16 vaporized or otherwise dispensed in the air for the sole purpose of
17 repelling canine or other animal attacks.
18 The device shall be used solely to repel only those canine or
19 other animal attacks when the canines or other animals are not
20 restrained in a fashion sufficient to allow the employee to
21 properly perform his duties.
22 Any device used pursuant to this act shall be selected from a
23 list of products, which consist of active and inert ingredients,
24 permitted by the Commissioner of Health.
25 i. Nothing in N.J.S.2C:39-5 shall be construed to prevent any
26 person who is 18 years of age or older and who has not been
27 convicted of a felony, from possession for the purpose of personal
28 self-defense of one pocket-sized device which contains and
29 releases not more than three-quarters of an ounce of chemical
30 substance not ordinarily capable of lethal use. or of inflicting
31 serious bodily injury, but rather, is intended to produce temporary
32 physical discomfort or disability through being vaporized or
33 otherwise dispensed in the air. Any person in possession of any
34 device in violation of this subsection shall be deemed and
35 adjudged to be a disorderly person, and upon conviction thereof,
36 shall be punished by a fine of not less than $100.00.
37 j. A person shall qualify for an exemption from the provisions
38 of N. J.S.2C:39-5, as specified under subsections a. and c. of this
39 section, if the person has satisfactorily completed a firearms
40 training course approved by the Police Training Commission.
41 Such exempt person shall not possess or carry a firearm until
42 the person has satisfactorily completed a firearms training course
43 and shall annually qualify in the use of a revolver or similar
44 weapon. For purposes of this subsection, a "firearms training
45 course" means a course of instruction in the safe use,
46 maintenance and storage of firearms which is approved by the
47 Police Training Commission. The commission shall approve a
48 firearms training course if the requirements of the course are
49 substantially equivalent to the requirements for firearms training
50 provided by police training courses which are certified under
51 section 6 of P.L.1961, c.56 (C.52:17B-71). A person who is
52 specified in paragraph (1), (2), (3) or (6) of subsection a. of this
53 section shall be exempt from the requirements of this subsection.
54 k. Nothing in subsection d. of N.J.S.2C:39-5 shall be construed
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1 to prevent any financial institution, or any duly authorized
2 personnel of the institution, from possessing, carrying or using for
3 the protection of money or property, any device ~hich projects,
4 releases or emits tear gas or other substances intended to
5 produce temporary physical discomfort or temporary
6 identification.
7 (cf: P.L.1993, c.246, s.2)
8 23. (New section) No Human Services police officer shall
9 carry a firearm unless specifically authorized by the

10 Commissioner of Human Services and provided that the officer
11 has satisfactorily completed a basic firearms course required by
12 the Police Training Commission.2

13 24. (New section) Human Services police officers appointed
14 pursuant to R.S.30:4-14 shall satisfy the training requirements
15 established by the Police Training Commission as follows:
16 a. All officers appointed pursuant to this section after the
17 effective date of this act shall successfully complete, within one
18 year of the date of their appointment, a training course approved
19 by the Police Training Commission;
20 b. All officers appointed and in employment on the effective
21 date of this act may continue in employment if, within 18 months
22 of the effective date of this act, they have satisfied the training
23 requirements of the Police Training Commission; and
24 c. The Commissioner of Human Services may request from the
25 Police Training Commission an exemption from all or part of the
26 training requirements of this section on behalf of a current or
27 prospective officer who demonstrates successful completion of a
28 police training course conducted by any federal. state or other
29 public or private agency, the requirements of which are
30 substantially equivalent to the requirements of the Police
31 Training Commission. 2

32 1[3.] 5.1 This act shall take effect immediately.
33
34
35
36
37 Accords full police powers to certain trained Human Services
38 police officers.

•
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