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P.L.IHS. CHAPTEIl2S'. II"",..• .t."..••• ",. 
1994 ~bl, No. 20.' 

J AN ACT coneeminl the ~ of evidence tiDt to a 
2 victim'a maaner of dnes in ..xual ...ult CII8I ............ 
3 N.J.S.2C:14-7. 
4 

5 8E IT ENACTED .y 'M se"",. """ Genera' MHmbIy 01 'lie 
6 S',,'e 01 New Jlftey: 
7 1. N.J.S.ZC;14-7 is amended to read .. follows:
 
8 2C:14-7. a. In pPOI8cutioDs for 8Ql8Vated sexual lIII8Ult.
 
9 I8XWIl ...ult. aaravated crimiDal sexual c:ontact. criminal
 

10 sexual contact, MJdqeriDI the welfare of a child In violation of 
11 N.).5.2C:24-4 or the fourth delfU crime ofl~ in violation 
12 of aublection b. of N. J.S.2e:14-4. evideace of the victim' s 
13 previOuS 88XU8l conduct shall not be admitted nor reference made 
14 to it in the pnII8IlCe of the jury except .. provided in this 
16 IeCtioD. When the defendant aeeb to admit such evideDc. for 
18 any purpose. the defendant m..t apply for aD order of tile court 
17 before the trial or preliminar)' beariDg. except that the court may 
18 aDow the motion to be made durinI trial if tile court detennines 
19 that the evidence is newly discovered lIIId could aot bave been 
20 obtaiaed .arlier tJuouP the exercise of due dilipnce. After the 
21 application is mede, the court IIball coaduct • hearina in camera 
22 to determine the admissibility of the evidence. If the court finda 
23 that evidence offered by the defendant reludiDa the I8XUIIl 
24 conduct of the victim is relevant 8Dd biably materiU IDlI meets 
25 the reqUirements of sublectionll c. and d. of tbillICttaD 8IId that 
26 the probative value of the evidence offered ....tllltiall' 
27 outweighs its collateral nature or the pzobebUity that its 
28 admission will create \8Jdue prejudice, confusion of the iIIues. or 
29 unwarranted invaaion of the privacy of the victim. the court mall 
30 enter an order AttiDI forth with specificity wbat evidence may 
31 be introduced and the nature of the questions which ahal1 be 
32 pennitted. and the reuons why the court finds that such evidence 
33 satisfi. tbe standards contained in this section. 1be defendant 
34 may then offer evidence under the order of the court. 
35 b. In the absence of clear ~ convincinl ptOOf t!! the 
36 contl'8l')', evidence of the victim I s sexual conduct occurrinl more 
37 than 0Il8 ,ear before the date of the offense chlled is p_ed 
38 to be iDadmiIIible under tbia section. 
39 c. Evidence of previa.. sexual conduct with "1'lOIII other than 
40 the defendant which II offered by ..., lay or expert wim- ...... 
41 not be COIIIidered relevlllt unl_ it is material to PIOViDa the 
42 lOutee of semen, prepanc, or dileue. 

EllPU*TlClH-ftltt.r .nclOled In bold-f.ced Itr.cll.h nll"l! In ttlt 
.bovI .411 II not .n.et" .n4 41 Cftt,nd.. to ....ttt" Cft t~ 1... 

Matt.r und.rllnd i.IlMa \I new ..ttlr. 

" 
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1 d. Evidence of the victim's previous sexual conduct with the 
2 defendant shall be considered relevant if it is probative of 
3 whether a reasonable person, knowing what the defendant knew 
4 at the time of the alleged offense, would have believed that the 
5 alleged victim freely and affirmatively permitted the sexual 
6 behavior complained of. 
7 e. Evidence of the manner in which the victim was dressed at 
8 the time an offense was committed shall not be admitted unless 
9 such evidence is determined by the court to be relevant and 

10 admissible in the interest of justice, after an offer of proof by 
11 the proponent of such evidence outside the hearing of the jury or 
12 at such hearing as the court may require, and a statement by the 
13 court of its findings of fact essential to its determination. A 
14 statement by the court of its findings shall also be included in the 
15 record. 
16 [e.] L. For the purposes of this section, "sexual conduct" shall 
17 mean any conduct or behavior relating to sexual activities of the 
18 victim, including but not limited to previous or subsequent 
19 experience of sexual penetration or sexual contact, use of 
20 contraceptives, sexual activities reflected in gynecological 
21 records, living arrangement and life style. 
22 (cf: P.L.1994, c.95, s.l) 
23 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
24 
25 
26 STATEMENT 
27 
28 This bill would prohibit the introduction of evidence of the 
29 manner in which a victim was dressed at the time of the 
30 commission of a sexual offense unless it is determined by the 
31 court to be relevant and admissible in the interest of justice. 
32 
33 
34 

35 

36 Excludes certain evidence concerning the type of clothing worn 
37 by victim at time of assault. 



ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY, LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY,No. 2047 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: SEPTEMBER 19, 1994 

The Assembly Judiciary, Law and Public Safety Committee 
reports favorably Assembly Bill No. 2047. 

This bill amends N. J.S. 2C:14-7 and would prohibit the 
introduction of evidence of the manner in which a victim was 
dressed at the time of the commission of a sexual offense unless it 
is determined by the court to be relevant and admissible in the 
interest of justice. The bill provides that there be an offer of proof 
by the proponent of such evidence outside the hearing of the jury or 
at such hearing as the court may require, and a statement by the 
court of its findings of fact essential to its determination. A 
statement by the court of its findings shall also be included in the 
record. 



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY,No. 2047
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: NOVEMBER 21,1994 

The Senate Judiciary Committee reports favorably Assembly 
Bill No. 2047. 

This bill would prohibit the introduction of evidence of the 
marmer in which a victim was dressed at the time of the 
commission of a sexual offense unless it is determined by the court 
to be relevant and admissible in the interest of justice. The bill 
provides that there be an offer of proof by the proponent of such 
evidence outside the hearing of the jury or at such hearing as the 
court may require. A statement by the court of its findings shall 
also be included in the record. 
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Gov. Christie Whitman signed legislation today to prohibit the manner in which a sexual 
assault victim is dressed from being introduced as evidence. 

"Today we affirm the right of every victim of violent crime to be treated with respect," said 
. Gov. Whitman. "No longer will victims find themselves on trial, having to defend the way they 

look or the way they dress." 

A-2047/S-1349, sponsored by Assemblyman Leonard Lance (R­
WarrenIHunterdonlMercer) and Senator John Scott (R-BergenlEssex/Passaic), prohibits the 
introduction of evidence relating to the manner in which a victim was dressed at the time of the 
commission of a sexual offense, unless it is determined by the court to be relevant and admissible 
in the interest ofjustice. 

The bill also provides that the judge must hold a separate hearing outside the presence of 
~he jury to determine whether the type ofclothing worn by the victim is relevant and admissible as 
evidence and must state his or her reasons on the record. 
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