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P.L.199S. CHAP'I'EIl88. approfl. May t. J995 

1994 Al8embly No. 817 

I AN ACT conceminl the provision of interpretinl services.
 
2 amendina N.r.S.2B:8-1 and P.L.I985. c.404.
 
3
 
4 BE IT ENACTED by lite Serra'e and Genera' A..ernb'y 0/ 'lte
 
5 S'a'e 0/ New Jeraey:
 
6 1. N.J.S.2B:8-1 is amended to read as follows: 
7 28:8-1. Interpreters. Each county shall provide interpreting 
8 services necessary for cases from that county in the Law Division 
9 and the Family Part of the Chancery Division. A county may 

10 provide interpreting services throup the use of persons hired for 

_-----------'1­

11 
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that purpose. If interpreters are employed. they shall be 
. appointed and shall perfonn their duties in the manner 
established by the Chief Justice, and shall serve at the pleasure 
of the appointinl authority. For the purpose of detennininB their 
compensation. these employees shall be considered county 
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16 employees. 
17 As used in this section "interpretiJyr services" shall include the 
18 erovision of services to assist a developmentallY disabled person. 
19 as that tenn is defined in section 3 of P.L.197', c.82 (C.30:8D-3l. 
20 and to 8Slist a hearin;- impaired penon to understand 9Uf'tions 
21 and to fl'8lD8 and express answers in a criminal proceedinsj 
22 provided that the person is not otherwise dilgualified as a witness. 
23 (cf: P.L.1991, c.n9, 5.1) 
24 2. Section 6 of P.L.1985. c.404(C.52:48-44) is amended to read 
25 as follows: 
26 6. a. The Attorney General shall, throush the Office or 
27 Victim-Witness Advocacy in the Division of Criminal Justice in 
28 the Department of Law and Public Safety Indin consultation 
29 with the couaty prosecutors. promulaate standards for law 
30 enforcement 818Dcies to ensure that the rights of crime victims 
31 are enforced. 
32 b. The standards shall require that the Office of 
33 Victim-Witness Advocacy in the Division of Criminal Justice and 
34 each county prosecutor's office provide the followinl services 
35 upon request for victims and witll8lll8& involved In the 
36 pl'088Cution of a case: 
37 (1) Orientation infonnation about the criminal Justice system 
38 and the victim' 8 and witness I s role in the criminal justice 
39 process; 
40 (2) Notification of any chans8 in the case status and of final 
41 disposition: 
42 (3) Infonnation on crime prevention and on avallable responI88 

• 43 to witness intimiclation; 
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1 (4) Inlonnatian about available ..rriceI to meet ... 
2 reMIltinl from the crime IIId referrals to ..mce qencl_, where 
3 appropriate: 
.. (5) Advance notice of the date, time and plece of the 
5 defendant's initial appearance before a. Judicial officer, 
6 submiuion to the court of any plea qreemeat, the trial and 
7 I8Iltencinl: 
8 (6) Advance notice of when presence in court lI ...t needed; 
9 (7) Advice about available compensation. natitutiaa and other 

10 forms of recovery and _stance in applyiq for aovemment 
11 compensation: 
12 (8) A waiting or reception area separate flOm the defendant 
13 for use durinl court proceedings: 
14 (9) An escort or accompaniment for intimidated victims or 
15 witn8lles durinl court appearances; 
16 (10) Infonoation about directions. parking, courthouse and 
17 courtroom locations, transportation services and witn881 fees, in 
18 advance of court appearances; 
19 (11) Assistance for victims and witnesses in meetinl special 
20 needs when required to make court appearances, such as 
21 transportation and cbild care arranaementsi 
22 (12). Assistance in making travel and lodaiD8 arrangements for 
23 out-of-State witnesses: 
24 (13) Notification to employers of victims _ witnell88, if 
25 cooperation in the investilatio~ or plOl8CUtion causes absence 
26 flOm work; 
27 (14) Notification of tbe case disposition, includina the trial and 
28 sentencing; 
29 (15) Assistance to victims in submitting a written statement to 
30 a representative of the county prosecutor's office about the 
31 impact of the crime prior to the prosecutor's rmal decision 
32 concerning whether fonnal charps Win be filed; 
33 (16) Advice to victims about their risht to make a atatement 
34 about the impact of the crime for inclusion in the presentence 
35 report or at time of pamle consideration, if applicable: 
36 (17) Notification to victims of the right to make an in-person 
37 
38 

statement. prior to sentencin,a, directly to the sentenc.inl court 
concemina the impact of the crime; [and) 

39 (11) Expediting the return of PlOperty when lID longer needed 
40 as evidence; and 
41 
42 
43 

(19) Interpret. MMe. for victim! pd witp••.~ 

nec__" to ..,t.victim or witpeP wIlD .. hMrJgI 'nmt!!!d or 
developnentallx '!!hied .. delJned AD _t' , of P,L.l8Z?, c,a 

44 (C.30:1D-3) to .1!t1Dd CIU8ItioallDd f!!lll.... 
45 (cf: P,L.1991. c.44. s.2) 
46 3. ThiI act shan take effect immediately. 
47 
48 
49 
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61 Requi~ the county and the county Pl'OHCUtor to plOvide 
52 interpretiq_rvic. under certain clrcUlDltlllCel, 
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1 (3) Infonnation on crime prevention and on available responses 
2 to witness intimidation; 
3 (4) Infonnation about available services to meet needs 
4 resulting from the crime and referrals to service agencies, where 
5 appropriate; 
6 (5) Advance notice of the date, time and place of the 
7 defendant I s initial appearance before a judicial officer, 
8 submission to the court of any plea agreement, the trial and 
9 sentencing; 

10 (6) Advance notice of when presence in court is not needed; 
11 (7) Advice about available compensation, restitution and other 
12 forms of recovery and assistance in applying for government 
13 compensation; 
14 (8) A waiting or reception area separate from the defendant 
15 for use during court proceedings; 
16 (9) An escort or accompaniment for intimidated victims or 
17 wi tnesses during court appearances; 
18 (10) Information about directions, parking, courthouse and 
19 courtroom locations, transportation services and witness fees, in 
20 advance of court appearances; 
21 (11) Assistance for victims and witnesses in meeting special 
22 needs when required to make court appearances, such as 
23 transportation and child care arrangements; 
24 (12) Assistance in making travel and lodging arrangements for 
25 out-of-State witnesses; 
26 (13) Notification to employers of victims and witnesses, if 
27 cooperation in the investigation or prosecution causes absence 
28 from work; 
29 (14) Notification of the case disposition, including the trial and 
30 sentencing; 
31 (15) Assistance to victims in submitting a written statement to 
32 a representative of the COllilty prosecutor I s office about the 
33 impact of the crime prior to the prosecutor's final decision 
34 concerning whether formal charges will be filed; 
35 (16) Advice to victims about their right to make a statement 
36 about the impact of the crime for inclusion in the presentence 
37 report or at time of parole consideration, if applicable; 
38 (17) Notification to victims of the right to make an in-person 
39 statement, prior to sentencing, directly to the sentencing court 
40 concerning the impact of the crime; and 
41 (18) Expediting the return of property when no longer needed 
42 as evidence; and 
43 (19) Interpreting services for victims and witnesses when 
44 necessary to assist a victim or witness who is hearing impaired or 
45 developmentally disabled as defined in section 3 of P.L.1977, c.82 
46 (C.30:6D-3) to understand questions and frame answers. 
47 (cf: P.L.1991, c.44, s.2) 
48 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 
49 
50 
51 STATEMENT 
52 
53 N. J.S.2B:8-1 presently requires counties to provide interpreting 
54 services during judicial proceedings. This bill would clarify that 
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1 interpreting services as used in N. J.5.28:8-1 shall include the 
2 provision of services to assist developmentally disabled persons 
3 and persons who are hearing impaired to frame and express 
4 answers in criminal proceedings. 
5 The bill would also require county prosecutors to provide 
6 interpreting services to persons involved in criminal 
7 investigations including persons who are developmentally disabled 
8 or hearing impaired. 
9 

10 
11 

12 

13 Requires the county and the county prosecutor to provide 
14 interpreting services under certain circumstances. 



ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY. LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 817 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: JANUARY 20,1994 

The Assembly Judiciary, Law and Public Safety Committee 
reports favorably Assembly Bill No. 817. 

N. J.S.2B:8-1 presently requires counties to provide interpreting 
services during judicial proceedings. This bill would clarify that the 
term "interpreting services" as used in N. J.S.2B:8-1 shall include 
the provision of services to assist developmentally disabled persons 
and persons who are hearing impaired to frame and express answers 
in criminal proceedings. 

The bill would also amend N. J.S. A. 52: 4B-44 to require the 
Office of Victim-Witness Advocacy in the Division of Criminal 
Justice and the county prosecutors to provide upon request 
interpreting services to persons who are developmentally disabled 
or hearing impaired who are involved in the prosecution of a case as 
victims or witnesses. 

This bill was prefiled for introduction in the 1994 session 
pending technical review. As reported, the bill includes the changes 
required by technical review which has been performed. 



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 817
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: MARCH 13, 1995 

The Senate Judiciary Committee reports favorably Assembly 
Bill No. 817. 

N.J.S.2B:8-1 presently requires counties to provide interpreting 
services during judicial proceedings. This bill would clarify that the 
term "interpreting services" as used in N.J.S.2B:8-1 shall include 
the provision of services to assist developmentally disabled persons 
and persons who are hearing impaired to frame and express answers 
in criminal proceedings. 

This bill would also amend N. J.S.A.52:4B-44 to require the 
Office of Victim-Witness Advocacy in the Division of Criminal 
Justice and the county prosecutors to provide upon request 
interpreting services to persons who are developmentally disabled 
or hearing impaired who are involved in a criminal case as a victim 
or witness. 
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