
2C:l'1-r 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY CHECKLIST 
Compiled by the NJ state Law Library 

(pornography--videos) 

NJSA: 2C:24-4 

LAWS OF: 1995 CHAPTER: 109 

BILL NO: A38 

SPONSOR(S): Vandervalk 

DATE INTRODUCED: June 9, 1994 
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See newspaper clippings--attached:
 
"State's child pornography laws strengthened," 6-2-95, Star Ledger.
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P.Ll.., CHAP'I'Ell108, """,.."J.... I, 1M 
1114~No.S8 

J AN ACt' c:oncembqJ child pomopaphy end emendina 
2 N.J.8.ZC:24-4. 
3 
4 BE IT ENACTED ., ,he SenG,. _ Genera' Aaemb'JI 01 ,he 

5 Sta,. 01 N_ Jerwy. 
6 1. N. J.S.ZC:24-4 is emended to read • foU0w8: 
7 2C:Z4-4. Enduael'iDl Welfare of Childreft. a. Arty pel'lOD 
8 baviq a Ie,.. duty for the care of a child or who bu lI8UI1led 
8 Nlf"lliwibiUty for the C8!'8 of a c:hl1d Who ....a In ..xual 

10 conduct which would impair or debauch the moralS of tb8 child, 
11 or who eauI8S the child bann that would mike the Child III abuIed 
12 or _aleeted child • dermed iD R.S.9:8-1, R.s.9:8-3 snd 
13 P.LI974, c.UB, U (C.B:e-8.21) is pilty of a crime of the I8COIId 
14 deane. Arrr other pellOll who ..... in COIIduct or who ca... 
15 hann u dacrlbed in this sublJection to a child under the age of 16 
16 is JUilty of a crime of the third de,ree. 
17 b. As UIed ia thia IUblectiou: 
18 (1) -Child-Ihallmun any penon under 16 years of 8Ie. 
19 (2) -Prohibited sexual act- means 
20 (a) Sexual intercourse; or 
21 (b) An8l intercowse; or 
22 (c) ~tioD; or 
23 (d) iaUty: OJ' 

24 (e) SadiIm; or 
25 (I) ~bism: or 
.- - (Il FeDatio; or 
27 (h) QmnjliUIUl; or 
28 (i) Nudity, if depicted for the purpose of sexual stimulation or 
29 ,ratification of lIlY pel'lDD who may view such depictloD. 
30 (3) Arty person. iacludina eny pareDt. pudiU, or other pellOll 
31 lepUy dIarpd with the "'" or CUltodv of • c:hUd. wIlD clUl8l or 
32 penni.. a child to 8DI... in a PfQhibItaet lexUaleet or In the 
33 simulation of such In act if the perIOD 'bOWs. W'ftiaIaa to know 
34 or int" tbat the prohibited act ma,.' phokilrQbed, filmed, 
35 reproduced. or reconstructed in ..., m.....r or ma, be put of en 
36 exhibition or perfonnance is suilty of a crime of the second 
37 de,ree. 
38 (4) Anf penon who photosnpha or films a child in • plOhlbited 
39 sexual act or in the simulation of IUCb an act or wIlD ..., 
40 device to reproduce or NC:OIIItlUCt the 1m... of • chUd In a 
41 pmhlbited II_I let or in the limutatlon or auab 1ft eet II _ty 
42 of a crime of the IICOnd ....I'M. 

ElkAlMTI........U., -"C'Oltcl III "'''flc. lII'IC'etl ttllulJ til the
 
..... IItn II lIOt OIllet II Int..... to" _ttt. III the , ... 

lieU" ••,11_ ~ II _U.,. 
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13, ..~i'~~ted .ct ~.~,""'tiallDflUCh an 
14..,.,.~~.~~(",~'itf.~~ ...... 
1& €e) .." ~qf"~t. a ~:•.~ depleted u 
18 o~ ~ta: tb8 :.... 01 ........r; tb8 ... ,f 18 In anr 
17"~ or fum'IbaIi be Nbuttabi7 pnuned to be under the 
18 _of 18•. 
19 fer: ,1; 1992. c.G) 
20 2. 11aia act sball take effect immediatelr. 
21 
22 
23 STATEMENT 
24 
26 Currentlr. N.'.S.A.2C:24-4 pl'DYidel that.•, ..penua who 
28 mlDUfllCmr.. I81Is or poIIa•• -any pbo~~~vjdeot.... 
27 or aD)' other I'IIPftIductiDa or teCOIIItftlCtigD-.,.___ cbild 
28 poftlMl'8(lbr ilpilty 01 • crime. ~ .... ~:.~ that 
29 COR'l'Uter 1tIO'1'IIIII1Dd video pm. COfttainlnl _ pomopapby 
30 ....... prohibited under the statute. 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 darin. that the .-...fac;tuIe. uIe aad l'Q II"OIP of COIQPUter 
38 (Jl'OItIIqS or video ......Ptalldnl cbiId pomo.r.6..,crim.. 
31 . UDder tile child POftlDll'8llbr atatute. 
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1 (5) (a) Any person who knowingly receives for the purpose of 
2 selling or who knowingly sells, procures, manufactures. gives, 
3 provides, lends, trades, mails, delivers, transfers, publishes. 
4 distributes, circulates, disseminates, presents, exhibits, 
5 advertises, offers or agrees to offer any photograph, film, 
6 videotape, computer program, video game or any other 
7 reproduction or reconstruction which depicts a child engaging in a 
8 prohibited sexual act or in the simulation of such an act, is guilty 
9 of a crime of the second degree. 

10 (b) Any person who knowingly possesses or knowingly views any 
11 photograph, film, videotape, computer program, video game or 
12 any other reproduction or reconstruction which depicts a child 
13 engaging in a prohibited sexual act or in the simulation of such an 
14 act, is guilty of a crime of the fourth degree. 
15 (6) For purposes of this subsection, a person who is depicted as 
16 or presents the appearance of being under the age of 16 in any 
17 photograph or film shall be rebuttably presumed to be under the 
18 age of 16. 
19 (cf: P.L. 1992, c.6) 
20 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
21 
22 
23 STATEMENT 
24 
25 Currently, N.} .S.A.2C:24-4 provides that a person who 
Z6 manufactures, sells or possesses "any photograph, film, videotape 
Z7 or any other reproduction or reconstruction" containing child 
Z8 pornography is guilty of a crime. This bill would clarify that 
Z9 computer programs and video games containing child pornography 
30 are also prohibited under the statute. 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 Clarifies that the manufacture, sale and possession of computer 
36 programs or video games containing child pornography are crimes 
37 under the child pornography statute. 



ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY, LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY
 
COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO
 

~EMBLY, No. 38 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: JUNE 13, 1994 

The Assembly Judiciary, Law and Public Safety Committee 
reports favorably Assembly Bill No. 38. 

Currently, N.J .S.A.2C:24-4 provides that a person who 
knowingly manufactures, sells or possesses .. any photograph, film, 
videotape or any other reproduction or reconstruction" containing 
child pornography is guilty of a crime. This bill would clarify that 
computer programs and video games containing child pornography 
are also prohibited under the statute. 



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 38
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: NOVEMBER 3, 1994 

The Senate Judiciary Committee reports favorably Assembly 
Bill No. 38. 

Currently, N.J .S.A.2C:24-4 provides that a person who 
knowingly manufactures, sells or possesses "any photograph, film, 
videotape or any other reproduction or reconstruction" containing 
child pornography is guilty of a criminal offense. This bill would 
clarify that computer programs and video games containing child 
pornography are also prohibited under that statute. 



'1 Itt, lLi 

.. (; U ( 

OFFICE OF TH E GOVERNOR
 
NEWS RELEASE 

CN-001 
Contact: 

TRENTON, 
Release: 

N.J. 08625 

Jon Shure 
Jo Glading 
609/292-8956 

Wednesday 
April 1, 1992 

POSSESSION A CRI1!m 

PRINCETON - Law enforcement officials will have another tool in efforts to 
crack down on the exploitive child pornography business as Governor Jim Florio 
today signed a law making it a crime in the state to possess pornographic materials 
using children. 

"Child pornography is soul-killing sickness. The scars it leaves on its victims 
may be invisible, but they are deep and crippling and sometimes, they are 
permanent," said Governor florio, attending the Child Assault Prevention 
Conference. 'There is no place for such behavior in a civilized society. And we will 
not tolerate it in New Jersey." 

"New Jersey law already prohibits the sale and production of child 
pornography. But just choking off the supply side isn't enough. Our new child 
pornography prevention law will destroy the market for the exploitive use of 
children by making possession of child pornography a crime. From now on, we'll 
treat anyone who would rob our children of their innocence the same way we treat 
people who rob banks - as criminals," he said. "Our new law is among the toughest 
in the nation. 

The bill, A 263, sponsored by Assemblymen Gary Stuhltrager/Frank 
LoBiondo and Senator Joseph Palaia, makes it a fourth degree crime to possess child 
pornography materials, with a prison term of up to 18 months and fines up to 
$7,500. Currently, New Jersey law makes it a second degree crime to sell child 
pornography with a prison term of between five and ten years. 

In 1990, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that states could ban possession of 
child pornography materials without violating the federal Constitution. The Court 
based its ruling on its finding that a state was justified in protecting children by 
banning possession as a way to cut off the market. 

- over­



"Childhood ought to be a time of wonder and discovery, a time to be safe, 
strong and free. Every child needs and deserves such a time but not every child gets 
it. Some are robbed of it by people who prey on the trust and innocence -- producers 
and collectors of child pornography," Governor Florio said. "We have a 
responsibility to protect our children from these moral vultures. And we have a 
responsibility in government to use the law to protect the rights of the innocent. 
Today, we're taking another step toward fulfilling that mandate." 

### 


	CHECKLIST
	FINAL TEXT OF BILL
	SPONSOR'S STATEMENT
	ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE STATEMENT
	SENATE COMMITTEE STATEMENT
	GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE ON SIGNING

