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SENATE, NO$ 3163
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
INTRODUCJDD MARCH 23, 1981 

By Senator PlDRSKIE 

Referred to Committee on Judiciary 

AN ACT concerning the oaths to be taken by certain judicial officers 

and amending sections 1, 3 and 4 of P. L. 1948, c. 335 (C. 41 :2A-1, 

41 :2A-3 and 41 :2A-4) and section 1 of P. L. 1951, c. 351 (C; 

41 :2A-6). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 1 of P. L. 1948, c. 335 (C. 41 :2A-1) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 1. 'rhe Chief Justice and each Associate Justice of the [new] 

4 Supreme Court and each judge of the Superior Court [and of the 

5 county courts], before entering upon the duties of his office, shall 

6 take and subscribe the oath of allegiance prescribed by R. S. 41 :1-1, 

7 and the oath of office required to be taken by judicial officers. 

1 2. Section 3 of P. L. 1948, c. 335 (C. 41 :2A-3) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 3. Any justice of tbe Supreme Court way admillister the oaths 

4 to a person appointed Chief Justice of the Supreme Court[,] or 

5 associate justice of the Supreme Court [or judge of the Superior 

6 Court,] and any justice of the Supreme Court or judge of the 

7 Superior Court may administer the oaths to a person appointed a 

8 judge of the [County] Supe'rio'r Court. Any judge of [any County] 

9 the S'/,~pe1'ior Court may administer the oaths to a person appointed 

10 a judge of any juvenile and domestic relations court, cOlmty 

11 district court [or criminal judicial district court] or the judge [or 

12 magistrate] of any other court, and any surrogate, deputy surra­

13 gate or special deputy surrogate. 

1 3. Section 4 of P. L. 1948, c. 335 (C. 41 :2A-4) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 4. The oaths shall also be subscribed by the judicial officer taking 

4 the oaths and, if the judicial officer is a Supreme Court Justice or 

5 judge of the Superior Court, shall be filed in the office of the 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold·faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
i. 110t enscted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 



2
 

G R8(',r8tar~v of Stater. and if a judge of a County Court shall be filed 

7 in the office of the count)' clerk of the particular county and a copy 

8 thereof shall be sent \vithin 20 days by the county clerk to the 

9 Secretary of State, who shall file snch copy]. 

1 4. Section 1 of P. L. 1951, c. 351 (C. 41 :2A-6) IS amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 1. The Chief J"ustice, the Associate Justices of the Supreme 

4 Court, the judges of the Superior Court, [the judges of the county 

5 courts,] the judges of the county district courts, the judges [speci­

6 ally appointed for] of the juvenile and domestic relations courts 

7 [for certain counties, the judges of the criminal judicial district 

8 courts], the [magistrates] judges of the municipal courts, the 

9 judges of all other courts and the surrogate, deputy surrogates and 

10 special deputy surrogates shall, before entering upon the execution 

11 of their respective offices, take and subscribe the following oath: 

12 "I, , do solemnly swear that I will 

13 support the Constitution of this State and the Constitution of the 

14 United States, and will perform the duties of my office, faithfully, 

15 impartially and justly, to the best of my ability. So help me God." 

1 5. r.J~his act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMEN'l' 

Presently, only justices of the Supreme Court may administer 

the oaths of office to persons appointed to Superior Court judges. 

Because of the schedules of Supreme Court J"ustices and the 

distances that have to be travelled, this requirement often proves 

inconvenient. Therefore, this bill would allow all Superior Court 

judges to administer oaths of office to other persons appointed to 

the Superior Court. The bill also deletes a number of obsolete 

references in the statutes governing the taking of oaths by judicial 

officers. 



SENATE, No. 3163 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
IN,]~RODUC1~~D MARCH 23, 1981
 

By Senator PERSKIE
 

Referred to Committee on Judiciary
 

AN ACT concerning the oaths to be taken by certain judicial officers 

and amending sections 1, 3 and 4 of P. L. 1948, c. 335 (C. 41 :2A-1, 

41 :2A-3 and 41 :2A-4) and section 1 of P. L. 1951, c. 351 (C. 

41 :2A-6). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 1 of P. L. 1948, c. 335 (C. 41 :2A-1) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 1. 'rhe Chief .Justice and each Associate Justice of the [new] 

4 Supreme Court and each judge of the Superior Court [and of the 

5 county courts], before entering upon the duties of his office, shall 

6 take and subscribe the oath of allegiance prescribed by R. S. 41 :1-1, 

7 and the oath of office required to be taken by judicial officers. 

1 2. Section 3 of P. L. 1948, c. 335 (C. 41 :2A-3) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 3. Any justice of the Superme Court may administer the oaths 

4 to a person appointed Chief Justice of the Supreme Court[,] or 

5 associate justice of the Supreme Court [or judge of the Superior 

6 Court,] and any justice of the Superme Court or judge of the 

7 Superior Court may administer the oaths to a person appointed a 

8 judg'e of the [County] Superior Court. Any judge of [any County] 

9 the S1tperior Court may administer the oaths to a person appointed 

10 a judge of any juvenile and domestic relations court, county 

11 district court [or criminal judicial district court] or the judge [or 

12 magistrate] of any other court, and any surrogate, deputy surro­

13 gate or special deputy surrogate. 

1 3. Section 4 of P. L. 1948, c. 335 (C. 41 :2A-4) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 4. The oaths shall also be subscribed by the judicia.! officer taking 

4 the oaths and, if the judicial officer is a Supreme Court Justice or 

5 judge of the Superior Court, shall be filed in the office of the 

ExPLANA.TION-Matter	 enclosed in bold·faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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6 SeC'retary of State[ and if a judge of a County Court shall be filed 

7 in the office of the county clerk of the particular county and a copy 

8 thereof shall be sent within 20 days by the county clerk to the 

9 SeC'retar)' of State, who shall file such copy]. 

1 4. Section 1 of P. L. 1951, e. 351 (C. 41 :2A-6) 1S amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 1. '1'11(' Chief .TustiC'e, the Associate Justices of the Supreme 

4 Court, the judg-es of the Superior Court, [the judges of the county 

5 courts,] the judges of the county district courts, the judges [speci­

(j ally appointed for] of the 5uve11i18 and domestic relations courts 

7 [for certain e01111ties, the judg-es of the criminal judicial district 

8 eourts], the [magistrates] :iu,dqes of the municipal courts, the 

9 judges of all other eourts and the surrogate, deputy surrogates and 

10 speeial deput~- surrog'ates shall, before entering upon the execution 

11 of their respective offiees, take and subseribe the following oath: 

12 "I, , do solemnly swear that I will 

13 support the Constitution of this State and the Constitution of the 

14 United States, ana will perform the duties of my office, faithfully, 

15 impartially and justly, to the best of my ability. So help me God." 

1 5. This act shall take efied immediately. 

STATJ,JMENT 

Presently, only justices of the Supreme Court may administer 

the oaths of office to persons appointed to Superior Court judges. 

Because of the schedules of Supreme Court Justices and the 

distances that have to be travelled, this requirement often proves 

inconvenient. Therefore, this bill would allow all Superior Court 

judges to administer oaths of ofiice to other persons appointed to 

the Superior Court. 'rhe bill also deletes a number of obsolete 

referenees in the statutes governing the taking of oaths by judicial 

officers. 



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 3163 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATlDD: APRIL 27, 1981 

Presently, only Supreme Court Justices nre authorized to administer 

the oaths of office to Superior Court judgt)s. Senate Bill No. 3163 

would permit Superior Court judges to administer the oath of office 

to other Superior Court judges. 

Senate Bill No. 3163 also deletes some obsolete references 1Il the 

statutes governing the taking of oaths by judicial officers. 



ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY, LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND
 
DEFENSE COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 3163 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: DECEMBER 7, 1981 

Presently, only Supreme Court Justices are authorized to administer 

the oaths of office to Superior Court judges. Senate Bill No. :316:1 would 

permit Superior Court judges to administer the oath of office to other 

Superior Court judges. 

Senate Bill No. 3163 also deletes some obsolete references in the 

statutes governing the taking of oaths by judicial officers. 



BOG DO>!I) 

Governor P,'ertdan Byrne tod~\'y Siglit'd thr~ fol1O'.·!in9 bins: 

5-3259, sponsored by Senator laurence S. \!eiss (D-Ilidd1esex), requiring the 

Senate and Assembly to fill any legislative vacanCies by a special election 37 to 

43 days after a respective house has issued a writ-~-the ~.Tit to be issued within 

ten "days after the vacancy is created. The requirement applies at all times except 

during the last three months of the second legislative year~ During that period, the 

affected house would have the discretion~-as they now do--of filling a vacant seat. 

Under the bill, the State would pick up the costs of any special election. 

S-1232, sponsored by Senator James P. Vreeland Jr. (R-Morris), allm'ring members 

of certain closely related professions to form professional' corporations. Under current 

law, only members of professions rendering the same service may incorporat~a 

This bill would specifically allm'l, for example, architects, land surveyors 

and land planners or physicians, dentists and surgeo.ns to form profess'ional corporations. 

S-3348, sponsored by Senator Carme~ Orechio (D-Essex), pelomitting an ind1vidual 

who interrupts his service as'a teacher·to enroll in~he U.S. Peace Corps to continu2 

his membership in the Teachers' Pension and Annuity fund (TPAF), pt-ovided that t:le 

the per~on returns ·to teaching service within five years and has not withdrawn his 

accumulated deductions. The teacher "'/ould be required to' buy back the pension tim~ . 

lost in his Peace Corps service. 

Under the bill, if the teacher has withdrawn his contributions to the TPAF, 

he can buy back his Peace Corps time if he also buys back the time he previously 

served in a TPAF-covered position. .
S-3163, sponsored by Senator Steven P. Perskie (D-Atlantic), allm·!ing all::

' 

\.' 

-Superior' Court judges to adm'inister oaths of office to other appointe~s to supei'ior 

court. Currently) only Supreme COUi't justic~s may ad:ninister the OJt:, of office to 

superior court appointees. 
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